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Surrey police station futures
5 November 2023

No decisions have been made on the long-term future of Caterham or Reigate Police Stations as proposals put forward
“are not fit for purpose” and  “cost-prohibitive”. 

Front-desk services returned to Caterham, after a five-year absence, as an emergency measure following the discovery of
dangerous crumbling concrete  nine miles away and on the other side of the M25 at Reigate Police Station.

The problem was uncovered after Surrey Police began searching their estate for Reinforced Autoclaved Aerated Concrete
(RAAC) in September as the national emergency spread.

RAAC concrete can collapse and crumble without notice. It meant the force had to shift staff and officers out of Reigate
including moving front-desk counter services to Caterham, and close CCTV monitoring.
Three weeks after the discovery, there is still no timetable to return, nor any updates on whether the switch will be made
permanent.

A spokesperson for Surrey Police said Caterham remained operational and had previously housed a front-counter service
but closed in 2018 to save money as part of a wider review into funding.
It was deemed expendable, the force said, due to a “decrease in footfall of front counter services”.  
They have yet to confirm whether the counter will stay in Caterham long term, move back to Reigate, find a new home
completely, or shut.

They said: “It seemed sensible to reinstate it at Caterham as it was once there until a long-term solution is found for the
eastern division headquarters.  Adding: “The front counter at Caterham Police Station will remain open until further
notice, and we will update local residents as soon as any longer-term decisions have been made. The priority has been to
maintain policing services while ensuring the health and safety of our officers, staff and visiting public.”

As for Reigate, Surrey Police said they have  explored a number of options for the continued use of either the whole or
specific parts of the building, however, the proposals that have been put forward are not fit for purpose either for staff, or
for victims to be able to report crime, and are also cost-prohibitive. 

Related reports:

Reigate Police Station closes with a concrete problem
[Surrey Police’s counter service in Epsom is located during normal business hours only within the Town Hall, The Parade, Epsom. Reigate Police Station’s counter-service was open full-time, so from now out of hours
personal attendances will have to go to Caterham or Staines or Guildford.]

Anti-Yob Cat protection petition
5 November 2023

“Heartbroken” pet owners claim a group of teenagers are “trapping cats” for their dogs to “rip apart”.
A petition signed by 3,675 people is calling for more action from the RSPCA and the police to stop the acts around
Claygate and Chessington and surrounding areas.

Natalie Harwood, who started the petition, said her “beautiful” cat Frank had been killed, describing him as “the smallest,
most gentle, loving, friendly cat” who was killed “in the worst way”. She added: “We’ve had him since the day he was
born, he was only two and a half years old and we are absolutely heartbroken.”

A Surrey Police spokesperson confirmed there had been two reports of incidents involving cats being taunted or harmed
by a group of boys around Surbiton Golf Club, but said there had been no arrests made. They said they were aware of
ongoing concerns of anti-social behaviour in the area on and around the golf course, and were working closely with the

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-police-station-futures
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/reigate-police-closes-with-concrete-problem
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/anti-yob-cat-protection-petition
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Metropolitan Police to share information, given the area borders London.

The spokesperson said:  “In both cases,  it  was reported that dogs were involved and chased the cats.  Officers are
conducting further enquiries and anyone who witnessed an attack on a cat or any other animal can get in touch.”

They also said the force would be increasing police presence in the area, “specifically looking out for anti-social behaviour
of any kind including animal welfare issues”.

Ms Harwood told the LDRS she and her family spent two weeks searching the golf course after Frank went missing in
October, before being told via an anonymous phone call that the beloved pet had been ripped apart by dogs. She said
she’d had reports of boys “trying to pull cats from under cars”, climbing trees to get a cat down, or using rakes trying to
hit it down with their dogs “waiting at the bottom”.

An RSPCA spokesperson said dog owners had a legal responsibility under the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991 to keep their dog
under control in a public place, and that this legislation was enforced by the police. They added: “This must have been a
very upsetting and distressing incident for the owners of the cats mentioned and we are so sorry to hear they sadly lost
their lives. We are concerned to hear about wildlife being targeted in this area.”

Clint Whittaker, general manager at the golf club, said the club had reported trespassing issues to local police but nothing
concerning animal welfare. He said the club had invested £100,000 in installing security fencing around a portion of its
boundary but that it didn’t cover all access points because of a  public footpath running across the property.

Mr Whittaker added: “These incidents tend to occur outside of club operating hours, therefore we are only made aware
from neighbours when they occur.”

The change.org petition said such incidents had been happening in “Claygate, Chessington and surrounding areas for
months.” It also claimed people were “catapulting and shooting at all animals including cats, horses, foxes and deer”.

The petition said: “There’s witnesses, video footage and pictures of these boys and the things they are doing but the police
and RSPCA don’t do anything.” The Met Police has been contacted for comment.

Surrey Police ask that anyone who has witnessed such incidents contact them quoting PR/45230118653. The RSPCA
spokesperson said they would encourage anyone with serious concerns about animal welfare issues to contact the RSPCA
inspector line on 0300 123 8018 or the police.
Image: Frank the cat, a cat who went missing and whose owner Natalie Harwood started a petition calling for an end to animal cruelty after reports of a group of boys attacking

Latest news from Surrey History Centre
5 November 2023

UK Disability History Month runs from 16 November to 16 December and aims to promote disabled people’s rights and
their struggle for equality now and in the past.

This  year’s  theme is  Disability,  Children and Youth  and to  coincide  with  this  Surrey History Centre  (SHC)  has
announced a collaboration with Professor Jane Hamlett from Royal Holloway, University of London’s History Department
working on a project to uncover and share the histories of children at schools for the deaf and blind.

From the early twentieth century some of the leading residential schools for the deaf and blind were based in Surrey,
including the Royal School for the Blind, Nutfield Priory and Burwood School. When the schools closed in the 1980s and
1990s their records were accessioned by SHC.

The research team will  carry out a new archival survey of this material,  uncovering historical experience from the
archives. The project aims to use participatory research to create a new historical narrative about these children’s lives,
through collaboration with charities who work with young people with learning disabilities. The research will be used to
inform a new guide to history of disability on SHC’s website Exploring Surrey’s Past and a new audio resource that will
narrate stories from the archives.

See more news and events from The Surrey History Centre HERE

Local Plan to move forward after passionate debate
5 November 2023

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/latest-news-from-surrey-history-centre
https://mailchi.mp/3bac81226a0d/latest-news-and-events-at-surrey-history-centre-15097326?e=29d25313fd
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/local-plan-to-move-forward-after-passionate-debate
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Epsom and Ewell Borough Councillors voted to “un-pause” work on a new Local Plan for the district at an extraordinary
meeting held in the Town Hall chamber on Tuesday 24th October.

Introducing the motion to un-pause Cllr Steven McCormick (RA Woodcote and Langley) said “what is brought before
you this evening is a recommendation from Licensing Planning Policy Committee members to unpause the local plan
immediately to restart work on the spatial strategy, site selection, and policy development. If this recommendation is
supported tonight, workshop sessions will be set up with all members to discuss the results from the call for sites that
finished at the end of July. Updates on what sites have come forward and, more importantly, what sites did not come
forward will be shared. Discussion and debate based on up-to-date data and evidence with all members, not just those on
the LPPC, on which sites would or could be included in our next version of the local plan.”

Cllr Christine Howells (RA Nonsuch) proposed a lengthy amendment that opened with the following wording:

“The Council is asked to note the work that has been undertaken in line with the decision by the full Council on the 22nd
March 2023 to pause the local plan, to note that while the current version of the national planning policy framework
(NPPF) requires the council to start with the standard method housing number, the NPPF also allows for a lower number
to be used if that starting point is unachievable in light of local Green Belt, flooding, or other specific constraints.

To note that the current draft local plan has already set a precedent by using a much lower target. However, this target
was only achieved under proposals to build on high-scoring Green Belt land and sites subject to flooding. The available
evidence base clearly demonstrates constraint-trying factors and provides strong reasons for excluding these sites from
housing development.”

In summary the amendment focused on resuming the local  planning process with a set  of  guiding principles that
emphasize sustainable development, housing affordability, and the efficient use of available land resources.

Cllr Howells said “Mr. Mayor, I have brought the motion before you today as I am passionate in my belief of the need to
protect and preserve this Borough’s Green Belt land for the benefit and enjoyment of our current population and to secure
a heritage for future generations. But most importantly, I believe I’m speaking on behalf of so many of our residents who
are equally passionate to preserve our unique Borough and who have made their voices heard in so many ways.”

“Seven months ago, councillors voted with an overwhelming majority to pause the draft local plan following the huge
public outcry at the proposed use of green belt land identified for development. Nothing has changed in the interim period
to make it any more acceptable now than it was then. However, we can’t afford to wait for the government to change
direction. We must unpause and set our own conditions. But it remains vital that we continue to safeguard our green
belt.”

Cllr Bernie Muir (Conservative Horton) spoke on the amendment “The housing target should be …. achievable solely
through the use of brownfield and previously developed Green Belt land with a determined focus on the art of the
possible. Brownfield sites and previously developed sites are the answer, and this includes maximizing council-owned
land. I have been calling on this council for years to get advice from large-scale developers as to what can be done to
address the alleged barriers put forward by the council to using brownfield sites and, in particular, council-owned land,
and as yet, they have resolutely refused to do so. They must do so as a matter of urgency.”

Cllr Chris Ames (Labour Court) called out the amendment: “ I must put on record this is not a cross-party motion,
although it appears to have some merit. Labour councillors cannot support it as it’s so disingenuously drafted as to
constitute a NIMBY charter. I’ve attended the same briefings as other councillors, seen the same lobbying from those
behind this motion, and I know its main purpose is to minimize the number of homes built in the borough by citing excuse
after excuse for not building to tie officers’ hands while purporting not to do so. It’s not a cunning plan; it’s actually very
transparent. Labour is in favour of using brownfield sites, not in favor of uncontrolled and unnecessary building on the
borough’s Green Belt, but we are strongly in favor of building the homes that residents need. This motion is designed to
prevent that.”

“Councillor Persand (Con. Horton) is a strong supporter of the motion, writing in the Epsom and Ewell Times. He
correctly pointed out that what are called housing targets are, in fact, “guidelines which provide a starting point for
considering local  needs.”  He then wrote,  “If  Worthing Council  can gain approval  from the government’s  planning
inspector when they met only 25% of their target, why can’t Epsom and Ewell achieve a similar result?”

“The motion puts forward a list of so-called local constraints, exceptionalism, providing a list of reasons not to build
homes for our residents. Then there’s just sloppy language dressed up as wishful thinking..”

“Finally, does anyone think that promising significant levels of proposed housing should be truly affordable to local
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workers has any meaning? They’re just adjectives that mean different things to different people, which will melt away at
the first sign of opposition from developers.”

Cllr Persand spoke in favour of the motion: “This amendment is an opportunity, an opportunity for us to finally do the
right thing for residents. We, as councillors, need to be strong in supporting this amendment. Point 2.1 of the officer
report says officers seek confirmation for members as to what to do next. It is our role to guide policy, so let’s do that. It is
important that we don’t go full circle again with this local plan and that we do learn from our mistakes. These guiding
principles will ensure that we are back on the right path, delivering for residents and our community. We need a local
plan that is aspirational but deliverable. This amendment lets us do that.”

Cllr Alison Kelly (LibDem Stamford) said “ It is clear that if we do not unpause a local plan, there are two serious
consequences: developers will run with their plans on appeal, and we’ll miss the 2025 deadline and have to start from
scratch, wasting money and effort. This would leave us with no control over location, density, nor social housing provision
in Epsom. We are spending £1.5 million on temporary housing, and we cannot afford to let this continue. We had good
feedback from residents during the consultation, and we must take their views into account, specifically with the use of
the brownfield sites and the retention of the green belt.”

Cllr Robert Leach (RA Nonsuch) weighed in: “I think I have to start by rebutting what Labour colleagues have said. The
reason that we have problems in accommodating people is because of Labour policy, not current policy. No, you may
laugh; it was the Rent Act of 1977 under Harold Wilson….All over the country, lodgers were evicted. One of them was one
of my uncles;… It was absolutely a dreadful piece of legislation. Perhaps our Labour friends haven’t actually listened to
what was said at the Labour conference, which was only about a week or two ago, where Keir Starmer actually said, and I
commend him for his honesty, that they don’t intend taking any notice of local authorities.”

Cllr Clive Woodbridge (RA Ewell Village) “ I think if we adopted this amendment, I cannot see a path that gets us to a
sound local plan. What was before us tonight is the decision whether we want to unpause this local plan to allow
LPPC and officers to digest the results of the consultation and take the necessary measures from that.”

Cllr Liz Frost (RA Woodcote and Langley) also spoke against the amendment: “.. if it were to be approved, …. we are
likely to tie the officers up in knots.”

The amendment was defeated by 14 votes to 12 with 3 abstentions.

The Council then proceeded to debate the main motion to un-pause the work on the Local Plan (as reported in Tuesday’s
Epsom and Ewell Times). The motion was approved by 21 votes for the motion and eight abstentions from the motion.
There were no votes against the motion.

Related reports:

Local Plan (2022-2040) Un-Pause Recommended

Cllr Persand intervenes ahead of Local Plan debate

Drafting of Epsom and Ewell Local Plan “unpausing”?

Motion to pause Local Plan process

Ewell “no new oil” pensioner punished
5 November 2023

Judit Murray, a 69 year old resident of Ewell, was today sentenced to a 12 month community order with 60 hours of
community service at Westminster Magistrates Court.

Ms Murray and her co-defendants, Sol Bourne and Daniel Knorr, who received the same sentence, were found guilty of
aggravated trespass at a previous hearing for their memorable protest at Lord’s cricket ground on 28/6/23.

The Just Stop Oil stopped play during the match between England and Australia on June 28, as security and ground staff
cleaned up orange powder that was thrown on the pitch and ensured the ground was not damaged.

The three were found guilty after a trial and appeared on 24th October to be sentenced.

Ms Murray said after the hearing “I have seven beautiful grandchildren who deserve the best possible life, so when the
country’s top professional, Dr Camilla Kingdon, President, Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health ’the climate
crisis poses an existential threat to the health and well-being of all children’ I am morally and duty-bound to act.”

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/local-plan-2022-2040-un-pause-recommended
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/cllr-persand-intervenes-ahead-of-local-plan-debate
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/drafting-of-epsom-and-ewell-local-plan-unpaused
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/motion-to-pause-local-plan-process
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/ewell-no-new-oil-pensioner-punished
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“Climate change is no longer tomorrow’s problem, it is today’s. The travesty of justice is that I was forced to defend my
actions whilst the real criminals; the prevaricating politicians and fossil fuel profiteers, remain unaccountable.”

“My protest interrupted a cricket game for four minutes, a sport you simply wont be able to play in storms, floods or fifty
degree heat.”

I am no ‘dangerous radical’, those who are, to quote the UN Secretary General, are ‘the countries that are increasing the
production of fossil fuels’. Like our own. They should have been in the dock today,
not me.’

Warm Wednesdays return to Epsom
5 November 2023

Last winter Epsom Methodist Church, in the heart of Epsom, opened up its premises every Wednesday as a place where
people could come to keep warm, enjoy hot drinks and a lunchtime bowl of soup and have a friendly chat with others. In
the afternoons Warm Wednesdays hosted an after-school club that included children’s entertainment and an evening meal
for all the family. Everything was free of charge and the initiative proved very popular, with an army of volunteers making
and serving over 1,000 meals during the course of the winter.

From 1st November through to 13th March 2024 Warm Wednesdays is back and from 10am to 6pm will be making the
same offer available as last year. On the first Wednesday (November 1st ) students from the nationally acclaimed Laine
Theatre Arts will be coming to the after-school club to lead a Disney-themed entertainment session.

In an exciting new development Warm Wednesdays will this winter also include a weekly one-stop advice cafe. The church
has partnered with a range of local organisations including Citizens Advice, The Mary Frances Trust, Epsom & Ewell
Employment Hub, The Good Company, Surrey Community Action and Surrey County Council, to offer advice and support
on:

 Mental health and wellbeing
 Benefits, welfare rights, housing and rents
 Energy saving in the home and dealing with energy suppliers
 Finding a job and accessing training
 Budgeting and managing your money
 Getting help in a crisis

Robert Hill, one of the organisers of Warm Wednesdays explained: “No appointments are required – just drop in, grab a
free hot drink and have a chat to one of the friendly advisers. One week the advice café will operate in the morning from
11.30am until 1pm and the next week in the afternoon from 3.30pm to 5.15pm.

“We know life is tough for many people at the moment. Some people just want to be part of a friendly community where
they can stay warm and make new friends. Others have particular worries and pressing concerns. And some will simply
welcome somewhere where they and their children are entertained and catered for in a relaxed environment.

“We look forward to welcoming back many of those who joined us last year as well as making lots of new friends this
winter.”

Further details and a map of Epsom Methodist Church’s location can be found at

https://www.epsommethodistchurch.org.uk/Groups/409512/Warm_Wednesdays.aspx

LibDem PPC awarded Medal by the King
5 November 2023

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/warm-wednesdays-return-to-epsom
https://www.epsommethodistchurch.org.uk/Groups/409512/Warm_Wednesdays.aspx
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/libdem-ppc-awarded-medal-by-the-king
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Epsom & Ewell Liberal Democrat Parliamentary Candidate Helen Maguire received a British Empire Medal (BEM) in
The King’s Birthday Honours list announced in June.

The honour was given for the contribution Helen has made for services to the community of Claygate, Surrey, where she
lives with her family.

Helen, a former Captain in the Royal Military Police who served in Bosnia and Iraq said, “I am absolutely delighted to
have had the work that I and others in my local community have undertaken in recent years recognised.

 “Our efforts to establish wider facilities for the community to support all ages and particularly young people and sport in
the immediate area, while providing new options for others came to fruition with the opening of the Claygate Pavilion. It’s
therefore humbling to have received such recognition for what was a team effort, so I therefore congratulate those who
supported me in establishing our community centre in Claygate.

 “My ambition in standing as Liberal Democrat Parliamentary Candidate for Epsom & Ewell, Ashtead and Leatherhead, is
to extend the sort of work that we have been engaged in in Claygate to this constituency so that all can benefit from the
sort of improvements that are needed in the area”.

Helen served in Bosnia on a NATO multinational peacekeeping mission and Iraq, to help rebuild the Iraqi Police Service
while providing on-the-ground counter- insurgency policing support to front line infantry.

She is a nationally recognised fundraiser having secured over £1 million for UK charities since leaving the Army.

Over the Moon for World BMX result for Glyn boy
5 November 2023

A teenager from Ewell has been celebrating after his first time representing Great Britain in this year’s BMX World
Championships.

Hugo Moon, 15, competed against 200 riders in his age category at the event, which took place in Glasgow.

The annual competition saw 3,000 riders from some 50 countries take part, with each competing in three races, or Motos,
to secure a coveted top-four place in the final.

Despite having only taken up the sport in 2020, Hugo, a student at Glyn School, a member of GLF Schools Multi Academy
Trust, achieved fourth, third and fourth places in his qualifiers. He finished sixth in the Eighth Final to attain an overall
ranking of 48th in the world.

“Hugo had an amazing time and enjoyed being part of the GB team, although it was a little overwhelming, as it was his
first experience of an event of this magnitude, and the sheer scale of the event was impressive,” said Hugo’s mother,
Sheryl Moon, who was there with his father and older sister to support him at the event. 

“It was a rollercoaster of emotions from nervousness to excitement and enjoyment. Participating was not just about
winning but also about personal growth. He learnt the value of perseverance, resilience, and the importance of setting
goals and striving for them.”

“He loved being in the GB tent with all the camaraderie, nervous energy and banter,” she continued. “The spirit of the GB
riders and supporters was so strong; the support and encouragement were heart-warming.

“He was a little disappointed as he really wanted to be in the top 32, but, if he did it again, I’m sure he could achieve that
now that he’s experienced his first World Championships. With some more regional and national races under his belt, he

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/over-the-moon-for-world-bmx-result-for-glyn-boy
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will only get better and faster.”

Currently attached to Runnymeade Rockets, with whom he trains twice a week, Hugo first took up Park BMX when he was
12, before progressing to competitive racing aged 13. His selection for Team GB was based on his high national ranking
the previous year.

As well as his family, the Year 11 student has been supported by friends and staff members at Glyn School, part of the
GLF Schools Multi-Academies Trust – although GCSEs mean he will be unable to compete in next year’s event.

“Watching Hugo compete was nerve-wracking but also very exciting for us – I’m sure competing is far easier!” added Mrs
Moon. “The crowd atmosphere was electric and so supportive towards all our GB riders. The event was not without
drama, with some riders falling and being injured in practice or in races. We were just praying he stayed on his bike and
got through each race. But, honestly, we are so proud of him.

“Hugo has been on an amazing and fast journey to get to this level. This experience will stay with him forever, and to be
able to say he represented Great Britain is a huge honour.”

Reigate  Police  Station  closes  with  a  concrete
problem
5 November 2023

Officers and staff are being moved out of Reigate Police Station following the discovery of dangerous crumbly concrete
inside the building. The move leaves CCTV of public spaces in Mole Valley unmonitored.

The public-facing police counter will also move to Caterham Police Station from Monday, October 30. Surrey Police said it
carried out an investigation of its buildings for the presence of Reinforced Autoclaved Aerated Concrete (RAAC) in
September after the national scandal broke following its discovery in schools.

No specific timeframe is provided for how long officers will be moved from Reigate, as it depends on finding a permanent
resolution for the issues with the building. The Police and Crime Commissioner Lisa Townsend said the move would be “A
challenging time for our policing teams.

Structural engineers confirmed RAAC was used in the construction of Reigate Police Station. Distressed RAAC can
suddenly collapse with no apparent warning. The majority of the dangerous concrete at the station is said to still be in
good condition and is not an immediate risk but one external area was showing signs of distress – Surrey Police said in a
release issued after questions from the Local Democracy Reporting Service.

The force immediately relocated staff and officers from the area in immediate danger, on the advice of engineers, to
elsewhere in the police station, and installed supports to reinforce the roof. According to Surrey Police, this has now been
signed off and can be reoccupied.

Engineers  have  also  been instructed  to  carry  out  weekly  checks  on  the  rest  of  the  station  in  order  to  allow its
neighbourhood policing team to operate out of the station “until a longer-term solution can be found”. The public-facing
police counter will move to Caterham Police Station from Monday, October 30.

The station also monitors the public spaces CCTV camera for Mole Valley District Council. Surrey Police said it will no
longer be able to continue this service with discussions ongoing over “potential technical solutions”. A public consultation
has also been launched on the future provision of CCTV in the area.

Police and Crime Commissioner Lisa Townsend: “I want to reassure our local communities across East Surrey that plans
are already in place to ensure the policing service they receive will not be affected by the situation at Reigate Police
Station. The safety of the public and our officers, staff and volunteers must be the most important consideration and I fully
support the prompt action being taken by the force to vacate the majority of the building.

“This, of course, is a temporary measure, and my office will work closely with the chief constable and his team to ensure
that we can find a long-term solution for the future of our Eastern Divisional HQ as quickly as possible. This is a
challenging time for our policing teams based at Reigate, but they are incredibly resilient in the face of adversity, and I
want to thank them all on behalf of the public for their patience and understanding whilst we deal with this issue.”

Other police teams will work remotely or from alternative sites where possible. The police insist the changes will not
impact service levels expected from the force.

Temporary assistant chief constable for local policing, Alison Barlow, said: “The health and safety of our staff, officers,
volunteers, and the public is of paramount importance and the force responded swiftly following the identification of
RAAC at Reigate Police Station.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/reigate-police-closes-with-concrete-problem
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/reigate-police-closes-with-concrete-problem
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“In the short-term some teams, including our Neighbourhood Policing Teams, who spend much of their time away from
the police station patrolling and attending calls for service, remain in the area of Reigate police station with prop-supports
in place whilst longer-term options are explored, and those teams who are office-based and can work remotely or from
another police site are being supported to do so.”

[Surrey Police’s counter service in Epsom is located during normal business hours only within the Town Hall, The Parade,
Epsom. Reigate Police Station’s counter-service was open full-time, so from now out of hours personal attendances will
have to go to Caterham or Staines or Guildford.]

Noble housing intentions?
5 November 2023

Crest Nicholson and the Vistry Group have partnered for a “sustainable development” initiative near Noble Park in
Epsom. They plan to submit a comprehensive planning application to Epsom and Ewell Borough Council this Autumn.
The proposal aims to construct around 90 new homes, with 40% allocated as affordable housing.

The project includes the creation of communal open spaces and green areas, featuring a community orchard and a
children’s play area. Noble Park allotments will remain untouched, highlighting a “commitment to preserving community
assets”. Additionally, plans include dedicated private parking facilities for allotment holders.

The developers have invited the local community to participate in shaping this initiative by providing input and ideas.
Residents  can offer  feedback or  seek  more  information  through the  ‘Feedback and Contact’  tab  on  the  following
unattributed website. http://nobleparkconsultation.com/

The project is located on 5.67 hectares of land to the east of the existing Noble Park development, at the intersection of
West Park Road and Horton Lane, with vehicular access from West Park Road. While specific timelines depend on the
planning process, construction may begin in 2025, contributing to family housing and affordable homes in the area. This
initiative “aims to address housing shortages and bring positive change to the community”.

Epsom and Ewell Times can confirm that Epsom and Ewell Borough Council will meet at 7.30pm on 24th October, to
decide whether to “un-pause” progress on the Local Plan. The Plan that will establish the planning policy framework for
where and how many houses may be built in the Borough in the future.

Related reports:

Drafting of Epsom and Ewell Local Plan “unpausing”?

Motion to pause Local Plan process

Going South this weekend?
5 November 2023

Please note, there will be a full closure of the A3 in both directions from 9pm on Friday 13 October to 5.30am on Monday
16 October. The closure will be in place northbound from the B2215 (Ripley) to M25 junction 10, and southbound from
M25 junction 10 to the A247 at Burntcommon. This is to facilitate National Highways bridge beam installation works as
part of the M25 Junction 10 project.

The diversion will be via A247, A246, A24 and M25 junction 9. Please see the following diversion map. The diversion route
agreed between National Highways and Surrey Officers is the most appropriate and direct route suitable for all vehicle
sizes and types, with no height or weight restrictions in place. If you are considering alternate routes other than the
signed diversion, please consider how viable smaller more local roads may be given the large volume of traffic which will

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/noble-housing-intentions
http://nobleparkconsultation.com/
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/drafting-of-epsom-and-ewell-local-plan-unpaused
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/motion-to-pause-local-plan-process
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/going-south-this-weekend
https://nationalhighways.co.uk/our-roads/south-east/m25-junction-10/#overview
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1eQVOsRN3d5OvVac9ToaiMJVgV6HkNsY&usp=sharing
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be displaced from the A3.

Some sections of the Surrey road network may become heavily congested at times over the course of the weekend. Please
plan your travel arrangements carefully using real-time data sources where available to inform your route choices.

If you have any questions, please contact National Highways either by email: M25j10@nationalhighways.co.uk or call
0300 123 5000 and one of the team will be happy to help.

Thanks to Cllr Steven McCormick (RA Woodcote and Langley) for the information.

Grayling not to contest a seventh election
5 November 2023

Chris Grayling MP has announced he will not be seeking re-election at the next General Election due 2024 / January
2025 latest.

In a message to the Epsom and Ewell Conservative Association he wrote:

“I am writing to let you know that I told the Conservative Association AGM on Wednesday that I would not be standing
again for Parliament at the next election. Earlier this year I was diagnosed with prostate cancer, and although the
treatment has been successful, it has prompted me to think that after 22 years it is time for a change. The Association will
now move ahead and select my successor as Conservative candidate.

I am very grateful to you for the support I have been given by you all over the years. I will obviously carry on working as
normal until the election and will hope to see you at one of the upcoming events.”

An  MP with  a  chequered  career  at  ministerial  level  he  is  nevertheless  recognised  as  a  dedicated  and  attentive
constituency MP.

This has been reflected in sustained large majorities against all challengers in the six elections he has fought, with his
share of the vote peaking in the 2017 election at 59.6%.

Quis custodiet ipsos custodes?
5 November 2023

A 9 month delay in presenting a critical report about Epsom and Ewell Borough Council‘s handling of complaints was
the subject  of  testy  exchanges at  a  meeting of  the  Council’s  Audit  and Scrutiny Committee  on  Thursday 28th
September.

“Who will watch the watchmen?” When the Audit and Scrutiny Committee of the Council is itself under scrutiny – who
takes responsibility for that?

The Local Government and Social Care Ombudsman (LGO) had written to the Chief Executive of the Council in July
2022. The letter stated: “during the year your council failed to respond in time to our correspondence during three

mailto:M25j10@nationalhighways.co.uk
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/grayling-not-to-contest-a-seventh-election
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/quis-custodiet-ipsos-custodes
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investigations. On each occasion, we had to escalate the matter internally and were forced to consider issuing a witness
summons and a public report for non-compliance. Such delays in our investigation undermine our role and can result in
further distress to complainants.”

Though the letter was available to the public on the Ombudsman’s website the question asked at the 28th September
meeting was why the committee, responsible for the scrutiny and review of the decisions and performance of the council,
was not presented with the letter at either of its subsequent meetings of November 2022 and February 2023. It was
finally presented at the meeting of April 2023.

The Chair of the 28th September 2023 meeting of the Audit and Scrutiny Committee was Councillor Steve Bridger (RA
Stamford).  He repeated  a  written  answer  to  the  question  which  referred  to  a  “work  plan”  that  provided for  the
Ombudsman’s communication to be presented at the April meeting.

The questioner was former Residents Association Councillor Previn Jagutpal, exercising his right to ask a question as a
member of the public. He responded to the Chair’s answer and stated that there was no such direction in any “work plan”,
copies of which he held on the desk in front of him.

Mr Jagutpal went on to heavily criticise the conduct of the matter and said “Why should residents of Epsom and Ewell
have confidence in the transparency and effectiveness of the Audit and Scrutiny Committee when pivotal information,
such as the 2022 LGO annual review, and perhaps other information over the last four years, is not being shared in a
timely manner with the committee?”

He went on to label the committee “The bodge-it and secrecy committee”.

In another procedural controversy, though permitted a supplementary question to his first one, Mr Jagutpal was denied a
second question, even though, as Mr Jagutpal pointed out, there was plenty of time for the committee to deal with it.
Exploiting a bizarre anomaly in the procedures he was permitted to make a statement during which he told the committee
what his denied second question was! Namely, a question concerning a meeting between the Chief Executive of the
Council and the LGO of April 2022. Thus, as Mr Jagutpal argued, the matter pre-dated the subject of his first question
about the July 2022 LGO letter.

A lawyer for the Council advised the Chair that Mr Jagutpal was not permitted a second question. According to Epsom
and Ewell Times research of the standing orders the rule appears to be:
“If a member of the public asks or wishes to ask more than one question, their second question (written or oral) shall be taken after all other individuals who wish to ask a question have been given the opportunity to do so.”

There were no other members of the public lining up to ask questions at this meeting.

Councillor Chris Ames (Labour Court Ward) raised a point of order and accused the Chair of plucking rules out of the air
to silence a member of the public and protect the Council from scrutiny. He said “I just do not believe that that rule exists.
However, more to the point I’ve noticed that every time Mr Jagutpal tries to ask a question that risks embarrassment for
officers, or for yourself chair, some arcane rule is plucked out of the air to shut him down. It absolutely reeks of cover up
and pettiness. What must residents think of a Residents Association Council  using every trick in the book to keep
residents in their place?”

The legal adviser intervened once more: “I’ve previously advised this committee as to my interpretation as monitoring
officer that the current Constitution and the relevant Annex is to be read that way so my advice has been quite clear that’s
how we’re operating.”

Later in the meeting Cllr Ames weighed in again about the 9 month delay in disclosing the LGO’s July 2022 critical letter.
He said “”I think my question for you, chair, is when you received this letter, you must have looked at this letter. You must
have thought things are going very badly wrong. I must put this before the audit and scrutiny committee at the next
meeting rather than sit on it until April. I mean, surely, as a competent chair, you would look at that letter. It was
expressly said in the letter to have been addressed to yourself, chair, and yet you sat on this report for something like nine
months.”

Cllr Bridger responded “We can assure you that nothing has been hidden or anything else. Yes I appreciate it should have
been dealt with. However, the letter also goes to the chief executive and myself and other members. ……… the report is
available for everybody to see. Nothing’s hidden at all and from what I hear it’s almost as if everybody’s waiting for us to
bring the report but everybody can see it.”

The committee was informed that the LGO has stated that the situation of communications between its office and the
Council had much improved.

Related reports:

Local Audit meet: unexpectedly interesting…

Guildford centre of the cosmos for a day
5 November 2023

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/local-audit-meet-unexpectedly-interesting
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/guildford-centre-of-the-cosmos-for-a-day
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Budding  astronauts  and  space  engineers  are  set  to  be  wowed and  inspired  on  Saturday  7  October,  when  space
researchers at the University of Surrey take over Guildford town centre.

The University and its event partners, the Institute of Physics, will offer activities for children and adults to try in the
Tunsgate Centre and on the High Street.

Thanks to the UK Space Agency, there will be space suits to try on, Winchester Science Centre will host a pop-up
planetarium, and there’ll be a working model of a mini Mars rover.

Experts from Surrey Space Centre will be in the Tunsgate Centre.

Laura Cox from the University of Surrey’s Faculty of Engineering and Physical Sciences explained what people can see.
She said:

“Come along to see inside a small satellite and have a go at steering it. You can also help spot illegal fishing boats on
satellite images, a crime which costs over $15bn annually.

“At the mobile ground station, visitors can see signals from satellites in real-time and the decoded data they are sending
from space. And you can learn about different types of space rocks and handle 3D-printed models of real asteroids,
comets, and planetary moons.”

Astrophysicists  from  the  School  of  Mathematics  and  Physics  will  be  answering  astronomy  questions,  running  a
constellation activity, offering an escape room-style activity and more.

Local employers in the space sector will also participate, including Surrey Satellite Technology Ltd (SSTL), who will show
off models of spacecraft and components of the satellites they make, including a propulsion tank, circuit boards and
samples of the exterior panels we see in photos.

Dr Nicola Baresi, an astrodynamicist who plans efficient routes for spacecraft to travel in space, including to the Moon
and to other planets in our solar system, says:

“It’s going to be a fun day for people of all ages with lots of space-related activities and experiments to try. Space is a
hugely exciting sector and is a thriving industry across Surrey and Hampshire. There are plenty of opportunities for
rewarding careers in this area, yet significant skills shortages, something we help tackle at the University of Surrey with
our research activities and educational programmes. We’re keen to inspire people and help them realise that they could
get a job in the space industry.”

Drafting  of  Epsom  and  Ewell  Local  Plan
“unpausing”?
5 November 2023

Tuesday 26th September Epsom and Ewell Borough Council’s Licensing and Planning Policy Committee met to decide
whether to recommend to the Full Council to restart work on the submission of a new Local Plan for the Borough. The
motion to do so was carried after a lengthy debate.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/drafting-of-epsom-and-ewell-local-plan-unpaused
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/drafting-of-epsom-and-ewell-local-plan-unpaused
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Chairing the committee Councillor Steven McCormick (RA Woodcote and Langley) stated that following the Full Council
decision of 22nd March to pause the work on the Local Plan if “unpaused” its submission for approval by the Government
could be expected in May 2025.

A member of the public, who was not identified, opened the debate with the following detailed appraisal: “I am pleased to
see from the 15th of June meeting of this committee’s agenda…. that you have now calculated the actual need for new
dwellings. When you replace the out-of-date 2014 household projections with the more recent 2018 projections and
exclude the flawed affordability uplift, this results in a much more realistic figure of 2664 new dwellings over the plan
period.

“To comply with the current version of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), you still need to begin with the
standard method number of 10,368. However, it can be easily demonstrated that this number is unachievable in light of
local constraints. The point where that version of the Local Plan went so horribly wrong was in selecting an arbitrary
target of 5,400 new dwellings and rushing into sacrificing Greenfield and Greenbelt sites to bridge the gap between the
identified 3,700 Brownfield sites and the council’s arbitrary target.

“If the council were to set a new dwelling target of 3,700 plus this 150 (West Park site), then that would result in a target
that is 45% above the actual need for new dwellings over the plan period.

“If the council agrees to a target of 3,850 new dwellings with no development on Greenfield or Greenbelt sites, then I am
confident that it will be possible to develop a Local Plan that is acceptable to local residents. Furthermore, the council
would have a compelling rationale for why a target of 10,368 is not achievable given local constraints and that its
proposed target is 45% more than the actual local need.

“If the planning inspector subsequently insists on developing some Greenfield or Greenbelt sites, then he or central
government will be blamed by local residents rather than Epsom and Ewell Borough Council.”

Cllr Muir (Conservative Horton) a non-member of the committee was given three minutes to make a statement and said:
“It is critical when deciding whether or not to unpause the local plan drafting process … that council has clarity over the
objectives for the next draft and the key changes required to achieve those objectives. So, what do we need to decide
before unpausing?

“The most controversial of the recommendations put forward in …draft local plan was the proposal to build on the
borough’s protected Greenbelt Land. Using the council’s figures, 84% of those who used the questionnaire to reply to the
consultation were opposed to building on our protected Green Belt. …The large majority [of] elected councillors, stood in
May’s local elections on a platform of protecting the green belt. We are morally obliged to protect this land and the
environment for future generations.

“How many houses do we need to build in Epsom? Epsom is already the most densely populated borough in the county.
There has been discussion about the need to meet the government target calculated using the standard method. This is
not a mandatory target. The published local plan proposals do not attempt to meet the target of 10,478 dwellings over the
plan period. For context, this is more than three times the target in the Epsom annual 2007 plan and more than four times
the need indicated using the government’s 2018 household growth projections. The plan instead included a target of
5,875 dwellings, although no calculation was provided to support this.

“NPPF paragraph 11 states, “Following strategic policy should provide the objectively assessed needs for housing unless
the application of policies in this framework that protect land designated as Greenbelt, local Green Space, and areas at
risk of flooding. These provide a strong reason for restricting the overall scale, type, and distribution of development.” We
in Epsom have exactly those strong reasons listed and should use them to protect the borough. The plan identified
Brownfield sites that could accommodate 3,800 dwellings without any use of Greenfield Greenbelt sites. Importantly,
using this figure as the housing target complies with the existing NPPF paragraph 11 and exceeds the housing need
derived from the latest government data.

“In conclusion, I support the unpausing of the local plan if and only if we commit to the objectives of protecting our
environment and green spaces through excluding development of the Greenfield Greenbelt sites and including realistic
housing targets. And that this Council commits to speaking to large-scale developers to learn what can be done to address
the alleged barriers put forward by this Council to pursuing the Kiln Lane and Longmead proposal.”

Cllr James Lawrence (LibDem College) also spoke as a non-member of the committee and said:

“I very much do want to see houses built. We have a definitive lack of affordable housing, i.e., first-time buyer housing,
………, which our draft plan is not adequately addressing. Urban density on our Brownfield site should be increased with
an aim for gentle urban density around six stories max.  These units  should be mainly single and double-bedroom
apartments located within 20 minutes’ walk or cycle of existing infrastructure.

On these grounds, I would like to see the local plan unpaused with a recommendation to be enacted to increase urban
density and remove the inappropriate Green Belt developments.”

Earlier Cllr Julie Morris  (LibDem – College) suggested that if  the motion was passed the next Full Council being
scheduled for 12th December, she may make moves to convene an extraordinary Council to consider the proposal to
“unpause” the Local Plan process on an earlier date, to avoid delay.

Six members of the eight strong committee voted in favour of the motion to recommend to the Full Council the unpausing
of the drafting of the Local Plan.

The Epsom and Ewell Times can confirm that Chairman of the Committee Steve McCormick has secured support from the
requisite number of Councillors to convene an Extraordinary Meeting of the Full Council. Date to be confirmed but likely
to be 24th October.
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Related Reports:

Motion to pause Local Plan process

Cllr McCormick’s own answers on Local Plan

Public meeting on Local Plan dominated by greenbelters.

Housing need or desire?

Can Epsom and Ewell get more dense?

Thames Water rebate
5 November 2023

Thames Water has been ordered to pay back more than £100million to its customers by regulators.
Water watchdog Ofwat ordered the under-performing company to return the money following a string of failings, it
announced today, September 26.

The rebate follows its assessment of Thames Water’s performance with customers seeing the results on their bills next
year. Ofwat’s decision was published in its annual Water Company Performance Report, which rates companies based on
pollution incidents, customer service and leakage. 

Targets are set to incentivise water companies to deliver more for customers and the environment, Ofwat’s report read. It
added: “Where they fall short, we reduce the amount of money companies can collect from customers.” On Thames Water
customers  receiving  £100  million  back  next  year,  it  said:  “While  that  may  be  welcome  to  billpayers,  it  is  very
disappointing news for all who want to see the water sector do better.”

David Black, Ofwat chief executive said: “The targets we set for companies were designed to be stretching – to drive
improvements for customers and the environment. However, our latest report shows they are falling short.” He added: “It
is not going to be easy for companies to regain public trust, but they have to start with better service for customers and
the environment. We will continue to use all our powers to ensure the sector delivers better value.”

It is yet more bad news for the firm following the report in July that found Thames Water among worst in country due to
standout levels of pollution and poor monitoring left if joint last among the country’s “very disappointing” water and
sewerage companies. 

Thames Water is the largest water company in the country and serves 15 million people including many in Surrey and
Kent. It is owned by a consortium of pension groups and sovereign wealth funds and, in 2023 reported an annual loss of
£30.1 million.

Environment Secretary Therese Coffey has now written to Thames Water informing it to expect a meeting in order to
scrutinise its improvement plans.

A spokesperson for Thames Water said “Our customers expect a great service from us every time, and we’re sorry when
we fail to deliver at the first opportunity. In 2022-2023 , we met 55 per cent of our annual performance commitments.

“While it is our job to deliver our services whatever the weather, our performance last year was severely affected by the
summer drought and December freeze/thaw event. In March this year our shareholders injected £500million of new
equity into Thames Water to help fund improved operational performance. Our shareholders are willing to provide a
further £750million of equity funding before 2025, subject to certain conditions. 

“They also acknowledge that additional  equity funding,  indicatively of  £2.5billion,  will  be required during the next
regulatory period, 2025-2030, to further improve operational performance and financial resilience. This is the largest
equity support package ever seen in the UK water sector and underscores our shareholders’ commitment in delivering
Thames  Water’s  turnaround  and  life’s  essential  service  for  the  benefit  of  our  customers,  communities,  and  the
environment.

“Our turnaround is  already delivering performance improvements.  Our complaints  fell  by 28 per cent,  the second
consecutive significant year-on-year reduction and we have seen improvements in several key performance commitments
including a reduction in sewage discharges, internal sewer flooding, and sewer blockages. 

“We’re making progress and we’ll continue to engage and work with Ofwat as we implement our plan. We’re determined
to do better for our customers and the environment.”

Related reports:

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/motion-to-pause-local-plan-process
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/cllr-mccormicks-own-answers-on-local-plan
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/public-meeting-on-local-plan-dominated-by-greenbelters
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/housing-need-or-desire
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/can-epsom-and-ewell-get-more-dense
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/thames-water-rebate
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Thames Water among worst in country

Wasting water?

Local sewage uploaded
Image: Hogsmill river in Ewell where there were sewage leaks.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/thames-water-among-worst-in-country
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/wasting-water
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/local-sewage-uploaded

