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We are very very sorry for hustings hosting hash
27 April 2023

The Epsom and Ewell Times accepts full responsibility for last night’s farce and failure over the promised Stamford Ward
election hustings. We apologise unreservedly to the public.

Residents Association candidates Steve Bridger and Martin Olney had been prepared to answer your questions and
debate with Alison Kelly (who cycled to three churches in her quest for the hustings – see below) and David Buxton of
the Liberal Democrats and Andrew Bailey of the Green Party.

The candidates who did not register to attend the hustings were Karen Landle and Richard Chinn (Labour) and Aaron
Persand and Stephen Pontin (Conservative).

The Gods seemed to be determined that this hustings would not take place. Firstly, we wrongly assumed a hall we had
booked was the Scout Hall at the rear of Epsom Methodist Church in Ashley Road. An eagle eyed scout-leader spotted our
error Tuesday and pointed out that we had booked the St Martins Scout troop hall. We then wrongly assumed their hall
was beside St Martin’s Church in Church Street and re-directed people there. Then on the night we discovered the scout
hall is in fact at the rear of the former St. John Chandler Church in Church Road.

To cap it all Church Road was closed for access at the East Street junction.

Two determined electors of Stamford Ward managed to work this out and turned up but agreed the abandonment of
proceedings. But nevertheless they had the chance to engage with Cllr Steve McCormick (RA candidate for Woodcote
and Langley Vale) who had attended as a spectator. As had Janice Baker of the Green Party standing in Nonsuch.

Lionel Blackman, who was to chair the event said: “It’s all my fault. I am sorry. We will get it right in 2027. Plenty of
time to continue our mission to inject new life into our local democracy. You know, in the global struggle against
authoritarianism not  only  must  we  nurse  democracy  at  the  micro-local  level,  if  conducted  with  personal  respect
democracy can be fun. And we did have a bit of fun last night, albeit at my expense.”

Epsom and Ewell Times is very confident, however, that the next hustings for the new ward of Horton will take place on
Tuesday 2nd May at Southfield Park Primary School,  Long Grove Rd, Epsom KT19 8TF at 7pm. There is only one such
school isn’t there?

The candidates willing to face the public standing in Stamford Ward:

Steve Bridger – Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell 

I took up the challenge of being a Councillor when I retired to put something back into the area that I have lived for the
majority of my life. I have secured 3 successful CIL bids for my Ward – 2 for Epsom Common and 1 for Horton Country
Park. I am a believer in sustainability and any way that we can recycle, use power and resources more efficiently and
generally be more careful about what we buy.
I became part of the RA due to the non-political stance that it takes – I am not told what to do or how to vote (I have voted
against items that could affect my Ward and residents). I enjoy meeting residents, helping them out not only with matters
concerning the Council  but  giving my life  experiences  to  assist  in  some civil  matters.  I  have assisted in  fighting

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/we-are-very-very-sorry-for-hustings-hosting-hash


Current

© 2021-2026. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd.
Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY

2

inappropriate planning matters (Kingswood House School, Clayhill Lodge etc.)
Party Politics should not come into local ‘politics’, promises of changing things that are outside our realm are matters that
are decided by the politicians and outside our control – they have no place here.
I am proud to be part of the Borough that is known throughout the world, just mention Epsom and everyone knows or has
heard of it, so lets keep it non-political and a great place to live, work and enjoy!

David Buxton – Liberal Democrat Focus Team 

David has lived in Epsom for 18 years and worked as CEO for one of Londons leading Disabled Peoples Organisations.
David was previously an Epsom and Ewell Borough Councillor for four years. For 10 years David was a Committee
Member and Chair of Livingstone Park Association leading the campaign to pull down the derelict Water Tower, and the
campaign for the dilapidated Horton Chapel to become a charitable trust, enabling its transformation to its former glory
as a listed building – the now new Horton Chapel Arts Centre! David was formerly Chair of the British Deaf Association
and is a current Board Member of the European Union of the Deaf. David led the British Sign Language (BSL) Act
Campaign nationally,  he has won several  national campaign awards and has been named as one of  Britain’s most
influential disabled people. David is keen to protect wildlife, parks and the Green Belt.

Alison Kelly – Liberal Democrat Focus Team
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Alison has lived in Epsom since 1986 and was a Borough Councillor for 8 years serving on planning and finance
committees. From 2007 to 2015, Alison was the main opposition spokesperson on budgetary and financial policy. Alison
became involved in local politics to protect our open areas and gardens because of her dismay at the number of planning
decisions that were changing the landscape. Alison welcomes this opportunity to be directly involved in deciding local
planning issues. Alison is particularly interested in promoting energy efficiency and recycling and is keen to ensure that
the borough exceeds targets and meets residents’ expectations. Alison also enjoys fitness, gardening and volunteering
locally.

Alison Kelly outside the final destination of St John Chandlers Church of her cycle-quest to find the hustings.

Epsom and Ewell Times can confirm her bicycle was there – just out of view of the photo.

Andrew Bailey – Green Party
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Andrew Bailey says:
“I will help build a sustainable future where our greenbelt is fully protected. I strongly believe in community

engagement and consensus politics. My aim is for Epsom council to provide better tools so people can recognise positive
change – increases in recycling, downturn in pollution, engage in development plans and tell the council where they

don’t feel safe. A community exists only when people feel their voices are heard.”
Andrew Bailey – Stamford Ward and Green candidate Janice Baker, who is standing in Nonsuch Ward, in eager

attendance at the second of the wrong venues – St Martins Church Hall.

Martin Olney – Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell
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The RA has not cut any services in the last four years and the auditors have complimented them on their sound
management of ever-dwindling financial resources. I want to help maintain the Borough’s efficiency and continue to

provide what local people want. I was a Councillor in 2015 -2019, my main interest was planning and planning policy. I
also looked after Veterans in the Borough as well as maintained our heritage assets.

The results of the consultation on the Local Plan have made the RA pause the plan. I will work for a new plan that meets
the needs of the residents.

Surrey County Council is failing to maintain our roads, deliver enough schools places or provide adequate transport.
Ofsted gave a ‘requires improvement’ for their Child Service, one of many dismal performances. I will pressure them to

meet their obligations as they take 76% of your Council Tax.
The RA is focused on issues, within their responsibilities, that impact the people in the Ward. The National political

parties have a wider agenda and are influenced by a central office. A vote for the RA is a vote for local decisions being
taken after consultation with local people.

Politics or personality puzzles Claygate voters
27 April 2023

It’s a grey day in Claygate but the mood among the Lib Dems who have gathered at a micro pub next to the village station
is anything but gloomy.

In a bright yellow jacket she said was a “hand me down” via one of her sons, the party’s parliamentary candidate for
Esher and Walton reacted to the news that Dominic Raab had resigned from the cabinet.

Monica Harding called for Mr Raab to resign as the area’s MP, and said residents “deserved better”.
Mr Raab said he had set out his position, and appreciated the “hundreds of messages of support” he had received. He
added: “My overriding focus now is on delivering for the people of Esher and Walton, with our economic plan and support
with energy bills.”

In the 2019 general election, Ms Harding took 45 per cent of the vote in Esher and Walton, cutting the Conservative MP’s
majority from 23,298 in 2017, to 2,743. It is therefore a key seat the Lib Dems have their eye on for the next general
election, which must be called before January 2025.

But with local elections taking place in Elmbridge on May 4, could Mr Raab’s resignation in the wake of an investigation
into bullying also impact on those voters?

The Lib Dem leader, Ed Davey, also the MP for neighbouring Kingston and Surbiton, told the LDRS that in parliamentary
constituencies across Surrey, including Esher and Walton, Guildford, Woking and Mole Valley, the party was sensing a
“real opportunity”. He added: “This chaos and indecency in the Conservatives is what’s putting off a lot of life-long
Tories.”

The village of Claygate has around 7,000 people, an average house price of more than £1.1million and three Liberal
Democrat councillors. Elmbridge Borough Council, the area’s local authority, is run by the Residents Associations’ 18
councillors, in coalition with the 13 Lib Dem councillors.

The Conservatives are the second largest party, with 15 councillors, five of which hold seats that are up for election on
May 4 when a third of the members are up for election.

Current Lib Dem councillor Alex Coomes is up for election, standing against John Charles Burns for the Conservatives
and Sue Cope for the Labour Party.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/politics-or-personality-puzzles-claygate-voters
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One voter told the LDRS Mr Raab’s resignation would not impact on how she would vote in the borough council elections.

An investigation into Mr Raab by Adam Tolley KC looked at eight formal complaints against the MP from his work in
three separate government departments.

In his resignation letter, Mr Raab said all but two of the claims had been dismissed in the report and raised concerns the
inquiry would “encourage spurious complaints” against ministers.

Peter Szanto, chairman of Esher & Walton Conservative Association, said: “Dominic has continually worked to support
our constituency and all those that live here. He has always been professional, kind, thoughtful and tenacious in his
work.I, and the Esher & Walton Conservative Association, fully support him.”

Ann Hennings, who said she had met Mr Raab “several times at various functions”, had found him to be “very kind” and
said she didn’t have “a bad thing to say about him”. She said she was glad she was not at work anymore, and asked:
“What is bullying? Getting somebody’s job done, is that bullying? I think anybody who’s in charge of anything might be
accused of that sometimes.” She said that the local Liberal Democrats, who run the council in a coalition with Residents’
Association councillors, “seem to get things done” but added that her voting habits were not the same on national and
local ballots.

“If you have parents that are a certain party, I think a lot of people tend to be the same, it goes down with families,” she
said. “My family were staunch Conservatives. I’ve always voted Conservative but never locally. I’ve only ever voted
liberal.”

Another resident said Mr Raab’s resignation from his roles as Deputy Prime Minister and Justice Secretary was “good
riddance”, but said it would not change how she would vote locally.

While the Liberal Democrat leader on Elmbridge Borough Council, and Claygate councillor, Cllr Bruce McDonald, said
on the doorstep the constituency’s MP came up “from time to time” he didn’t think Mr Raab was “at the front of their
minds”. Cllr McDonald said: “I and my colleagues are much more interested in talking about our positive vision for
Elmbridge, what we’re getting on with doing because, ultimately, that’s what people want from us.”

But the national picture isn’t far from some people’s minds on the doorstep. Lynne Murray opened her front door to find
Ed Davey, Monica Harding and a raft of journalists on her doorstep. She told Mr Davey there was a “very high chance”
the Lib Dems may be lucky and get her vote in the future elections.

With issues including the country’s economic prosperity, a “holistic, long term” look at the NHS needed and wanting
people to feel “hope again” she said she thought that aspiring to “have a great life” was “so far away from so many people
at the moment.” She added: “I’m looking back at 12 years of Conservative government and I can’t think of a single aspect
of life in the UK that’s been better.”

Many  Surrey  motorists  will  be  paying  the  ULEZ
charge.
27 April 2023

There could be more than 250,000 cars on Surrey’s roads that do not meet ULEZ complaint standards. That figure climbs
to  335,584  cars  when  counting  those  with  Statutory  Off  Road  Notifications  (SORN),  according  to  a  Freedom of
Information request by the LDRS.

The figures are based on collective postcode data supplied by the DVLA and include some crossover, for example with
Chipstead and Coulsden in London, and on the border with East Grimstead in West Sussex.

According to Transport for London “petrol cars that meet the ULEZ standards are generally those first registered with the
DVLA after 2005, although cars that meet the standards have been available since 2001. Diesel cars that meet the
standards are generally those first registered with the DVLA after September 2015.”

In Surrey postcodes, recorded information held by the DVLA shows there were 71,892 petrol engine cars first registered
before January 1 2005, with a further 50,655 classed as SORN. The figures are worse for non-compliant diesel cars, with
190,026 licensed and 23,011 SORN first registered before September 1 2015. Combined that means there are 261,918
non ULEZ  compliant taxed cars registered to Surrey postcodes and a further 73,666 off road.

The figures were from a snapshot census of the DVLA vehicle record which is taken quarterly and is up to date to
February 2023.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/many-surrey-motorists-will-be-paying-the-ulez-charge
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/many-surrey-motorists-will-be-paying-the-ulez-charge
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The ULEZ boundary is expected to be expanded to the Surrey border in August and would mean that those driving with
petrol vehicles registered before 2005 or diesels users before 2015 will need to pay a £12.50 daily charge.

In February, ​​Surrey County Council joined forces with four London boroughs to launch a High Court legal challenge
against Transport for London (TfL) and the Mayor of London’s decision to expand the zone.

In April a judge ruled there was a case to be heard on two grounds – the legal basis for the scheme and the rollout of the
scrappage scheme. It is expected to be heard in July.

Among the things Surrey County Council is calling on the Mayor of London provide are more data on the impact to
residents, extend car scrappage and the Zone 6 Oyster Card scheme and to provide corridors to NHS facilities that are on
the border,

Key workers, who regularly have to travel to London, should also be exempt, the county argues.

The Local Democracy Service has also requested that these figures be broken down by individual postcode.

The full list of postcodes included in the data is: CR3, CR5, CR6, GU1, GU10, GU12, GU15, GU16, GU18, GU19, GU2,
GU20, GU21, GU22, GU23, GU24, GU25, GU26, GU27, GU3, GU4, GU5, GU6, GU7, GU8, GU9, KT10, KT11, KT12, KT13,
KT14, KT15, KT16, KT17, KT18, KT20, KT21, KT22, KT23, KT24, KT7, KT8, RH1, RH10, RH12, RH19, RH2, RH3, RH4,
RH5, RH6, RH7, RH8, RH9, SM7, TN16, TN8, TW15, TW16, TW17, TW18, TW19, TW20

Related reports:

ULEZ Court battle looming

Surrey Council’s ULEZ talks ongoing with TfL

Can you beat the ULEZ charge?

Will Me’lud halt ULEZ expansion to Epsom borders?

A sign of no signs to come on ULEZ?

ULEZ will come to Epsom and Ewell borders

Polls apart – from the norm?
27 April 2023

The Epsom Playhouse is listed as one of Surrey’s “quirky” polling stations in the report below from the BBC’s LDRS
(Epsom and Ewell Times’ official news partner). A full list of the polling stations for the Borough of Epsom and Ewell
Council’s upcoming 4th May elections can be FOUND HERE.

When many Surrey voters head out to cast their ballot in local elections on May 4 they will go to the village halls,
community centres and schools that are often used as polling stations.

But some will visit more unusual locations, including a pub, a theatre and a former home for “vagrants and casual
workers” all being used as polling stations.

Local elections are being held in all 11 districts and boroughs across the county, though not all residents will go to the
polls.

Some councils, including Elmbridge, Tandridge and Woking, elect their councillors “by thirds”, meaning one third of
council seats are up for election each time.

Others, including Guildford and Epsom and Ewell, hold “all out” elections every four years.

At the Bull Inn, in Warlingham, people voting in Tandridge District Council elections will be able to grab a pint once they
are done and drink it in the pub’s garden. It is the third time the pub has been used as a polling station, and tea and
coffee will be served in the morning with alcohol available from midday.

While voters in Esher, within Dominic Raab’s parliamentary ward, will tread the boards of the Esher theatre to cast their
vote. A production of City Of Dreams will run at the theatre until April 29, and there is a performance the day after the
vote of Cool Britannia Cabaret.

It’s not the only theatre to be used as a polling station on May 4, with the Epsom Playhouse also being used as a polling
station for voters in Epsom and Ewell’s Town ward.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/ulez-court-battle-looming
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-councils-ulez-talks-ongoing-with-tfl
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/can-you-beat-the-ulez-charge
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/melud-may-halt-ulez-expansion-to-epsom-borders
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/a-sign-of-no-signs-to-come-on-ulez
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/ulez-will-come-to-epsom-and-ewell-borders
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/polls-apart-from-the-norm
https://www.epsom-ewell.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/council/elections-and-voting/local-elections/List%20of%20Polling%20Stations%20with%20Postcodes%20-%20Final%204%20May%202023.pdf
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Some voters in Guildford will have the opportunity to cast their ballot at the Spike in the borough’s Castle ward. The
purpose-built home for vagrants and casual workers, which opened in 1906, was built to separate vagrant workers from
those within the main workhouse. In 2005, the Charlotteville Jubilee Trust fundraised to rescue the building, after a
period of it being used by St Luke’s Hospital before its relocation to the Royal Surrey site, and after it was listed as a
Grade II building. The Community Centre and Heritage Centre now on the site opened in 2008.

Polling stations on May 4 will be open from 7am until 10pm, and voters should receive a polling card from their district
council to let them know which polling station to attend.

It is also the first local elections where voters nationwide will need to show ID in order to be able to vote.
A full list of accepted forms of voter ID is available on the gov.uk website and the deadline to apply for a Voter Authority
Certificate is 5pm on Tuesday, April 25.

Related Reports:

Epsom and Ewell Local Elections general

Beginning to line up for local elections

Register to vote deadline for elections

4th May Surrey goes to the polls

Turn up to turn downturn in turnout!

Worrying about voter ID law

No photo – no vote!

Epsom’s university to go from millions to zero
27 April 2023

UCA Epsom has secured a multi-million-pound fund to meet a Net Zero target. The University for the Creative Arts (UCA)
in Epsom has been awarded £4.5m in Government funding to decarbonise heating at its campus.

By harnessing new technologies and increasing onsite power generation, the University aims to deliver more than a 90%
reduction in carbon emissions from energy consumption across a ten-year period and meet its commitment to Net Zero
carbon emissions by 2030.   

Professor Mark Ellul, Chief Operating Officer at UCA, said: “Since 2007, our investment in energy efficiency and
onsite renewables, have halved our carbon emissions despite growing as a university. We are now building on this work to
create a step-change in our efforts to reach Net Zero. 

“We are committed to being one of the greenest universities in the UK and this funding is an endorsement of the work we
have already undertaken to deliver greener campuses.”  

Scott Keiller, UCA Sustainability Manager said: “In the coming months we will be developing our plans, aiming to
replace our gas-powered heating with ground source and air  source heat pumps by spring 2025.  We will  also be
significantly increasing our solar power generation to reduce our demand on grid electricity and adding sophisticated
energy control systems and grid connected energy storage.”  

The project will  be funded by the Government’s Public Sector Decarbonisation Scheme (PSDS) with the University
committing a similar amount of funding. The Public Sector scheme was initiated by the Department for Energy Security
and Net Zero and it is delivered by Salix Finance. 

Director of Programmes Ian Rodger from Salix Finance said: “The projects at the University of Creative Arts are
ambitious and our teams at Salix are looking forward to being part of the University’s journey to reach its Net Zero
targets.

“The University has made substantial progress in the last few years in reducing its carbon emissions and this PSDS grant
will enable significant further carbon reductions.

“As well as creating greener campuses, the buildings will also be more comfortable for the students, staff and other
visitors to use.”

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/local-elections-4th-may-2023
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/beginning-to-line-up-for-local-elections
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/register-to-vote-deadline-for-elections
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/4th-may-surrey-goes-to-the-polls
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/turn-up-to-turn-downturn-in-turnout
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/worrying-about-voter-id-law
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/no-photo-no-vote
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsoms-university-to-go-from-millions-to-zero
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Surrey Prof. gets £2M for AI driven clean energy
27 April 2023

The University of Surrey’s Professor Jin Xuan  has won a prestigious Open Fellowship from the Engineering and
Physical Sciences Research Council (EPSRC) to develop the next generation of clean energy devices using advanced
artificial intelligence. 

As well as using electrochemical technology to explore established applications like green hydrogen production and
CO2 reduction, Prof Xuan will also develop future technologies, with a particular focus on cleaner, greener fertilisers. 

Prof Xuan said: 

“Manufacturing fertiliser to help crops grow is hugely carbon intensive, but if we can achieve a breakthrough on the
difficult electrochemical reduction of nitrogen to generate ammonia, we could make significant steps to address this. 

“The answer lies in artificial intelligence to design the complex electrochemical devices, but many existing algorithms in
this area don’t offer explanations for how the AI comes to its conclusions. The relation between the inputs and outputs is a
mystery, but I plan to open the ‘black box’ to find results which are reliable, explainable and transferable.” 

The five-year fellowship will enable Prof Xuan to develop Explainable Artificial Intelligence tools and models which lead to
an automated loop of materials design, manufacturing and testing of electrochemical devices. Prof Xuan will work with
industrial partners from Siemens PSE, Intelligent Energy and Johnson Matthey. 

Prof Xuan said:  

“My ambitions for this research are huge and can only be achieved with long-term support like this. The flexibility offered
to me through this fellowship will enable me to shape my research as findings emerge, following the solutions which
reveal themselves through my work, in partnership with other academics and industry. I’m extremely grateful to the
EPSRC for this support.” 

 President and Vice-Chancellor of the University of Surrey, Professor Max Lu, said: 

“Jin exemplifies Surrey’s values of inspiration and innovation. He is ambitious about solving global challenges, working
collaboratively with interdisciplinary researchers and innovators. We’re very proud of him for winning this fellowship.” 

Surrey Police secretly recorded public’s calls with
officers
27 April 2023

You probably knew 999 calls are recorded but did you know your conversations with individual Surrey Police Officers
were being secretly recorded without you knowing? Surrey Police has escaped a fine for its mass breach of privacy and
has received a serious reprimand from the UK’s data authority. The Information Commissioner Office issued yesterday the
press release below.

The Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO) has issued a reprimand to Surrey Police following the rollout of an app
that recorded phone conversations and unlawfully captured personal data.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-prof-gets-2m-for-ai-driven-clean-energy
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-police-secretly-recorded-publics-calls-with-officers
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-police-secretly-recorded-publics-calls-with-officers
https://ico.org.uk/action-weve-taken/enforcement/surrey-police/
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In June 2020, the ICO became aware that staff members across both police forces had access to an app that recorded all
incoming and outgoing phone calls. 1,015 staff members downloaded the app onto their work mobile phones and more
than 200,000 recordings of phone conversations, likely with victims, witnesses, and perpetrators of suspected crimes,
were automatically saved.

The ICO considered it highly likely that the app captured a large variety of personal data during these calls and it
considered that the processing of some of this data was unfair and unlawful. Police officers that downloaded the app were
unaware that all calls would be recorded, and people were not informed that their conversations with officers were being
recorded.

The app was first made available in 2016 and was originally intended to be used as recording software by a small number
of specific officers, but Surrey Police and Sussex Police chose to make the app available for all staff to download. The app
has now been withdrawn from use and the recordings, other than those considered to be evidential material, have been
destroyed.

The ICO has applied its revised public sector approach to this case – instead of issuing a £1m fine to both Surrey Police
and Sussex Police, they have each received a formal reprimand. The ICO’s approach aims to reduce the impact of fines on
those accessing public services and to encourage greater data protection compliance from public authorities to prevent
harms from occurring in the first place.

“Sussex Police and Surrey Police failed to use people’s personal data lawfully by recording hundreds of thousands of
phone calls without their knowledge. People have the right to expect that when they speak to a police officer, the
information they disclose is handled responsibly. We can only estimate the huge amount of personal data collected during
these conversations, including highly sensitive information relating to suspected crimes.

“The reprimand reflects the use of the ICO’s wider powers towards the public sector as large fines could lead to reduced
budgets for the provision of vital services. This case highlights why the ICO is pursuing a different approach, as fining
Surrey Police and Sussex Police risks impacting the victims of crime in the area once again.

“This case should be a lesson learned to any organisation planning to introduce an app, product or service that uses
people’s personal  data.  Organisations must consider people’s data protection rights and implement data protection
principles from the very start.”

– Stephen Bonner, ICO Deputy Commissioner – Regulatory Supervision

Recommendations
The ICO recommended that Surrey Police and Sussex Police should take action to ensure their compliance with data
protection law, including:

Deployment of any new apps should consider data protection at the very beginning and document the process. A
specific team should consider the method and means of data processing, with remedial action taken to ensure
processing is compliant with current data protection legislation prior to the app being deployed.

Instruction and data protection guidance should be issued to staff in respect of the use of any apps, with officers
required to confirm that issued guidance has been read and understood.

Review existing policies and procedures to ensure that adequate consideration has been given to data subject
rights during the processing of personal data and special category data.

Review the content of data protection training, particularly in respect of law enforcement processing.

The ICO has asked Surrey Police and Sussex Police to provide details of actions taken to address these recommendations
within three months of the reprimand being issued.

Two Epsom brownfield developments?
27 April 2023

With local controversies about the draft Local Plan eyeing up Green Belt, Epsom and Ewell Borough Council soon
decides on two Town proposals. LDRS reports:

Plans for a care home on the site of the former Epsom police station and ambulance station are set for refusal by
councillors. The planned building, a 96-bed care in Church Street in Epsom, would be over three to five storeys, but

https://ico.org.uk/about-the-ico/media-centre/news-and-blogs/2022/06/ico-sets-out-revised-approach-to-public-sector-enforcement/
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/two-epsom-brownfield-developments
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council officers have raised concern about its “overly-domineering” impact on the surrounding area.

A meeting of Epsom and Ewell Borough Council’s planning committee on Thursday (April 20) will make a decision on the
application.

The 96 bedrooms in the proposed home would provide nursing, residential and dedicated dementia care, and would have
en suite wet rooms.

There are 20 listed buildings in the The Church Street Conservation Area, which wraps around the south and west ends of
the site. Officers said the scale, form, design and materials of the plans would cause “cause less than substantial harm” to
the nearby listed buildings including Hermitage (Grade II Listed), Ashley Cottages (Grade II Listed) and The Cedars
(Grade II* Listed).

A council report into the care home said the building would “represent an overly domineering and incongruous addition
that would fail to integrate with the prevailing character and appearance of the area”.

Concerns were also raised about the future of trees on the site including a cedar and a lime tree during excavation works
for the development.

At the same meeting, councillors should make a decision on a plan for 20 homes in a five- and six-storey development on
the corner of West Street and Station Approach in the town.

The plans, which would include just two affordable homes and five parking spaces, received 51 letters of objection raising
concerns about the impact on the character of the town, and the loss of the existing building.
Officers have recommended the plans be approved, which would include the demolition of the current 1905 building
which was originally a corn and coal merchants.

The redevelopment of the former Gillespie’s Bakery building has been objected to by the county council’s highways
authority, because of the need to reduce the width of the existing pavement and cycle path.

Under a previous application, the highways authority had not objected to plans, but since then a stronger policy had been
adopted to improve travel methods for pedestrians and cyclists, leading to the objection.

Despite the five car parking spaces not meeting the council’s guidelines for parking, an officers’ report said: “The site is in
a highly sustainable location with access to a number of public transport modes and the displaced parking can be
accommodated in adjacent public car parks and via on street parking.”

The two affordable homes in the plans also fall below the council’s affordable housing recommendations, but a 40 per cent
provision would “substantially affect the overall viability of the scheme”, according to council documents.

The meeting will take place on Thursday, April 20 at 7.30pm.

Related reports:

West Street developers climbing down enough?

From custody to caring – new plans for Epsom’s old nick.

ULEZ Court battle looming
27 April 2023

Sadiq Khan’s proposed ULEZ expansion to the Surrey border will be challenged in the High Court after a judge ruled
there were valid legal arguments to be heard.

Five councils, including Surrey County Council, launched a joint legal bid against Transport for London (TfL) and the
Mayor of London’s decision to expand the Ultra Low Emission Zone (ULEZ) on a series of grounds including that it
failed to comply with statutory requirements, that it unlawfully failed to consider compliance rates. and did not consult on
scrappage schemes.

Other matters raised by lawyers in February 2023 were the lack of cost benefit analysis, inadequate consultation and
apparent predetermination.

Now a judge has said there is “an arguable case” that the Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan, has improperly handled the
expansion decision.

Councillor Tim Oliver, Leader of Surrey County Council, said: “This is good news and I’m pleased that our challenge to
the Mayor of London regarding ULEZ is proceeding. The impact on Surrey’s residents and businesses has been ignored by

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/west-street-developers-climbing-down-enough
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/from-custody-to-caring-new-plans-for-epsoms-old-nick
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/ulez-court-battle-looming
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the Mayor and it’s frankly disgraceful that it’s taken legal proceedings to have our voices heard.

“Our consultation response in July 2022 clearly highlighted that the Mayor’s decision failing to include Surrey residents in
any scrappage scheme was unacceptable, and proposed a number of other recommendations to help mitigate both the
financial and potential environmental impacts of the expansion. Our concerns have not been addressed by The Mayor.

“We remain committed to delivering a greener future, but it must be done in a practical and sustainable way. We will now
await the findings of the Judicial Review.”

Taking to twitter was Gareth Bacon, Orpington MP and one of the London boroughs that joined forces with Surrey. He
said: “I am delighted that the five local authorities, including Bromley, challenging ULEZ in the courts, have won the first
stage in their legal battle against Sadiq Khan’s decision. While the full legal case is still to be fought, today’s decision is a
significant step forward. 

“The Court has decided that there is an arguable case that Sadiq Khan has improperly handled his decision to expand
ULEZ across outer London. The Judicial Review will now proceed to a full hearing in the High Court. 2/5
“This means the Court believes there is an arguable case that the Mayor improperly handled the ULEZ consultation and
failed to consult affected residents in neighbouring Home Counties properly.

“Sadiq Khan arrogantly dismissed this legal challenge like he ignored outer Londoners’ concerns during the consultation.
He was wrong to do so, and this should be a wake-up call. He still has time to cancel ULEZ expansion and spare residents
his £12.50 daily road tax.

“Congratulations on today’s success to Bromley, Bexley, Hillingdon, Harrow and Surrey councils, who brought this legal
action. Like my constituents, I am pleased they have legally challenged ULEZ expansion, and I wish them every success in
the upcoming hearing.”

The court case follows TfL’s November 2022 announcement that it would push on with proposals to expand the ULEZ
scheme in August. It is understood that the High Court will sit to hear the matter in July. Should the court rule against the
Mayor of London it has the potential to delay the August 29 expansion.

A spokesperson for the Mayor said: “The Mayor is pleased to see the court has refused permission for the majority of the
grounds. We will continue to robustly defend his life-saving decision to expand the ULEZ and continue with preparations
without delay. It is a shame that some local authorities have chosen to attempt this costly and misguided legal challenge
instead of focusing on the health of those they represent.

“Around 4,000 Londoners die prematurely every year due to air pollution. This is a health emergency and the Mayor is not
prepared to stand by and do nothing while Londoners are growing up with stunted lungs and are more at risk of heart
disease, cancer and dementia due to our toxic air.”

Related Reports:

Surrey Council’s ULEZ talks ongoing with TfL

Can you beat the ULEZ charge?

Will Me’lud halt ULEZ expansion to Epsom borders?

A sign of no signs to come on ULEZ?

ULEZ will come to Epsom and Ewell borders

Yet more on ULEZ….

Surrey Police’s nose for dog training
27 April 2023

Surrey Police led the way in Police Dog development by offering a Metropolitan Police Officer, DC Harry Darbyshire, a
transfer to the Surrey Constabulary in October 1947, where he was made a Sergeant and put in charge of the Force’s new
Police Dog Section.

Top image is Sgt Darbyshire with Anna of Avondale’s son Loki

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-councils-ulez-talks-ongoing-with-tfl
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/can-you-beat-the-ulez-charge
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/melud-may-halt-ulez-expansion-to-epsom-borders
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/a-sign-of-no-signs-to-come-on-ulez
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/ulez-will-come-to-epsom-and-ewell-borders
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/yet-more-on-ulez
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-polices-historic-nose-for-dog-training
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Whilst dogs had been used by British Police Forces in various limited capacities prior to the Second World War, it was not
until after the war that Britain’s Police Forces began to consider the possibility of using working dogs to undertake major
Police work on a daily basis.

Sergeant Darbyshire was experienced in breeding dogs and training them according to the German method. This was the
method Surrey Police had researched and decided to proceed with.

Sergeant Darbyshire owned a German Shepherd dog called “Anna of Avondale” that had previously belonged to a
German soldier, who had served during the war. Anna of Avondale was Surrey Police’s first operational dog and together
with her son, Loki, formed the Surrey Police Dog Section that would go on to lead the way in Police dog development in
Britain and abroad.

Surrey Police dogs that performed well would be included in the breeding programme, with under achieving dogs being
removed from the Police Dog Section altogether.

Sir Joseph Simpson, the Chief Constable, who had recruited SergeantDarbyshire was a member of the Kennel Club and
his interest in working dogs led to him sanctioning the expansion of the Police Dog Section and encouraging Surrey
Police’s dog handlers to enter civilian Working Trials. This led to the Surrey Police’s Dog Section obtaining even greater
recognition due to the high number of awards it won.

The Secretary of the Associated Sheep, Police and Army Dog Society (ASPADS) (also known as the Working Trials
Society) has stated that, “Harry Darbyshire did more than any other person to put ASPADS, Working Trials and the
Nation’s Police Dog Sections on the map”. Darbyshire was credited with training over 200 dogs in his 29 years police
service. He was consulted from around the world, including Kenya and New Zealand.
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I was delighted to discover that the photo album containing images of German Shepherd dogs that I had won on an online
auction site, once belonged to Sgt. Darbyshire.

Surrey Police’s first Police Dog, Anna of Avondale died in August 1950, but her name lives on in The Anna of Avondale
Trophy, which serving Police Dogs and their handlers compete for every year in her memory.
The images accompanying this article were taken from the photo album and show Sergeant Darbyshire, who was awarded
the BEM (British Empire Medal), with some of his working dogs.
Sgt Darbyshire’s award of the BEM signed by the Monarch of the day.

Epsom  and  Ewell  tenants  paying  for  energy
inefficient homes?
27 April 2023

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-and-ewell-tenants-paying-for-energy-inefficient-homes
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-and-ewell-tenants-paying-for-energy-inefficient-homes
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55% of inspected rented homes in Epsom and Ewell are below Grade C in Energy Performance ratings. Landlords are
required to obtain Energy Performance Certificates for their rentals. To obtain a certificate an independent expert must
inspect the property. In an analysis of inspections across the country between 2018 and 2022 Epsom and Ewell’s figures
are consistent with the country average. 5% of those below grade C are not going to be able to rise to a C grade in the
future because of structural limitations.

The Government has plans to make a C grade mandatory for all rental properties from 2025. The most energy efficient
homes are graded A and the worse G. Those tenants living in sub C standard homes are paying more for their heating due
to poor insulation. Insulation was the most frequently recommended improvement measure for private rental properties,
making up 35% of all recommendations. On average tenants could save one third on their fuel bills if landlords brought
their properties up to the C grade.

Inspections for EPCs involve an assessment that looks at heating, windows and doors, insulation and other structural
factors, estimating how much it will cost to heat and light the property, what its carbon dioxide emissions are likely to be
and how to improve the rating.

Jonathan Winston, occupier support manager at the Carbon Trust said  “14% of UK emissions arise from residences,
homes. That means the reductions that need to be made there are very significant in order for the UK to meet its legally
binding net zero target by 2050. The emissions are quite difficult to tackle, particularly around heating. There’s a major
need to decarbonize our heating sources.”

Chris Norris, Director of policy at the National Residential Landlords Association said “I think there’s an awful lot of
misunderstanding and uncertainty about what landlords need to do in terms of energy efficiency.

“But the future proposals are to get to a C or above, because the Government have got this Net Zero target for 2050. The
problem is, they consulted on those new rules about three years ago, they closed that consultation two years ago in
January 2021, and they’ve never actually confirmed what new rules will be.

“You’ve got lots of landlords that are actually quite open to making changes to their properties, or making decisions at
least about what they need to do, but they really don’t know what path to take and they can’t commit to those spending
decisions until we find out exactly what the Government wants to do.”

He added: “At the moment the Government is doing very little to support landlords to make these changes. They’ve not
even given us the target or the deadline for what we’ve got to do.”

Rachelle Earwaker, senior economist at the Joseph Rowntree Foundation, said: “Living in a home with a poor EPC
rating has a range of impacts on the tenants. Homes are colder, often damper. They are much more expensive to heat. At
the moment in the energy crisis, that has had a massive impact. 

“What our research has shown is that 35% of low income private renters across the UK said they couldn’t afford to keep
their homes warm even before the recent winter that we’ve just had, and we know that a quarter were in arrears with the
energy bills in October and November, again before the winter.”

You can check any property’s EPC status on this Government link.

Related Reports:

Cllr Gulland: Insulate & Generate – two key aspects to include in the Local Plan for Epsom & Ewell

Is this Epsom Couple getting their heating for free?

https://find-energy-certificate.service.gov.uk/find-a-certificate/type-of-property
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/cllr-gulland-insulate-generate-two-key-aspects-to-include-in-the-local-plan-for-epsom-ewell
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/is-this-epsom-couple-getting-their-heating-for-free
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Beginning to line up for local elections
27 April 2023

A new Epsom and Ewell Borough Council will be elected on the 4th May. All 35 seats in all 14 wards are open to the
competition. Epsom and Ewell Times is providing every candidate standing the opportunity to have published on these
pages details of their candidacy and a short statement why they are standing.

The candidates are listed strictly in order of receipt of their details.

CLICK HERE for the Epsom and Ewell Times guide to all candidates – as it stands today.

When nominations close and the official list of candidates is published our list will be verified. We are not responsible if
any candidate chooses not to provide details but we will endeavour to include the names and parties represented of all
candidates after the official lists are published.

Candidates can supply their details via Form of entry for candidates.

You may find useful this EEBC official map of the Wards. You should have posted to you a polling card stating in which
ward you live and are eligible to vote for.

The new ward of Horton and the three most closely contested wards in the last election of 2019 will each have a hustings
organised by Epsom and Ewell Times as follows:

Wednesday 26th April:

3rd Scout Hall, Epsom Methodist Church, Ashley Road. Epsom, KT18 5AQ

6.15pm Stamford Ward

7.15pm Court Ward

8.15pm College Ward

Tuesday 2nd May at 7pm:

Southfield Park Primary School, Long Grove Rd, Epsom KT19 8TF, one hustings will be held for the new ward of
Horton.

Related reports:

Register to vote deadline for elections

4th May Surrey goes to the polls

Turn up to turn downturn in turnout!

Worrying about voter ID law

No photo – no vote!

Chance  for  Epsom and  Ewell’s  say  on  Heathrow
flights
27 April 2023

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/beginning-to-line-up-for-local-elections
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/e/2PACX-1vRFnWD4vDdusWGl7CSQybhEQxnwTQBhSkeGOG64PpOsswyOY05plxaQfcu8J4h6Ixo3x4FJZrQ6S2J_/pubhtml
https://adminepsomandewelltimescom-dot-mm-event2.appspot.com/em_FXR3FykvsD28CHueZIoW?url=https%3A%2F%2Fepsomandewelltimes.com%2Fcandidates-standing-in-epsom-and-ewell-borough-council-elections-4th-may-2023&key=e0dda4aaaa4a10fa4840fc9369b59fbd437cba6c
https://www.epsom-ewell.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/council/elections-and-voting/2023-05-04%20-%20Full%20set%20of%20Ward%20Maps.pdf
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/register-to-vote-deadline-for-elections
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/4th-may-surrey-goes-to-the-polls
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/turn-up-to-turn-downturn-in-turnout
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/worrying-about-voter-id-law
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/no-photo-no-vote
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/chance-for-epsom-and-ewells-say-on-heathrow-flights
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/chance-for-epsom-and-ewells-say-on-heathrow-flights
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Epsom and Ewell residents see and hear planes flying to and from Heathrow Airport. They are usually at a height of
6,000 to 7,000 feet. A new consultation is out for everyone effected by flight noise and pollution from the main London
Airports of Heathrow, Gatwick and Stansted. Chris Caulfield of LDRS reports generally on the topic and with reference to
Gatwick in particular:

Communities living under the Gatwick flight path face trading off quieter modern aircraft for an increase in night flights.
Current restrictions on night flights are due to expire in 2025 and the government is seeking views as part of its next
night flight abatement policy. 

It says it is aiming to balance the impact of sleep deprivation with the benefits to the wider economy.

Aviation minister Baroness Vere of Norbiton said: “There’s no doubt night flights have an effect on local residents
underneath busy flight paths, but as aircraft become quieter, we have an opportunity to strike a balance to make sure we
can support the aviation industry without having a debilitating impact on people’s lives. This consultation will help us to
shape policy and create a flightpath towards a more sustainable approach to night-time aviation noise.”

Currently about 16 aircraft, about 80 per cent of Heathrow’s night flights, land at the airport between 4.30am and 6am.
At Gatwick and Stansted, which are in more rural areas, the figures are higher.

Overall Heathrow can have 3,250 total night flight “movements” during seven summer months and 2,550 during winter.
At Gatwick that figure is far higher at 11,200 in summer and 5,150 in winter, with Stansted taking 8,100 and 5,600
respectively.

Paul Beckford, chairperson of HACAN group which acts as a voice for those under Heathrow flight paths, said: “We
welcome the recognition of the health impact of night flights which is a shift in the right direction, but we are worried
about the change in wording in the economic benefits.”

He said the 16 flights currently arriving before 6am were “the most disturbing” and had a cumulative effect on people.
Any one flight could wake a person up “but the real problem is when there are more and more flights coming. You wait for
the next one. You are woken up at 4.30am and then you know another one is coming.”

Most night flights, he said, were long-haul trips in demand for their cargo haulage but Mr Beckford suggested these could
be reorganised into the normal flight schedule which would both preserve people’s restful  nights as well  as bring
economic benefits.

He cited the drop in aviation traffic post pandemic and the increase in online meetings as reasons for there being greater
flexibility in runway slots.

Mr Beckford also questioned the consultation being carried out before the results of the Dr Charlotte Clark report into
the health impacts of night noise was published – due out in 2024/25.

Sally Pavey, chairperson of the Community Against Gatwick Noise Emissions, said the group was pleased to see the
“long-awaited” consultation but that night flight, and the subsequent noise, was “much hated by residents and well
documented to cause health issues”. 

She said: “We would like to see a ban on night flights at Gatwick Airport but we know that the airlines are far too
powerful for this to ever happen no matter how many reports are produced by medical officials to the health impacts they
have on those seeking sleep.

“The government needs to change its attitude towards aviation and seek to address this health risk that they are
subjecting residents to every night in Surrey, Sussex, and Kent all the time they continue to allow holiday makers flying
during the night. We can’t believe that bucket and spade travellers seeking all year round sun and leisure overseas really
want to travel at night, so we can only keep up pressure on government and the airline to have night flights banned on
health grounds.”

The six-week consultation is taking input and evidence from the aviation industry and communities before forming the
backbone of to manage aviation noise from October 2025.

Once decided upon, the government said it will  pursue the “most cost-effective measures for achieving the desired
outcomes”.

Night noise at airports was last consulted on in December 2020 which resulted in rolling over existing restrictions from
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October 2022 to October 2025.

The consultation closes on May 9 and is available here.

Surrey sleep specialists supported
27 April 2023

The University of Surrey has been awarded £1.7 million to further research into the sleep and circadian rhythms of
people living with dementia.  

Disturbed sleep is a common symptom for people living with dementia, but it is not known how and to what extent sleep
disturbance exacerbates the disease. 

Led by Professor Derk-Jan Dijk, the team at Surrey will expand their innovative programme of research that is using
new technologies to non-invasively monitor and improve the sleep of dementia sufferers. The research is conducted in
close collaboration with Imperial College London and the Surrey and Borders Partnership Trust, as part of the UK
Dementia Research Institute (UK DRI). 

Professor Derk-Jan Dijk, Director of Surrey Sleep Research Centre (SSRC), said:  

“People living with dementia often have issues with sleep and, often, their memory is seemingly worse after a bad night.
Good quality sleep is integral to our cognitive health, and now we need to test whether improving the sleep of those living
with dementia will slow down the progression of the condition and preserve an individual’s memory for longer. To assist
with this, we have the opportunity to use new technologies to both monitor and potentially improve the sleep of dementia
sufferers over an extended period, in a way that is non-intrusive and supportive to people living with dementia and their
carers.  

“This award is invaluable in helping us to continue our work and I am grateful to the UK DRI, the Medical Research
Council, Alzheimer’s Research UK and Alzheimer’s Society for making this possible.” 

To learn more and ultimately improve the sleep of those living with dementia, researchers are applying digital health
technologies that can sense movements and physiological signals of individuals whilst they sleep. This combined with
mathematical modelling, machine learning, video analysis of sleep behaviour and molecular biomarker approaches, will
yield  a  comprehensive  understanding of  the  relationship  between sleep,  circadian rhythms,  symptoms and disease
progression in people living with dementia.  

Professor Dijk added:  

“A major advantage of the novel digital technologies we’re working with, many of which are contactless, is that they pose
very little burden on the participant and can be used to monitor sleep and circadian rhythms in the home environment for
weeks, months and years.” 

The Surrey team will also continue to test new interventions to improve sleep. Interventions to be tested include changing
brain oscillations through delivery of precisely targeted auditory stimulation during REM sleep (a sleep stage thought to
be particular important for brain function) or improving the light environment to boost circadian rhythms. 

Professor Paul Townsend, Pro-Vice-Chancellor and Executive Dean of the Faculty of Health and Medical Sciences at the
University of Surrey, said:  

“Congratulations to Professor Dijk and the team of researchers from across the University in securing this fantastic
award. This is testament to their hard work and dedication in this field.  

“This year marks 20 years of the Surrey Sleep Research Centre which continues to go from strength to strength and
cements our position as a global leader of sleep research.”  

Fiona Carragher, Director of Research and Influencing at Alzheimer’s Society and a Surrey alumni, said:  

“As a founding partner and funder of the UK DRI, we are very proud of what the Institute has achieved since its launch in
2017. We congratulate everyone involved in placing it on the map as a global leader in dementia research and for the
great impact it has had so far. This has included critical research into developing new diagnostic tools to ensure people
living with dementia receive an early and accurate diagnosis, potentially giving them access to one of the disease-
modifying treatments we hope to see emerging from the clinical trials pipeline in the coming years.” 

Surrey University Press Office

https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/7WYIHT/
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-sleep-specialists-supported
https://74n5c4m7.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fukdri.ac.uk%2F/1/0102018746b72472-6b7b3603-b45b-4332-8a77-9ec47dfb02bf-000000/Zq-sekCdA1BVUMgI94mZsHwyGa8=315
https://74n5c4m7.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fukdri.ac.uk%2F/1/0102018746b72472-6b7b3603-b45b-4332-8a77-9ec47dfb02bf-000000/Zq-sekCdA1BVUMgI94mZsHwyGa8=315
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Turn up to turn downturn in turnout!
27 April 2023

In an exclusive for Epsom and Ewell Times we report on voter turnout in the last four Epsom and Ewell Borough Council
Elections. 2007, 2011, 2015 and 2019. The May 2015 Council election was held on the same day as the UK Parliamentary
General Election and the turnout for the local election was much higher as a result. The next election in Epsom and Ewell
will be held on Thursday 4th May.

Excluding the 61% 2015 turnout the average turnout across the Borough between 2007 and 2019 was 38.19% of the
electorate, with the lowest turnout last time in 2019 with just 32.83%.

Consistently the Wards with the lowest turnouts have been Ruxley, Court and Town. Ruxley having the lowest since 2007
of just 25.23% in 2019.

The highest turnouts are in the richer wards of Woodcote, College and Stamford. Though these wards are also more
closely contested and that can explain their higher turnouts as well. The highest recorded since 2007 being College Ward
in 2011 with just over 59%. (Again the General Election year of 2015 excluded.)

However, Court Ward is also one of the top three contested Wards in the Borough and that is why it features in the Epsom
and Ewell Hustings for three Wards that takes place on 26th April. CLICK HERE for details.

Will the requirement for photo ID see a further decline in voter turnout in Epsom and Ewell?

Related reports:

Worrying about voter ID law

No photo – no vote!

Click HERE for the full analysis.
Photograph © Andrew Dunn,

Jail  for  prolific  Epsom  burglar  who  preyed  on
vulnerable women
27 April 2023
Thanks to the determination of Surrey officers, a prolific burglar from Epsom has found himself sentenced to over three
years behind bars.

Frank Smith, 27, from Rutland Close was sentenced at Guildford Crown Court on Friday (17 March), after he pleaded
guilty to 19 offences over the last year making the lives of many in the borough of Epsom and Ewell a misery.

Victims spoke about being left “traumatised and anxious” after being targeted by Smith, with one saying: “I should feel
safe in my home and not have to worry about things like I do, because of him”.

Another victim described how she had been “manipulated” by Smith and said it was “hard to trust people after what he
did”.

A woman whose house was burgled by Smith said: “It is very difficult to put across in words how devastating it has been
for me, and my family, to suffer such a violation of our home, peace of mind and family life.

 “Home should be a safe and comforting place, but since the burglary, both of my children are deeply afraid to be in the
house. Our home was utterly ransacked. My children’s belongings were strewn on the floor, my daughter’s toys and horse
figures were left broken and they had even broken into her money box.”

In this series of offences, which started in May 2022, Smith pleaded guilty to a burglary at Buildbase in Epsom, where he
stole tools totalling £4,400.

That same month he stole a black Peugeot 3008 from outside a takeaway while the owner was inside the restaurant. This

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/turn-up-to-turn-downturn-in-turnout
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/borough-council-election-hustings-2023
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/worrying-about-voter-id-law
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/no-photo-no-vote
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was followed by the theft of a VW van from the forecourt of a petrol station while its owner was in the garage paying for
fuel. He later burgled the Co-Op store on Chessington Road, Epsom managing to get into the safe in the staff room and
taking several hundred pounds.

In June 2022, whilst on bail under investigation for these offences, Smith saw a woman taking out cash from a Sainsbury’s
in Epsom. He then followed her outside and back to her car. She described how Smith ran past her and snatched her bag
out of her trolly whilst she was unloading shopping into the boot. The cost to the victim was estimated to be around
£1,000 as she had to change the locks to her home, order replacement car keys and get a new phone. Her bank cards
were then used shortly after to make two purchases totalling just under £60. Smith was caught on CCTV getting lottery
scratch cards and making contactless payments, while holding the cash he had taken from her.

Smith then moved on to targeting private homes. After going out for the day, an elderly woman returned home to find a
whole drawer missing from her dresser which had contained jewellery including a gold watch, two bracelets and several
pairs of earrings with a total value of around £4,000.  Smith was caught on CCTV carrying the drawer with its contents
partly visible.

In July 2022, Smith approached an 83-year-old woman as she was being dropped home, telling her that she had a leaking
gutter and offering to fix it. The victim described how he initially quoted £15 but after a brief amount of work, claimed
he’d had to replace the rubber seals and the cost would now be £135. When the victim’s son later checked the guttering,
he found that no work had been done. Smith later returned to the property via a side gate before climbing in her front
bedroom window and taking her purse.

In September 2022, Smith knocked on the door of a property in Epsom and told the 90-year-old occupant she had a rat
problem in her back garden. The victim went through the house to the garden followed by Smith. Later she checked her
handbag and found that her wallet and purse were missing. She later said Smith had been constantly pestering her to do
guttering or other jobs around her home. Following this burglary, Smith used the victim’s card on six occasions making
contactless payments.

A further nine offences committed by Smith were also taken into consideration, including four burglaries, three thefts of
motor vehicles, one offence of fraud by false representation and one theft of a pedal cycle.

Detective Constable Sam Wightman, who led the investigation, said: “Smith is a serial offender and over time, escalated
from opportunistic acquisitive crime, to targeted burglaries and fraud – targeting primarily elderly women. He has caused
untold distress to his victims leaving them feeling unsafe in their own homes and costing them thousands because of the
way he preyed on their vulnerabilities. This case has involved a lot of hard work and tenacity from officers across several
units to track down the evidence needed to link these offences to one person and, because of this work, Smith is now
where he deserves to be – behind bars.”

The above is reprinted from Surrey Police website with permission. It is not a court reporter’s report.


