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Epsom Hospital faces flu challenge

9 January 2026
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Hospitals serving Epsom and Ewell are facing one of their toughest starts to a year in recent memory, with dozens of beds
taken up by flu patients and others closed because of infection control, as winter illnesses surge across the country.

As of Sunday, 45 beds across St George’s, Epsom and St Helier hospitals were occupied by patients with influenza,
according to the St George’s, Epsom and St Helier University Hospitals and Health Group. At the same time, further beds
have had to be taken out of use due to flu and norovirus outbreaks, reducing the system’s overall capacity just as demand
is rising.

The combination of cold weather, widespread winter viruses and a growing number of patients needing specialist
treatment has created what NHS leaders locally describe as a “bleak” start to the new year.

Elaine Clancy, Group Chief Nurse for St George’s, Epsom and St Helier, said hospitals across the group were seeing
“some very sick patients” as winter illnesses and low temperatures take their toll. “Don’t make the mistake of thinking flu
is just a bad cold,” she said. “These figures show the infection can make people seriously ill, and I'd urge people to take
steps to ensure they and their loved ones don’t suffer.”

A national problem, not just local

The pressure on Epsom and St Helier reflects a wider national trend. NHS England has warned that socialising over
Christmas and New Year is likely to have fuelled a rebound in flu, Covid-19 and other winter viruses, with senior figures
cautioning that the worst of the season is “far from over”.

Across England, hospitals are again reporting high numbers of admissions for respiratory illness, alongside continued
demand from people with complex medical needs who are more vulnerable in cold weather. The knock-on effect is felt
most sharply in accident and emergency departments, where delays grow when wards are full and patients cannot be
moved on.

Public health experts have long warned that flu remains a serious illness, particularly for older people, pregnant women
and those with underlying conditions. In bad seasons, it contributes to thousands of excess deaths nationally, even though
it is often dismissed as minor.

Norovirus, meanwhile, spreads rapidly in hospitals and care settings, forcing wards or bays to close for deep cleaning,
further reducing available beds at precisely the moment they are most needed.

What people can do

Local NHS leaders are urging residents to take simple but effective steps to reduce the spread of infection and help
protect the health service. These include getting vaccinated against flu if eligible, washing hands regularly, staying at
home if unwell, and avoiding contact with vulnerable people when displaying symptoms. Keeping homes warm - ideally at
18°C or above in key rooms - and wrapping up when going outdoors also helps reduce the risk of illness.

People are also being asked to use health services appropriately, so that emergency departments remain available for
those in urgent need. NHS 111, which is available online and by phone 24 hours a day, can direct people to the right
service, while community pharmacists can advise on many minor illnesses and treatments.

Residents are encouraged to check on neighbours, friends and family who may be vulnerable, to make sure they have
food, medication and adequate heating during the cold snap.

With flu and winter viruses still circulating widely, health leaders say the coming weeks will be critical — both for
hospitals trying to manage demand, and for communities doing their part to keep themselves and others safe.

Sam Jones - Reporter

Related report:

Epsom Hospital braces for flu spike
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Epsom lamppost flags: symbol of pride — or cause
of anxiety?

9 January 2026
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Across parts of Epsom and Ewell, the appearance of Union Jack flags tied to lampposts has prompted sharply differing
reactions. For some residents, the flag remains a symbol of shared identity and national belonging. For others, the
manner of their sudden arrival — often without permission and fixed to public infrastructure — has caused unease,
sparking wider anxieties about division, ownership of public space, and the meaning of patriotism in modern Britain.

In September 2025 Surrey County Council restated its position on flags and attachments to street furniture, reminding
residents that anything fixed to a lamppost or painted on a public highway requires formal consent. The council
emphasised safety considerations for drivers, pedestrians and maintenance crews, and said unauthorised attachments
may be removed during inspections. Residents wishing to display flags on public land are advised to apply in advance
through established procedures. The council was clear, however, that anyone may fly a flag from their own property if
they wish to do so.

The debate has not only been technical or regulatory. One local resident, writing to the Epsom and Ewell Times, described
attempting to remove some of the flags in their neighbourhood and being confronted in the process. Their concern was
less about flags as symbols, and more about how — and by whom — they were placed, and whether they were being used
to signal exclusion rather than unity. The writer reflected on the way social and political polarisation in recent years has
shaped how national imagery is read, and expressed frustration at what they saw as a lack of clarity over which authority
is responsible for removing unauthorised items from street furniture.

Others in the borough have reacted very differently, seeing the flags as benign expressions of pride, or as gestures
intended to lift spirits at a time of economic and social uncertainty. Some residents have argued that the Union Jack
should not be regarded as belonging to any one political tradition, recalling moments when people across the country —
including at national sporting events and during major civic occasions — have gathered beneath it without controversy.

That broader question — who “owns” the flag — has recurred throughout modern political history. When crowds waved
the Union Jack outside Downing Street on the night of Labour’s 1997 election victory, commentators spoke of the centre-
left “reclaiming” national symbolism from the political right, attempting to make it inclusive rather than exclusive. Others
have suggested that opportunities were later missed to develop a more layered sense of identity, for example by flying the
European Union flag alongside the Union Jack on public buildings, as was commonplace in many EU member states. For
some, that dual display might have normalised a shared British and European identity; for others it would itself have been
contentious. The difficulty of striking a balance illustrates how strongly flags can be read in different ways.

In Epsom and Ewell, the present concerns appear to rest less on the flag itself than on process, tone and consent. The
sudden appearance of flags on lampposts — without clear identification of who has installed them and without permission
from the asset-owning authority — has left some residents feeling unsettled or excluded, while leaving councils fielding
questions about responsibility and enforcement. The practicalities are not trivial: removing items at height may require
equipment, contractor time and public money.

One constructive suggestion arising from local discussions is that the right of individuals to fly a flag from their own
homes could be matched by a more open and confident approach from civic bodies, schools, churches, voluntary groups
and local businesses — flying the Union Jack from their own buildings in clearly identifiable and lawful ways, and on
agreed occasions. In that model, the flag becomes visible as a symbol belonging to all, rather than as an anonymous
street-level intervention that some interpret as a political statement.

Another proposal is for clearer published guidance from the relevant authorities — setting out who owns which assets,
how permission can be sought, what safety standards apply, and how residents may raise concerns or objections.
Transparency about due process may help reduce tension, even where views differ about meaning and symbolism.

What the current debate in Epsom and Ewell perhaps most clearly reveals is that flags still carry emotional weight —
capable of reassuring some while unsettling others. Between those positions lies a space for thoughtful discussion about
how shared symbols are used in public places, and how a sense of belonging can be fostered without causing anxiety to
neighbours who may read them differently.

Sam Jones - Reporter
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If you have a considered view on this topic feel free to write to The Epsom and Ewell Times.
Related report:

Surrey County Council flags up the flag issue

Do you have the bottle for these cold nights?

9 January 2026

With the UK in the midst of a bitter cold snap, many of us are reaching for hot water bottles to help keep warm during the
day and through the night.

While hot water bottles are an effective and affordable way to keep warm, in 2024 nearly 1,000 people were admitted to
burn units in England and Wales following hot water bottle accidents.

Here, the team at Health and Safety training experts High Speed Training share some practical advice on how to use hot
water bottles safely.

Dr Richard Anderson, Head of Learning and Development at High Speed Training, said: “Hot water bottles are a fantastic
way to beat the chill, and with energy costs remaining a concern, they are more popular than ever. However, like any
household item that uses high heat, they aren’t without risk.”

Check the age

It is recommended that hot water bottles are replaced every two years. The rubber used in their construction can
deteriorate over time, making bottles more likely to split or leak.

You can check when a hot water bottle was made by looking for a flower-shaped symbol, known as a ‘daisy wheel’,
embossed onto the neck or body of the bottle. The number in the centre shows the year of manufacture, while the twelve
surrounding segments represent the months of the year. The number of segments with dots indicates the month the bottle
was made.

For example, if the symbol has 25 in the middle and dots in the first six segments, the bottle was manufactured in June
2025. If a segment contains more than one dot, the number of dots in the final filled segment shows which week of the
month the bottle was produced.

How to fill and use your hot water bottle safely

Dr Anderson added: “Before filling a hot water bottle, always check it for visible damage or signs of wear and tear. Avoid
filling the bottle with boiling water, as this can weaken the internal seams. Allow the water to cool slightly before filling.

“It’s also advisable to only fill the bottle to around two-thirds full. Expel any remaining air before tightening the stopper
securely.”

He also advised always using a cover on a hot water bottle to reduce the risk of contact burns, and never sitting or lying
on one, as this increases the likelihood of the bottle failing. “When not in use, empty the bottle completely and store it
with the stopper removed in a cool, dry place, such as a cupboard.”

Copy provided by High Speed Training

Get That Drain Unblocked in Epsom & Ewell -
Trusted Local Drainage Specialists

9 January 2026
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Tried vinegar.
TriEd bﬂiliﬂ:g water. ’ #
Tried baking soda. - ;
The sink’s still blocked. ‘\‘

Call Drainage & Plumbing Ltd

Local drainage specialists serving
Surrey Areda

= Fast response » Fixed prices « No mess - j Salirey

™ 07771200075 ™ el

Blocked drains are one of the most common and disruptive problems faced by homeowners and businesses in Epsom and
Ewell. What often starts as a slow-draining sink or unpleasant smell can quickly turn into an overflowing drain if left
untreated. Acting early is usually the best way to prevent further damage and unnecessary costs.

Drainage & Plumbing Ltd is a local drainage company providing professional drain unblocking services across Epsom,
Ewell and nearby areas. Working regularly within the community, the team understands the drainage challenges common
in the area, particularly in older properties where pipework has been in place for many years.

The company focuses on thorough, long-lasting solutions rather than temporary fixes. Blockages caused by grease, debris
or everyday waste are cleared properly using professional equipment, helping restore normal flow and reduce the
likelihood of repeat issues. Whether the problem affects a kitchen sink, toilet or external drainage system, work is carried
out efficiently and with minimal disruption.

Reliability and transparency are key priorities. The business places strong emphasis on clear communication, punctual
attendance and fair pricing. Customers are given honest advice based on the condition of their drains, allowing them to
make informed decisions without pressure or unnecessary upselling.

Drainage issues can affect residential homes, rental properties and local businesses throughout Epsom and Ewell. Having
access to a dependable local drainage specialist can make a significant difference when problems arise, especially when
quick action helps prevent further disruption.

By choosing a local service, residents are also supporting a business that contributes to the local economy and
community. The company continues to build its reputation in Epsom & Ewell through repeat customers and word-of-
mouth recommendations.

If you are experiencing a drainage problem or would like professional advice, local help is available from a team that
understands the area and its infrastructure.

Drainage & Plumbing Ltd

Local drainage specialists serving Epsom & Ewell
Call: 07771 200075

Website: https://www.drainage-plumbing.co.uk

Sponsored article

Epsom and Ewell Council leader message for 2026

9 January 2026

Cllr Hannah Dalton (RA Stoneleigh) has outlined Epsom and Ewell Borough Council’s goals for 2026 in a New Year
message to residents. The leader has promised a smooth transition to the new mega council, East Surrey, and services
will still be there for residents.

It has been a busy year for Cllr Dalton with growing financial pressures amid housing demand for those facing
homelessness, planning applications on green belt sites and, of course, local government reorganisation and heated
debates around parish councils.

The leader wrote:
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“2026 will mark the final full year of Epsom & Ewell Borough Council (EEBC) as a local authority. As the one of the
longest, independently led councils in England and Wales, that is quite a legacy and landmark.

“As Chair of the Surrey Leaders Group, I have been heavily involved in local government reorganisation (LGR) process
since it was announced in December last year. The focus for me in the next 12 months will be around establishing the new
East Surrey Unitary Council. As part of this I will be a member of the Joint Committee for LGR in Surrey, and I want to
ensure the safe and legal transition of services to the new authority. My focus will also be on EEBC continuing to deliver
for our residents and our legacy.

“Elections for the East Surrey Unitary Council in May 2026 will be pivotal, and I urge all Surrey residents to vote when
the time comes. It’s vital that everyone in our communities is represented, as these elections will decide the make-up of
the new Unitary Council that will set the strategy for the next five years.

“EEBC is also currently carrying out its second and final consultation asking residents them whether they want to create
two new community councils, Epsom Community Council and Ewell Community Council. Epsom & Ewell is unparished
which means that when EEBC is dissolved, there will be no lower tier of local government, and we are asking if residents
want new community councils to represent local voices, be a statutory consultee on planning matters, and more.

“Finally, next year I will look to reflect and recognise what EEBC has achieved during the 90 years since it was formed
and the vast changes it has seen. It’s an honour to lead the council in its final year of Residents’ Association
administration, and I'm proud to serve our community during this landmark time.”

Emily Dalton LDRS

Hannah Dalton, leader of Epsom and Ewell Borough Council. (Credit: Epsom and Ewell Borough Council)

Mole Valley leaders look to their final year legacy

9 January 2026

We are entering the final full year for councils in Surrey before they are dissolved and merged into mega authorities - and
the leaders know time is running out if they wish to fulfil any lasting ambitions. In October this year, the government
announced that Surrey would change forever. From the ashes will rise two mega authorities that split the map effectively
in two. People living in Waverley, Guildford, Woking, Surrey Heath, Spelthorne and Runnymede will soon be calling West
Surrey home, while East Surrey will cover Epsom and Ewell, Elmbridge, Tandridge, Reigate and Banstead, and Mole
Valley. West Surrey will be the larger of the two authorities, but will also have its share of financial challenges given the
debt issues in Woking, Surrey Heath and Spelthorne.

Next year voters will go to the polls to elect their new representatives to sit in a shadow council before taking over in
2027. It means 2026 will be the last full year for councils to achieve any remaining goals. The Local Democracy Service
asked council leaders what they hoped to achieve before this seismic shift in how services are delivered in Surrey.

Councillor Bridget Kendrick, leader of Mole Valley District Council, said: “I can’t believe how quickly the past year has
gone and how much we’ve achieved in line with our vision for a fairer, greener Mole Valley that provides opportunities for
all.” She said highlights included delivering their best-ever programme of holiday activities for over 1,500 children,
signing a Poverty Pledge that recognises and builds on their support for vulnerable people across Mole Valley, and
progressing the development of much-needed small business units and housing on the Foundry site in the centre of
Dorking. Other milestones included submitting a planning application for the regeneration of the Swan Centre and Bull
Hill. The leader also singled out the council’s action on homelessness, which she said prevented 233 households from
becoming homeless, delivered 36 emergency housing units and 72 new affordable homes.

She added: “It’s with a sense of nostalgia that I recognise next year’s annual plan as the final one from Mole Valley
District Council as we know it. From April 2027, the new East Surrey authority will take over, but until then we’ll continue
delivering for our residents and have a very busy schedule ahead. Our plans to refurbish playgrounds in Ashtead,
Bookham, Dorking and Leatherhead are progressing, with a destination playground planned for Riverside Park. We also
have a very ambitious action plan for increasing biodiversity in Mole Valley, including rewilding, planting additional
species and introducing additional ponds. The second phase of works for Dorking Halls is scheduled for this spring to
ensure the venue is accessible and ready to welcome future visitors. Pippbrook House, our Grade II listed building, is
growing in strength as a cultural hub with a packed list of events planned for the coming months and unique rooms
available for community hire.

“We’re also pleased to confirm that funding has been obtained to continue the work of our incredible MV Employment

Hub, delivering job advice and support to hundreds of residents. We're planning another successful year of summer

holiday activities, and our bursary scheme financially supporting children to access sports clubs’ membership is open for

applications. Mole Valley Life team continues to support the most vulnerable in the district, providing lifeline alarms and
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support services via our Fairfield Community Centre. On a more practical side, parking improvements are planned for
next year and we're procuring a new waste contract to commence from June 2027 too. As we head into what I know will
be a busy and productive final year for Mole Valley District Council, I'd like to take this moment to wish everyone a very
Merry Christmas and a peaceful New Year.”

Chris Caulfield LDRS

Image: New Mole Valley District Council cabinet ,including leader Cllr Bridget Kendrick (front left) and deputy leader Clir
Claire Malcomson (image MVDV)

Christmas trains and buses in Surrey

9 January 2026

Heading out over Christmas? Here is what Surrey buses and trains are actually doing this festive season.

If you are planning to get around Surrey over Christmas and New Year - whether that is popping into town for Boxing Day
sales, visiting family or braving a London trip - it is worth knowing now that services will be patchy, quieter and
sometimes non-existent.

Here is the lowdown:
Christmas Eve - Wednesday, December 24
Most buses will run as normal, but:

= No night buses

= Some evening services will finish earlier than usual

A few operators (including Stagecoach and First Berkshire) will switch to a Saturday timetable, so buses may be less
frequent later in the day. Essentially it will be fine to take a bus during the day, do not rely on late buses coming home
from the Christmas Eve pub crawl.

Trains on Christmas Eve will also wrap up quickly:
» Trains finish early - around 10pm

» [sland Line services finish even earlier

O
Christmas Day - Thursday, December 25

The only services running are a handful of special routes, mainly:
= Carlone’s 442/X442

= A couple of First Berkshire and Metrobus routes

For most of Surrey, there will be no buses.

South Western Railway has also confirmed there will be no trains running.

[
Boxing Day - Friday, December 26

Still very quiet.
= Many areas will again have no bus service
= Some operators will run a Sunday-style timetable

If you do need to travel, check your route carefully as services vary wildly by operator.

South Western Railway has also confirmed there will be no trains running.
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[
Saturday & Sunday, December 27-28

The good news is this is when things feel more normal again as standard weekend bus services return.
The bad news is this is when there are major train disruptions.
= No trains between London Waterloo and Clapham Junction

= Trains from Surrey will start and finish at Clapham Junction

If you're heading into central London, you’ll need to:
= Change onto the Tube (District Line from Wimbledon or Richmond)
= Or use other rail operators via Reading, Portsmouth or Epsom

[]
Monday 29 to Wednesday 31 December

Most buses switch to a Saturday timetable, meaning:
= Fewer buses

= Longer gaps between services

On New Year’s Eve, there will again be:
= No night buses

= Early finishes on some routes

For trains

= Services via Barnes still stop at Clapham Junction
= Reduced services elsewhere

» Some central London stations closed

[]
New Year’s Day - Thursday, January 1

Much like Boxing Day:
= Very limited services

= Mostly Sunday timetables where anything is running at all

Trains:
» Reduced services

= Many trains still start and finish at Clapham Junction

[
From Friday, January 2

Services mostly return to normal, though some operators will ease back in with Saturday-style timetables.
When does it go back to normal? Monday, January 5, 2026. When most people are back at work.
[]

The simple advice is to check before you travel, even if you ‘know’ your route. If you are heading into London, Clapham
Junction (rather than Waterloo) will be your point of entry. Travel early when possible - late services are the first to
disappear - unless you want an expensive taxi back home.

Engineers say the disruption will lead to more reliable journeys long-term, but for now, Surrey residents should expect a
festive period that’s a little more stop-start than usual.

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/buses-and-other-transport/bus-timetable-changes/buses-at-christmas-an
d-New-Year

https://www.southwesternrailway.com/plan-my-journey/christmas-trave
Emily Dalton LDRS
Photo: Engineering work at London Waterloo. (Credit: South Western Railway)
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Epsom Christmas Concert Triumphs After Last-
Minute Conductor Crisis

9 January 2026

What could have been a genuine crisis for Epsom Choral Society’s Christmas Concert on Saturday became a remarkable
story of teamwork, professionalism, and musical courage.

The day began with unwelcome news. Early in the morning, Musical Director, Julian Collings, phoned to say he had been
struck down with flu and was unable to conduct that evening’s concert. This was to be no ordinary performance: it was
completely sold out and featured two world premieres, making cancellation unthinkable.

From his sickbed, Julian immediately set about trying to find a replacement conductor for the evening. His first call was to
Neil Ferris, conductor of the Leith Hill Music Festival. Unfortunately, Neil was unable to step in at such short notice, but
he suggested a name: Victoria Ely. Crucially, ECS Chair, Helen Phillips, was able to recommend her with confidence,
having seen Victoria in action when she took a rehearsal for Neil at one of the Leith Hill Music Festival rehearsals last
Spring.

Victoria Ely, who had never met the choir before, bravely agreed to conduct the concert with just four hours’ notice.

Meanwhile, Julian faced another formidable task. From home, he painstakingly scanned all of his marked-up scores - 20
different pieces, the parts for the brass quintet, and his detailed annotations and introductory notes. These were sent at
speed to the ECS’s Concert Management team, who rushed to print everything so it could be placed in Victoria’s hands
as soon as she arrived and so the brass had something to play! It was a race against the clock, but by 1pm everything was
in place.

That afternoon’s rehearsal was necessarily intense. Rather than imposing her own methods, Victoria immediately showed
her musicianship and collaborative spirit by asking the choir to demonstrate how each piece had been rehearsed. She
listened carefully, adapted quickly, and worked with the choir’s established approach, creating a sense of trust and calm
despite the extraordinary circumstances.

By the time the evening concert arrived, what might have felt like an emergency substitution instead felt like a confident
partnership. Victoria conducted with assurance, clarity, and good humour, guiding the choir through a demanding and
varied programme. Her warm presence and engaging manner extended to the audience, who responded with enthusiasm
and obvious enjoyment.

Against all odds, the concert was not merely rescued, it was a resounding success. For Epsom Choral Society the evening
became a powerful reminder of the strength of its musical community and the generosity of fellow professionals. Thanks
to Julian’s determination, Helen’s quick thinking, the Concert Manager’s efficiency , and above all Victoria Ely’s courage
and skill, a potential disaster was transformed into a memorable and uplifting Christmas celebration.

Nina Kaye

Epsom and Ewell one of the most expensive places
to own a home in the UK

9 January 2026
'r][
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Residents in Epsom and Ewell could be spending the equivalent of more than four-fifths of a single average salary on
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mortgage repayments, according to a new affordability analysis published by property buying firm Sell House Fast. The
study ranks Epsom and Ewell fourth among UK areas outside London for the proportion of “net annual pay” it estimates
would be taken up by annual mortgage repayments, putting the figure at 82.2%.

The analysis combines earnings data from the Office for National Statistics (ONS) Annual Survey of Hours and Earnings
with local average house prices from the UK House Price Index. It then models mortgage repayment costs by assuming a
20 per cent deposit and applying the Bank of England base rate. On that basis, Sell House Fast lists Epsom and Ewell with
a median annual net pay of £35,380, an average house price of £560,957, and estimated annual mortgage repayments of
£29,083.

Official figures suggest the house-price element of the estimate is broadly consistent with published data. ONS housing
statistics show the average house price in Epsom and Ewell was around £556,000 in October 2025 (provisional), rising to
about £570,000 for homes bought with a mortgage.

Housing analysts caution, however, that figures of this kind are highly sensitive to assumptions. The analysis does not
describe what existing homeowners in Epsom and Ewell actually pay each month, but instead models repayments using a
fixed deposit level and an interest-rate assumption that may not reflect the mortgage products many households are on,
particularly those who secured fixed-rate deals in earlier years. The Bank of England base rate has also changed several
times over the past year, which can significantly affect illustrative repayment calculations.

It is also important to note that the comparison is based on the average net salary of a single individual. In practice, many
mortgages in Epsom and Ewell are taken out jointly, with repayments shared between two wage earners, which can
substantially alter affordability at the household level.

Even with these caveats, the analysis adds to wider evidence that Epsom and Ewell remains one of the least affordable
areas in the South East when local incomes are set against local house prices, underlining the continued pressure faced
by first-time buyers and households seeking to move within the borough.

Sam Jones - Reporter

Image: An Epsom Street - Google Maps

East Surrey gets new Police Station

9 January 2026

Surrey Police’s near two-year hunt for a replacement to its shut, dangerous, crumbly concrete riddled Reigate station is
over - with people only needing to walk travel miles to the new one. The new base for the Reigate and Banstead area will
give the force a permanent presence and front counter for the public, the Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) said after
securing a building at Perrywood Business Park in Honeycrock Lane in Salfords. It comes after the 2023 closure of its
Reigate Station that left officers and staff stationed in Mole Valley and Caterham Police Station.

Commissioner Lisa Townsend hailed the purchase as great for policing presence in East Surrey and follows what she
described as an extensive search in the Reigate and Banstead area. The new building was considered to be the only
suitable site in the area and will be funded by selling Reigate Police Station. This station will run alongside the force’s
new eastern division headquarters in Leatherhead, which was granted planning permission earlier this year. The PCC and
senior officers wanted to find a secondary site in the Reigate and Banstead area specifically for a police station and front
counter service for residents.

Surrey Police maintain a counter service during office hours in the Town Hall, The Parade. Epsom.

The Perrywood Business Park keeps the trend of police sites in industrial sites and will be just a three minute drive from
the Surrey Custody Centre in Salbrook Road. Lisa Townsend said: “I know how much residents value their local policing
presence so this is really fantastic news for our communities in the area. The discovery of RAAC and subsequent closure
of Reigate Police Station has meant it has been a disruptive time for our hard-working teams in East Surrey. I want to pay
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tribute to their continued patience, professionalism and resilience in challenging circumstances. The search for a site in
the Reigate and Banstead area has been extensive and Perrywood was the only building which met our needs so I am
delighted that we have been able to secure the purchase. I believe that together with the progress being made on our new
Eastern Division HQ in Leatherhead, this heralds a bright future for policing in East Surrey.”

Deputy Chief Constable of Surrey Police Mark McEwan said: “We believe this new building will provide sufficient space
and facilities for our teams, be fit for purpose and enable us to continue delivering the high levels of service our residents
expect. Whilst we are still at the very early stages, considerations continue into where individual teams across the Eastern
division will be based in the future and we will provide updates as and when we have them. The safety of our communities
remains our priority and there will be no change to officers.”

Chris Caulfield LDRS

Reigate Police Station (Image Google)

Related reports:

Surrey police station futures

Reigate Police Station closes with a concrete problem
New Surrey police division HQ plans

Surrey police to move to Epsom and Ewell constituency

From Abramovich’s frozen wealth to Epsom’s Ashley
Centre - support for Ukraine continues

9 January 2026

The Government has announced that £2.5 billion from the frozen proceeds of the sale of Chelsea Football Club by
sanctioned Russian oligarch Roman Abramovich is to be directed towards humanitarian aid for Ukraine, following years of
political and legal delay.

The money has been held in the UK since the forced sale of the football club in 2022, after Abramovich was sanctioned in
the wake of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. Ministers have now confirmed that the funds will be transferred to a foundation
dedicated to humanitarian support for Ukraine, with legal action threatened if the process is not completed.

Helen Maguire, Liberal Democrat MP for Epsom and Ewell, welcomed the decision, describing it as “long-overdue action”
and a step towards accountability. She said billions of pounds linked to sanctioned Russian oligarchs had remained frozen
while Ukrainians continued to suffer the consequences of what she described as Putin’s illegal war, and that she would
continue to press the Government to ensure the money reaches Ukraine swiftly.

While £2.5 billion is a significant sum, it represents only a small proportion of the overall cost of the war’s impact on
Ukraine. According to the World Bank, the United Nations, the European Commission and the Ukrainian government, the
estimated cost of recovery and reconstruction in Ukraine now stands at around $524 billion over the next decade. That
figure includes widespread destruction of housing, hospitals, schools, energy infrastructure and transport networks,
alongside the long-term costs of healthcare, rehabilitation, psychological trauma and landmine clearance.

Direct physical damage to infrastructure alone is estimated at more than $170 billion, while millions of civilians have been
displaced and tens of thousands injured. The long-term health consequences of the war, including treatment for complex
injuries and trauma, are expected to place a continuing burden on Ukraine’s public services for many years. Against that
backdrop, the Abramovich funds amount to well under one per cent of the estimated total cost of rebuilding, though they
could make a substantial difference to targeted humanitarian and medical programmes.

The announcement has renewed local focus on the role of Surrey Stands With Ukraine, a volunteer-run charity based in
Epsom which has been providing humanitarian aid since the early weeks of the invasion. Operating under Harrop HR
Missions Ltd, the group has sent more than 148 vanloads of aid to Ukraine and has supported both medical relief overseas
and displaced Ukrainians in the UK. The charity has also been recognised in Parliament, with Helen Maguire MP praising
its work in providing medical aid and rehabilitation support.

For nearly four years, Surrey Stands With Ukraine has maintained a highly visible permanent kiosk in the Ashley Centre
near Waitrose, which volunteers describe as central to sustaining donations, public awareness and community
engagement. The kiosk is due to close permanently on 1 January 2026 following a change in the Ashley Centre’s policy on
charity fundraising.
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Under the new arrangements, Surrey Stands With Ukraine has been selected as one of a small number of charities
allowed to operate a branded market stall inside the centre for limited periods each month. From January 2026, the
charity will operate a stall near the soon to open Primark on a restricted schedule, typically four days per month. Physical
donations will continue to be accepted at the charity’s Ukraine Hub in Global House, accessed via the rear entrance to the
Ashley Centre.

Surrey Stands With Ukraine will operate a fundraising and information stall inside the Ashley Centre on the following
dates in 2026. The stall will be located near Primark.

January: Tuesday 6, Thursday 8, 15 and 22
February: Tuesday 3, Thursday 5, 19 and 26
March: Tuesday 3, Thursday 5, 19 and 26
April: Tuesday 7, Thursday 9, 16 and 30

May: Tuesday 5, Thursday 7, 14 and 21

June: Tuesday 2 and 16; Thursday 4 and 11
July: Tuesday 7, Thursday 9, 16 and 30
August: Tuesday 4, Thursday 6, 13 and 20
September: Tuesday 1, Thursday 3, 10 and 17
October: Tuesday 6, Thursday 8 and 15

Physical donations can also be made at the Surrey Stands With Ukraine Hub in Global House, accessed via the rear
entrance of the Ashley Centre by pressing the “Ukraine Hub” buzzer.

The loss of a permanent stand is expected to reduce income by around £30,000 a year and significantly limit the collection
of physical aid. A spokesperson for SSWU stated the daily presence allowed volunteers to build relationships with regular
donors and served as a constant reminder of the ongoing humanitarian crisis in Ukraine.

The Ashley Centre provides Surrey Stands With Ukraine with a suite of rooms and storage space in Global House, Ashley
Avenue. The premises also are home to the Epsom and Ewell Refugee Network and is known as the “Ukraine Hub”.
Previously a retail unit facing the mall was used by SSWU until the unit was re-let commercially. The Ashley Centre has
not responded to questions from the Epsom and Ewell Times about the decision to remove the permanent kiosk.

Surrey Stands With Ukraine thanks the Ashley Centre for its ongoing support and confirmed it will continue its work,
stressing that the reduction in visibility makes public backing more important than ever. The charity says it is exploring
alternative ways to maintain a visible presence in Epsom town centre and is encouraging residents to visit the new stall
dates in the Ashley Centre and to continue donating through the Global House hub.

NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg has repeatedly warned that Russia’s war against Ukraine is not an isolated
conflict but a direct threat to the security of the whole of Europe, arguing that Moscow’s actions demonstrate a
willingness to use military force to pursue imperial ambitions beyond its borders. Sustaining humanitarian support for
Ukraine is essential in maintaining civilian morale, stressing that resilience among the Ukrainian population is a decisive
factor in resisting aggression and deterring further expansionism by President Vladimir Putin.

The contrast between the scale of national and international funding announcements and the challenges faced by local
charities has highlighted the continued reliance on community-level support to meet urgent humanitarian needs. While
the release of frozen oligarch assets has been widely welcomed, organisations working on the ground say sustained public
engagement remains essential as the war and its consequences continue.

Sam Jones - Reporter

Since the war began the 14th Ukraine Social and Music Evening will take place at the Epsom Methodist Church this
Saturday 20th December. Helen Maguire MP will welcome guests and performers. See listing here for details.

Related reports:

Sir Ed supporting Epsom based Ukraine charities

Epsom Stands in Solidarity with Ukraine on War’s Third Anniversary

Epsom MP leads cross-party delegation to Ukraine to examine impact of explosive weapons
Fire Assembly for Ukraine

2 years on Epsom to gather in solidarity with Ukraine

Image: Abramovich - licensed HERE. Credit: IAN KINGTON / AFP / picturedesk.com. Ashley Centre entrance - Google
Maps
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A vyear in the life of Epsom’s Deputy Lieutenant
Mary Zoeller

From scout band concerts to royal visits, the past year has offered Epsom resident Mary Zoeller a front-row view of
some of Surrey’s most inspiring community activity. Appointed a Deputy Lieutenant of Surrey in 2023, Mary Zoeller is
now well into the rhythm of a role that quietly connects the Crown with everyday life across the county — celebrating
voluntary service, youth achievement and civic endeavour.

Based in Epsom, where she has lived for 33 years, Mary Zoeller was asked to take on the role in part because of her long-
standing involvement with the voluntary sector, particularly youth organisations. “I was honoured to be asked to support
the Lord-Lieutenant as one of his Deputy Lieutenants,” she said. “My location of Epsom and my connections with the
voluntary sector were some of the reasons I was approached.”

An ancient office with a modern purpose

The Lieutenancy is one of the oldest institutions in county life. The role of Lord-Lieutenant was created by King Henry
VIII, originally to act as the Monarch’s personal representative and organise local defence. While the military function has
long since disappeared, the modern Lieutenancy plays a vital civic role.

In Surrey, the Lord-Lieutenant — currently Michael More-Molyneux — represents the Sovereign at major events, supports
Royal visits, promotes voluntary service and recognises achievement through honours and awards. He is supported by a
team of Deputy Lieutenants (DLs), drawn from across the county to reflect Surrey’s diversity of place, background and
experience.

Deputy Lieutenants deputise for the Lord-Lieutenant at engagements across Surrey and may be appointed for a fixed
term, typically five years, or serve until the age of 75.

On the ground across Surrey

Over the past year, Mrs Zoeller has represented the Surrey Lieutenancy at a wide range of events, many focused on
young people and volunteers.

Highlights have included attending the 1st Claygate Scout and Guide Band Concert, the Elmbridge Junior Citizen event,
and a Chief Scout’s Gold Award presentation evening, where she met young people being recognised for exceptional
commitment and leadership.

One particularly notable occasion saw her escort HRH The Duchess of Edinburgh during a visit to Brooklands Museum for
an International Space Station live contact, linking local students with astronauts in orbit.

Reflecting on her experiences, Mary Zoeller said she has been repeatedly struck by the scale of voluntary effort across the
county. “I have met volunteers who have astonished me with their commitment and passion for the organisations they
represent,” she said.

Epsom connection

Although born in Bookham, Mary Zoeller has made Epsom her home for more than three decades and remains closely
connected to the town’s community life. Her contribution has already been recognised locally, including being named one
of Epsom & Ewell’s Coronation Champions in 2023.

Asked whether she wished to comment on questions of Surrey identity in the context of local government reorganisation,
Mary Zoeller was clear that this would not be appropriate in her official capacity. “It would be my personal opinion and
not that of the Surrey Lieutenancy,” she said.

As she enters another year as a Deputy Lieutenant, Mary Zoeller’s experience offers a glimpse into a role that is largely
unseen but deeply woven into the county’s civic fabric — quietly celebrating service, commitment and community across
Surrey.

Sam Jones - Reporter

© 2021-2026. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd.
Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY
12


https://epsomandewelltimes.com/a-year-in-the-life-of-epsoms-deputy-lieutenant-mary-zoeller
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/a-year-in-the-life-of-epsoms-deputy-lieutenant-mary-zoeller
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/author/sam-jones

= EPSOM & EWELL TIMES

Far the community, oy Ehe community. & nog-tor-proft service

Current

ISSN 2753-2771

° L0

Photo: Deputy Lieutenant Mary Zoeller at Gold awards for Chief Scouts
Related reports:

Epsom & Ewell’s Coronation Champion

Derby Prize Money to Rise to £2m as Epsom Seeks
to Reassert Its Place at the Top of British Racing

9 January 2026

" & B -

The Derby at Epsom is set to regain its position at the very summit of British flat racing after The Jockey Club confirmed
that prize money for the 2026 renewal will rise to £2 million, making it the joint-richest race in the UK.

The £500,000 uplift takes the Derby’s total prize fund to £2 million, with £1 million awarded to the winner, placing the
race on a par with Ascot’s King George VI and Queen Elizabeth Stakes, long regarded as Britain’s most valuable middle-
distance contest.

The announcement comes after a six-month review by Epsom Downs Racecourse and The Jockey Club, prompted by a
notable fall in attendance at this year’s Derby meeting. Official figures show the Derby crowd dropped by more than
4,500, from over 26,800 in 2024 to 22,312 in 2025, raising concerns about the long-term appeal of Britain’s most famous
Classic.

A race whose prestige once eclipsed prize money

Historically, the Derby’s importance has never rested on prize money alone. For much of its 245-year history, victory at
Epsom carried unparalleled breeding and reputational value, dwarfing the cash rewards on offer.

Well into the late twentieth century, the Derby paid significantly less than major jumps races such as the Grand National
or Cheltenham Gold Cup, yet remained the race every owner, trainer and breeder wanted to win. A Derby victory could
transform a colt’s value overnight, securing a lucrative stud career that far exceeded any prize cheque.

In recent decades, however, that imbalance has begun to shift. With global investment in racing concentrated increasingly
in prize money-led jurisdictions such as Ireland, France, Australia and the Middle East, British racing has faced mounting
pressure to compete financially as well as historically.

How the Derby now compares

At £2 million, the Derby will now sit at the top tier of UK racing alongside:
= King George VI and Queen Elizabeth Stakes (Ascot) - £2 million
» The Derby (Epsom) - £2 million from 2026

By comparison:
* Cheltenham Gold Cup currently offers prize money in the region of £625,000

» The Grand National, Britain’s most famous jumps race, has a total prize fund of £1 million

= The Oaks, run on the Friday of the Derby meeting, remains below the Derby but continues to hold major Classic
status

The uplift therefore restores a sense of hierarchy at the very top of British flat racing, ensuring that the Derby once again
leads from the front rather than trailing its peers.
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Wider changes to the Derby meeting

Prize money is not the only area where change is planned. In an effort to attract a younger and more diverse audience,
under-18s will be given free entry to both days of the Derby meeting in 2026. Racecourse officials hope this will help
introduce a new generation to Epsom Downs and to racing more generally.

There are also significant changes to the structure of the meeting itself. The Coronation Cup will move from Friday to
Saturday, where it will be run alongside the Derby. Its prize money has more than doubled, rising from £450,000 to £1
million following new sponsorship from leading racehorse breeders Coolmore.

Across the two-day meeting as a whole, total prize money will increase by £1.375 million, while the Oaks will remain the
feature race on the Friday.

A response to changing times

The changes follow a 2025 Derby won by Lambourn, trained by Aidan O’Brien, who recorded a record-extending 11th
victory in the Classic. While the quality of racing on the track remains undiminished, the attendance figures suggest
Epsom is grappling with wider challenges facing British racing: competition from other sports, rising costs for racegoers,
and shifting leisure habits.

By restoring the Derby’s financial standing, restructuring the meeting, and lowering barriers to entry for younger fans,
Epsom Downs is clearly attempting to balance tradition with modern realities.

Whether higher prize money alone can reverse attendance trends remains to be seen. But with the Derby once again
sitting at the very top of the British racing prize-money tree, Epsom is making a clear statement of intent: that the world’s
greatest flat race should also be one of its most valuable.

Sam Jones - Reporter

Horses racing Image: Credit Paul. CC BY 2.0

Public of Epsom and Ewell to be asked if they want
two new Councils

9 January 2026

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council has voted to continue exploring the creation of two new community councils—one for
Epsom and one for Ewell—following an often heated debate at the Full Council meeting on Tuesday 9 December. The
decision means the proposals will now go to a second phase of public consultation before a final vote in March 2026.

The meeting also saw Cllr Hannah Dalton (RA Stoneleigh) elected—by 17 votes to 11—over Cllr Alex Coley
(Independent Ruxley) as the Borough’s representative on a Local Government Association forum related to Local
Government Reorganisation (LGR).

The main item of the night, however, was whether to progress the Community Governance Review (CGR) and consult
residents further on the proposed new parish-style councils.

What was decided

Two recommendations were voted on separately, both by recorded vote:

* Recommendation 1: Proceed to a second-stage consultation
* Recommendation 2: Confirm the amended Terms of Reference and delegated arrangements for running that
consultation

Both recommendations were carried by 17 votes to 6 (or 7) with 6 (or 5) abstentions, depending on the motion.
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Supporters: “Residents must have a voice before the borough is abolished”

Clir John Beckett (RA Auriol), who proposed the motion, framed the issue as a democratic response to the looming
abolition of the borough council under Surrey’s move to two unitary authorities. He warned of a 75% reduction in elected
representation once Epsom and Ewell’s 35 borough councillors and 5 county councillors are replaced with just 10 unitary
councillors.

Beckett said: “These changes are about the centralisation of power and money all at the expense of local democracy.” He
added that the first consultation—352 responses, with 67% supporting further investigation—was “the second highest
response to a borough-wide consultation outside the Local Plan”.

He argued that parish-style councils could preserve local identity and provide continuity: “For our residents... this gives
our residents a choice, and it gives our residents a voice.”

Cllr Hannah Dalton told councillors that other areas undergoing unitary transitions, including Northamptonshire,
Wiltshire and Somerset, saw unparished areas “left behind”. She said that if Epsom and Ewell did not act now, it risked
becoming “the only unparished area in East Surrey”.

She added: “Tonight we are only asking you to support further consultation... with a precept that has no transfer of
assets, whatever our colleagues are saying.”

Clir Neil Dallen (RA Town) said the proposal was modest: “We go out to the residents and we ask them... whether they
want us to continue.”

Clir Rachel King (RA Town) emphasised that the public had only given feedback on principles so far: “We now need to
give them a proper opportunity to respond to a fleshed out proposal... We owe it to our residents to give them a voice.”

Opponents: “A flawed consultation, a financial burden, and a political stitch-up”

Opposition councillors delivered some of the sharpest criticism heard in the chamber for years.

Claims of a flawed consultation

ClIr Julian Freeman (Lib Dem College) said the consultation process was “flawed” because respondents were forced to
select an option rather than reject the idea outright. He argued: “This is the wrong issue at the wrong time... The only
reason this is being raised now is to create a role for the people in this room.”

Cllr Rob Geleit (Labour Court), speaking also on behalf of absent Cllr Kate Chinn, said the proposals lacked community
backing: “A flawed and skewed consultation, a lack of engagement... giving no mandate... and poor financial analysis.” He
added: “I see no point in removing a layer of democracy only to add it back again on a lesser level.”

Cllr Alison Kelly (Lib Dem Stamford) said residents were mostly concerned about planning, but that the parish proposals
did not address this: “Most people... give the issue of allotments very little thought. We are showing a cost of a parish
council around £45 for an allotment you don’t need in a flat.” She noted that only around 230 respondents had expressed
a desire for a parish council.

Financial warnings: 98.7% admin, 1.3% allotments

Cllr James Lawrence (Lib Dem College) highlighted the ratio in the report: approximately £1.5m in administrative
overheads versus £20,000 for allotment running costs. “You will be telling [residents] you’re creating a parish council that
is just for allotments... the allotments cost is 1.3% of the tax you’re going to charge.” He added that consultation
documents risked misleading residents by listing admin and allotments side-by-side “as if they were roughly equal”.

“An uncapped tax burden on struggling households”

Cllr Alex Coley warned that the real precept could be much higher—up to £180 for Band D properties—if the community
councils later took on community buildings with significant maintenance liabilities such as Bourne Hall: “It would be
disingenuous to go to residents with £40-something pounds when it could be £180... We should not seek a view from
residents with a lower figure and then quadruple it.” He said many residents were “struggling financially” and called the
proposals “an astonishing waste of time, energy and money.”

Cllr Bernie Muir (Conservative Horton) urged councillors to wait until the new unitary structure and Surrey’s pilot
Neighbourhood Area Committees (NACs) bedded in: “I think this is a premature discussion... we should see how the
unitaries and NACs pan out and then move forward if we need to.”

Cllr Chris Ames (Labour Court) was highly critical of the RA leadership: “This wasn’t a review. This was one option
chosen by the Residents’ Association to meet its own purposes... It’s all about providing a jumping-off point for the clique
that runs this council.”
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Admin cost vs allotment cost: the core numerical controversy

Using the figures in the Report to Council:

* Admin and support costs for new community councils: approx. £1.5 million
* Cost of allotment management: approx. £20,000

That means roughly:

* 98.7% of the expenditure is administration
* 1.3% is allotment provision

This ratio became a central argument for opponents, particularly Cllr Lawrence, who said allotments would be a
“rounding error” in the parish budget.

Supporters responded that these were not final budgets, merely illustrative maxima, and that Phase 2 consultation would
use the true starting point—around £43-£46 Band D—with no asset transfers.

Conclusion

The council has opted to continue exploring parish councils despite sharp divisions. The second public consultation will
now seek residents’ views on more detailed proposals before a final decision in March 2026—months before the borough
is abolished and replaced by the new East Surrey unitary authority.

Sam Jones - Reporter

Related reports:

Do Epsom and Ewell Borough’s allotments need their own elected Councils?

Neighbour Area Committees in Surrey

Local government reform or just more layers?

Where do we stand on local government reorganisation in Epsom and Ewell and the County?
Parishing Epsom and Ewell is unholy?

Debate Opens on the Future Shape of Surrey’s Local Government

“Us and Them” visualises connections with former
Epsom patients

A ground-breaking heritage project exploring the lives of disabled people detained in Surrey’s former mental hospitals is
turning fresh attention on Horton Cemetery in Epsom - the burial ground of some 9,000 men, women and children whose
resting place remains locked, overgrown and inaccessible under the control of a property speculator who has neglected
the site since the 1980s.

Freewheelers Theatre and Media, a creative company of disabled artists based in Leatherhead, is leading Us and Them, a
National Lottery Heritage Fund-supported initiative using original medical portrait photographs and case records from
Surrey’s long-closed asylums. Working with photographer Emma Brown, community history group On the Record and
researchers at King’s College London, they are uncovering the stories of patients whose voices were seldom heard in their
lifetimes. The project includes new wet-collodion portraits of Freewheelers members made using the same Victorian
techniques once used in institutions such as The Manor Hospital and West Park. These contemporary portraits will be
shown alongside the originals in a touring exhibition, with the first major display due to take place at The Horton, Epsom,
in 2026.
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For Epsom, the work resonates particularly with Horton Cemetery - the former burial ground for patients from the Epsom
Cluster hospitals, including The Manor, Horton, Long Grove, West Park and St Ebba’s. Despite its national historic
significance as the largest asylum cemetery in the UK, the cemetery has been left to decay for decades and remains
closed to relatives, historians and the wider community. The Friends of Horton Cemetery continue to campaign for its
return to public or charitable ownership so that the site can be restored, documented and respected as the resting place it
once was.

The Freewheelers project highlights the human stories behind those buried there. One participant, Alice Scott, chose to
pair herself with Rose Harris, a woman confined to The Manor Hospital in 1910 and buried in a pauper plot at Horton
Cemetery in 1917. Another member, Pete Messer, recreated the photograph of workhouse survivor Frederick Tarrant,
who spent 15 years in various institutions, part of the same system that funnelled thousands of patients to unmarked
graves in Epsom.

Historians involved in Us and Them emphasise how the original photographs were created without consent for purposes
of classification and diagnosis, often contributing to stigma. Today, the Freewheelers portraits aim to prompt public
reflection on how disability is perceived and represented, and how society remembers - or forgets - those who lived and
died within institutional care. The project’s December creative sessions coincide with a Christie’s auction of similar
historical images, underlining renewed public interest in the stories of institutionalised people.

The Friends of Horton Cemetery say the renewed national attention generated by projects like Us and Them strengthens
the argument that the burial ground must be brought back into community hands. Volunteers have long argued that the
cemetery is a unique and irreplaceable heritage site, containing the life histories of people from across Britain and the
world, many of whom have living descendants still searching for answers.

Recent BBC reporting has highlighted the scale of the neglect, the site’s condition and the growing calls for public
ownership. For many families, the cemetery is the last physical link to relatives whose lives were shaped by the former
Epsom institutions. Campaigners say that without intervention, the stories now being rediscovered risk remaining
disconnected from the very place where so many of those patients were laid to rest.

More information about the Friends’ campaign and the history of the site and some 500 personal stories of the patients
buried in the Epsom Hospital Cluster cemetery in Hook Road/Horton Lane, Epsom can be found at
www.hortoncemetery.org

Sam Jones - Reporter

See BBC coverage here:

Disability group recreates Victorian hospital images

‘Grandad is one of 9,000 buried in derelict site’

Call for public ownership of asylum cemetery

Related reports in Epsom and Ewell Times:

Portraits of pauper patients in Epsom’s Horton Cemetery, inspires artist
Petition to reclaim Horton Cemetery from property speculator

Local community gathered at Horton Cemetery

Another Horton Cemetery Life Story

Image: Background Horton Cemetery: photographed on 28 February 1971 by L R James. Epsom & Ewell Local & Family
History Centre. Foreground: Courtesy Friends of Horton Cemetery

MP warns as 3,600 Epsom homes face fuel poverty

9 January 2026
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More than 3,600 households in Epsom and Ewell are estimated to be living in fuel poverty this winter, according to new
figures that have reignited debate over the Government’s decision to scale back national home-insulation funding.

The estimates come in the same week the Chancellor announced cuts to the Energy Company Obligation (ECO) scheme, a
long-running programme that funds energy-saving improvements such as insulation in low-income households.
Government data indicates ECO has delivered 1,866 installations locally, helping families reduce heat loss from older
homes that are often poorly insulated. Local MP Helen Maguire said withdrawing support now would leave “thousands of
families in draughty homes and facing high bills” at a time when many residents already feel financially stretched.

Fuel poverty is measured by comparing a home’s required energy costs with household income. National charities warn
the UK remains one of the worst-insulated housing stocks in Western Europe, meaning households are more vulnerable to
spikes in market energy prices. Despite a fall in wholesale gas costs over the past year, Ofgem confirmed that bills remain
significantly above pre-crisis levels, and several support schemes introduced during the 2022-23 energy shock are
winding down.

Analysts at the Resolution Foundation have noted that around half of the temporary support announced in the Budget is
due to expire within three years. Separate modelling by climate think-tank E3G suggests reducing the scope of ECO could
prevent up to a million homes nationwide from receiving insulation improvements over the next four years and may lead
to job losses in the retrofit and construction sector.

The Government has argued that its energy efficiency targets remain in place and that the Budget decisions reflect wider
fiscal pressures. Ministers say additional measures to stabilise wholesale prices and support low-income households will
continue. But campaigners and industry groups have expressed concern that cutting insulation programmes risks higher
long-term costs for both consumers and the state, as poorly insulated homes require more energy to heat.

Helen Maguire said residents are already reporting that “they feel poorer by the day” and called on ministers to back a
more ambitious national upgrade scheme. The Liberal Democrats are advocating an emergency programme offering free
insulation and heat pumps for people on low incomes, alongside removing the Renewables Obligation levy from electricity
bills. The party claims that breaking the link between gas and electricity prices and scaling up home retrofit work could
halve household energy bills by 2035.

As temperatures fall, local authorities, charities and advice services expect increased demand from households struggling
to balance heating costs with other essential spending. Nationally, fuel poverty campaigners continue to urge the
Government to treat insulation as an infrastructure priority, warning that winter pressures will persist until the UK’s older
housing stock is modernised at scale.

Sam Jones - Reporter

© 2021-2026. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd.
Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY
18

Current

ISSN 2753-2771

° L0
LDRS|


https://epsomandewelltimes.com/author/sam-jones

