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Surrey burglary figures spark row

13 September 2026

Helen Maguire MP has accused the Government of leaving Surrey families and businesses to “fend for themselves” after
Liberal Democrat analysis suggested that fewer than one in 15 burglaries recorded by Surrey Police in 2025 resulted in
somebody being charged or summoned.

However, Surrey Police and the county’s Police and Crime Commissioner have responded that burglary has been falling,
detection rates are improving and officers attended almost 97% of reported residential burglaries during the latest
financial year.

The Liberal Democrat MP for Epsom and Ewell said 3,045 burglaries were recorded across Surrey in 2025. According to
figures supplied by her office, 6.4% resulted in a charge or summons, while 2,272 cases - 74.61% of the total - were
closed without a suspect being identified.

Nationally, the party said 223,194 burglaries were recorded in England and Wales during the same calendar year. Of
these, 13,936 - 6.24% - resulted in a charge or summons, while no suspect was identified in 160,396 cases, or 71.86%.

The figures were described as having been drawn from Home Office crime outcome statistics and analysed by the Liberal
Democrats.

Mrs Maguire said: “It is unacceptable that families and businesses across Surrey are being left terrified as the vast
majority of burglaries go unsolved. The Government has been asleep at the wheel; a persistent lack of support for
community policing has left our streets vulnerable.

“In 93.6% of burglary cases in Surrey, the victims never see someone charged - this has to change. Surrey Police work
tirelessly, but they require the proper resources and mandate from central government to ensure every single case is
rigorously investigated.

“That’s why I'm demanding urgent action from the Prime Minister to restore neighbourhood policing and to back our calls
for an investigation guarantee for all burglaries in Surrey.”

The Liberal Democrats are calling for what they describe as a “Burglary Response Guarantee”, backed by legislation
requiring the police to attend and properly investigate every domestic burglary.

Police points to higher ‘solved’ rates

Surrey Police said the figures needed to be placed in context, particularly because the classification of burglary offences
changed in April 2023. Burglaries are now divided into residential and business offences.

Detective Chief Inspector Jo Horner, the force lead for burglary, acknowledged that further improvement was required.

She said: “We know there is more to do to improve burglary detection rates, but it is also important to provide context to
the data which has been used.”

Between April 2025 and March 2026, Surrey Police attended 96.9% of reported residential burglaries, according to the
force.

Over the same period, it recorded a “solved rate” of 10.44% for residential burglary and 12.18% for business burglary.

A solved outcome is not necessarily the same as a charge or summons. It can include other recognised outcomes, so the
police percentages cannot be compared directly with the 6.4% charge-or-summons figure quoted by the Liberal
Democrats. The figures also cover different periods: calendar year 2025 in the MP’s release and the 2025/26 financial
year in the police response.

DCI Horner said burglary remained “an area of continued focus and priority” for the force.

She highlighted an investigation that led to five offenders admitting a series of car-key burglaries, attempted burglaries
and vehicle thefts across Surrey, Sussex and Kent. Investigators linked the group to more than 20 stolen vehicles with a
combined value of £337,100.

A separate East Surrey operation resulted in six men being charged with nearly 80 offences, including burglary, motor
vehicle theft and vehicle interference. Five of the men are now serving prison sentences.

Surrey Police said each of its two divisions has a proactive team monitoring burglary patterns, identifying hotspots and
targeting prolific offenders and organised criminal networks.
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PCC says burglary is falling

Surrey Police and Crime Commissioner Lisa Townsend said domestic burglary was “deeply invasive” and could have a
profound effect on its victims, while acknowledging that improving detection remained a challenge for police forces
nationally.

She said: “The good news is that Surrey Police is one of the fastest improving forces in the country and burglary rates
across the county have been consistently falling.

“According to figures available on my Data Hub, the number of domestic burglaries fell by over 15% between 2023 and
2025. And more recent provisional data shows that in April and June this year, we saw the lowest monthly rates of
domestic burglary in the latest three years.”

Mrs Townsend said the force’s burglary solved rate between April 2025 and March 2026 was more than 10%, which she
described as considerably higher than the national average.

She added: “Surrey Police is already committed to deploying to every residential burglary reported in the county and each
policing division has its own proactive team which identifies trends and ‘hotspot’ areas and targets offenders.

“The force has made great strides in tackling burglary over the last two years and this will be an area I will continue to
scrutinise performance on to ensure they maintain that trajectory going forward.”

What the figures do - and do not - show

The competing statements measure several different things.

A 6.4% charge-or-summons rate does not necessarily mean that the offender “got away scot-free” in every other case.
Cases may remain under investigation, be resolved through another recorded outcome or fail to proceed for evidential or
other reasons. Nevertheless, the figures supplied by Mrs Maguire’s office indicate that no suspect was identified in almost
three-quarters of Surrey’s recorded burglaries in 2025.

Conversely, attending a burglary does not mean that it will be solved. Surrey Police’s 96.9% attendance figure relates only
to residential burglary and not to the business burglaries included in the MP’s overall total.

Neither side supplied Epsom and Ewell-specific figures, so the statistics in the exchange relate to the Surrey Police area
as a whole.

Residents can report suspicious activity through Surrey Police’s website, by calling 101 or anonymously through
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. A crime in progress or an immediate danger should be reported by calling 999.

Sam Jones - Reporter

Crime and Safety Round-Up: June to August 2026

13 September 2026

The summer months brought a mixture of serious incidents, court outcomes, crime-prevention work and neighbourhood
policing activity across Epsom and Ewell.

The Epsom and Ewell Times does not normally report every individual crime. This periodic round-up draws together
incidents of wider public interest, police appeals and developments affecting community safety.

Eleven arrests during the Derby

Surrey Police mounted its largest annual pre-planned policing operation for the Epsom Derby Festival on 5 and 6 June.

Officers, staff and volunteers from Surrey and Sussex Police worked with the Jockey Club, supported by drones,
intelligence teams, public-order specialists and local policing officers. The presence of King Charles III and Queen Camilla
added to the security requirements.

Police reported that 11 arrests were made in and around the racecourse during the two days. Additional patrols were also
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deployed in Epsom town centre to respond to crime and anti-social behaviour.

Chief Superintendent Graham Barnett thanked residents for their patience during an operation which inevitably caused
some disruption.

Morning assault near Rosebery Park

Police appealed for witnesses following an assault on the footpath between Avenue Road and Rosebery Park between
7.30am and 7.50am on Wednesday 10 June.

An altercation reportedly took place between two people, during which a man was kicked and punched in the face.
Officers particularly wished to speak to the driver of a bronze-coloured BMW who may have witnessed the incident.

Anyone with information or relevant video footage was asked to contact police quoting reference PR/45260070249. The
witness appeal remains available on the Surrey Police website.

Ewell murder trial ends in acquittals

On 30 June Surrey Police announced the outcome of the trial arising from the fatal stabbing of 23-year-old Alfonso “Alfie”
Sibley in Kingston Road, Ewell, on 9 December 2025.

Three teenage boys had faced charges following Alfie’s death. After a four-week trial at Kingston Crown Court, a 15-year-
old boy was found not guilty of murder, manslaughter and conspiracy to commit robbery. A second 15-year-old and a 17-
year-old were also found not guilty of conspiracy to commit robbery.

None of the defendants could be named because of their ages. The Major Crime Team said Alfie’s family had thanked the
members of the public who tried to help him and the witnesses who assisted the investigation. Surrey Police published the
full court update.

Town-centre licensing restrictions rejected

Community safety featured prominently in a June debate over whether Epsom town centre should be designated as a
Special Stress Area, sometimes called a cumulative impact area.

Such a designation can make it more difficult to secure new or extended alcohol licences where there is evidence that the
concentration of licensed premises is contributing to crime, disorder or public nuisance.

Epsom and Ewell borough councillors decided not to begin the process of introducing the policy at this stage. The issue is
to remain under review, with councillors divided over whether the available evidence justified additional restrictions.

Attempted motorcycle robbery on Ewell Bypass

At approximately 11.30pm on Sunday 19 July, a motorcyclist was approached by two people in a vehicle on the Ewell
Bypass near its junction with London Road.

The two reportedly tried to take the motorcycle and attempted to assault the rider by punching and pushing them.

A man in his thirties was arrested on suspicion of robbery and subsequently released on conditional bail while enquiries
continued. Police sought witnesses and dashcam footage recorded between 11.15pm and 11.45pm, under reference
PR/45260087038. Surrey Police issued a public appeal on 23 July.

Vehicle theft charge figures

Figures published during July showed that Surrey Police recorded 1,551 thefts or unauthorised takings of motor vehicles
during 2025. Charges or summonses were recorded in 34 cases.

Local officers continued to warn that motorcycles and mopeds can be stolen within seconds. Owners were encouraged to
use several layers of security, including a disc lock, a separate chain attached to an immovable object and, where
possible, a cover and tracking device.

Police also used their local social-media channels in July to provide advice to tradespeople about thefts from vans. Owners
were encouraged to remove valuable tools overnight, use secure internal storage, mark equipment and keep photographs
and serial numbers.

Fatal collision on Christ Church Road

The most serious local road incident of the summer occurred shortly before 11.40pm on Wednesday 5 August.

A black Smart car collided with a stationary street-cleaning vehicle on Christ Church Road, Epsom. A woman in her
twenties who was travelling as a passenger in the Smart car died at the scene.

The driver, also a man in his twenties, was arrested on suspicion of causing death by dangerous driving, driving while
over the prescribed alcohol limit, failing to provide a specimen for analysis and causing death by driving while uninsured.
He was taken to hospital for treatment.

Christ Church Road remained closed for several hours while collision investigators examined the scene. Police asked for
witnesses and footage showing the Smart car between 11.35pm and 11.40pm, particularly evidence of the manner in
which it was being driven. The appeal was issued by Surrey Police on 6 August.
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Retail crime remains a policing priority

In August, the Epsom Safer Neighbourhood Team reaffirmed what it described as a zero-tolerance approach towards
retail crime.

The measures include the prompt investigation of known offenders, cooperation with retailers and remote CCTV
providers, visible and covert patrols and jointly funded private security in Epsom town centre.

Stores are also being encouraged to use the DISC information-sharing system. Police said this allows retailers to
exchange information about offenders and enables a person caught stealing from one participating business to be
excluded from others.

The team said its approach had resulted in a significant reduction in offending by known local shoplifters, although no
supporting figures were published. Anti-social behaviour powers may also be used to prevent persistent offenders
returning to shopping areas. Retail crime is listed among the neighbourhood team’s policing priorities.

Callers impersonating police officers

On 18 August Surrey Police warned residents about fraudulent telephone calls in which criminals pretended to be police
officers.

The callers may claim that a bank account has been compromised, that someone has been arrested using the resident’s
bank card or that money must be transferred for safekeeping. Criminals can use “number spoofing” to make a call appear
to originate from a genuine police or bank telephone number.

Police will never ask someone to disclose a PIN, hand over a bank card or transfer money to a supposedly safe account.
Anyone receiving such a call should hang up and contact the organisation independently, preferably from another
telephone. Surrey Police published further advice about the impersonation scam.

What the recorded figures show

Published Police.uk data currently extend only to July, so August cannot yet be included in a like-for-like comparison.

Across the three Epsom and Ewell neighbourhood policing areas, 335 offences were recorded in June: 152 in Central, 106
in West and 77 in East. The combined total fell to 319 in July: 154 in Central, 90 in West and 75 in East. That represents a
reduction of just under five per cent between the two months.

In Epsom and Ewell Central, the largest recorded category in July was violence and sexual offences, with 53 reports.
There were also 33 reports of anti-social behaviour, 14 public-order offences and 14 shoplifting offences.

These categories record allegations reported to police and should not be read as numbers of convictions. A single incident
may also generate more than one recorded offence. Neighbourhood statistics can be examined through Police.uk.

Police engagement through the summer

Local officers continued to hold “Meet the Beat” sessions at locations including Bourne Hall, Long Grove Park, Epsom
High Street, the Horton Estate and Epsom Hospital.

A particularly concentrated programme took place during August, with opportunities for residents to meet neighbourhood
officers in the town centre, local parks and hospital reception area.

Residents should call 999 where a crime is in progress or somebody is in immediate danger. Non-emergency matters can
be reported to Surrey Police online or by calling 101. Information can be provided anonymously to Crimestoppers on 0800
555 111.

Sam Jones - Reporter

Related reports:

Crime and Safety Round-Up: April and May 2026
Epsom March crime and safety round-up

Epsom and Ewell February crime and safety round-up

January crime and safety round-up
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Police headquarters in Leatherhead a step closer

13 September 2026

Work is set to begin on Surrey Police’s long-awaited new eastern headquarters, bringing an end to a saga stretching back
to 2023, when the force was compelled to vacate its Reigate base because of dangerous reinforced autoclaved aerated
concrete (RAAC).

Surrey Police was granted planning permission for the Cleeve Road site in Leatherhead in November last year. According
to papers filed with Mole Valley District Council, preparatory work is expected to begin on 7 September.

The force originally bought the building in 2018 for nearly £20.5 million, intending to move into the site. Those plans were
subsequently put on hold while it considered relocating staff to its Mount Browne headquarters in Guildford.

If the project proceeds as planned, the main construction work will begin in February 2027. The new eastern
headquarters, accommodating about 500 officers and staff, will be built on what is currently an unused car park.

Planning permission was also granted for 40 affordable homes on the site, although these will be constructed separately.

The second stage of the development will involve demolishing the existing redundant buildings to make way for a
residential block containing the affordable homes. Surrey Police has said it would ideally like the homes to be occupied by
its own officers and staff.

Once the headquarters is completed, the force will have a permanent eastern base. By then, officers and staff will have
spent about four years temporarily housed at Surrey Fire and Rescue Service’s former headquarters at Wray Park in
Reigate.

A Surrey Police spokesperson said the new headquarters would provide a financially sustainable base and ensure officers
and staff had the facilities needed to investigate crime and keep communities safe.

The force said the Leatherhead site best met its operational needs because of its access to the surrounding area and
major road links. It added that the improved facilities would help Surrey Police attract and retain staff.

Chris Caulfield Local Democracy Reporter

Image: Illustrative Visuals of the new Eastern Divisional Head Quarters for Surrey Police. (Credit: Pick Everard/ Surrey
Police/ Mole Valley District Council Planning

Related reports:

» Leatherhead to be home to 500 Surrey Police officers
» New Surrey Police division HQ plans

= Surrey Police to move to Epsom and Ewell constituency

Surrey Police HQ development dogged by flood risks

Surrey Police HQ redesign will quieten the dogs
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The Chinese State is watching us on Surrey
Council’s cctv?

13 September 2026

Surrey County Council is deploying CCTV cameras from a Chinese manufacturer which has been banned from
government departments over national security concerns.

Cameras made by Hikvision, a company partly owned by the Chinese state, are in use in council libraries in several towns
and villages across Surrey.

These include sites in Guildford, Ash, Chertsey, Cobham, Farnham, Merstham and New Haw, according to a Freedom of
Information response to the Local Democracy Reporting Service (LDRS).

Chinese law dictates that any companies operating within China must hand over data to the government in Beijing on
demand, which prompted the UK to stop the installation of Chinese-made surveillance cameras in “sensitive sites” across
Westminster in 2022.

However, this directive does not apply to local government and other public sector bodies at present.

A Surrey County Council spokesperson told the LDRS that its library cameras operate as closed systems, meaning they
are not connected to any corporate networks or the internet.

They said: “As a result, the primary risks normally associated with these devices - such as remote access or cyber
vulnerabilities - do not apply in this case. The main residual risk would be physical access. However, all units are located
within staff-only areas and are appropriately secured. Therefore, the risk level is considered low and appropriately
managed within the current setup.”

Hikvision has also faced criticism over its alleged links to the mass repression of Uyghur Muslims in China’s Xinjiang
region, where the company’s surveillance technology has been reportedly deployed. Hikvision denies any direct role in
human rights abuses.

In 2022, a report by the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights stated that “serious human rights
violations” had been committed against the Uyghur people of Xinjiang.

As many as one million Uyghurs are believed to have been detained in camps and across the region since 2017. The
Chinese government denies human rights abuses, and claims the camps are for educational and training purposes.

But analysts have pointed to reports of forced labour and torture inflicted upon the Uyghurs, and have urged authorities
in the UK to review their policies towards Hikvision.

Senior Policy Director at the China Strategic Risks Institute Sam Goodman told the LDRS: “After several years of public
reporting regarding allegations of Hikvision’s links to human rights violations in Xinjiang and the government banning
Hikvision from Whitehall citing national security concerns, there really isn’t an excuse for councils like Surrey County
Council continuing to use these cameras.”

A Hikvision spokesperson told the LDRS their products meet “strict security requirements” and “comply fully” with UK
laws and regulations.

They added: “Our position on human rights is a matter of public record. We have never knowingly or intentionally
committed human rights abuses, and we never will. Hikvision has joined the UN Global Compact, committing to its Ten
Principles on human rights, labour, environment and anti-corruption.”

James Moules Local Democracy Reporter

Image: Hikvision CCTV camera (Credit: Pixabay)
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Surrey vehicle theft charge rate among lower-
performing forces, figures show

13 September 2026

Surrey Police recorded 1,551 thefts or unauthorised takings of motor vehicles in 2025, with charges or summonses
recorded in 34 cases, according to Home Office figures analysed by the Liberal Democrats.

That represents a charge or summons rate of 2.19 per cent. In 1,150 cases — 74.15 per cent of the total — the recorded
outcome was that the investigation had been completed with no suspect identified.

The figures put Surrey in the lower half of police forces in England and Wales for the proportion of vehicle-theft cases
resulting in a charge or summons, but not at the very bottom.

Excluding the British Transport Police, Surrey’s 2.19 per cent rate was the 12th lowest among 43 territorial police forces.
The overall England and Wales rate in the data was 2.45 per cent.

Surrey was also among the worse-performing forces for cases ending without a suspect being identified. Its 74.15 per
cent figure was the eighth highest of the 43 territorial forces, although it was slightly below the England and Wales
overall figure of 75.90 per cent.

In terms of the number of vehicle thefts, Surrey sat around the middle of the national table: its 1,551 recorded offences
made it the 20th highest force area out of 43. The highest totals were recorded by the Metropolitan Police, with 31,534
offences, followed by West Midlands Police with 12,979.

Among Surrey’s neighbouring and nearby force areas, Sussex had a lower charge rate of 1.47 per cent, Hampshire 1.80
per cent and Hertfordshire 1.91 per cent. Thames Valley recorded 2.45 per cent and Kent 2.46 per cent. Surrey’s
proportion of cases with no suspect identified was higher than in Thames Valley, where the figure was 64.22 per cent, and
Kent, at 70.48 per cent, but lower than Sussex’s 80.02 per cent and Hertfordshire’s 77.42 per cent.

Helen Maguire, Liberal Democrat MP for Epsom and Ewell, said the statistics showed that too few vehicle thieves were
being brought to justice.

She said: “Across Surrey, people rely on their cars to get to work, take their kids to school, and get themselves to the
doctors and other essential services. It is completely unacceptable that 1,551 individuals and families in our county have
had their vehicles stolen, with so few of those responsible ever brought to justice.

“How can we expect to deter would-be thieves from stealing people’s cars when so few criminals are actually being
charged by Surrey Police? The Government is asleep at the wheel and people in Surrey are paying the price.

“We urgently need to restore proper community policing to tackle car theft. For too long forces have been left
overstretched and underfunded, without the resources they need to respond.”

The Liberal Democrats are calling for more neighbourhood policing and for a specialist National Crime Agency team to
bring together automatic number plate recognition data, insurance records, border intelligence and information from
police forces to target organised vehicle-crime networks.

The figures relate to the offence category “theft or unauthorised taking of a motor vehicle”. A charge or summons is one
recorded outcome; cases may also have other outcomes not shown in the comparison.

Sam Jones - Reporter

Crime and Safety Round-Up: April and May 2026

13 September 2026
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April and May proved to be unusually busy months for Surrey Police and community safety partners in Epsom and Ewell,
with a mixture of high-profile investigations, anti-social behaviour enforcement, retail crime initiatives and public
engagement events.

The most significant policing story of the period centred on a reported serious sexual assault in Epsom during the early
hours of 11 April. Surrey Police launched a major investigation following a report that a woman in her twenties had been
assaulted after leaving a town centre nightclub. Extensive enquiries were carried out, including CCTV examination,
witness interviews, forensic work and house-to-house enquiries. By mid-April, Assistant Chief Constable Sarah Grahame
stated that investigators had not found evidence to support the offence as originally reported, although enquiries
remained ongoing. The case attracted national media attention and prompted public demonstrations in Epsom town
centre. Surrey Police repeatedly appealed for witnesses and urged the public not to speculate while investigations
continued. (The Guardian)

The incident also led to a substantial police presence in the town as officers dealt with protests and concerns regarding
public disorder. Local community leaders and elected representatives called for calm and urged residents to allow the
investigation to proceed without interference. (The Guardian)

Away from the headlines, Surrey Police continued its borough-wide campaign against anti-social behaviour and organised
criminality under the “Safer Epsom and Ewell” initiative launched earlier this year. The partnership between Surrey
Police and Epsom & Ewell Borough Council has focused on tackling anti-social behaviour, serious organised crime and
repeat offending in known hotspot locations. (Epsom and Ewell Borough Council)

Police teams also continued operations targeting nuisance and criminal use of motorcycles. According to local policing
priorities published during the spring, officers have been using specialist teams, covert tactics, anti-social behaviour
powers and multi-agency interventions to tackle riders involved in criminality and public nuisance. The strategy includes
cooperation with housing providers and the use of borough-wide Public Space Protection Order powers. (Surrey Police)

Retail crime remained a major priority throughout April and May. Surrey Police’s Epsom Safer Neighbourhood Team
reported that its zero-tolerance approach to shoplifting and offences against retailers was continuing to produce results.
The initiative includes rapid investigation of known offenders, direct cooperation with retailers and remote CCTV
operators, and proactive arrests aimed at reducing repeat offending in the town centre. (Surrey Police)

The wider “Safer Epsom and Ewell” operation reported notable results during the spring period. Police indicated that the
partnership had led to more than 150 arrests, over 90 charges and the closure of ten county-lines drug networks,
highlighting the continuing focus on organised criminal activity affecting local communities. (Facebook)

Community engagement remained a significant feature of local policing. Officers held a series of “Meet the Beat” events
during April and May, including sessions in Epsom town centre, Ruxley Lane and at Epsom Hospital, giving residents
opportunities to discuss local concerns directly with neighbourhood officers. Police also conducted public engagement
work connected with violence against women and girls in the Ashley Centre area. (Surrey Police)

Latest published neighbourhood crime statistics continue to show violence and sexual offences, shoplifting and anti-social
behaviour among the most frequently reported categories in parts of the borough. In Epsom & Ewell East, violence and
sexual offences and shoplifting remained the most commonly recorded offences during March, the latest month for which
detailed neighbourhood figures are available. (Police.uk)

Residents wishing to report crime can contact Surrey Police via 101 for non-emergencies or 999 in an emergency.
Information can also be passed anonymously through Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

The Epsom and Ewell Times will continue to monitor local crime trends, policing initiatives and community safety
developments throughout the summer.

Sam Jones - Reporter

Arrests from Epsom’s April disorder

13 September 2026
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Surrey Police have confirmed that 10 people have now been arrested as part of an ongoing investigation into violent
disorder in Epsom town centre earlier this month.

The arrests relate to incidents on Wednesday 15 April and Monday 20 April, when protests escalated into disorder in
the town centre.

In a detailed update published on 5 May by Surrey Police, officers set out the ages and home areas of those arrested,
showing a mix of local individuals and others from outside the immediate area.

The arrests were carried out over several days:
On 17 April, an 18-year-old man from Banstead was arrested on suspicion of public order offences.

On 20 April, a 23-year-old man from Richmond-upon-Thames was arrested on suspicion of public order offences and was
further arrested on suspicion of criminal damage.

On 21 April:

* a 21-year-old man from Epsom was arrested on suspicion of public order offences

* a 20-year-old man of no fixed address was arrested on suspicion of public order offences

* a 15-year-old boy from Purley was arrested on suspicion of public order offences and further arrested on suspicion of
criminal damage

On 23 April:

* a 12-year-old boy from Epsom was arrested on suspicion of public order offences
* a 12-year-old girl from Epsom was arrested on suspicion of public order offences
* an 11-year-old boy from Epsom was arrested on suspicion of public order offences

On 24 April, a 16-year-old boy from Leatherhead was arrested on suspicion of public order offences.
On 27 April, a 20-year-old man from Epsom was arrested on suspicion of public order offences.

Police confirmed that all 10 individuals have been released on bail with conditions, and that enquiries are
continuing.

The latest update follows an earlier statement on 23 April in which five arrests were initially confirmed. At that stage,
those detained were identified as a 15-year-old boy from Purley, an 18-year-old man from Banstead, a 20-year-old man of
no fixed address, a 21-year-old man from Epsom, and a 23-year-old man from Richmond-upon-Thames.

Detective Chief Superintendent Jon Groenen said: “Whilst we support the right to lawful protest, we will investigate those
suspected of committing criminal offences and causing damage, disruption, and disorder.

“We continue to review footage to identify those responsible and will take appropriate action against them.”
The investigation remains ongoing, with officers continuing to examine CCTV, social media and body-worn video footage.

Sam Jones - Reporter

Related reports:
Police confirm a female’s report of Epsom gang-rape was false
Epsom and the Perils of Instant Judgement

You Are Not Alone, Epsom Stands Against Rape

Police confirm a female’s report of Epsom gang-
rape was false

13 September 2026
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In a statement issued by Surrey Police the report by a female of being the victim of rape by several men in Epsom on
Saturday 11th April near the Methodist Church, was without foundation. This is the Surrey Police statement in full:

“This is an update in relation to a report of a rape in Epsom which we received in the early hours on Saturday, 11 April.

A thorough investigation, including an extensive examination of CCTV footage of the woman’s movements, house to house
enquiries, interviewing witnesses and forensic tests, has been carried out. Through this examination of all evidence, we
can conclude that no sexual offence occurred on this occasion, and we are closing the investigation.

What has become clear is that a woman in her 20s during a night out in Epsom, sustained an accidental head injury prior
to making a confused report.

The woman involved has given us permission to share this information with you and she continues to be supported by
relevant services.

To be clear, we take every report of sexual offending seriously, and any such report is treated with sensitivity. To do
this, it is imperative that the appropriate time is allowed to complete a thorough investigation and support is given to the
complainant to progress enquiries at their own pace. This limits what information we are able to release publicly.

At the early stages of this investigation, we issued an appeal for any witnesses or information that could help us progress
our enquiries and identify any potential suspects. There was a lack of information in our initial appeal
particularly regarding potential persons of interest. This was because the descriptions given were vague and limited. We
recognise this caused concern amongst the community. We are now confident that there was no offence, and
there were no suspects.

Our local officers will maintain a visible presence in Epsom over the coming days so please speak to them if you have any
concerns or questions.”

Sam Jones - Reporter

Related reports:

Epsom and the Perils of Instant Judgement

Surrey Police update on alleged sexual assault in Epsom
Church service following sex attack in Epsom

Epsom to sit in protest against violence against women
You Are Not Alone, Epsom Stands Against Rape

Epsom shock as police probe serious assault

Surrey Police update on alleged sexual assault in
Epsom

13 September 2026
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Surrey Police have issued a further update following last weekend’s reported incident in Epsom, stating that officers have
not found evidence to support the offence as initially described, while confirming that enquiries remain ongoing.

In a statement published on the Surrey Police website, Assistant Chief Constable for Local Policing Sarah Grahame said:

“Over the past week, there has been widespread speculation and commentary regarding this report. We are aware of the
strength of feeling this has created, and of the frustration caused by our limited public comment on the matter.

During this time, we have been investigating in depth to establish the sequence of events and to clarify the circumstances
surrounding the reported incident. We have reviewed an extensive amount of CCTV footage from the area. We have also
been interviewing potential witnesses, carrying out forensics investigations and conducting house-to-house enquiries.

To date, we have not found any evidence of the offence as reported but the investigation is ongoing.

There has been much speculation about the non-release of a description of any suspects, especially regarding the
ethnicity. No descriptions have been released as the information about the incident and potential suspects is so limited.
To address the specific commentary, there is no evidence that asylum seekers or immigrants were involved.

If you have any information or any CCTV, dashcam, or helmet camera footage, please contact us online, or via 101 quoting
PR/45260041426.

We appreciate that you want information. We will continue to tell you as much as we can, to engage with you, to reassure
you and to address concerns. We ask for space and time to work through the investigation.

There will be an increased police presence in Epsom over the weekend.” (Surrey Police)

The update follows a week of heightened concern in the town and significant public reaction. National media have also
reported the same position from Surrey Police, including the finding that there is currently no evidence of the offence as
reported, alongside confirmation that the investigation continues. (The Times)

Police are continuing to appeal for information from anyone who may have been in the area or who holds relevant footage.
Sam Jones - Reporter

Related reports:

Church service following sex attack in Epsom

Epsom to sit in protest against violence against women

You Are Not Alone, Epsom Stands Against Rape

Epsom shock as police probe serious assault

You Are Not Alone, Epsom Stands Against Rape

13 September 2026

It’s a sunny Wednesday afternoon in Epsom, and it feels as though spring has finally arrived. People have gathered on the
streets, perhaps 1,200 or more, women and men, brothers and sisters, mothers and fathers, friends, young and old, from
all walks of life.

They are here because of what happened last Saturday. By now, everyone knows: a woman in her 20s was followed after
leaving Labyrinth nightclub and attacked outside Epsom Methodist Church in the early hours of the morning. The story
has reached national headlines, BBC, The Telegraph, The Guardian: Woman in Her 20s Gang-Raped in Front of a
Church with CCTV Cameras.

I ask one of the people in the crowd what’s going on: “We are here today because a young girl was raped on Saturday
night, and the police are not telling us who was responsible. There is a perception that it could be immigrants, but the
police need to tell us who has done it. Without that, speculation grows, and it could be one of our own. I don’'t want to
protest against people who haven’t done anything wrong, but we have to come together as a community because nobody
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is telling us what is going on. That’s why we are here.”

I speak to a mother and her daughter, I want to know what they feel about the assault: “Our feeling is that the police need
to be transparent about who is responsible, so that women and girls can feel safer, so that we know who we are dealing
with. We haven’t been told. We need descriptions. The police say that information available is limited. No arrests have
been made. It is reported that four men attacked a young woman for two hours. If cameras are everywhere, why have
there been no arrests? Why is there said to be no information, when people believe suspects may still be walking freely in
Epsom?”

Some believe the police have accused the gathering of disorder in a public space. Many here ask: “What about the victim?
Isn’t rape a disorder?”

More police officers arrive. Eggs are thrown. Emotions are high. People care. Voices rise: “Who raped her?” The crowd
chants in support of the victim, while the young police woman responds to my questions with a single phrase: “no
comment.”

Meanwhile a voice of authority repeats familiar words: “My heart goes out to the young woman at the centre of this
deeply distressing incident.” It is a statement many here feel they have heard too many times to truly believe.

The Methodist Church will hold a service today, April 16th at 12.30pm. All are welcome. Epsom and Ewell Times will be
there.

Epsom and Ewell Times is also launching a weekly series, Epsom Safety Brief. If you would like to be involved and share
your concerns, please get in touch at: romana.epsomandewelltimes@gmail.com.

To the young woman at the centre of this: the whole town stands with you. You are not alone. Stay strong.
Coming soon:

Epsom Safety Brief is a community-driven series committed to clear, balanced reporting on crime, safety, and
accountability. It seeks to highlight what is happening, ask necessary questions, and assess whether meaningful action is
being taken to protect residents.

Romy Sustar

Freelance journalist | SIA-certified | Covering crime & community safety.

Phone: +44 (0)77 2727 5946

Email: romana.epsomandewelltimes@gmail.com Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/in/romanasustar/
X:@RomanaSustar

Related report: Epsom shock as police probe serious assault

Epsom March crime and safety round-up

13 September 2026

",

Policing activity across Epsom and Ewell in March 2026 saw a mix of enforcement successes, court outcomes and
continued concern around acquisitive crime, drugs and community safety.

30th March an unexploded ordnance was handed in to the police counter in the Town Hall, The Parade, Epsom. The area
was cordoned off until experts gave the all-clear.

Drug crime crackdown sees cash seizures in Epsom

A significant policing outcome during March was the seizure of more than £12,000 linked to criminal activity following a
proactive stop by officers in Epsom. The funds, recovered under the Proceeds of Crime Act, are set to be reinvested into
policing.

Local police social media updates suggest this forms part of wider activity targeting drug-related offending and organised
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crime in the borough, with officers using stop-and-search powers and intelligence-led patrols to disrupt offenders.

Targeted operations lead to arrests across offence types

Neighbourhood policing teams reported intensive enforcement weeks during which more than 20 arrests were made
across a range of offences including burglary, theft, drugs and weapons possession. (Facebook)
These operations reflect a continued emphasis on “visible policing” and proactive interventions in hotspot areas.

Burglary and vehicle crime remain priorities

Across Surrey, two burglars were jailed in March after targeting homes to steal car keys and vehicles in early-morning
break-ins.

While not limited to Epsom and Ewell, such offences remain a key policing priority locally, with residents repeatedly
advised to secure vehicles and keys.

Domestic abuse and sexual offences prosecutions

March also saw several significant court outcomes across the county, including custodial sentences for domestic abuse,
coercive behaviour and serious sexual offences.

Police continue to highlight safeguarding and victim support as central to their work, alongside encouraging reporting
and use of protective measures such as Clare’s Law disclosures.

Community engagement and policing visibility

Residents are being invited to participate in upcoming “Policing Your Community” roadshows, aimed at gathering local
concerns and shaping neighbourhood priorities.
This follows ongoing efforts in Epsom and Ewell to strengthen engagement between officers and the public.

Ongoing concerns around public safety incidents

Although outside the March reporting window, earlier incidents such as the January report of a teenage girl being
approached by two men in Court Recreation Ground continue to frame community concerns about safety in public spaces.
(The Sun)

Police have maintained increased visibility patrols in such areas in response.

Overall picture

Data and operational updates suggest that policing in Epsom and Ewell during March has been characterised by: targeted
enforcement against drugs and organised crime; continued focus on burglary and vehicle theft; strong emphasis on
safeguarding in domestic abuse and sexual offence cases; ongoing community engagement initiatives.

While Surrey remains a relatively low-crime area overall, the persistence of acquisitive crime and anti-social behaviour
continues to shape local policing priorities.

Sam Jones - Reporter

Box Hill’s Zig Zag Road Leads to Straight Ban on
Antisocial Riding

13 September 2026

"

Motorcyclists near Box Hill are being targeted despite the “vast majority” who visit the Surrey beauty spot being
“considerate people who behave respectfully”. A Public Spaces Protection Order is being introduced around the National
Trust site following efforts from residents in Mickleham and Westhumble over what they said was excessive noise and acts
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of anti-social behaviour. Mole Valley District Council then carried out consultation on whether to make certain behaviour
an offence within the defined area.

This includes, revving engines, keeping engines idling, speeding, stunts, driving in a convoy, exhaust popping or
backfiring, racing, for sudden or rapid acceleration. The area covered includes the world famous Zig Zag road and the
roundabout near Denbies wine estate.

The decision was taken by the council’s March executive committee after 603 people, 62 per cent of those who took part
in the consultation, backed the measures - compared with 29 per cent who were against and nine per cent who were
undecided. It will remain in place for three years unless renewed with the council estimating it will come into effect this
summer once necessary signage is installed.

Councillor Caroline Joseph (Liberal Democrat: Fetcham) said: “The consultation revealed a polarised view about whether
a PSPO should be introduced ranging from citing behaviour that it disrupts residents’ lives and threatening safety to
viewing it as unenforceable and being harmful to local businesses and long-standing biker traditions. “Motorcycle riding
at Boxhill and the surrounding area dates back to at least the 1920s from early racing and trials, and the Surrey Hills area
remains a popular destination. “It is important to recognise that the vast majority of motorcyclists in this area are
considerate people who behave respectfully.”

Bike groups are concerned it will impact their long-standing enjoyment of the area and groups. She added: “It’s not aimed
at spoiling those traditions but it’s meant to encourage less antisocial behaviour by those who don’t respect the traditional
activity of bikers in the area. “The purpose of the order is only to prohibit the behaviours that cause a public nuisance.”
“The introduction of the PSPO will benefit visitors to the local area and those residents and businesses whose quality of
life has been affected by vehicle noise all while not affecting responsible and considerate drivers and riders who use Mole
Valley’s roads.” The council said it was open to extending the order’s coverage but would require further consultation -
which would need to be done outside the upcoming election period.

Chris Caulfield LDRS
Zig Zag Road (image Google)
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