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Surrey environmental group gets global recognition
20 April 2026

A Surrey-based grassroots campaign that reshaped national climate law has received one of the world’s most prestigious
environmental honours, in a development that will resonate locally given the long-running controversy over oil drilling at
Horse Hill.

Climate campaigner Sarah Finch, who led the legal challenge on behalf of the Weald Action Group, has been named one
of six global winners of the Goldman Environmental Prize for 2026. The annual award recognises grassroots activists from
each continent who have made significant contributions to environmental protection.

The recognition follows Finch’s landmark victory in the Supreme Court of the United Kingdom in June 2024, in a case
brought against Surrey County Council over oil drilling at Horse Hill. As previously reported by Epsom and Ewell Times,
the case became a focal point for national debate on fossil fuel extraction and planning law.

The court’s ruling—now widely referred to as the “Finch judgment”—established that planning authorities must take into
account the downstream climate impact of burning extracted fossil fuels when considering applications. This marked a
significant shift in legal interpretation, extending environmental assessment beyond the immediate site of extraction.

Campaigners say the implications have already been far-reaching. The judgment has influenced decisions affecting fossil
fuel projects across the UK, including developments in Cumbria and the North Sea, and has been cited in wider planning
and legal contexts such as aviation and intensive farming. Courts in other jurisdictions, including Norway, Guyana and
Australia, have also drawn on similar reasoning.

Finch said she was “honoured” to accept the award on behalf of the Weald Action Group and communities campaigning
against fossil fuel expansion. She described the ruling as evidence that “ordinary people organising together can win big
victories,” adding that the scientific consensus leaves “no room for any more extraction and burning of coal, oil or gas” if
climate targets are to be met.

The legal challenge was supported by Friends of the Earth, whose senior lawyer Katie de Kauwe described the ruling as
“one  of  the  most  significant  legal  breakthroughs  this  century”  in  addressing  the  climate  crisis.  She  said  it  had
“fundamentally changed the rule book” by requiring developers to account for the full climate consequences of their
projects.

Local campaigners involved in the Horse Hill dispute also welcomed the recognition. Lorraine Inglis of the Weald Action
Group said the award reflected years of sustained community effort in Surrey and highlighted the role of grassroots
activism in shaping national policy.

The Goldman Environmental Prize, established in 1989, has honoured 239 winners from 98 countries. This year’s cohort is
notable as the first made up entirely of women, with other winners including climate activists from Colombia and South
Korea who have led successful campaigns against fracking and for legally binding emissions targets.

For Surrey residents, the award brings renewed attention to a campaign that has already left a lasting imprint on the local
landscape and on national law. As Epsom and Ewell Times has previously reported, the Horse Hill case demonstrated how
a dispute rooted in a single planning decision can evolve into a defining legal precedent with international consequences.

Sam Jones – Reporter

Photo: Sarah Finch and Weald Action Group at London’s High Court

Related reports:

Up hill struggle to stop oil drilling in Surrey – pays off?

Justice Stops Oil

Future of the Planet in Surrey hands?

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-environmental-group-gets-global-recognition
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/author/sam-jones
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/up-hill-struggle-to-stop-oil-drilling-in-surrey
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/justice-stops-oil
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/future-of-the-planet-in-surrey-hands
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Surrey Police update on alleged sexual assault in
Epsom
20 April 2026

Surrey Police have issued a further update following last weekend’s reported incident in Epsom, stating that officers have
not found evidence to support the offence as initially described, while confirming that enquiries remain ongoing.

In a statement published on the Surrey Police website, Assistant Chief Constable for Local Policing Sarah Grahame said:

“Over the past week, there has been widespread speculation and commentary regarding this report. We are aware of the
strength of feeling this has created, and of the frustration caused by our limited public comment on the matter.

During this time, we have been investigating in depth to establish the sequence of events and to clarify the circumstances
surrounding the reported incident. We have reviewed an extensive amount of CCTV footage from the area. We have also
been interviewing potential witnesses, carrying out forensics investigations and conducting house-to-house enquiries.

To date, we have not found any evidence of the offence as reported but the investigation is ongoing.

There has been much speculation about the non-release of  a description of  any suspects,  especially  regarding the
ethnicity. No descriptions have been released as the information about the incident and potential suspects is so limited.
To address the specific commentary, there is no evidence that asylum seekers or immigrants were involved.

If you have any information or any CCTV, dashcam, or helmet camera footage, please contact us online, or via 101 quoting
PR/45260041426.

We appreciate that you want information. We will continue to tell you as much as we can, to engage with you, to reassure
you and to address concerns. We ask for space and time to work through the investigation.

There will be an increased police presence in Epsom over the weekend.” (Surrey Police)

The update follows a week of heightened concern in the town and significant public reaction. National media have also
reported the same position from Surrey Police, including the finding that there is currently no evidence of the offence as
reported, alongside confirmation that the investigation continues. (The Times)

Police are continuing to appeal for information from anyone who may have been in the area or who holds relevant footage.

Sam Jones – Reporter

Related reports:

Church service following sex attack in Epsom

Epsom to sit in protest against violence against women

You Are Not Alone, Epsom Stands Against Rape

Epsom shock as police probe serious assault

You Are Not Alone, Epsom Stands Against Rape
20 April 2026

It’s a sunny Wednesday afternoon in Epsom, and it feels as though spring has finally arrived. People have gathered on the
streets, perhaps 1,200 or more, women and men, brothers and sisters, mothers and fathers, friends, young and old, from
all walks of life.

They are here because of what happened last Saturday. By now, everyone knows: a woman in her 20s was followed after
leaving Labyrinth nightclub and attacked outside Epsom Methodist Church in the early hours of the morning. The story

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-police-update-on-alleged-sexual-assault-in-epsom
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-police-update-on-alleged-sexual-assault-in-epsom
https://www.surrey.police.uk/news/surrey/news/2026/04---april/further-update-following-a-report-of-a-rape-in-epsom/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/crime/article/no-evidence-asylum-seekers-or-immigrants-were-involved-in-epsom-rape-say-police-fnx3d2cnc?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/author/sam-jones
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/church-service-following-sex-attack-in-epsom
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-to-sit-in-protest-against-violence-against-women
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/you-are-not-alone-epsom-stands-against-rape
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-shock-as-police-probe-serious-assault
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/you-are-not-alone-epsom-stands-against-rape
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has reached national headlines, BBC, The Telegraph, The Guardian: Woman in Her 20s Gang-Raped in Front of a
Church with CCTV Cameras.

I ask one of the people in the crowd what’s going on: “We are here today because a young girl was raped on Saturday
night, and the police are not telling us who was responsible. There is a perception that it could be immigrants, but the
police need to tell us who has done it. Without that, speculation grows, and it could be one of our own. I don’t want to
protest against people who haven’t done anything wrong, but we have to come together as a community because nobody
is telling us what is going on. That’s why we are here.”

I speak to a mother and her daughter, I want to know what they feel about the assault: “Our feeling is that the police need
to be transparent about who is responsible, so that women and girls can feel safer, so that we know who we are dealing
with. We haven’t been told. We need descriptions. The police say that information available is limited. No arrests have
been made. It is reported that four men attacked a young woman for two hours. If cameras are everywhere, why have
there been no arrests? Why is there said to be no information, when people believe suspects may still be walking freely in
Epsom?”

Some believe the police have accused the gathering of disorder in a public space. Many here ask: “What about the victim?
Isn’t rape a disorder?”

More police officers arrive. Eggs are thrown. Emotions are high. People care. Voices rise: “Who raped her?” The crowd
chants in support of the victim, while the young police woman responds to my questions with a single phrase: “no
comment.”

Meanwhile a voice of authority repeats familiar words: “My heart goes out to the young woman at the centre of this
deeply distressing incident.” It is a statement many here feel they have heard too many times to truly believe. 

The Methodist Church will hold a service today, April 16th  at 12.30pm. All are welcome. Epsom and Ewell Times will be
there.

Epsom and Ewell Times is also launching a weekly series, Epsom Safety Brief. If you would like to be involved and share
your concerns, please get in touch at: romana.epsomandewelltimes@gmail.com.

To the young woman at the centre of this: the whole town stands with you. You are not alone. Stay strong.

Coming soon: 

Epsom Safety  Brief  is  a  community-driven  series  committed  to  clear,  balanced  reporting  on  crime,  safety,  and
accountability. It seeks to highlight what is happening, ask necessary questions, and assess whether meaningful action is
being taken to protect residents.

Romy Sustar

Freelance journalist | SIA-certified | Covering crime & community safety.

Phone: +44 (0)77 2727 5946

Email: romana.epsomandewelltimes@gmail.com Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/in/romanasustar/

X:@RomanaSustar

Related report: Epsom shock as police probe serious assault

Epsom shock as police probe serious assault
20 April 2026

Police have launched a major investigation following reports that a young woman was raped by multiple men in Epsom in
the early hours of Saturday morning.

The incident is said to have taken place near Epsom Methodist Church on Ashley Road, close to the town centre, between

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/author/romy-sustar
https://www.linkedin.com/in/romanasustar/
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-shock-as-police-probe-serious-assault
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-shock-as-police-probe-serious-assault
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approximately 2am and 4am. The woman, believed to be in her twenties, had reportedly left a nearby nightclub shortly
before the attack and is understood to have been followed.

Surrey Police confirmed that the assault involved several suspects and that enquiries are ongoing to establish their
identities. At this stage, no full descriptions have been released, and officers are appealing for information from the
public.

A senior investigating officer described the incident as extremely distressing and confirmed that the victim is being
supported by specially trained officers. Detectives are carrying out extensive enquiries in the area, including reviewing
CCTV footage and conducting house-to-house inquiries.

Police are urging anyone who was in the Ashley Road area during the early hours of Saturday morning, or who may have
seen anything suspicious, to come forward. Drivers with dashcam footage are also asked to check recordings that may
assist the inquiry.

Anyone with information is asked to contact Surrey Police quoting reference PR/45260041426, either via the force’s
online reporting form or by contacting them directly. Information can also be provided anonymously via Crimestoppers on
0800 555 111 or through its website.

Support services are available for anyone affected by sexual violence, including Rape Crisis England & Wales, which
operates a 24-hour helpline on 0808 500 2222.

The seriousness of the allegation, coupled with its location close to the centre of Epsom, has led to heightened concern
locally  and  significant  national  media  attention.  Officers  have  maintained  a  visible  presence  in  the  area  while
investigations continue.

Sam Jones – Reporter

Kirby Fans Pack the Kerb in Epsom
20 April 2026

Children’s author Katie Kirby drew crowds to Waterstones Epsom today Friday 10th, as families queued more than 100
metres along the High Street for a book signing on the final day of the Easter school holidays.

In bright spring sunshine, parents and excited children waited patiently for their chance to meet the bestselling writer,
whose hugely popular Lottie Brooks series has become a staple for young readers across the UK. Staff at the store
reported a steady flow throughout the day, with the queue stretching well beyond the shop frontage at its peak.

Kirby, a former primary school teacher turned full-time author and illustrator, has built a devoted following with her
humorous and relatable books aimed at middle-grade readers. Her breakout success, The Extremely Embarrassing Life of
Lottie Brooks, was shortlisted for major children’s book awards and has sold in significant numbers, with subsequent
titles cementing her reputation as one of the UK’s leading voices in children’s fiction.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/author/sam-jones
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/kirby-fans-pack-the-kerb-in-epsom
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Epsom school student Ellie with her mother and the author

Epsom school student Rosie Gordon with the author

Her stories, told in diary format, capture the awkwardness and comedy of growing up, striking a chord particularly with
readers aged 8 to 12. The blend of cartoon-style illustrations and accessible writing has helped drive strong sales both in
bookshops and through school reading programmes.

Today’s event reflected that popularity. Children clutching copies of Kirby’s books chatted animatedly in the queue, while
parents described the visit as a highlight of the holidays. Inside, Kirby signed books and spoke briefly with readers,
creating what one attendee described as “a really special moment” for young fans.

Booksellers say such events have become increasingly important in encouraging children to read for pleasure. The
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turnout in Epsom suggests that, despite digital distractions, the appeal of meeting a favourite author—and taking home a
signed copy—remains as strong as ever.

Lionel Blackman

Lung disease death widens investigation of Epsom
and St Helier Trust service
20 April 2026

Widow still seeking accountability two years on.

A widow whose husband died aged just 48 after treatment at Epsom and St Helier University Hospitals NHS Trust has
spoken of her continuing search for answers, as investigations continue into the care of more than 200 lung disease
patients.

Laura Noakes, from Sutton, says she still does not know why her husband Daniel died from interstitial lung disease (ILD)
in February 2024, despite concerns raised about his treatment before his death. Speaking on the second anniversary of
his passing, she said the lack of clear information has left her feeling isolated and unable to move forward.

Her case forms part of a wider investigation involving patients treated under respiratory consultant Dr Veronica Varney,
whose practice is under scrutiny. The investigation includes a review by the General Medical Council, though no outcome
has yet been made public.

According to reporting by the Daily Telegraph (29th March), a letter from the Trust acknowledged that Mr Noakes had
been prescribed Roflumilast for several years — a drug licensed for chronic obstructive pulmonary disease but not for ILD
— and that he could have lived longer had he received treatment in line with guidelines.

Mrs Noakes said: “While nothing will bring Daniel back, finding answers is really important. It feels like I’ve been treated
in a silo. I haven’t been able to understand the wider picture, and answers have only come after I complained.”

Concerns over treatment and oversight

Mr Noakes, who had never smoked, was first referred to respiratory services in 2018 after developing a persistent cough.
The Trust later accepted that earlier scans suggesting ILD were not properly followed up, and that there was insufficient
senior medical oversight during his care.

His condition deteriorated significantly from late 2023. While still alive, he was contacted by the Trust raising concerns
about his treatment — something his wife describes as a “double trauma”, learning both that he was dying and that
aspects of his care may have been avoidable.

She said: “We trusted we were getting top-level care. Instead, we later found there had been serious failings. We could
have had many more years together.”

The Trust has apologised to the family and acknowledged that Mr Noakes’ care “fell far below” expected standards. It has
also commissioned an external review by the Royal College of Physicians into more than 200 cases.

Wider investigation and cultural concerns

Findings  reported  by  the  Telegraph  indicate  that  internal  reviews  identified  a  culture  at  St  Helier  Hospital  that
discouraged junior staff from challenging senior clinicians. The Trust has since said it has strengthened safeguards and
systems to prevent similar failures.

Dr Varney left the Trust in 2023. The GMC has confirmed she remains registered with conditions while its investigation
continues.

An inquest into Mr Noakes’ death has yet to reach a final conclusion.

Legal action and calls for others to come forward

Mrs Noakes is now being supported by clinical negligence specialists at Slater and Gordon.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/author/lionelblackman
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/lung-disease-death-widens-investigation-of-epsom-and-st-helier-trust-service
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/lung-disease-death-widens-investigation-of-epsom-and-st-helier-trust-service
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Senior associate Nadia Saber said: “Daniel’s death was avoidable and premature, and Laura understandably has many
questions. The number of cases under investigation gives cause for serious concern, and we would urge anyone worried
about their care to come forward.”

Mrs Noakes added that accountability is essential not only for her family, but to ensure lessons are learned: “We need to
know what happened and why — so this doesn’t happen to anyone else.”

Sam Jones – Reporter

Epsom March crime and safety round-up
20 April 2026

Policing activity across Epsom and Ewell in March 2026 saw a mix of enforcement successes, court outcomes and
continued concern around acquisitive crime, drugs and community safety.

30th March an unexploded ordnance was handed in to the police counter in the Town Hall, The Parade, Epsom. The area
was cordoned off until experts gave the all-clear.

Drug crime crackdown sees cash seizures in Epsom

A significant policing outcome during March was the seizure of more than £12,000 linked to criminal activity following a
proactive stop by officers in Epsom. The funds, recovered under the Proceeds of Crime Act, are set to be reinvested into
policing.
Local police social media updates suggest this forms part of wider activity targeting drug-related offending and organised
crime in the borough, with officers using stop-and-search powers and intelligence-led patrols to disrupt offenders.

Targeted operations lead to arrests across offence types

Neighbourhood policing teams reported intensive enforcement weeks during which more than 20 arrests were made
across a range of offences including burglary, theft, drugs and weapons possession. (Facebook)
These operations reflect a continued emphasis on “visible policing” and proactive interventions in hotspot areas.

Burglary and vehicle crime remain priorities

Across Surrey, two burglars were jailed in March after targeting homes to steal car keys and vehicles in early-morning
break-ins.
While not limited to Epsom and Ewell, such offences remain a key policing priority locally, with residents repeatedly
advised to secure vehicles and keys.

Domestic abuse and sexual offences prosecutions

March also saw several significant court outcomes across the county, including custodial sentences for domestic abuse,
coercive behaviour and serious sexual offences.
Police continue to highlight safeguarding and victim support as central to their work, alongside encouraging reporting
and use of protective measures such as Clare’s Law disclosures.

Community engagement and policing visibility

Residents are being invited to participate in upcoming “Policing Your Community” roadshows, aimed at gathering local
concerns and shaping neighbourhood priorities.
This follows ongoing efforts in Epsom and Ewell to strengthen engagement between officers and the public.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/author/sam-jones
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-march-crime-and-safety-round-up
https://www.facebook.com/EpsomEwellPolice/posts/get-a-glimpse-into-the-work-of-officers-from-the-epsom-ewell-safer-neighbourhood/965035169372776/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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Ongoing concerns around public safety incidents

Although outside the March reporting window, earlier incidents such as the January report of a teenage girl being
approached by two men in Court Recreation Ground continue to frame community concerns about safety in public spaces.
(The Sun)
Police have maintained increased visibility patrols in such areas in response.

Overall picture

Data and operational updates suggest that policing in Epsom and Ewell during March has been characterised by: targeted
enforcement against drugs and organised crime; continued focus on burglary and vehicle theft; strong emphasis on
safeguarding in domestic abuse and sexual offence cases; ongoing community engagement initiatives.
While Surrey remains a relatively low-crime area overall, the persistence of acquisitive crime and anti-social behaviour
continues to shape local policing priorities.

Sam Jones – Reporter

Climate emergency comes to Epsom
20 April 2026

A community screening of a national climate film is set to take place in Epsom next month, bringing together residents,
councillors and community groups to explore what the climate and nature crisis means locally.

The event, hosted by St Martin’s Church and Sustainable Epsom and Ewell, will feature The People’s Emergency Briefing,
a 45-minute film based on a high-level national briefing delivered in Westminster last year.

Organisers say the screening forms part of a UK-wide programme designed to make complex information about climate
and environmental risks more accessible at a local level, with community discussions encouraged after each showing.

Local screening details

The Epsom event will take place on Saturday 11 April at St Martin’s Church, Church Street, starting at 3pm (doors open
2.30pm). Entry is free, although attendees are asked to register in advance so organisers can plan capacity.

Invitations have been extended to local councillors, community leaders and Epsom and Ewell’s MP, alongside residents
interested in environmental issues.

From Westminster briefing to community film

The film is based on a landmark briefing held in November 2025 at Westminster Central Hall, attended by more than
1,200 MPs, peers and leaders from across business, culture, faith and media.

Experts at the event examined the implications of climate and nature breakdown across areas such as food security,
health, infrastructure and the economy, alongside practical evidence on how risks might be reduced.

That material has now been adapted into a public-facing film, launching nationally in April 2026, with screenings planned
in venues ranging from churches and village halls to libraries and schools.

A “civic event” as well as a film

Organisers emphasise that the screenings are intended not just  as film showings but as civic events,  encouraging
discussion about local impacts and responses.

Each event is expected to include a facilitated discussion, allowing residents to reflect on how national risks relate to their

https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/38084016/schoolgirl-approached-men-park/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/author/sam-jones
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/climate-emergency-comes-to-epsom
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own communities.

The  wider  programme  has  backing  from organisations  including  WWF,  the  National  Trust,  CPRE  and  the  Royal
Meteorological Society, with hundreds of screenings anticipated across the country.

Broadcaster Chris Packham, who opened the original Westminster briefing, said: “I’d encourage people everywhere to
attend a screening… It creates exactly the kind of honest local conversation we now urgently need.”

Local focus

For Epsom and Ewell, the event offers a chance to connect global environmental challenges with local concerns, from
green space and biodiversity to resilience and community preparedness.

Organisers say they hope the screening will help spark informed, constructive discussion about how the borough can
respond to the issues raised.

Sam Jones – Reporter

.

Event Listing Details Here

Box Hill’s Zig Zag Road Leads to Straight Ban on
Antisocial Riding
20 April 2026

Motorcyclists near Box Hill  are being targeted despite the “vast majority” who visit  the Surrey beauty spot being
“considerate people who behave respectfully”. A Public Spaces Protection Order is being introduced around the National
Trust site following efforts from residents in Mickleham and Westhumble over what they said was excessive noise and acts
of anti-social behaviour. Mole Valley District Council then carried out consultation on whether to make certain behaviour
an offence within the defined area.

This  includes,  revving  engines,  keeping  engines  idling,  speeding,  stunts,  driving  in  a  convoy,  exhaust  popping  or
backfiring, racing, for sudden or rapid acceleration. The area covered includes the world famous Zig Zag road and the
roundabout near Denbies wine estate.

The decision was taken by the council’s March executive committee after 603 people, 62 per cent of those who took part
in the consultation, backed the measures – compared with 29 per cent who were against and nine per cent who were
undecided. It will remain in place for three years unless renewed with the council estimating it will come into effect this
summer once necessary signage is installed.

Councillor Caroline Joseph (Liberal Democrat: Fetcham) said: “The consultation revealed a polarised view about whether
a PSPO should be introduced ranging from citing behaviour that it disrupts residents’ lives and threatening safety to
viewing it as unenforceable and being harmful to local businesses and long-standing biker traditions. “Motorcycle riding
at Boxhill and the surrounding area dates back to at least the 1920s from early racing and trials, and the Surrey Hills area
remains a popular destination. “It is important to recognise that the vast majority of motorcyclists in this area are
considerate people who behave respectfully.”

Bike groups are concerned it will impact their long-standing enjoyment of the area and groups. She added: “It’s not aimed
at spoiling those traditions but it’s meant to encourage less antisocial behaviour by those who don’t respect the traditional
activity of bikers in the area. “The purpose of the order is only to prohibit the behaviours that cause a public nuisance.”
“The introduction of the PSPO will benefit visitors to the local area and those residents and businesses whose quality of
life has been affected by vehicle noise all while not affecting responsible and considerate drivers and riders who use Mole
Valley’s roads.” The council said it was open to extending the order’s coverage but would require further consultation –
which would need to be done outside the upcoming election period.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/author/sam-jones
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/event/peoples-emergency-briefing
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/box-hills-zig-zag-road-leads-to-straight-ban-on-antisocial-riding
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Chris Caulfield LDRS

Zig Zag Road (image Google)

Epsom  Hospital  to  “merge”  with  St  Georges  in
Tooting?
20 April 2026

A major NHS reorganisation affecting Epsom residents appears to have been approved behind closed doors, with no
public announcement or consultation to date.

Information shared with the Epsom and Ewell Times indicates that St George’s Hospital is set to formally merge with
Epsom and St Helier University Hospitals NHS Trust under plans approved by their boards on 5 March.

The proposal, described in NHS terms as a “strategic outline case”, is understood to be the first formal step towards a full
merger. If progressed, it would ultimately result in Epsom and St Helier ceasing to exist as a separate organisation, with
all services brought under a single management structure.

The development was first reported by Putney News, which described the move as having been agreed “behind closed
doors” and without any public announcement or consultation. According to that report, no press release has yet been
issued and residents have not been formally informed.

Financial pressures driving change

Documents referenced in the material seen by EET suggest the move is being driven by mounting financial pressures
across the hospital group.

The combined shortfall is reported to be around £176 million for the current financial year. While government support has
historically offset much of this gap, those payments are now being phased out. St George’s has reportedly been given two
years to break even, while Epsom and St Helier has been given three.

Epsom and St Helier is also said to be under formal NHS England supervision in relation to its finances, waiting lists and
emergency care performance.

No public consultation announced

Despite the scale of the proposed change, there appears to have been no public consultation process announced.

Material circulated internally suggests that staff have been informed and Integrated Care Boards briefed, but that wider
public engagement has not yet taken place.

The apparent lack of transparency may raise concern locally, particularly given previous assurances when the two trusts
began closer working in 2021 that they would remain separate statutory organisations.

MP response focuses on patient care

Epsom and Ewell’s MP Helen Maguire said she was aware of the developing proposal but emphasised that patient care
must remain the priority.

She said: “I am aware the Trust has put a business case forward to the NHS on the possibility of a merger. From my
perspective, my primary concern lies with ensuring that regardless of administrative decisions, residents across my
constituency and the wider Trust area continue to receive the high-quality healthcare they deserve. I look forward to
meeting with Michael Pantlin to discuss these priorities, and will continue to engage with key stakeholders throughout the
process to ensure consistency of service provision.”

Her  comments  suggest  the  proposal  remains  under  consideration  at  NHS England  level,  with  further  discussions
expected.

Hospital Management Response

A spokesperson for St George’s, Epsom and St Helier Hospitals and Health Group (gesh) said: “We have not agreed to
merge – at this stage, we have agreed an intention to submit a strategic case for merger to NHS England, asking them to
approve developing a full business case.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/author/chris-caulfield
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-hospital-to-merge-with-st-georges-in-tooting
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-hospital-to-merge-with-st-georges-in-tooting
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“This builds on the work we have already done to strengthen the ties between both Trusts – sharing expertise and
resources, whilst leveraging the strengths of our services to further improve patient care.

“We want to reassure people that there are no related planned changes to our services.”

Long-term implications for services

If it proceeded the merger could have significant implications for how services are delivered across south-west London
and Surrey, including for Epsom residents relying on local provision.

It also comes against the backdrop of delays to the long-promised Specialist Emergency Care Hospital in Sutton, now
expected to open in the 2030s rather than mid-2020s.

While NHS leaders are reported to view the merger as a route to achieving Foundation Trust status and improving
financial  stability,  questions remain about how local  services may be affected and when residents will  be formally
consulted.

Sam Jones – Reporter

Related reports:

Prime Minister and Health Secretary Visit Epsom Hospital to Unveil NHS Recovery Blueprint

Public meeting about Epsom Hospital future

Epsom Hospital upgrade at risk?

Pay black hole takes £2.2M Epsom Hospital funds
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