Current

EPSOM & EWELL TIMES

Far thes camimunity, oy the community. & net-far-proft service

——
=

ISSN 2753-2771

Surrey County Cricket Club ground in the red

A Surrey sports ground is set to get a £114,000 hand out to keep it afloat after the site racked up a big budget shortfall last year.
But councillors insist residents will now get clearer oversight on how the pavilion is run.

The sports ground - home to Guildford Cricket Club and Surrey County Cricket Club - was hit by major staffing problems in
2024/25, leaving the management company more than £114k in the red.

As the ground is run as a charity and doesn’t have money of its own, Guildford Borough Council, as trustee, has agreed to step in
and cover the gap. Without the cash, the charity would be unable to pay its bills and could go under.

Alongside plugging last year’s hole, councillors have also signed off on a three-year business plan. That means topping up the
ground’s budget with a further £80,687 in 2025/26 and £20,572 in 2026/27 - though beyond that no more bailouts are expected.

Without this, officers warned, the charity could fail, leaving taxpayers to foot the bill while the council runs the site directly
without the specialist know-how of its cricketing partners.

Speaking at the Executive meeting on September 12, Cllr Catherine Houston said it was “encouraging to see this coming into
shape,” adding: “It is not the shadowy ‘what’s happening here’ question that we’ve all had. I'm really pleased to see the council is
able to keep an eye on what is happening in a much more formal way.”

She praised the new structure, with three directors and dedicated officers in place, saying it gave the council confidence there
was now ‘a vision’ for the site.

CEO Pedro Wrobel also backed the move, recognising that the problems stemmed from decisions made before the current
Executive was in place.

“This is an issue that has a legacy that starts from prior to this Executive coming to force,” he said. “What you are doing here is
getting a firm grip on that [...] and putting it in a position where you are able to improve the value for money the organisation is
getting.”

The Pavilion was refurbished in 2018 and reopened the following year, with the idea that hosting events and matches would help
cover running costs. The council’s Executive will make a decision on the extra funding in the coming weeks.

The Guildford Pavilion. (Credit: Google Street View)

Coroner visits Surrey cricket hero’s mental decline

Coroner’s Inquest visits the loss of former England and Surrey batting great Graham Thorpe MBE, who died in August 2024
aged 55. Following an inquest held this week at Surrey Coroner’s Court, his life and tragic death have returned to the headlines,
casting fresh light on his legacy and personal struggles.

Born in Farnham, Surrey on 1 August 1969, Graham Thorpe rose through the county’s cricketing ranks with prodigious talent and
steely determination. He made his first-class debut for Surrey County Cricket Club in 1988 and quickly established himself as one
of the most technically gifted left-handers of his generation.

Thorpe’s early promise blossomed into a formidable career with Surrey, for whom he scored over 21,000 runs across formats. His
stylish strokeplay, calm temperament, and ability to perform under pressure made him a linchpin for the county during the 1990s
and early 2000s.

Surrey’s return to success in the late 1990s—including their Sunday League title in 1996 and County Championship
victories—bore Thorpe’s fingerprints, and his bond with the club remained strong well beyond retirement. He later served as
Surrey’s batting coach, mentoring a new generation of cricketers at the Oval.

Thorpe made an instant impact on the international stage, scoring a century on his Test debut against Australia in 1993. Over a
12-year England career, he compiled 6,744 Test runs at an average of 44.66, with 16 centuries—cementing his place among the
country’s most reliable middle-order batsmen.

He was central to key series wins in the subcontinent, notably England’s victories in Pakistan and Sri Lanka in 2000, and was
named a Wisden Cricketer of the Year in 1998. His unbeaten 200 against New Zealand in 2002 was widely hailed as one of the
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finest innings of its era.

A naturally modest figure, Thorpe’s contribution to English cricket went beyond runs. He embodied a quiet resilience and
professionalism that won the admiration of teammates and opponents alike.

After retiring from playing in 2005, Thorpe remained in the game as a respected batting coach, including roles with Surrey and
later as a key figure in the England coaching setup. He was part of the ECB’s elite coaching team and served as a mentor to many
of England’s current generation of batters.

However, his career in coaching came to a sudden end in 2022 following the fallout from a video showing players drinking after a
heavy Ashes defeat in Australia. Though not the subject of disciplinary action, Thorpe lost his role as England’s batting coach
soon after—an event that proved devastating.

This week’s inquest at Surrey Coroner’s Court revealed the full extent of Thorpe’s mental health battle, casting a sombre shadow
over his final years.

Thorpe had reportedly suffered from anxiety and depression since at least 2018. After the loss of his ECB coaching job in 2022,
his condition deteriorated significantly. He became socially withdrawn, suffered from insomnia, and described feelings of shame
and worthlessness.

His wife, Amanda, told the inquest that he had even asked her to assist him in dying, expressing an intention to seek assisted
suicide in Switzerland. In April 2022, he attempted suicide and spent weeks in intensive care. Though he made a partial physical
recovery, the psychological toll persisted.

On 4 August 2024, Thorpe tragically died after being struck by a train at Esher railway station. The coroner concluded that he
had taken his own life. His family chose to speak publicly in the hope of raising awareness and encouraging open conversation
around mental health in sport.

Surrey County Cricket Club paid tribute to Thorpe, calling him “one of the finest cricketers the club has ever produced.” The club
has honoured his legacy with a commemorative gallery at the Oval and moments of silence at matches.

Teammates and former England captains described Thorpe as a “warrior at the crease” and a “gentleman off it,” highlighting
both his cricketing prowess and quiet dignity.

Thorpe’s story has also reignited national debate about the mental health pressures faced by elite athletes and the need for more
robust support structures—both during and after their careers.

Graham Thorpe’s life was rich in achievement, marked by loyalty to Surrey, excellence for England, and a deep love for the game.
But his death also reminds us of the vulnerabilities behind even the most accomplished public figures.

As his family bravely noted, “Graham’s legacy must be more than his cricket. Let it also be a call to look out for each other.”

Thorpe is survived by his wife Amanda and their children. He remains, to many in Surrey and beyond, a hero of the game—and a
symbol of the need to treat mental health with the seriousness it deserves.

If you or someone you know is struggling with mental health, contact Samaritans at 116 123 or visit
www.samaritans.org.

Image: Graham Thorpe selfie in 2005. Attribution: Jguk at English Wikipedia Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0
Unported

Umpire pulls up stumps on cricket plan

A long-standing Surrey cricket club’s ambitious plans to construct modern facilities has sparked controversy in the local
community, leading to a tense planning decision.

Banstead Cricket Club’s plans to modernise its ground have been rejected, by the narrowest of margins. The club, which has been
in the village for more than a century and a half, had hoped to update its dilapidated changing rooms and clubhouse to give it a
home ground fit for the 21st century.
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Residents living near the ground objected over the harm it would do to the character of the green belt. In a nail-biting finish it
hinged on whether there were exceptional circumstances to build on the green belt. In the end it came down to the chairman to
cast the deciding vote after members were split down the middle.

In an unusual turn of events the planning chair voted against officer recommendations and the cricket club’s plans were refused.
Councillor Simon Parnall said: “I knew this was going to happen. You have your name on the block sometimes.”

He added: “Given the weight of the meeting, and the way that people have their feelings quite openly expressed, I, contrary to my
normal position which is to support officers, I think now I ought to stand and vote for the reason for refusal because this is so
controversial and it would need another go.”

Reasons the club had wanted new facilities included money gained by renting out the space for events. It was also in part due to
the massive growth of the game among girls and women, and therefore the need for changing rooms for women.

Martin Long said he was representing the 107 objectors who had written in against the development, where he claims the vast
majority live in Banstead Village. He said: “The report does not mention that of the 157 letters of support only 10 per cent are
from addresses within the borough.

He said there are three other community venues in the borough, all with better access, and questioned why a fourth was needed.
He told the meeting that the Lady Neville park was given to the people of Banstead, not the Banstead Cricket Club.

Opposition focused on the scale of the development and not the club’s need to modernise. He added: “A vast two-storey
development would be an appalling blot on the green belt, the surrounding treeline and the view from the park itself.

“A single storey cricket club house is all that is needed not a vast function venue with an all round terrace. The impact of noise
and traffic that this new facility will have on residents is unimaginable.”

The Thursday, April 24, meeting of Reigate and Banstead Borough Council’s planning committee heard the primary focus of the
club was the provision of cricket but it needed revenue for other activities to survive financially. The club wanted to demolish its
current clubhouse and replace it with a new modern facility to conform with “Sport England and the sports governing body
standards”.

It also wanted to refurbish its pavilion to create a dedicated changing space for women and girls. The plans had been
recommended for approval and received more letters of support than opposition during the consultation stage, although it was
argued the majority if this came from outside the borough.

Ray Smythe, a resident of De Burgh Park which backs on to the grounds, spoke against the plans. He said they were
inappropriate for the green belt and should only be approved if there were very special circumstances.

He said: “The positioning of the new premises will eliminate the only distinct view from the recreation ground that is not currently
obscured by buildings in the area.” He added that clubhouse’s second floor was not needed for cricket and the financial
implications were not a planning matter. He said they could also reduce the cost of the project by scaling back the clubhouse.

Arguing for the plans was Ian Thorpe who told the meeting the club had been in Banstead since 1850 and that its facilities were
no longer fit for purpose. The new proposals, which had already been scaled back and revised, was needed to fit in with the latest
guidelines for sport.

He said the clubhouse was no longer compliant for all players regardless of gender or age and that the site would operate under
its current licensing hours with no desire to extend them further. He said: “Its hoped that the facility will be more than just a
cricket club to the local community. With this proposal Banstead Cricket Club is seeking to offer its members and the local
community a clubhouse to be proud of.”

Related reports:

Just not cricket to replace Banstead pavilion?

Image - visualisation of new pavilion and current inset.

Just not cricket to replace Banstead pavilion?

A long-standing cricket club’s ambitious plans to construct a modern pavilion and expand its facilities have sparked a debate from
people that live in the area, saying it would “ruin the village feel”.
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A centuries old sports club wants to modernise its facilities, in part due to the massive growth of the game among girls and
women, although some warn its ambitious plans overstep the mark.

Banstead Cricket Club has applied to demolish its current clubhouse, which it says was only every designed to last 10 years but
has stood for 60, and replace it with a new modern facility that conforms to “Sport England and the sports governing body
standards”.

It is also seeking to refurbish its pavilion to create a dedicated changing space for women and girls. While opponents to the plans
aren’t arguing against its need to modernise, and would like to see the 182-year-old cricket club get a new clubhouse - they say
they are worries about the size and location of the plans. They feel the potential increase in social events at the site, could have a
negative impact on people living near the ground.

The club, however, told the Local Democracy Reporting Service that they are “not trying to just suddenly become an events
business” and that “the most important thing to stress is that Banstead Cricket Club is a cricket club”. The application has already
had 252 comments with the majority (151) backing the plans and 91 objecting.

Club chairperson Neil Bowman said: “We need something bigger and we need something that has more than one room. We need
to have other areas where people can hang out, or have a team meeting. We didn’t design it as a wedding venue, and we do
appreciate the neighbours’ concerns, there was a concern about creating an event venue, and all the additional traffic, noise.

“I can entirely understand people’s concerns, but we are not trying to do that, we are trying to build a modern clubhouse.” The
club said that Sport England and the England and Wales Cricket Board have been consulted in terms of the most ideal sighting
for the new building and it’s the internal layout.

Its new location will allow people to take in matches from either of the club’s two pitches. The club has also said it will re-lay its
car park with an environmentally friendly solution. Project head Ian Rusbridge said: “We are not trying to just suddenly become
an events business, that’s not our game.

“We don’t foresee (a surge in) event hire, there may be a little bit more during the summer - because at the moment we can’t hire
it out at all. The other thing to stress, is that the cricket club is run by volunteers, who have full time jobs, and lives and children.
They haven’t got the capacity to run a cricket club let alone an events business. ” Adding to that, in terms of the design the
architects we employed, their speciality is sport pavilions.”

The club has a licence until 1am but says it is rarely used and that the events held usually stop serving alcohol at 11pm. It said it
did not see this changing in the future. Among the objections however include the increase in traffic around the green belt area,
noise that would come from an expanded pavilion, and the determination visual impact it would have.

One objector wrote that the scale of the two-storey building was “far too large” and would “ruin the village feel” of the site. He
felt the current buildings were perfectly adequate and would support plans that improved and updated the facilities within the
same space.

The Local Democracy Reporting Service spoke with another resident who has also written in to object. Robert Garbut lives off
Park Road, near the club, and challenged the size of the plans, its impact on traffic and neighbourhood fears the site could
become a late-night venue.

He said: “It’s massive. It’s a 350 per cent increase over two floors, on another field that had never been built on before. Earth-
moving trucks that will have to move into the park - I'm sure people just don’t realise what is happening. Having said all of that,
the cricket club has been there for a hundred years, it’s hugely successful, they need more changing rooms.

“We assumed they would knock down the old clubhouse and build an all-singing all-dancing version of that. They also own the
practice field adjacent to that - that’s where they want to build, you can understand that as it makes sense to build it on your own
land rather than land owned by Reigate and Banstead Council.

“All of our objections are about the superscale of this social venue, nobody but nobody wants to be mean spirited. We want the
club to be a great building not the ramshackle thing they’re in now.”

The planning application is still with Reigate and Banstead Borough Council’s planning team. A date has yet to be set for when it
will be determined.

Image - visualisation of new pavilion and current inset.

Page 4
© 2021-2025. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd.
Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY



