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Epsom and Ewell FC just lose out 2 points again

14 November 2025

Epsom and Ewell FC v Eversley and California - Tuesday 11th November. Premier Division South.

For the 5th time in recent weeks, we failed to close out a game we should have won easily. The game finished 1-1 and we
“dropped” another 2 points. Whilst you can never tell the final results of every game, we calculate we have lost 7 points
since the beginning of October, having been in the lead for the majority of the game.

More changes to the team were required due to further suspensions and injuries. The former we need to get a grip of, as
the constant chopping and changing makes life difficult to get a settled side that might grow in confidence and hold out in
difficult situations, although there was nothing really difficult on Tuesday.

Ben Grummitt retained his place in goal as Faebian is still injured, Connor McShane came in for the suspended Luis
Oliveira and Ethan Nelson-Roberts replaced the injured Harry Murphy (Saturday’s man of the match). In midfield, Ryley
Merritt came in for Brendan Murphy-McVey and Jason Vincent returned in place of Obasanjo Akinniranye. It was good to
see Ethan Brazier on the bench again after a long injury battle.

The conditions, with the swirling wind and rain, made play difficult, and this was reflected in our lowest crowd of the
season at 68. We started well with the conditions, and Jason Bloor won a free kick early on, going through a couple of
tackles and eventually being brought down, but the free kick from McShane went over the bar. On 10 minutes, Niall
Stillwell fell awkwardly after going in for a challenge, and after a lengthy stop on the field, he had to be assisted off the
pitch with a dislocated shoulder. He was in great pain going back to the dressing room, where an ambulance was called.
We fear he will be out for months rather than weeks. Brendan Murphy-McVey had an early start off the bench.

We had all the early play. Ali Fofahan had a half-chance but put the ball over the bar, and Bloor got to the byline with a
great cross. Jason Vincent, coming in on the far post, got his foot to it, but Josh Selby in the Eversley goal got across and
somehow managed to keep it out. We continued to dominate and won a few corners that McShane put into great
positions, but no one could get their head to it. Kionte also had a long-range effort when he really should have put the ball
to Nelson-Roberts, who was in yards of space on our left. On 42 minutes, we finally got our reward when another attack
had Ali Fofahan in the box, and he was brought down from behind, leaving the referee with no option but to point to the
spot. Ali took the penalty himself, driving the ball into the bottom right-hand corner. The keeper guessed right but the
shot was too powerful. We had one more corner before the end of the half, but we went in at half-time 1-0 up.

HT Epsom & Ewell 1-0 Eversley and California

We were good value for our lead but really should have been 2 or 3 up, as the visitors had no real attacks or deserved
anything.

The second half started with Eversley enjoying the best of the conditions, with the rain coming down harder, but we were
still in control of the game. On 52 minutes, we gained another free kick from Bloor being brought down near the box, but
again the free kick evaded everyone, and Selby made an easy catch. Ryley Merritt was then played in, and he controlled
the ball into the box, but his shot was saved by the keeper’s feet. Another good chance was missed, and another corner
was wasted after. Obasanjo replaced Kionte and Tom Collins replaced Bloor on 73 minutes. The changes worked in that
we continued to create chances but still couldn’t find the important second goal.

Eversley & California seemed to grow in confidence as they knew one chance might be all they needed. On their first real
attack in the second half, Eversley found their way into the box, and a good shot was blocked for a corner by Aiwone. The
first one went across goal and was cleared for another corner, but this time Ross Baker found the far side of the net direct
from the corner.

We then tried everything to get the winner. Ethan Brazier returned to replace McShane, and Teddy Ralph came on for
Ryley Merritt. We pushed hard but couldn’t find the composure to put the ball away. We had at least six good chances in
the last 10 or so minutes, but each one went wide or high. There was a small opportunity provided when Nathan
Mindomba appeared to hit out at Brendan after a collision that found both players on the floor and wrestling to get up.
The referee showed the red card after talking to the linesman. It was too late to take any real advantage as there were
only six minutes left, but it has continued our run of failing to beat sides when we have a man advantage.

We continued to push but couldn’t find that one chance, and the game finished, much to the travelling fans’ delight, at
1-1, having seen their team concede 10 goals in the last two games.

FT - Epsom & Ewell 1-1 Eversley and California

That is now eight games without a win and really not playing well. We again are just unable to close out a game. Horley,
Tooting & Mitcham and Abbey are good sides, so you may expect one of them to get a late goal, but Eversley are probably
the weakest side we have seen down here, yet they are going home with a point. We sit in 17th place, only five points off
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the relegation places. We have also lost our advantage of games played, and in fact two teams below us now have games
in hand, and the next five clubs above have all played fewer than us.

We face a tough game on Saturday away at The Eastwood, home of Sheerwater, chasing our first away win of the season.
KO 3pm. Sheerwater are having a much better season than last and sit in 7th place, having taken 10 points from the last
six games, in contrast to our four. Whilst we badly need a win, a repeat of our draw last season would be a welcome point
considering recent form.

We return to Chalky Lane the following Saturday v Badshot Lea, who we really should have beaten away earlier in the
season where we missed a penalty early on. Kick-off 3pm. We look forward to seeing you.

Epsom and Ewell FC Media

Epsom and Ewell bow out of FA Vase

14 November 2025

Eastbourne v Epsom and Ewell FC Saturday 8th November. The Salts succumbed to a wonder strike from Eastbourne
midfielder Brett Paton early in the second half to bow out of the FA Vase, 1-0 at The Oval ground in Eastbourne in front of
a crowd of around 200. Almost to rub “salts” into the wound, Paton said after the game he had not scored for 3 years,
which probably shows where the shot would normally end up.

Ben Grummitt started in goal for only his second start of the season, Obasanjo Akinniranye replaced Jason Vincent, who
was cup-tied, up front and Ali Fofahan came in for Emmanuel Limpo, who went to the bench. We came into the game in a
run of 7 games without a win, so we really needed a good performance to progress to the 3rd round. United have a good
recent record at home, although they are only mid-table in their division. Eastbourne had the best of the early exchanges
except in the 4th minute where Jason Bloor put Oba through on goal. He ran onto the pass with two defenders bearing
down on him. Unfortunately, his shot lacked power and the keeper was able to get down to his right to make a good save.

Apart from that there was little for the keepers to do. There were a lot of fouls and certainly the United players like to yell
during each tackle. Murphy-McVey was booked on 13 minutes for pulling back an Eastbourne midfielder and then a few
minutes later was subject to a poor challenge which seemed to deserve a yellow card at least, but the ref decided to keep
his cards in his pocket, to the angst of Salts co-manager Max Johnson. The referee decided to have a quick chat with Max
in order to calm him down. In between, on 15 minutes, Eastbourne had their first real chance with a good move down the
left, the ball was quickly moved across the goal before Rhyle Ovenden, Eastbourne’s captain, tried to curl a shot into the
top right corner but he put a little too much height on it and it sailed harmlessly over.

Eastbourne’s No.7 was causing trouble down our left but Harry Murphy was generally coping and in most cases blocking
any cross before any real danger. Jason Bloor and Luis Oliveira were also running the home defence and it led to a couple
of free kicks in dangerous areas but we failed to take advantage. There was a bit of trouble where we allowed a long ball
up front to bounce. Aiwone let it bounce over his head and tried to clear it. As he hit it the Eastbourne No.9 attempted to
head it and it was unclear from our position if he connected with Aiwone’s boot or the ball. He fell to the ground clutching
his head and it started the “normal kerfuffle” with United players screaming for a penalty and maybe a card, but the
referee stayed firm and didn’t even give a free kick, just a drop ball back to Grummitt.

After another series of moves around the Eastbourne box Luis was again brought down and this time the referee did bring
out the yellow card. McVey hit the wall with the initial shot but Fofahan caught the rebound on the half-volley and a
powerful shot was deflected wide. Fofahan then curled the corner onto the bar but it was cleared by the defence.
Eastbourne then went down our end and had a couple of corners. Naz then made a clearance off our own line on the 44th
minute.

We went into half time all square: Eastbourne United 0-0 Epsom & Ewell FC

Overall, the game was pretty equal with both sides moving the ball well but failing to trouble either keeper really.
Eastbourne had the first attack in the second half and the ball fell to Brett Paton who was on the Eastbourne left just
outside the box. He looked up and quickly hit a great shot that flew into the top left-hand corner, giving Grummitt no
chance in goal. Eastbourne United 1-0 Epsom & Ewell FC.

The Salts didn’t really deserve to go behind but it did take a “worldie” to put Eastbourne in front. We started to move the
ball around but got caught a couple of times too. On 52 minutes Luis lost the ball on the halfway line and, being the last
man on that side, enabled the Eastbourne attack to get to the byline where a good cross was put in but Grummitt
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managed to just get his hand on the ball and tip it away from a couple of players coming in at the back. On 58 minutes we
made a couple of changes with Conor McShane replacing Brendan and Ryley Merritt replacing Niall as we went in search
of the equaliser. On 64 minutes we were given a little lift when Tyano Wilson, who had been causing problems on their
right, had started a run through the centre of the pitch but the ball just started to get away from him. McShane took the
ball but Wilson lunged in two-footed in an attempt to keep the ball but only made contact with Conor and the referee had
little hesitation in showing a red card. Now, following our recent form facing 10 men, it could be said it was a blessing in
disguise but we are pleased to say we did really start to cause problems. We forced a few corners and McShane put in
some lovely balls. The keeper just managed to get one hand to push the ball away and the second corner found Oba whose
shot was deflected across the goal where Naz came in on the far side but his header crashed off the post for the second
time.

On 78 minutes Oba found himself in the box and, twisting and turning, found a little space as he went to shoot. He was
tackled and he went down. We appealed for a penalty of course and unfortunately, amidst cries of “diving” from the
opposition, the referee decided the contact was not enough for a penalty and waved our appeals away. After a couple
more half chances we made another couple of subs: Emmanuel Limpo came on for Kionte and Callum O’Keefe for Jason
Bloor. On 88 minutes Ethan Nelson-Roberts came on for Antonios Nazareth. The referee showed 6 minutes of injury time
which gave us a little hope of just getting an equaliser. On 90+2 Eastbourne nearly put the game out of reach when a slip
allowed their forward in and having sent Grummitt in goal one way, he placed the ball towards the other corner only to
see it slip by the post. We managed another couple of half chances but failed to trouble the keeper. Eastbourne then
moved the ball down their right and succeeded in keeping the ball in the corner wasting valuable minutes. We managed
one last foray into the Eastbourne half and won a corner. With Grummitt also getting into the box, it was our final chance
but the corner didn’t get past the first defender and was cleared which gave the referee the chance to blow his whistle.

So we bowed out of a cup again to Eastbourne United - Eastbourne United 1-0 Epsom & Ewell FC. After the game our
joint managers spoke about their delight in the overall performance and had actually forgotten about the fine goal that
separated the sides. Also United officials were kind in their assessment of the game, agreeing it was a good cup tie and
very little separated the two sides. Again we feel it is the lack of a striker that cost us. Oba and Ali battled well up front
but were beaten by a towering defence. When we played the ball on the ground we did cause trouble.

The end was marred by a few home supporters who decided to have a few unnecessary words with our players as they left
the field. It is a shame as you expect people to be gracious in victory as well as defeat. The situation was quickly nipped in
the bud by the Eastbourne security and officials. They apologised in the bar after and confirmed that the “supporters”
concerned would be dealt with.

It is a quick turnaround again for our next home game on Tuesday night v Eversley and California at Chalky Lane, KO
7.45. This is probably an early “must win” game to put a bit of space between us and the bottom few clubs.

Epsom and Ewell FC Media
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Banned fan cheers on Epsom and Ewell FC from
tree

A lifelong supporter of Epsom & Ewell Football Club has taken to watching matches from a nearby tree after receiving
what he describes as an “unwarranted” lifetime ban from the club’s ground.

Richard Lambert, 58, has followed the ninth-tier side for nearly 44 years. The ban was imposed in January following a
long-running series of disputes with the club’s committee.

Mr Lambert told the BBC he believes the suspension was triggered after he altered the name of his personal X (formerly
Twitter) account to appear as if it were the club’s official account. He has been a frequent critic of the club’s management
on social media and on his personal website, with some posts directed at individual committee members.

Since April, the BBC says it has approached Epsom & Ewell three times for details about the ban. The club has declined to
discuss the matter beyond stating: “We have had a number of issues with this supporter over the years. We do not want to

© 2021-2026. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd. Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY
3


https://epsomandewelltimes.com/author/epsom-and-ewell-fc-media
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/banned-fan-cheers-on-epsom-and-ewell-fc-from-tree
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/banned-fan-cheers-on-epsom-and-ewell-fc-from-tree

= EPSOM & EWELL TIMES

rFar the comemranity, by the community. A not-tar-proft serace

24th September 2026

ISSN 2753-2771

° L0

discuss this any further. The matter has been dealt with.”

A letter from the club to Mr Lambert, seen by the BBC, cites only a breach of a previous agreement over use of social
media. It referred to an “indefinite” ban, but the club has since told the BBC it is now for life. Mr Lambert says he has not
been officially informed of this change.

Mr Lambert, who first attended a match as a 15-year-old in 1981, has served as the club’s historian for two decades,
producing statistical archives and match reports. “All I want to do is see my team play,” he said, “but I also want to see
the culture at our club change towards valuing its supporters.”

Lifetime bans from football stadiums are rare and generally imposed only for serious offences or criminal acts, which is
not alleged in this case. Clubs, however, are entitled to refuse entry to anyone without giving a reason.

The Football Supporters’ Association told the BBC it had attempted to mediate between Mr Lambert and the club but
received no response from the club’s committee. “At non-league level, fans are the lifeblood of the game,” said the FSA’s
Garreth Cummins. “In a situation like this, we don’t see that either side is winning.”

Mr Lambert initially watched games from outside the perimeter fence but says that after the club stationed security to
move him on, he began climbing a tree for a better view. He ended last season 30ft up overlooking King George’s Field in
Surbiton. This season, the Salts have returned to Leg O’Mutton Field in Cobham, sharing with Cobham FC, and Mr
Lambert has found a lower tree with a full view of the pitch.

Founded in 1918 as Epsom Juniors, Epsom & Ewell’s greatest moment came in 1975 when they reached the inaugural FA
Vase final at Wembley, losing 2-1 to Hoddesdon Town. Last season they lifted the Southern Combination Challenge Cup,
defeating Abbey Rangers 1-0 in the final. The Salts averaged around 90 spectators at home league matches in 2024-25.

“If the ban stays in place for life,” Mr Lambert told the BBC, “then I'll be climbing this tree for the rest of my life - or at
least for as long as I'm physically able to.”

Richard Lambert sitting in a tree looking on to the pitch where Epsom & Ewell play, with his back to the camera and the
pitch in the background

Why Does No One Care About Epsom & Ewell
Football Club?

14 November 2025

By most measures, Epsom & Ewell Football Club should be one of the borough’s proudest institutions. Founded
in 1918, steeped in history, and once a beacon of non-league ambition, it’s a club that has worn its local colours with pride
for over a century. And yet, in 2024, it plays its home matches outside the borough, in front of modest crowds, with little
official support, and almost no recognition from those it nominally represents. How did it come to this?

From Wembley to Nowhere

The club’s golden era came in the mid-1970s. Under manager Bob Smith, Epsom & Ewell reached the FA Vase final at
Wembley in 1975, taking more than 10,000 fans to the twin towers. They lost narrowly to Hoddesdon Town, but the day
cemented their status in the non-league elite. Just two years later, they were crowned Athenian League champions,
playing stylish football and regularly attracting crowds of several hundred to West Street Ground in Ewell.

That ground, tucked between residential streets, was a symbol of grassroots football. A modest stand, small clubhouse,
and rickety fence ringed the pitch — but it was home. Children ran the lines as ball boys, pensioners leaned on the barrier
rails, and on Saturday afternoons, you could hear the cheers echo down Ewell High Street.

All that changed in 1993. Pressured by rising costs and development interest, the club sold the West Street Ground, and
with it, lost its physical and emotional anchor in the borough. The land was sold for housing. Since then, Epsom & Ewell
FC has led a nomadic existence, groundsharing with clubs like Banstead Athletic, Merstham, Leatherhead, Chipstead, and
currently Corinthian-Casuals in Tolworth — nearly six miles from the borough boundary.

A Club Without a Borough
It is now 31 years since Epsom & Ewell FC played a competitive fixture in Epsom or Ewell. An entire generation has
grown up without ever seeing their town represented in senior men’s football. Few children wear the club’s blue and gold;
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few adults even realise it still exists.
What happened? And more to the point — where was the borough council?

In the three decades since losing West Street, the club has repeatedly tried to secure land for a new stadium within the
borough. Sites have been proposed, explored, and rejected. Discussions about Long Grove, Court Recreation Ground, and
even sharing facilities with local colleges have all ended in failure. Most recently, informal talks about part of the Horton
area being earmarked for community sports development went nowhere.

Supporters point to the contrasting support other councils give their clubs. Sutton United, for instance, receives backing
from Sutton Council, which helped secure funding for facilities upgrades when the club was promoted to the Football
League. In Epsom, the silence has been deafening. There has been no public plan, no council-led consultation, no
transparent effort to bring the borough’s only senior football club back home.

Struggling for Survival

The club is currently playing in the Combined Counties League Division One — the 10th tier of English football. It exists
thanks to a dedicated band of volunteers, a threadbare budget, and the goodwill of its landlords. Crowds rarely exceed
60-70. With no clubhouse revenue, limited sponsorship, and minimal visibility, it’s little wonder the club’s financial
situation is precarious.

In 2019, the club formally became a Community Interest Company (CIC), a status intended to attract grants and funding
by aligning with social benefit goals. While that has helped underpin youth development and safeguarding policies, it
hasn’t solved the central issue: without a home, the club cannot grow.

Even now, Epsom & Ewell FC runs youth teams, junior girls’ sessions, and has engaged in local community coaching
schemes. But ask any parent at those sessions where the senior men’s team plays, and many will shrug.

The Missed Potential

What's so frustrating is how easily this could be different. Epsom is one of the largest towns in the South East without a
senior football club playing within its boundaries. The borough’s population is over 80,000, and youth football is thriving
— the likes of Epsom Eagles and Ewell Saxons run dozens of sides from U7s to U18s. Local talent is not in short supply.
But with no flagship club, no clear pathway, and no local stadium to rally around, that energy is scattered.

The irony is that other non-league clubs across Surrey have built strong community models with much less historical
pedigree. Why not Epsom?

Councillors have, over the years, said that land availability, planning complexity, and infrastructure costs make a return
difficult. That may be true — but where is the political will? Where is the long-term strategic thinking about using sport to
promote community health, pride, and youth engagement?

With millions spent on new housing, green infrastructure, and civic regeneration, a modest community stadium with a few
hundred seats, changing rooms, and floodlights should not be an insurmountable dream. Yet for 30 years, it has been
exactly that.

Do You Care?
This brings us to the title question: Why does no one care about Epsom & Ewell FC?

Maybe it’s because we’ve forgotten how important sport can be to a town’s identity. Maybe because the club’s quiet
survival hasn’t shouted loudly enough. Or maybe we just assumed someone else would fix it.

But the truth is, without meaningful public interest — and without council support — Epsom & Ewell FC will remain a
ghost club. It will still play fixtures in Tolworth or elsewhere, cheered on by a few die-hards who remember the old days,
while the borough it bears in its name carries on, unaware.

It doesn’t have to be this way.
A Special Correspondent

Image - an imagined modest stadium that could be Epsom and Ewell FC'’s.

Miller hat-trick saves Epsom and Ewell FC

14 November 2025
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Spelthorne Sports 1-4 Epsom and Ewell FC. Combined Counties League - Premier Division South. Saturday 29th March.

It’s like London buses; you wait eight matches for a win and then along come two at once! The same story could be
applied to our little winger Luke Miller, who had scored 36 goals for our club previously, but not a single one since
September, and yet his well taken second half hat trick was enough to break a fairly weak Spelthorne resistance as we
won at the Sports Club by four goals to one, confirming our mathematical escape from relegation this season.

Maybe unsurprisingly, we stuck with an unchanged starting eleven for our meeting with the club at the foot of the League
in the hope that momentum gained in Tuesday’s win over Corinthian-Casuals would continue. Going into this contest we
knew that a win would guarantee our survival at Step Five for 2025/26, but anything less would leave us looking over our
shoulders at the fast improving Balham team.

We got off to a fine start at the Spelthorne Sports Club; a venue we have never lost at in five previous visits, and were
ahead as early as the seventh minute after some early pressure led to the ball being passed around on the edge of the
Spelthorne Sports penalty area and out of nowhere, Brendan Murphy-McVey struck a shot across home keeper Aaron
Etukado with the outside of his left foot. It was a cultured and clinical finish and was also our new man'’s first goal for the
club, having been unfortunate when hitting the post four days previously.

The home side were forced into an early substitution due to injury and after Jason Bloor was brought down on the edge of
the area, Murphy-McVey'’s strike forced Etukado into a low save. Bloor sent a strike over the bar from distance and Toby
Young headed wide from a deep Miller free kick. It was interesting to see the Spelthorne number ten Glenn Yala stumble
in the penalty area and then receive a yellow card for simulation which looked harsh, before a card was issued in the
direction of our bench for something that was said. Just before half time Ethan Nelson-Roberts saw his shot take a heavy
deflection wide and from the corner Anthony Nazareth headed wide at the far post.

As the players went off at half time there was only really one team in it, but a substitution at the break worked instantly as
Oliver Jovanovic came on and with just 20 seconds having elapsed, he tried his luck with the breeze now in his favour and
it flew right into the top corner, leaving Sami Nabbad helpless.

A week or two ago this might have caused us to wobble, but the home side rarely challenged and we soon picked up
where we had left off in the first half. There was time to see Craig Dundas trying a cheeky throw in off the back of a
retreating opponent in an attempt to get the ball straight back, but he was pulled up for the foul throw! However, it didn’t
take much time before we restored our lead and it arguably came from an unlikely source. Miller had missed three good
opportunities against Casuals on Tuesday and hadn’t troubled the scorers for a few months, but this time he was far more
clinical and when he ran on to Ethan Brazier’s great pass over the top of a static defence, he ran in on goal before
cheekily flicking the ball, again with the outside of his foot like Murphy-McVey had, to send the ball beyond Etukado’s left
hand and into the far corner of the net in the 64th minute.

We then posed a tricky problem for the referee when substitute Kionte Gillfillian-Waul made good ground on the left
before colliding with the keeper. It wasn’t clear to see who was at fault here, but despite our appeals, the man in black
waved away the penalty appeals. Again though, it didn’t matter as we made the game safe in the 80th minute. This time
Gillfillian-Waul did well down the right flank and his pull back enabled Adam Green to strike a low shot at goal from just
outside the area. Etukado got down to make the save, but couldn’t hold on and Miller was there at the far post to firstly
win the ball off a defender before tucking it in from a narrow angle just a couple of yards out.

Etukado was badly injured in making the save and required treatment for a lower leg injury before being replaced in some
pain. This required the home side to throw in an outfield player and as they had used all their substitutes by then, they
were also down to ten men as a result. I thought the same was going to happen to our Captain Green in the 89th minute
after he needed treatment, as we had also used our subs by then, but he recovered to rejoin the action and Miller
wrapped things up in the third minute of injury time with a cheeky lob from an angle, only twelve yards out, that went in
off the far post to give him his third hat trick in Epsom colours, and his first one away from home after registering triples
against Mile Oak and Billingshurst, both at our temporary home ground of Fetcham Grove in 2021/22.

Spelthorne will now take a season or more out in Division One of the Combined Counties League, having fallen away quite
badly this season, while Corinthian-Casuals will surely dispense of their Manager at season’s end having just about
survived at this level, when they will have been hoping to bounce straight back. What I will say in our favour is that these
two wins were pivotal and you can only beat who is in front of you. We’ll get a better idea of whether we have really
turned the corner on Tuesday against in-form Balham, but either way, assessing the performance is not really important
right now; it was all about the points, and as it was at the end of last season we have made it count just when we needed
to. The same could also be applied to Miller, who now jumps five places on our Club Hall of Fame list to 42nd after not
moving for such a long time. I think he would agree, it was overdue!

Epsom & Ewell: Sami Nabbad, Ethan Brazier, Ethan Nelson-Roberts, Adam Green (c), Toby Young, Anthony Nazareth,
Luke Miller, Niall Stillwell, Craig Dundas, Brendan Murphy-McVey, Jason Bloor

Subs: Kionte Gillfillian-Waul for Stillwell (63), Ali Fofahan for Bloor (75), Jack Torbett for Murphy-McVey (83), Stefan
Aiwone for Nelson-Roberts (85), Nicolas Bostan for Brazier (85)

Report Source: www.eefconline.co.uk
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Epsom and Ewell FC beat landlords

14 November 2025

Corinthian-Casuals 1-2 Epsom and Ewell FC. Combined Counties League - Premier Division South. Tuesday 25th March
2025

It could be argued that our opponents were the ideal team to play as they had not won any of their last 15 League
matches dating back to November, but we of course went into this match on a nine match losing run of our own; our worst
run since the relegation season of 2003/04, (when we went down with just one point fewer than Corinthian-Casuals!) so
nothing was ever going to be straightforward in our battle to escape relegation, which was brought into sharp focus by
our 3-2 defeat to Balham on Saturday.

Although Dundas was technically in charge yesterday, he continued his role up front, so the bulk of the match decisions
were in the hands of Max Johnson and the rest of the Coaching team. It could therefore be argued that there was not a lot
of difference, but our performance in this match was more aggressive and attacking than we had been in recent matches.

We made a couple of personnel changes from Saturday’s match. Former Casual Sami Nabbad came in between the posts
against his old club while Ethan Brazier returned to the starting eleven, resulting in Niall Stillwell moving forward into a
midfield role in place of the absent Sean-Michael Anderson.

It was clear from the opening exchanges that this was going to be a more open encounter. Both sides fired early sighters
just wide of the goal and Nabbad had to come out smartly to head clear. Young gave away a foul out on the touchline but
the free kick was claimed by Nabbad as the “home” team shaded the early possession. As the half went on though, we
began to gain a foothold in the match. The 44 year old Dundas set a fine example by chasing down a lost cause and
retrieved the ball just before it went out of play, which led to a shot from Brendan Murphy-McVey that smacked against
Murillo Bernardes’ left hand post with a defender just preventing Jason Bloor from knocking the rebound into an empty
net.

Adam Green tried his luck from distance with Bernardes turning the ball around the post before Murphy-McVey saw his
shot flick up off a defender, requiring an acrobatic save from the keeper to claw the ball away. The best chance of the half
came for us in the 45th minute when good pressure from Dundas and Green allowed Luke Miller to have a clear shot at
goal from fifteen yards, but he dragged the shot horribly across goal when he should at least have hit the target. Still, as
the half time whistle blew, we appeared to be in the ascendency, despite the goalless scoreline.

Of course this counts for little as we found out three days previously if you don’t sustain things in the second half and in
the 48th minute we were behind after Ben Checklit drilled a low shot across Nabbad into the far corner from just inside
the penalty area to put us in a difficult situation. We were going to have to come from behind to win for the first time
since winning at Phoenix Sports in an August F.A. Cup tie.

It is sometimes easy as a supporter to focus on your own club’s shortcomings on the field of play without realising that
other clubs have their own issues too. For example, our nine match losing run had been underlined by our inability to hold
onto a lead against Balham. However, Casuals had concerns of their own, having failed to win for so long themselves and
from the point when they took the lead, they started to exhibit the same signs that we had been guilty of so recently. A
defensive error let Miller in on goal just four minutes after we had conceded, but with just Bernardes to beat, he lifted his
shot over the bar from just twelve yards.

Then in the 57th minute came the turning point in the match as a hopeful ball forward took a very solid bounce and
completely deceived Bernardes who could only get a faint glove on the ball, enabling Bloor to continue the run he made
and nod the ball into the empty net from eight yards! It was a massive lifeline and we had taken it to level the scores.

Seven minutes later it was Bloor again who received a ball on the left and as he cut in, he was brought down in the
penalty area by Marcus Dos Santos who then received a second yellow card for his foul. Ironically, their powerhouse
midfielder will now be suspended for their next fixture against.... Balham! Adam Green tucked away the penalty in the
65th minute and we had a lead. In fact, we had turned the match around in a ten minute spell, much the same as Balham
had done to us on Saturday, but could we hold on?

Against ten men it should have been fairly straightforward to manage the game, but it was never going to be quite that
simple as our opponents began to push forward in search of an equaliser. Our bench cleverly broke up any momentum
with some regular substitutions during this period with Ali Fofahan, Kionte Gillfillian-Waul, Stefan Aiwone, Callum Wilson
and Nicolas Bostan all joining the action over the next twenty minutes and it was interesting to see Wilson stationed up
front as we tried to relieve any pressure with a clearance in his direction, although we kept trying to push forward in this
match instead of sitting back and Miller sliced a shot wide in the 70th minute before his pull back from the touchline was
cleared just ahead of the incoming Green.

At the other end Toby Young made a great defensive block but we looked dangerous going forward and Fofahan saw his
shot turned around the post, before receiving a superb crossfield ball from Miller a couple of minutes later, which really
should have brought success, especially when he had done the hard work to cut inside the defender, but with just the
keeper to beat, he put the ball over the bar from ten yards.

Nabbad had to be alert to block a shot at the near post, but the final whistle blew soon after and celebrations commenced.
Although we are not mathematically safe yet, the relief was everywhere to see and the exuberance was justified on this
occasion. We now sit four points clear of Balham who have just two matches remaining and also now sit above Chipstead
with a better goal difference. We can guarantee safety with a win at bottom club Spelthorne Sports on Saturday, or with a
win for Corinthian-Casuals over Balham on Saturday and failing both of those outcomes we still have three more fixtures
to play. We're almost there now and for the first time in a while we have momentum; one of the most important things to
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possess in any sport. New Manager bounce? It definitely exists!

Epsom & Ewell: Sami Nabbad, Ethan Brazier, Ethan Nelson-Roberts, Adam Green (c), Toby Young, Anthony Nazareth,
Luke Miller, Niall Stillwell, Craig Dundas, Brendan Murphy-McVey, Jason Bloor

Subs: Ali Fofahan for Murphy-McVey (66), Kionte Gillfillian-Waul for Bloor (68), Stefan Aiwone for Dundas (78), Callum
Wilson for Nelson-Roberts (79), Nicolas Bostan for Brazier (87)

Epsom & Ewell FC mid-week loss

14 November 2025

Horley Town 2-0 Epsom and Ewell FC. Combined Counties League - Premier Division South. Tuesday 18th March.

We made some changes from our defeat at Tadley Calleva on Saturday as Kevin Kardel returned between the posts, with
Toby Young in front of him in place of Stefan Aiwone, while Kionte Gillfillian-Waul came back in on the left, enabling
Ethan Brazier to switch back to his natural right hand side and releasing Niall Stillwell to play further forward. Up front
there was another surprise as Craig Dundas took on the centre-forward role ahead of the late arriving Carl Oblitey and Ali
Fofahan came in ahead of Jason Bloor. However, for the second match in a row we went behind in the opening minutes.

It’s one thing conceding early, but quite another to let a goal in that is easily preventable and in the fourth minute the ball
was just pinged into the danger area from the left wing, where former Salt Will Kendall was waiting unmarked to guide a
header past the helpless Kardel from fairly close range.

We then had a chance of our own two minutes later when a ball through towards Dundas came back off the Horley keeper
George Hyde, rebounding kindly for our Player / Coach to get a shot in, but he hooked his left footed shot just over the bar
from eight yards out. We didn’t know it at the time, but our best chance had already gone.

Kardel had to punch away a dangerous delivery, but we were on the attack soon after where Luke Miller saw his shot
blocked only for Brendan Murphy-McVey to strike his shot wide from a good position, and whilst it took a slight deflection
on the way, the corner came to nothing.

The home side were creating more than us though and had a spell of corners, from which they extended their lead in the
31st minute after one wasn’t cleared and Ben Senior’s shot from ten yards ended up in the net via at least one deflection.
Clearly our boys were unhappy with this, although it wasn’t clear from where I was standing exactly what had gone on,
but it must have been important as Anthony Nazareth protested to the extent that he found himself in the sin-bin for his
comments.

We didn’t suffer too much during this enforced absence and Adam Green came quite close with a superb strike from
around twenty yards that dipped just over the Horley crossbar, but we could have no real complaints at the scoreline as
the teams went in at the break with the home side two goals up.

We had been playing for just a couple of minutes after the restart when we really should have gone three goals behind.
Another former Salt, Lewis Pearch, made tracks down the right and his delivery in found Kendall six yards out and
completely unmarked, from where he lashed his shot against the frame of our goal; rebounding down and away off our
crossbar. It was a lucky escape, but could we use this let off to get back into the match? Regrettably not, as we created
little by way of a threat from this point. Miller set up Green for another powerful strike that was just wide of the top
corner.

Oblitey came on as we went with an extra man up front and it took Horley a few minutes to come to terms with it, during
which we nearly got a goal back when a clever ball over the top from Brendon Murphy-McVey put Dundas through, only
to be denied by a well-timed challenge just as he was about to shoot. Oblitey sent a dribbler straight at Hyde before Sean-
Michael Anderson and Conrad Essilfie-Conduah were introduced, but the pattern of the match remained unchanged and
our final chance of the match came when Green’s cross was headed wide by our final substitute Bloor. Seven minutes of
injury time were played, but we were unable to reduce the deficit and the final whistle confirmed another loss for our
boys.

We can look at this result in two ways. We can look at the eight straight defeats and feel sorry for ourselves, or we could
take in the simple fact that despite the losses, a win on Saturday at home to Balham will guarantee our survival. A loss to
Balham would leave them just one point behind us and make for an extremely nervy end to the season, but we can consign
all that to the history books with a home victory. It’s not much to ask, but it would require a significant improvement from
our recent performances if we are to achieve that.

Epsom & Ewell: Kevin Kardel, Ethan Brazier, Kionte Gillfillian-Waul, Adam Green (c), Anthony Nazareth, Toby Young,
Luke Miller, Niall Stillwell, Craig Dundas, Brendan Murphy-McVey, Ali Fofahan

Subs: Carl Oblitey for Fofahan (58), Sean-Michael Anderson for Miller (71), Conrad Essilfie-Conduah for Stillwell (79),
Jason Bloor for Dundas (87)
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A comedy of errors - but it wasn’t funny as Epsom &
Ewell FC lose again

14 November 2025

TADLEY-CALLEVA
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Tadley Calleva 5-2 Epsom and Ewell FC. Combined Counties League - Premier Division South. Saturday 15th March.

“We are right in the s**t now” stated our Manager Warren Burton after Wednesday’s awful loss at Guildford City and if he
felt bad then, who knows what he is thinking now after this self-inflicted implosion at Tadley Calleva who defeated us 5-2
without really playing that well. In fact, this was a dreadful advert for the Combined Counties League with six of the seven
goals scored as a direct result of bad defensive errors, whilst the referee also got into the act with the worst display I've
seen in over a hundred matches watching Epsom and non-Epsom matches this season.

On a bitingly cold day in front of a pitiful crowd, Burton handed Brendon McVey his debut after joining from South Park,
but before he had a chance to get involved we were already up against it in a big way after Stefan Aiwone miscontrolled
the ball and Alex Miller got through, only to be brought down for a penalty. Worse was to follow as the referee then
decided our man should also receive a red card! Now, I'm aware that the rules state that this can still happen, but thought
that it needed to be in cases where the defender made no effort to play the ball, which Aiwone clearly tried to do. Either
way, Kieran Rodgers stepped up and sent Sami Nabbad the wrong way from the spot in just the fifth minute. It’s possible
this may have been our earliest ever sending off in a match and in my opinion it was the wrong decision.

This was a nightmare start but we were nearly level just three minutes later when McVey tried his luck from thirty yards,
only to see the ball cannon off the face of the Tadley crossbar. It would have been a great way to mark a debut! Then Luke
Miller drilled the ball low into the net, only for a foul to be awarded against Jason Bloor in the build up.

From that point though, we began to struggle as the home side began to make the extra man count. Nabbad made a great
save when the Tadley player got through on goal and then a few minutes later in similar circumstances the shot was fired
wide. Unfortunately Nabbad then came out for an ambitious long ball, but misjudged the bounce and caught it just outside
the penalty area. The moment I saw the Assistant’s flag go up, I knew we were in trouble, yet for some reason the referee
awarded only a yellow card. Any thoughts of having had a lucky escape were crushed moments later when the free kick
was saved but not held by Nabbad and Ash Neal knocked the loose ball in from close range to make it 2-0 in the 35th
minute.

Despite the deficit, we were still competitive. Then the home side started to make errors themselves, firstly when a pass
was sent back to the home keeper Donny Burke whose touch let him down and allowed Carl Oblitey to take the ball round
him, but his own touch wasn’t the greatest and allowed Burke to recover and reclaim the ball. We went in at the break 2-0
down and a man down, but also fortunate to not be down to nine men.

The second half had been in play for just three minutes when the referee; clearly struggling with the contest and
appearing to be out of his depth, stopped the game for an injury and restarted it with a contested drop ball, yet this rule
was removed in 2019 according to Law 8!

We tried to reduce the deficit and with the wind in our favour McVey tried a lob from 40 yards, but Burke was able to
catch it comfortably. Unfortunately, in the 56th minute the contest was as good as over with the only goal of the entire
match that could truly be credited to the attacking side, as Rodgers scored his second and Tadley’s third with a good run
and cut back before almost stroking the ball beyond Nabbad into the far corner from 18 yards.

Yet within three minutes of their third goal, the home side started to be generous too. A hopeful ball towards the penalty
area wasn’t dealt with at all, and Oblitey ran through on goal, guiding the ball just inside Burke’s left hand post to reduce
the deficit. We then had another chance as the Tadley defence was opened up with substitute Sean-Michael Anderson
setting up Adam Green for a shot, but it was a difficult angle and his shot was kept out by the well-positioned Burke. The
match continued to be end to end though and in the 64th minute the home side restored their three goal lead with a slide
rule pass through to Rodgers as our defence parted which left Rodgers a simple finish from fairly close range to complete
his hat trick.

However, we were soon back on the attack and Green saw his shot brilliantly tipped over the bar by Burke, although
Burke was fortunate when his next clearance hit Anderson and could have gone anywhere, but went across goal with our
man requiring treatment for a ball to the face for his troubles. Burke would not be so fortunate in the 74th minute though,
when he went to claim a simple catch, only to completely fumble it and leave another of our substitutes Ali Fofahan with
an empty net to fire into from ten yards out and reduce the score to 4-2.

Despite being two goals behind, there were enough errors being made to give us some small hope of turning things
around, but that was extinguished in the 81st minute after another bizarre decision. Oblitey clearly thought he had been
fouled and said something, earning him a visit to the sin bin. However, Oblitey clearly was injured and as he walked
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slowly towards the touch line, he went down again, only to be shown a second yellow card! I'm still not entirely sure what
rule he broke here and many of our people were confused with the situation also. Either way though, we were down to
nine men for the eleventh time in our history and any chance of recovery was gone.

There was still time for some more poor defending in the 88th minute when Nabbad kicked his clearance straight at
Oliver Rowan who then put it straight back past him for a fifth Tadley goal. To be fair to Nabbad he then made two good
saves in the closing minutes as we fell apart and these could be really important now, as goal difference may yet come
into it, although we did ourselves no favours in this match. We could blame the referee for some of this, but he also let us
off big time with Nabbad’s handball, which was almost identical to the offence that led to a red card for the Guildford
keeper on Wednesday.

So where does this leave us? Strangely enough, things have become a lot clearer after this week’s results as Balham also
lost. Quite simply this now means that a home win against them next Saturday will relegate them and require something
miraculous from Spelthorne Sports to overhaul us, even if we were to accumulate no further points at all. However, a loss
next week against Balham will leave us in a precarious position and it’s clear that we are going to need at least three
more points from our remaining seven matches, starting at Horley Town on Tuesday. We are not the only team looking
over our shoulders though, as Chipstead, Sandhurst Town and Camberley Town are not safe either and all have played
more matches than us. However, we can only focus at our own situation.

Epsom & Ewell: Sami Nabbad, Niall Stillwell, Ethan Brazier, Adam Green (c), Stefan Aiwone, Anthony Nazareth, Luke
Miller, Craig Dundas, Carl Oblitey, Brendon McVey, Jason Bloor

Subs: Sean-Michael Anderson for Bloor (59), Ali Fofahan for McVey (68), Conrad Essilfie-Conduah for Dundas (70), Kionte
Gillfillian-Waul for Brazier (75),

Report Source: www.eefconline.co.uk

Salts beaten by ten men

14 November 2025

Guildford City 1-0 Epsom and Ewell FC. Combined Counties League - Premier Division South. Wednesday 12th March.

We made the short journey to the Spectrum Football Ground on Wednesday to play out a 1-0 loss against Guildford who,
despite having a player sent off just before half time, proved to be the better team over the 90 minutes.

The game started slowly with neither side really taking control in the opening 20 minutes, although Guildford registered
their first shots which both went wide. The first shot on target for either team came in the 33rd minute when we lost the
ball on the right flank in our own half, and after a poor clearance the ball came back in and was headed weakly to Sami
Nabbad in goal for a simple catch.

This brought a small patch of intensity to the game for the next five minutes as Guildford had a shot from the edge of the
box which ricocheted off the outside of our near post. It was now our turn to attack, which we did with good passing on
the left wing between Luke Miller and Kionte Gillfillian-Waul who crossed for Jason Bloor to miss narrowly to the
Guildford keeper Jacob Terry’s right.

Almost on the stroke of half-time, a ball forward was claimed outside of the box by Terry under pressure from Bloor. This
was deemed to be worthy of a red card by the ref after a brief discussion with his assistant which meant that Guildford
would have to play the second half with ten men and that Alex Stingelin would replace Terry in goal as well.

Although Guildford had shaded the first half, having more possession and shots, I felt that we had the better chance in the
second half with the man advantage. Our first impact in the second half was through a free kick that we were awarded
after Bloor was fouled about 25 yards out. Miller took the free kick and it was saved low to Stingelin’s right.

Their goal came in the 62nd minute when Darrell Jon-Peter spotted Nabbad off his line and lobbed the ball over him from
40 yards. This was one of their first decent chances of the half and also one of their last as we created more chances with
the extra player. We made our first substitution at that time with Sean-Michael Anderson coming on for Niall Stillwell who
had been given 60 minutes as a right winger.

We had another good chance on the 70-minute mark when Adam Green played a deep ball into the box which led to a shot
that was deflected onto the bar and over. In the next 10 minutes we had good chances that weren’t taken as we had two
shots and two corners that didn’t test Stingelin in goal

We made two more subs with Anthony Nazareth and Conrad Essilfie-Conduah replacing Stefan Aiwone and Craig Dundas
respectively. We then needed to make a fourth substitution as a result of a high tackle on Nicholas Bostan who made way
for Toby Young to make his first appearance in months after injury. The challenge earnt itself a yellow card for Jon-Peter
although a fan who was much closer than me said that he should have seen red for it.
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From this point on we recorded several chances throughout the resultant ten additional minutes, with some shots on
target and a couple that missed by a fair distance. We finished the stronger side but it wasn’t enough to score against a
defensively strong Guildford side who definitely earnt their clean sheet from this game.

So where does this leave us? We are still in 18th place after our loss, four points clear of Balham with four games in hand.
As we have played the joint lowest number of games in the league this season, we could still mathematically finish
anywhere between 6th and 20th but with our last six games all being lost we are in bad form which must change.

Epsom & Ewell: Sami Nabbad, Ethan Brazier, Kionte Gillfillian-Waul, Adam Green (c), Stefan Aiwone, Nicolas Bostan,
Niall Stillwell, Craig Dundas, Carl Oblitey, Jason Bloor, Luke Miller

Subs: Sean-Michael Anderson for Stillwell (63), Anthony Nazareth for Aiwone (78), Conrad Essilfie-Conduah for Dundas
(81), Toby Young for Bostan (89)

Report Source: www.eefconline.co.uk
Reporter: Nathan Lambert

Cobham 10 beat Epsom and Ewell 11

14 November 2025

COBHAM F.C,

Epsom and Ewell FC 1-3 Cobham. Combined Counties League - Premier Division South. Tuesday 4th March.

Back in November, a Will Kendall free kick enabled us to secure a 2-1 victory against Cobham at the Madgwick, but any
thoughts of repeating that win were dashed in the opening fifteen minutes as a much improved opposition got off to a
flying start and then kept us at arm’s length for the majority of the match, despite having ten men for a large part of the
contest; eventually winning by three goals to one at the KGF and providing us with our fifth straight defeat into the
bargain.

We made three changes from Saturday’s defeat at Knaphill. Sami Nabbad came in for Kevin Kardel in goal and it was also
good to hear the news that Dan O’Donovan has recovered from a broken finger and is now training again. In other
changes Conrad Essilfie-Conduah came in for Craig Dundas who was on the bench, and Ethan Nelson-Roberts was back in
for the absent Ali Fofahan.

For the second week in a row we kicked off six minutes late in front of a crowd of 59 which was inflated to 70 once again.
If you exclude last week’s match against Balham, recent official attendances have been 60, 65 and 70 along with this one,
also advised at 70, which does give the impression that our club are just guessing currently. However, we made a bright
start with a delivery into the Cobham area being half cleared to Niall Stillwell who chested and then volleyed the ball at
goal, only for it to be blocked and cleared. Stillwell was also involved in the next incident when he tugged a Cobham
player back as he threatened to break away. It was early in the match, but it was the right decision.

The visitors opened the scoring in the sixth minute with a goal of real simplicity, as a pass to Patrick Murray in the right
hand channel left him free to run close to thirty yards unchallenged before firing powerfully past Nabbad from twelve
yards. It was a horrible way to start. Whilst it’'s above my pay grade to suggest whether the goal came about because of a
missed assignment or the three man defensive formation, this is one of those goals that needs to be analysed, as it was a
bit Sunday League.

Things got worse in the 13th minute with a decent Cobham move, added to a huge stroke of fortune, enabled them to
double their lead. A move down the right was followed by a deep far post cross to Derick Hayford, who set the ball up for
a team mate to strike. Had the ball gone in at that stage, it would have quite rightly been lauded as a fine goal. However,
the strike was then scuffed badly, but fortuitously straight back to Hayford who then drilled the ball in from a narrow
angle!

Across the park it was easy to see why Cobham are now firmly involved in the playoffs. They were bigger and stronger
than us and clearly had a little more to play for. Our boys were trying, but our best chance, coming on the half hour,
summed up our plight as Luke Miller sent a ball into Carl Oblitey, only for our striker to overhit a simple pass to the
unmarked Adam Green, who had bust a gut to get into that position in the first place. Oblitey then sent a header from a
corner just over the bar as we briefly threatened to pull a goal back.

Then in the 38th minute we received some inadvertent assistance in our chase as Ryan Marklew was sent off for his
second yellow card. It certainly looked like a foul on Jason Bloor that was deserving of a caution, but there was just one
problem; you could see clearly from the visitors reaction that it was the wrong man who was getting the card! It is ironic
that a team can lose a man for over 50 minutes of a match with no recourse, yet we lost Luke Miller for less than ten
minutes last week against Balham and managed to get a match replayed, but Cobham had no such opportunity and still
hadn’t calmed down by the time that Reis Stanislaus was pulled up for a handball two minutes later and his reaction
earned him ten minutes in the sin-bin, leaving the visitors down to nine men.
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Unfortunately, in the period without Stanislaus which was spread fairly evenly across either side of the half time break,
we managed the sum total of zero shots on target and the only real alarm during that time came was for us when Stillwell
appeared to foul a Cobham player in the corner. It sounded like a foul, although I'm assured by people nearer to me that
no contact was made. Either way, and once the impassioned Cobham pleas for a second yellow card had fallen on deaf
ears and died down, Warren brought Ethan Brazier on in his place, probably earlier than was originally planned.

Cobham were back up to ten men in the 53rd minute and moments later we had a shout for a penalty when Bloor rounded
his man before being brought down, but I had a really good view of this and it looked like a solid challenge, with the
referee agreeing with that view and awarding the corner instead, which came to nothing.

Little else happened of note as our eleven men matched up well against their ten men, without a great deal of goalmouth
action for either side, but insult was then added to injury in the 67th minute when the ten men scored a third goal. A
raking pass down the right wing required Nabbad to come out and clear; palming the ball away with his hand just ahead
of their winger, but his intervention didn’t get the ball out of play and the winger simply retrieved it and sent it over,
where Hayford reacted first to head the ball into the vacant net from close range.

With the contest over we threw three substitutes on with Nicolas Bostan making his first appearance for a few weeks. This
gave us some life and Miller saw his strike deflected wide by the head of a defender. From the half cleared corner, Miller
received the ball again and his low shot was saved, but not held by Cobham’s keeper Conrad Knight and Oblitey was first
to reach the loose ball to tap it across the line from about a yard to pull a goal back in the 73rd minute.

For a few minutes maybe we had a chance, but Miller’s cross was just above Oblitey and as Cobham weathered the brief
spell of pressure Anthony Nazareth picked up what looked like a fairly harsh yellow card for a foul, although he probably
didn’t help his case by then kicking the ball away! Either way, we were done by this point and a late Oblitey header from a
Miller corner was sent just wide of the far post in the final minute of normal time with the final whistle following not long
afterwards.

It’s hard to assess our performances recently as I look back at this five match skid. There have been some good patches in
there; most notably the first halves against AFC Whyteleafe and Knaphill, but we were dreadful against Balham and
Wallingford & Crowmarsh and barely laid a glove on Cobham, although this one isn’t just on us, as I thought Cobham
were very good and may well surprise someone in the playoffs. They may not have been expected to be in the top five
when the season started, but other teams should take note; they are there on merit. We now have a Saturday off before
making the short journey to Guildford City on Wednesday evening for what should, on paper, be a perfectly winnable
match. However, we went into the first match this season against them in a similar mood, following our F.A. Cup win over
Step Four Phoenix Sports and the 0-5 home defeat that followed was a chastening experience. Maybe it will be our turn
for revenge there.

Epsom & Ewell: Sami Nabbad, Niall Stillwell, Anthony Nazareth, Adam Green (c), Callum Wilson, Stefan Aiwone, Luke
Miller, Conrad Essilfie-Conduah, Carl Oblitey, Jason Bloor, Ethan Nelson-Roberts

Subs: Ethan Brazier for Stillwell (48), Craig Dundas for Essilfie-Conduah (71), Sean-Michael Anderson for Nelson-Roberts
(71), Nicolas Bostan for Wilson (71), Jack Torbett for Nazareth (86)

Report Source: www.eefconline.co.uk

Epsom & Ewell FC caught knapping at the end
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Knaphill 2-1 Epsom and Ewell FC. Combined Counties League - Premier Division South. Saturday 1st March.

At half time at Knaphill’s Redding Way ground, we led 1-0 after one of our better halves of football in recent weeks, but a
combination of us losing our way and an improved performance from the home team ensured that we would end up
defeated by two goals to one, which was, I felt, a very harsh result for our boys.

Visits to Redding Way have not been successful in recent years, with our boys conceding six times in each of our last two
matches there. Throw in the lack of a programme for the second successive season (time for a League fine, surely) and
the fact that it is frequently cold and damp when we visit, and I'll be honest I wasn’t particularly looking forward to this
match, yet on arrival, we found a picturesque ground bathed in spring sunshine and everything looked much better! The
sun had brough people out and there seemed to be a fairly large number of spectators present; far more than the official
figure of just 83.

From a playing perspective, clearly something needed to change after our dreadful midweek showing against Balham and
some changes were made. Anthony Nazareth and Callum Wilson returned at the back and we went with three players
there and the unusual sight of Luke Miller playing at left wing back with the right wing back role being entrusted to Niall
Stillwell.

Whether it was down to the formation or just an attempt to restore some pride after our home loss to one of the relegation
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favourites is hard to know, but we came out of the blocks in much better shape and actually started to pass the ball
around quite a lot. We were looking like a team, rather than the group of individuals that had taken the field against
Balham and we made the first chance when following some good pressure Craig Dundas received the ball, but he was a
little wide and couldn’t wrap his leg around the ball enough to get the shot on target.

Admittedly, we did nearly go behind a minute later when a superb right wing cross took out Kevin Kardel and was met by
a thumping far post header which sent the ball against the underside of our crossbar and the follow up strike was then
well blocked. This was an isolated attack though and we were soon back on the attack when a great crossfield pass from
Miller found Stillwell running into the penalty area and he lashed a shot that was heading just inside the post and Sam
Gray in the Knaphill goal had to be alert to keep out. From the subsequent corner Stillwell rose again at the back post but
couldn’t keep the header down. It may have gone out of play off a defender, but the goal kick was given.

Stillwell was the best player on the park in this first half and it was his left footed cross in the 15th minute that led to our
opener, as the delivery was perfect for Carl Oblitey to head at goal. It would have gone in but was almost immediately
blocked by the hand of James Glover. After he received a yellow card we then had a lengthy delay after the Knaphill
Captain Dale Burnham suddenly required treatment in the penalty area; a cynical move that the referee fell for. However,
our own Captain Adam Green kept calm and thumped the penalty out of Gray’s reach in the 18th minute.

Although we never again had the dominance of those opening stages, we remained on top for the remainder of the
opening period and Ali Fofahan broke through on goal but Gray tipped his early shot wide. He then had an even better
opportunity after Oblitey put him through once again just before the half, but instead of smashing his shot at goal from
about six yards, he chose to cut back onto his stronger left foot, by which time a defender was able to get back and block
his shot. As we went in at the half, we held a deserved lead and nobody could have argued had that lead been greater.

There was only one concern in that opening forty-five which was when Jason Bloor went down with an ankle injury a few
minutes before the interval, but he recovered after treatment and was back on the field for the second half, only to break
down again within a couple of minutes. Ethan Nelson-Roberts came on in his place, but we missed Bloor’s all round game
and were never quite as strong in this match again. It is worth pointing out at this stage that the last match Bloor started
was the last one we won, against Abbey Rangers, and right now we are not quite the same side without him.

Having said that, we nearly extended our lead in the 51st minute after Oblitey set up Fofahan once again on the right
wing and although the delivery was just too far ahead of Oblitey, the ball struck Glover and bounced inches wide of his
own goal, almost in slow motion. Despite our superiority, within seven minutes of this chance the hosts drew level. Matt
Copland unleashed a powerful long range strike that was heading for the top corner until Kardel pulled off a fantastic
save. Unfortunately from the corner Burnham was able to volley the ball in from close range.

From this point the match began to get a bit niggly. The Knappers had clearly been given a talking to at the break and
were fighting for everything. Our boys seem quite happy in those situations and battled back, leading to a flurry of
stoppages. Wilson picked up a yellow card for a fairly agricultural challenge too, and whilst a Miller shot curled just
beyond the far post and Oblitey sent a header from a hanging Nelson-Roberts cross towards Gray, it was the hosts who
were next to score in the 75th minute after their new signing Sid Cannon ran through our defence and planted a shot
beyond Kardel from around 15 yards to register his second goal in his second match for them. It would prove to be the
winning goal as the game degenerated further. A foul on Nazareth earned a card and this was followed by another for
Jack Watts after he clattered into Kardel, leading to the obligatory scuffle between a number of players and things also
threatened to kick off between the benches too.

In the 92nd minute we then had an incident of rank stupidity from the Knaphill sub Ben Mitchell. Despite having been on
the field only for a short period of time, he then also smashed clumsily into our young keeper, despite already having
picked up a yellow for a foul on Nazareth, leading to the clearest “second yellow” you may ever see at this level. However,
there was little time to take advantage of the extra man and after seven minutes of injury time the final whistle blew to
confirm that the points were staying at Redding Way for the third straight time.

It’s hard to know exactly how we didn’t come away with at least a point from this match. We were the more superior side
in the first half and although we seemed to run out of steam in the second half, maybe we struggled with Knaphill’s
second half intensity a little, so credit must also go to our opponents for their fightback. Certainly the loss of Bloor didn’t
help us either. At this stage of the season and with little to play for, Warren will probably be trying to find out which
players he wants to retain for next season and which formation works best. Although Stillwell produced an excellent hour
on the right in his advanced wing back role, I'm not sure that we learned much else from this defeat, even if it was an
undeserved one.

Epsom & Ewell: Kevin Kardel, Anthony Nazareth, Luke Miller, Adam Green (c), Callum Wilson, Stefan Aiwone, Niall
Stillwell, Craig Dundas, Carl Oblitey, Ali Fofahan, Ethan Nelson-Roberts

Subs: Ethan Nelson-Roberts for Bloor (48), George Owusu for Fofahan (67), Ethan Brazier for Stillwell (71), Conrad
Essilfie-Conduah for Dundas (83), Campbell Scott for Wilson (84)

Report Source: www.eefconline.co.uk
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