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Shaky start to season for Epsom and Ewell

21 August 2024

Sandhurst Town 4-1 Epsom and Ewell. Combined Counties League - Premier Division South. Tuesday 20th August 2024.

We crashed to a 4-1 defeat in our latest League match at Sandhurst Town on Tuesday evening at Bottom Meadow in front
of 86 spectators on a chillier than anticipated August evening.

Let’s get one thing straight here though. We did not deserve to lose this match, particularly by such a heavy margin. In
fact, some of our passing was the best I've seen all season. However, we didn’t help ourselves either by failing to take
chances and then by collecting a couple of sin-bins that really hurt us, just when we looked like we were about to take
control of this contest.

We made four changes following our F.A. Cup loss to Hayes and Yeading United (who now travel to Margate in the next
round by the way). Faebian Witter was absent and replaced by Dan O’Donovan, while Ethan Brazier replaced the
suspended Toby Young. Further forward, Kenny Antony and Axel Kodjo dropped to the bench, with their places taken by
Adam Green following his suspension and debutant Ali Fofahan, who started out on the left wing.

We made a bright start and Ethan Nelson-Roberts, making his fiftieth appearance for the Salts, was just over the bar with
an early strike, before a Green corner led to a shot from Fabian Nunes that was dragged wide from the edge of the area.
We had a scare at the other end after the Sandhurst right winger got past Nelson-Roberts and O’Donovan too, but could
only find the side netting with his shot. They then attacked down the left and Shane Qoloni got past Ethan Brazier, only to
then go down after a collision, with the referee deciding to award a penalty. We've seen them given before, and no doubt
will do again, but it was definitely in the soft category. Regrettably, Elliott Miles then dispatched the penalty in the 24th
minute, although O’Donovan did manage to get something on the shot on its way in.

This was harsh. We had been doing most of the work to this point and we nearly equalised on the half hour when a
Nelson-Roberts cross caused panic in the Sandhurst penalty area and Luke Miller and then Fofahan saw their shots
blocked by defenders in quick succession. Our next corner was met at the far post by Callum Wilson, but his header back
towards goal took a touch off a defender and fell kindly for the keeper to fall onto.

By this time Fabian Nunes had been replaced after suffering a groin injury, but his replacement Felipe de Lima had only
been on for about a quarter of an hour when his ill-advised back pass was intercepted by Tshin Kumuaro who ran in and
beat O’Donovan with a clinical strike in the 39th minute. Nelson-Roberts then had to be alert to block a shot for a corner
as did Stefan Aiwone on the other side of the goal as Sandhurst threatened a third goal before the half which fortunately
did not come.

At half time it was hard to comprehend how we could be behind, although to this point we hadn’t forced the keeper into a
save, so we could hardly complain just because the other side had taken their chances. Fortunately, we got a goal back
quickly and it was Craig Dundas who got on the end of a Green free kick to knock the ball in from eight yards for his first
goal for our club, just six minutes into the second period. Both myself and a supporter next to me were certain that it had
been knocked in by Dundas’s hand, but no one complained and the referee seemed happy too, so we were back at 2-1 with
a long time left to play.

And play we did. We took the game to Sandhurst for a while with wave after wave of attacks. Corner after corner followed
as we pushed for an equaliser and it seemed like a matter of time before we would be level. Dundas set up Kendall with a
great tackle, but our striker shot straight at the home keeper from just inside the penalty area, while moments later De
Lima missed a good opportunity to head at goal from another Green free kick, but in the 65th minute Wilson said
something to the referee and was promptly sin-binned in the 65th minute. In that moment all of our momentum was lost.

The pattern of the match changed and we stopped creating opportunities, while the home side tried to take advantage of
the extra man and a cross was well cut out by O’'Donovan before Nelson-Roberts was adjudged to have brought his man
down in the corner of the penalty area. It was a long way away from us, so it was hard to see whether this one was equally
soft. Strangely, even with their first penalty taker still on the field, their number 16 chose to take this one in the 77th
minute and O’Donovan produced a good low save to his right to keep the ball out, and although the loose ball was turned
in by another player, he was deemed to have encroached and the free kick went our way. Wilson returned to the field of
play and maybe we could start to press again.

Not this time though. We let the ball go out of play carelessly and from a throw in, allowed to be taken further up the field
than it should have been, the home side broke away and Maurice Black smashed the ball past O’Donovan just two minutes
after the penalty to make it 3-1. Things got worse a few minutes later when Nelson-Roberts was sin-binned too and as the
wheels came off the ten man cart, O’'Donovan was alert to make a good save from a one on one situation as we parted at
the back. Debutant substitute Joel Onu had a smart shot on the turn in the 90th minute that was well saved, but from the
keeper’s clearance they broke straight through and whilst O’Donovan again did well to keep the first shot out, he could do
nothing about the loose ball which was fired in from close range to leave the final score looking extremely harsh.

As it turned out, Spelthorne’s 5-0 loss at Cobham ensured that we actually climbed a place in the League table after this
defeat, but this was a harsh loss to take. We played really well at times, and yes, a couple of rather odd refereeing
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decisions didn’t help us, but there were still self-inflicted incidents that let us down and we really need to learn that being
reduced to ten men for a throwaway comment is such a severe penalty that it must be avoided at all costs. I am absolutely
certain that we would have scored an equaliser in this match had we kept eleven men on the field midway through the
second half and may well have gone on to win from there, but the harsh reality is three matches, three defeats, two red
cards and two sin-bins. We need to keep working harder, but also work smarter too, if we are to avoid another serious
relegation battle.

Epsom & Ewell: Dan O’Donovan, Ethan Brazier, Ethan Nelson-Roberts, Stefan Aiwone, Callum Wilson, Craig Dundas,
Luke Miller, Adam Green (c), Will Kendall, Fabio Nunes, Ali Fofahan

Subs: Felipe de Lima for Nunes (25), Joel Onu for Brazier (78)

Report Source: www.eefconline.co.uk

Out of the Cup

21 August 2024
Epsom and Ewell 1-3 Hayes & Yeading United. Emirates F.A. Cup Preliminary Round. Saturday 17th August 2024.

We were defeated in our latest F.A. Cup match by Step Four Hayes & Yeading United FC at the KGF on Saturday, but I
couldn’t help wondering how different this match might have been, had we not had such an awful start to the contest.

In terms of personnel, Craig Dundas returned from honeymoon while Adam Green was suspended after his Guildford
indiscretion, so Callum Wilson took on the Captain’s armband for the first time in twelve months. Up front Kenny Antony
came in for Carl Oblitey who was on the bench. On a hot day, a decent cup tie crowd of 160 were present to watch the
action as we kicked off towards the Chessington end of the ground with a switch to four at the back for this match, maybe
respecting the level of our opponents, or maybe just due to player availability, as yet again we failed to name a full bench.

The visitors started off with an early sighter from the edge of the penalty area that was just wide of Faebian Witter’s left
hand post, but the next chance fell to us in the sixth minute, and it was a really good one. Will Kendall robbed a defender
and Fabio Nunes sent the loose ball into the stride of Antony. Arguably he had too long to think about it though and sliced
his shot high and wide from just twelve yards.

When playing a team from a higher league, it is not rocket science to suggest that we must take the chances we get, as we
may not get many. This was clearly highlighted within seven minutes by which time we had conceded twice! The first goal
in the tenth minute was a real morale sapper as a harmless ball in from the right wing should have been gathered by
Witter, yet despite being under no pressure, somehow the ball rebounded off him and worse still, it went behind him and
into the net! The visitors credited the goal to their man Adrian Clifton, so we’ll leave it at that. Three minutes later there
was no disputing Clifton’s second goal as he took a nice touch and followed it with a clinical volley from twelve yards that
gave our keeper no chance.

It would be easy to think that this was game over, just thirteen minutes into the match. Indeed, after missing a chance and
then conceding in such bizarre circumstances, morale could drop here, but to our credit we continued to work hard.
However, maybe unexpectedly, we then had two more great opportunities within a matter of minutes, firstly when the
visiting keeper Juliusz Pazio kicked the ball straight out to Luke Miller, just twenty yards out, who inexplicably couldn’t
control the ball and ended up knocking it straight back to the keeper!

A pair of cards, one for each team, followed midway through the half as both teams battled for the middle ground before
Antony sent a good cross over, but with no one there to finish it off. As we approached the 40 minute mark Miller put over
a great cross to the far post, but Antony’s volley, with his admittedly weaker foot, flew into the side netting from twelve
yards out. Witter was being kept busy too and he had to come out of his area to chest the ball clear, but the final Epsom
chance came in injury time when Antony did well to rob his man and square the ball to Kendall, who got there first, but a
defender was there just afterwards and his contact slowed the ball down on its way, allowing Pazio to clutch the ball,
almost in slow motion, just a couple of inches from the line. We had created four great chances, yet were 2-0 down at the
interval!

The second half was a little quieter in terms of real chances and our only real opportunity in the opening twenty minutes
came on the hour when Miller did well on the right but the pull back to Nunes was met by a slice that a golfer would have
been unhappy with, as the ball skewed across goal and out for a throw!

The visitors then extended their lead in the 63rd minute with a corner that was met by a strike from Adam Martin, only for
Hani Bircheche to get a close range touch to the shot, giving Witter no chance. This was a little harsh on our boys and we
deservedly reduced the deficit in the 74th minute when Nunes played a one-two with our newly introduced substitute
Fabian de Lima and finished off the return pass into the left hand bottom corner from twelve yards. It was such a simple
goal, but the first one in competitive action at the KGF in nearly four matches. De Lima looks quite a lively player and he
had a great twenty minute cameo on his debut.

Witter made a smart near post save as time ticked down and ultimately we were unable to threaten the visitors further in
this match. However, you couldn’t help but wonder whether this match might have ended with a different winner if we
hadn’t started so badly. Ultimately, we never got the chance to see what our opponents would have done under a bit of
pressure, but make no mistake, we will have to start taking our chances, starting on Tuesday at Sandhurst Town, who also
lost in the F.A. Cup this Saturday.

Epsom & Ewell: Faebian Witter, Toby Young, Ethan Nelson-Roberts, Stefan Aiwone, Callum Wilson, Craig Dundas, Luke
Miller, Axel Kodjo, Will Kendall, Fabio Nunes, Kenny Antony
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Subs: Felipe de Lima for Kodjo (61), Carl Oblitey for Dundas (75), Ethan Brazier for Aiwone (78)

Report Source: www.eefconline.co.uk

When a 2 goal defeat marks improvement

21 August 2024

Epsom and Ewell 0-2 Jersey Bulls. Combined Counties League - Premier Division South - Tuesday 13th August 2024.

Jersey Bulls are not the sort of team you want to face, having just been hit for five goals in our previous outing. However,
we acquitted ourselves fairly well on the day and a two goal defeat, the second of which came quite late, was a lot better
than I had feared it might be. An attendance counted at just 84 was a disappointing one, considering the opposition.

In terms of personnel, Callum Wilson and Carl Oblitey returned to the starting line up, although Craig Dundas remained
absent and Thompson Adeyemi was also missing, while Reece Tierney’s head injury ensured that he would not be
available for selection either. Stefan Aiwone made his first start, while Kenny Antony was on the bench, but would join the
fray later.

Our keeper Faebian Witter was in action early, diving low to his left to keep out a low free kick from James Sunlay and
another shot went just over our crossbar as the visitors tried to assert themselves. They probably should have scored in
the 18th minute but Fraser Barlow scuffed his shot wide from in front of goal. We had showed fairly little to this point,
struggling to get the ball up to our front two, Oblitey and Will Kendall. However, Luke Miller took a long pass in his stride
in the 25th minute and made tracks down the right, only for his ball across goal to be spooned over the bar by Oblitey
from eighteen yards.

The visitors were doing more of the work, but we were keeping them mostly at arm’s length. A free kick was sent into the
wall by Barlow, before Sunray got down the right wing after some clever interplay, but there was no one on the end of his
cross. They had a penalty shout in the 31st minute after Witter collided with a visiting player, but it looked ambitious and
nothing was given. However, four minutes later they took the lead after a right wing cross was met at the far post by a
header from Miguel Carvalho that Toby Young tried to keep out, but was unable to, with both he and the ball ending up in
the net.

We had a decent chance in the 38th minute with a free kick. Adam Green’s delivery was flapped at by the Jersey keeper
Evan van der Vliet under pressure from Oblitey and the ball was nodded back to Kendall whose header entered the net,
despite an attempt to block it with the hand of a defender. Just as we were wondering whether the defender would be
penalised for the handball, it transpired that the Assistant’s flag had already been raised for an offside against Oblitey and
the chance was gone. Wilson then blocked a good effort just before the break and the teams went in separated by just the
one goal.

The second half followed a similar pattern, although we did register a shot on target just after the hour mark when Fabio
Nunes struck at goal from twenty-five yards, providing Van der Vliet with a comfortable save. Carlos Polo-Infante came on
for Alex Kodjo but we never had the chance to see whether this would make a difference as in the 69th minute Young was
sent off for a challenge on Carvalho that was extremely solid, but just a little high for the referee’s liking.

The extra man enabled the visitors to attack with a little more freedom and in the 78th minute they had a second goal
with a move that started on the right and was finished off from a narrow angle by Jonny Le Quesne. Although we had
battled well to this point, Jersey did deserve that two goal lead and despite a late cameo from Antony, which included one
mazy run, there was more chance that we would concede again and Aiwone did really well to block a shot from Lorne
Bickley who had scored both goals against us when we last visited the island in September of last year.

Witter made a good block from a volley at goal from the subsequent half cleared corner and the final whistle blew soon
after. Whilst always disappointing to lose, it was maybe no surprise that we would concede twice as this was our fourth
meeting and Jersey have scored two goals in each of them. No one could argue that the better side had won, but from an
Epsom point of view, this was a marked improvement on our Saturday shocker against Guildford City and although we
face another difficult match on Saturday, a hard working shift is the minimum requirement expected by the supporters. I
believe we got that in this match.

Epsom & Ewell: Faebian Witter, Toby Young, Callum Wilson, Adam Green ©, Stefan Aiwone, Fabio Nunes, Luke Miller,
Axel Kodjo, Will Kendall, Carl Oblitey, Ethan Nelson-Roberts

Subs: Carlos Polo-Infante for Kodjo (67), Kenny Antony for Oblitey (86)
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Things can only get better.......?

21 August 2024

Epsom and Ewell 0-5 Guildford City. Combined Counties League - Premier Division South. Saturday 10th August 2024. On
Tuesday our club acclaimed a “great” performance in defeating Step Four Phoenix Sports; a club that faced severe budget
cuts and a new Manager who started eleven new players against us in the first tie, and who will surely struggle this
season at that level. I wrote at the time that it had been a solid performance but nothing more. Fast forward four days and
I was proven right as we threw in a shocker to open our League season as Guildford City; one of the few teams to finish
below us last season, handed us a five goal lesson at King George’s Field and provided a reminder that no club in this
League will give us anything unless we earn it in every single game.

We were missing Carl Oblitey, Callum Wilson and Craig Dundas from Tuesday’s win, with Kenny Antony coming back in to
the starting line up and at the back Reece Tierney made his first start of the season, alongside new signing Axel Kodjo.
Just 93 were present, despite the sunshine, to witness this display which was probably just as well! It was also
disappointing to note that our club have now increased adult prices to £9 and as a result we now charge as much as
anyone in this division and more than most, which I wish they had been open and honest about, instead of sneaking it
under the radar and hoping no one would notice. When considering our finishing position of 16th last season, it’s hard to
see the justification for this increase at a time when they should be trying to attract supporters. A lazy “double-issue”
programme priced at £2.50 didn’t help either. In fifteen years as programme editor, I only ever did that over Bank
Holidays when printers were closed and can confirm from much experience in this area that the excuses provided within
the programme for doing this were bogus. If our new Editor wants some help or advice, he only has to drop me a line.

We had an opening warning as early as the sixth minute when Manny Acheampong was left in a lot of space on the right,
requiring Faebian Witter to make a really good low save to deny him from only twelve yards. However, we didn’t heed the
warning and five minutes later they worked their way down the left, dragging our players across and leaving Darnell Jon-
Peter with an easy finish when the ball was sent over to him on the right.

This was frustrating, but there was plenty of time left to rectify matters if we could improve, and to be fair things did get
better for a while. Luke Miller combined well with Thompson Adeyemi to set up Antony, only for our striker to miss his
kick completely from the edge of the area. Antony redeemed himself by hitting the target with his next effort after some
really clever skill from Ethan Nelson-Roberts, but visiting keeper Jacob Terry made a good block at the near post. Then
Miller sent in a good delivery that was flicked on and punched out off a defender for a corner, from which the ball was
half cleared to Will Kendall at an angle and on the edge of the area, but his powerful strike cleared the bar by about a
foot.

It was looking as though we were quite likely to get back into this match, but in the 34th minute the game took a fatal
turn as a cross in from the left was met with a close range header that Adam Green did really well to tip over the bar. The
only problem was that Green was not our keeper and his inevitable red card, followed by Jake Brown’s penalty conversion,
left us in a mess. Some might say that his actions were instinctive and I'd agree with that if he were our keeper! In fact,
I'd say it was a worthwhile thing to do, had we been defending a narrow lead towards the end of the game, but at 1-0
down, the handball was inexcusable. Green will also now have to serve a one match suspension, which I believe will be
our next F.A. Cup tie on Saturday.

In difficult situations like this, you often find out how your players will react, but nothing really happened by way
attacking threat, with our only chance coming in the third minute of first half injury time when a great pass from Nelson-
Roberts was chested down by Miller and he was through on goal from a slight angle, but Terry stood firm between the
City posts and Miller uncharacteristically put his shot into the side netting from ten yards. Had it gone in, maybe it would
have given us a chance of second half redemption, but instead we went in completely deflated.

Our Manager understandably made changes at the interval with Carlos Polo-Infante and Stefan Aiwone (called Hiwone by
the club) coming on for Antony and Thompson Adeyemi respectively, but the visitors came out in confident mood against
the ten men and extended their lead in the 50th minute with a strike that was at least twenty-five yards out and swerved
viciously away from Witter who had no chance as it flew into the top corner. Even their keeper Terry said “he’ll never
score another one like that again!” It was a wonderful strike, and nine minutes later there was another one of high
quality, as Malachi Cole made it 4-0 when we were caught cold by a short free kick; the Guildford man cutting back and
striking across Witter into the far corner from a narrow angle. It clearly wasn’t going to be our day today!

Things got worse still in the 67th minute after we again failed to react to a deep free kick to the far post that was put back
across by Tobi Falodi with Young being unable to clear the ball off the line before it had crossed. However, the visitors X
feed advised this as an own goal, so clearly it wasn’t quite as straightforward as I described. Either way though it was 0-5.

With fifteen minutes remaining Polo-Infante sent in a good cross from the right that was met by a bullet header from
Kendall from just inside the penalty area that Terry reacted superbly to tip over the bar. This was a superb passage of
football from both teams and we then saw Young’s header from the subsequent corner aim goalwards, only to hit
teammate and debutant substitute Sean Omoigiade-Agun and rebound to safety!

Witter made two more good saves and we finished with nine men after Tierney suffered a head injury and had to leave the
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field in the 85th minute. Although the visitors then hit the post with a low shot in the 92nd minute, they were unable to
breach our defences again and the referee helped us out here by only playing four minutes of injury time, despite there
being closer to ten minutes expected in my opinion.

So what positives can we take from this defeat? As you might expect, not many. Witter did as well as he could and from
where I was, I don’t believe he could have done any more with the goals. Kendall provided a threat on occasions, but the
whole task was rendered impossible after Green’s unnecessary red card. With very difficult looking home matches coming
up against Jersey Bulls and Hayes & Yeading United in the next seven days, it will take a monumentally better
performance than this one if we are to get anything out of either of those contests. If we do, then they truly will be “great”
performances.

Epsom & Ewell: Faebian Witter, Toby Young, Reece Tierney, Adam Green ©, Axel Kodjo, Fabio Nunes, Luke Miller,
Thompson Adeyemi, Will Kendall, Kenny Antony, Ethan Nelson-Roberts

Subs: Carlos Polo-Infante for Antony (HT), Stefan Aiwone for Adeyemi (HT), Sean Omoigiade-Agun for Nelson-Roberts
(62), Sirak Negassi for Miller (70)

Report Source: www.eefconline.co.uk

Epsom rose from the ashes of Phoenix defeat

21 August 2024

TR ™. e

Phoenix Sports 1-3 Epsom and Ewell FC. Emirates F.A. Cup Extra-Preliminary Round Replay - Tuesday 6th August 2024.

Well this was a strange one! With just fifteen minutes remaining, we trailed Isthmian League Phoenix Sports and the
match appeared to be petering out into a 1-0 defeat, but a Carl Oblitey flick on put Will Kendall through to equalise in the
77th minute and within eight minutes he had a hat trick as our opponents fell apart in the closing stages of our 3-1 F.A.
Cup win!

On a warm summer’s evening in front of just over 150 spectators, even though Phoenix advised it as a suspiciously low
108, we made two changes from the eleven that had started Saturday’s goalless encounter, with Oblitey coming in up
front for the absent Carlos Polo-Infante and Fabio Nunes taking the place of Kenny Antony who was on the bench. This
required a slight change of formation with the two strikers up front, which personally, I am a fan of.

Despite this, the match started in similar circumstances to our first meeting, with the home side edging possession in the
opening ten minutes before we grew into the match. Toby Young made an excellent early block, before Ethan Nelson-
Roberts crossed in a low ball to Kendall, but his shot was straight at Rob Budd in the Phoenix goal. Then we probably
should have taken the lead in the 15th minute when another great cross from Nelson-Roberts was met by the unmarked
Kendall at the far post, but his header back across goal was inches wide of the far post!

The home side, who had a change of Management over the close season and had given eleven debuts on Saturday were
forced into an early substitution, yet somewhat against the run of play they opened the scoring in the 23rd minute when a
Jack Marney corner to the far post was met by an unmarked header from Marcus Travers into the top corner of the net
from close range, giving Faebian Witter no chance. This was a little harsh on our boys, but the lead was nearly extended
minutes later as a free kick just missed our far post. We then had a strange incident when Witter saved a low shot, only to
get up and collide with Marney in the penalty area. Both players appeared unhappy with the collision, as was the referee
who chose to book the pair of them.

Witter was out again to clear smartly, while at the other end Kendall’s header was on target, but was penalised for
pushing. At the half, it had been a fairly even match to this stage. Clearly though our Manager Warren Burton wasn’t
happy and you could hear him tearing into our players at the break even from outside the dressing room!

Whether this had any effect on the players is hard to say though, as the pattern of the game didn’t really change in the
second half. Young set Luke Miller off down the right and his cut in and low shot was gathered by Budd at the second
attempt, while Oblitey’s strike from twenty yards didn’t trouble him either. Maybe it was because we were behind, but it
was clear that we were doing a bit more of the work as the ball started to spend more time in the Phoenix half. On the
hour Kendall went up for a floated cross from Miller, although a subsequent clash of heads appeared to be accidental, and
the foul awarded against Kendall seemed harsh from where I was standing.

In the 69th minute we withdrew Craig Dundas and brought Reece Tierney on at the back, which enabled Adam Green to
move into the hole vacated by the former Sutton legend, but time was beginning to run out on our cup adventure. Then
out of nowhere, it all changed. Kendall drilled the ball past Budd as described above and we were level out of nowhere.
Within six minutes Miller cut in from the right and went down under a defender’s challenge. Our winger had gone down
theatrically in the first half in similar circumstances, so I wasn’t expecting anything here but after a little thought, the
referee awarded the penalty. It was a soft one, but we’ve had them awarded against us often enough before! Kendall put
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the ball into the top corner in the 83rd minute to give us the lead.

Whilst Budd might not have had a chance with the penalty, he will be the first to admit that our third goal was his fault as
a long ball was sent forward and maybe distracted by both Kendall and a defender, he missed his clearance completely,
leaving Kendall the empty net from eighteen yards in the 85th minute. It might take me some time to find out whether a
hat trick in just eight minutes sets any sort of club record, but in that short time the result changed completely and we
saw the game out with no further alarms.

So what actually happened here? I can only think of one similar turnaround like this in recent years, which was our very
late 3-2 win over Larkfield & New Hythe back in 2021. Maybe we were fitter than the opposition and it told in the closing
stages? Certainly this was something Burton was very keen on focussing on when he took over back in January, although
there were no signs of a lack of fitness from Phoenix on Saturday. Maybe it was the substitution of Tierney for Dundas,
but sometimes it’s hard to put your finger on why we suddenly took over. Either way, we knocked out an Isthmian League
club for the second successive year and won £1,125 as a result. It is now Isthmian League Hayes and Yeading United who
stand in our way of a further £1,444 in prize money and we will host them at King George’s Field on Saturday 17th
August.

Epsom & Ewell: Faebian Witter, Toby Young, Callum Wilson, Adam Green ©, Craig Dundas, Fabio Nunes, Luke Miller,
Thompson Adeyemi, Will Kendall, Carl Oblitey, Ethan Nelson-Roberts

Subs: Reece Tierney for Dundas (69)

Report Source: www.eefconline.co.uk

Fire image: Credit: Janne Karaste License details

Local football feel the blues from Chelsea FC

21 August 2024

The Epsom and Ewell Colts, a longstanding community-led grassroots football club, are facing a crisis after the abrupt
cancellation of their primary training venue at Blenheim High School. The school’s decision to make way for the Chelsea
FC Foundation has impacted 170 girls from the under-8s team and upwards, leaving them without a place to train or play.

Founded in 1971, the Epsom and Ewell Colts have been a cornerstone of the local community, providing young people
with opportunities to develop teamwork skills and forge lifelong friendships. Community football offers far more than the
possibility of turning professional or enhancing physical fitness and skills. It strengthens community bonds, offering young
people a productive outlet that teaches important life lessons and steers them away from negative influences. Players,
coaches, volunteers, and supporters collaborate towards common goals, fostering mutual respect and understanding. This
inclusive environment breaks down social barriers and contributes to the community as a more welcoming and integrated
place for all.

With the Epsom and Ewell Colts now displaced from their core training ground at Blenheim High School, both players and
parents are left feeling disappointed and concerned for the future of their club. Elsie, the vice-captain of the U18 girls’
team, voiced her frustration, stating, “So much for encouraging girls football. How disappointing.” The disappointment
was echoed by the manager of the team, Steve Luff, who stated: “It’s a grave mistake to prioritise commercial interests
or go for the cachet of a professional club over the development of local athletes, who represent the true future of
football.”

Pauline Russell, the Chairwoman of Epsom & Ewell Colts, claims that Blenheim School’s decision to displace the team in
favour of a professional club “goes against the objectives and aims of the school listed in their last annual report.” This
refers to Blenheim School’s objective ‘to promote for the benefit of the inhabitants of Epsom and the surrounding area the
provision of facilities and recreation’.

Rob Williams, Director of Finance and Operations at Blenheim School responded “Blenheim made the decision to offer
their 3G pitch to Chelsea FC on Tuesdays and Thursdays to further develop their existing relationship with Chelsea FC
and in support of the work they are doing to develop grassroots youth football opportunities in the local community,
particularly with girls. This change was not the fault of Chelsea FC or Chelsea Foundation.

“Blenheim have offered several alternative days and times for Epsom and Ewell Colts to move their Thursday booking to
and are delighted that they have made additional bookings on Mondays, Saturdays and Sundays to use the newly installed
3G pitch which has seen unprecedented demand.

In the face of a possible crisis at the club, Pauline Russell is making an attempt to rally the community, stating: “We are
calling on the community, local authorities, and Chelsea FC to recognise the importance of grassroots sports and to work
with us to find a solution that allows these 170 girls to continue their training on Thursdays without disruption.”
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While the club searches for alternative venues and potential collaborations with other local organisations, they have put
forward an online petition for the public to show their support.

Epsom replay rise from the ashes hoped for

21 August 2024

Epsom & Ewell 0-0 Phoenix Sports. Emirates F.A. Cup Extra-Preliminary Round. Saturday 3rd August 2024.

Our first competitive match at the ninth official “home” ground in club history took place as we took the field at
Corinthian-Casuals’ King George’s Field against Isthmian League Phoenix Sports in the opening round of the F.A. Cup and
the contest ended in a largely uneventful goalless draw, with both teams appearing content to hold out for a replay as
time ticked down in front of a fairly healthy crowd of 148.

As befits any new match of the season, there were a number of players making their debut, although less than in recent
years as Manager Warren Burton chose to retain quite a few from last season. Grabbing all the headlines though was
Sutton United Hall of Fame member Craig Dundas, who made his competitive bow in Epsom colours at the age of 43. A
few years ago we had 40 year old Jamie Byatt making his debut for the club and I wrote at the time that he would
probably be the last player to play for this club who was born before I started watching Epsom and Ewell in 1981.
However, since that day we have seen Paul Springett, Reggie Savage and now Dundas who fit into that category with
surely the former Sutton man becoming the last. For those who like their stats, our former Manager Ray Purvis holds the
record as the oldest player to represent the club at the age of 47 years and 29 days when he took the field at Clapton on
30th April 2005.

Anyway, back to the match! Four players took the field for the first time in defender Toby Young, Dundas, Carlos Polo-
Infante and Kenny Antony, with Fabian Nunes joining the action later in the day. Chances were few and far between,
although we had an early concern when our keeper Faebian Witter had to come out of his area to clear and conceded a
free kick just outside. Fortunately the strike deflected off our wall and away for a fruitless corner. The opening fifteen
minutes were slightly more in our opponents favour as they attacked mainly down the left and Young picked up a fairly
early yellow card for a foul, although he was then clattered into a few minutes later, earning the Phoenix number 3 a
yellow of his own.

The game became more even after this, although not a lot was happening in either penalty area. Our best opportunity of
the half came with a cross from Ethan Nelson-Roberts that was a little off target and required a catch on the line from the
Phoenix keeper or we might have had a fortuitous opener. Back came the visitors though and a shot from the left was well
blocked by a defender before Witter had to get down well to make a good save with his left hand. Nelson-Roberts then
picked up a card on the advices of the referee’s assistant and we went in at the break as we had started.

The second half continued in a similar pattern and Phoenix nearly scored with a volley in the 55th minute after a free kick
was only headed out as far as the waiting player. Fortunately for us, the well-struck effort from just inside the penalty
area cleared our bar, but only just. Luke Miller then created something out of nothing as he controlled a deep ball across
the field, just keeping it in play, before running at a defender and crossing into the danger area, although his low ball in
was a little too close to the keeper who claimed the ball.

Moments later we had our best chance of the match after a wayward keeper clearance left us with an opportunity. Will
Kendall closed the keeper down and the loose ball fell to Polo-Infante, but with a fairly vacant net ahead of him from
eighteen yards, he couldn’t keep his shot down. Nunes replaced him shortly after this. Then Miller went down in the area
between two defenders, but there was never enough there to award a penalty and the game continued to meander.
Kendall was tripped on an attack and everyone appeared to stop, expecting a free kick which wasn’t given and the
opposition broke away at goal. However, Young got over well to make the saving challenge.

As the time started to run out Young was just over the bar with a looping header from Adam Green’s corner, while Miller
was off target with two tries, although not by that much in either case, particularly the latter effort which almost shaved
the far post from an angled shot. Both teams seemed happy enough to take a replay by the end of the match and as a
result we will make our first ever appearance at Mayplace Lane, near Dartford on Tuesday evening, which means that our
League game at Alton will be moved back. It would have been moved anyway though as Alton also drew in their cup tie.

Looking back at this match, there were quite a few similarities with our goalless cup draw twelve months ago against Met
Police. Both they and Phoenix finished in sixteenth position in their respective Isthmian divisions last season and of
course, we went on to win that away replay by two goals to nil. I wonder if we can repeat that feat on Tuesday evening!

Epsom & Ewell: Faebian Witter, Toby Young, Ethan Nelson-Roberts, Adam Green ©, Callum Wilson, Craig Dundas, Luke
Miller, Thompson Adeyemi, Will Kendall, Carlos Polo-Infante, Kenny Antony

Subs: Fabian Nunes for Polo-Infante (65), Sirak Negassi for Antony (76)

Report Source: www.eefconline.co.uk
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James Redfarn adds:
Epsom and Ewell FC new signing Article

The Epsom and Ewell Football club have pulled off an exciting new signing for the 24/25 season, acquiring the skills and
talents of the football veteran Craig Dundas. This player is well known for his immensely impressive tenure at Sutton
United, having played over 500 games and scored over 100 goals; Dundas has rightly earned the moniker of Sutton united
legend.

At the impressive age of 40, Dundas became one of the oldest players to make a debut in the English Football League.
EFL statisticians have proclaimed Dundas to be the oldest debutant since World War Two.

Now at the age of 43, his signature to the Salts is a coup for Epsom and Ewell, adding a wealth of experience and
leadership to Warren Burton’s squad. Dundas is expected to deliver not only in terms of skill and composure on the field
but also by offering his invaluable experience and guidance to younger teammates.

In addition to his role as a player, Dundas will serve as a player-coach, a dual role that promises to have a significant
impact both on and off the pitch. His presence is anticipated to bolster the team’s performance, offering strategic insights
and enhancing team dynamics.

There could be exciting times ahead for Epsom and Ewell FC, and the Dundas effect will hopefully be in full force for the
rapidly approaching season.

Leatherhead Women top their league

21 August 2024

Leatherhead Women'’s FC finished the season on a high, winning the league without losing a single game. The team
finished with a record of 15 wins, one draw and not a single loss in the league securing promotion into the Premier
Division.

Specsavers have championed the team since its introduction into senior women’s football, with new kits and banners and
continued support from the team of opticians and audiologists.

The team plays every home game in Fetcham Grove where you will be able to see the new kits in action.

Specsavers retail director, Mihaela Ovadiuc said: “At Leatherhead, we strive to be a shining light within our local
community, whether that be directly or indirectly. Supporting Leatherhead Women'’s has been such an honour, and we are
all over the moon that we are extending the sponsorship. The club aligns with our commitment to promoting healthy and
active living and takes pleasure in offering a secure environment for the local community.”

Inclusive sportsmanship in Worcester Park

21 August 2024

LIMDA BEDGE SCHOOL

. r-rT " ouh Teams!

The annual Linden Bridge Football Festival kicked off with a vibrant display of teamwork, camaraderie, and sheer
determination. Organized by Linden Bridge School, Worcester Park, and led by enthusiastic pupils, this event brought
together 15 special educational needs (SEN) schools and over 100 pupils for a day of spirited competition.
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The festival, held at Wandgas Sports Ground, exemplified the inclusive spirit that Linden Bridge
School stands for. Students of all abilities participated in various football matches, showcasing their
skills and passion for the beautiful game. From footgolf to mini-tournaments, the atmosphere was
electric as players cheered each other on.

One of the festival’s highlights was the unwavering support from local businesses. MetroRod, a
leading drainage and plumbing company, stepped up as the main sponsor. Their generous
contribution ensured that every participant received a commemorative medal, a symbol of their
hard work and dedication. In addition, MetroRod provided trophies for all participating schools,
recognizing outstanding performances and sportsmanship.

Coach Dom, from KEY Sports Academy, played a pivotal role in making the festival a success. His
expertise in organizing sports events and passion for nurturing young talent shone through. Coach
Dom lent equipment and offered valuable coaching tips. His commitment to empowering young
athletes was evident as he encouraged fair play and teamwork.

“The Linden Bridge Football Festival is more than just a tournament,” Coach Dom shared. “It’s about
fostering a love for sports, building confidence, and creating lasting memories. These students
inspire us all with their determination and resilience.”

The Surrey Special Schools Sports Association (SSSSA) includes the Linden Bridge Football Festival as
a key event in its annual calendar. Linden Bridge School takes immense pride in being an active

member of the association. This year alone, Linden Bridge pupils have participated in 25 SSSSA-

organized events across various sports disciplines.

“Our students thrive when given the opportunity to compete,” said Mr. Borja Vidal, PE Lead at
Linden Bridge School. “The festival allows them to showcase their abilities, make friends, and
celebrate their achievements. We’'re grateful to everyone who made this day possible.”

The Linden Bridge Football Festival reminded us that sports transcend barriers, bringing people
together in the spirit of unity and joy.

With the success of this year’s festival, Linden Bridge School is already planning for next year. The
goal remains the same: to create an inclusive platform where every student can shine, regardless of
their abilities. As the festival becomes a cherished tradition, it reinforces the belief that sports have
the power to transform lives.

One flat season in Epsom ends as another begins

21 August 2024

Our season concluded in appropriate fashion on Saturday as we laboured to a 1-1 draw against Guildford City at the
Spectrum.

Five days prior to this match, Tadley Calleva’s win over Colliers Wood United ensured that our two recent wins over Fleet
Town and Abbey Rangers had given us enough points to secure our safety, although for some reason our club never made
the effort to inform our “Dear supporters” (as they recently called them) of this fact. Either way, Salts players and
supporters alike were able to relax a little going into this contest, and I have to say it showed, as we started well but tailed
off. Throw in the usual defensive error that confirmed we have to wait until at least August 2024 before we can record our
first clean sheet of the calendar year and it meant that the point was enough for our hosts to be certain of confirming
their own safety, although as it turned out, results elsewhere meant that they would have survived even had they lost.

We went into this match chasing a third straight win, which would have been the first time all season we had managed
this, but it’s hard to know how bothered we were about it. Our Manager Warren Burton was absent and we only named
thirteen players in our line up; one of whom, Jaevon Dyer, only arrived ten minutes before kick off. There may have been
some valid reasons for the absences and delays, but the question has to be asked about how many players we would have
been able to name, if we had still required any points from this match.

Our regular supporters were there in decent numbers, including the returning Alex McKay Senior who appears on the
mend after being away for much of 2024. The home side were also well supported at the Spectrum, leading to an
attendance of 151 and a well-stocked viewing area on what is realistically the only real open side of the ground.

We had the first opportunity of the match in the sixth minute when a square ball from Thompson Adeyemi reached Sirak
Negassi on the edge of the penalty area, but the ball bobbled on him and he skied it well over the bar. Our Captain Ethan
Nelson-Roberts was flattened by a late challenge that ought to have earned a yellow card, but didn’t, before Zach Ingham-
Wright saw his strike on goal tipped over the bar by Adam Longman. However, Negassi then received a similar
opportunity to his previous one in the 16th minute when an Adam Green corner missed everyone at the near post and
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found our winger, who curled the ball first time into the far corner of the goal to put us ahead. Negassi has been
unfortunate in my opinion to find himself as a substitute so often, and his 21 appearances (from 48 matches) from the
bench are the second most in club history, trailing only Dale Marvell’s 22 in 2000/01 (from 56 matches) and he turned out
to be a very good player!

We may have had a poor season, but it has been our opponents that have been in the worst form of all teams with only
eight points collected since the end of September. The only way that they could have gone down was with a four goal
defeat here and a Colliers Wood United win against Sheerwater, so it was always an unlikely outcome, but our early goal
may well have caused a bit of concern within the home support at that point. However, what we didn’t realise was that we
had already seen the sum total of our attacking threat for the day. Guildford picked up their level and started to threaten.

The big battle going on was between Reece Tierney and Guildford City’s Ben Mitchell and Tierney was lucky to escape
without a card of any colour after bringing him down just as he appeared to break through on goal, albeit some 45 yards
out. In the course of a normal match I'm sure he would have picked up a yellow card for this, but the referee clearly didn’t
want to hand any out and he escaped with a warning.

We had a half-chance on the thirty minute mark when Negassi’s left wing cross was met by a low header by Carl Oblitey,
but Longman kept it out fairly comfortably and in fact things were much more precarious at the other end as a close range
header clipped our cross bar, only for a corner to be awarded, much to the dismay of our keeper Dan O’Donovan. The
corner then struck the frame of the goal before being fed to the far post where our keeper had to be down quickly to turn
a low shot around his post, but from the next corner, another Guildford header smacked against our bar again before
being headed up in the air by Ayran Kugathas and into the arms of O’Donovan for a lucky escape.

The second half started with a couple of substitutes for the home team and a third would follow soon after. Negassi struck
a corner at goal on the volley, but the contact wasn’t quite right and the ball dribbled through to Longman. However, the
second half belonged mostly to the team that needed the points more and a far post header by James Glover from a corner
was only just wide.

A Luke Miller strike went harmlessly past the post, but Guildford were looking the more likely to score and in the 72nd
minute that’s what happened, although in typical Epsom and Ewell style, we were the authors of our own misfortune as
Tierney went to head a goal kick back up the field, only for the ball to fly backwards off his head and into the path of
Mitchell. Nelson-Roberts tried to close him down, but the damage was done and he clipped the ball over the advancing
O’Donovan from eight yards for the equaliser. We had another scare in the closing moments as a long ball nearly bounced
straight over O’Donovan. Fortunately, he got a slight hand to the ball and Tierney was just able to get the ball clear of the
menacing Mitchell, who certainly looked as though he should be playing for a team higher up the League.

We just had time in the 89th minute to see our substitute keeper Toby Colwell come on as an outfield player. Whilst it was
a novelty to see and a reward for Colwell’s loyalty; sitting on the bench for most of the year, it highlighted the
dysfunctional nature of our season which started so poorly under James Scott, before we recovered under Steve Springett
to a position of relative safety, only for Warren Burton and Gwynne Berry to take over in January and record just four
wins. We close the chapter on 2023/24 in a rather surprising 16th place, which was higher than we had been at any time
since August, although it really just provides an indication of how poor the bottom five clubs have been this season! It is
assumed that our Management team will be back for next term, which would be the first time for three years and it will be
interesting to see what new faces appear, as I'll be honest, we need quite a few if we are not to endure another difficult
season; one where it must be remembered, two clubs will be relegated, not just one.

Epsom & Ewell: Dan O’Donovan, Ethan Brazier, Ethan Nelson-Roberts (c), Adam Green, Reece Tierney, Ayran Kugathas,
Luke Miller, Thompson Adeyemi, Carl Oblitey, Zach Ingham-Wright, Sirak Negassi

Subs: Jaevon Dyer for Kugathas (67), Toby Colwell for Ingham-Wright (89)

Report Source: www.eefconline.co.uk

Epsom and Ewell FC escaping relegation zone?

21 August 2024

Epsom & Ewell FC 2-1 Abbey Rangers. Combined Counties League - Premier Division. Saturday 20th April 2024.

A 2-1 victory over Abbey Rangers marked the end of our brief tenure at the Reg Madgwick Stadium on Saturday and at
the same time gained a measure of revenge over our opponents after we lost by the same scoreline over there in
November. This win also ended any mathematical hopes they had of reaching the playoffs.

After our superb win over Fleet Town on Tuesday, I felt that this match was a bit of a “freebie” as a Salts win over
Guildford City in our final match would have guaranteed safety anyway. However, this result means that we now only
require a draw to confirm our survival, and by the time we take the field at the Spectrum next week, it’s even possible
that other results may have assured our safety. Indeed, had Sheerwater not secured a last minute winner over Cobham
this same afternoon, we would be celebrating already!
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Maybe unsurprisingly we made only the one change to our line up with Carl Oblitey coming in for the absent Nick Wilson
and we stuck with the recent formation of playing three at the back, which was a brave policy playing against a solid and
physical Abbey team, but by and large it worked.

Chances were few and far between in the opening exchanges. Jaevon Dyer shot at goal from 20 yards, but it was a fairly
easy save for Sam Grey in the Abbey goal. At the other end Dan O’Donovan had one excursion out of his area to clear a
break, but we were soon back on the attack and a great pass from Ethan Nelson-Roberts set Will Kendall down the left,
although his first time low cross was just out of reach of the incoming Oblitey.

Our opponents probably had more of the ball than we did in the opening half, but we looked solid at the back as they
rarely threatened, apart from a decent move on the left that ended with a strike at goal from George Frith that was
headed away from goal by Reece Tierney. You could tell from Frith’s reaction that he knew the shot was on target, yet
within a minute we were the team celebrating after a pass came in from the left towards Oblitey, but before he had a
chance to control it, a defender knocked it away, but only into the path of Will Kendall, and although he was at quite an
acute angle on our left, his powerful shot from 12 yards went across Grey and into the net off the far post to give us a 36th
minute lead.

In response O’Donovan was alert to punch a delivery clear, while at the other end Kendall fell in the penalty area after a
coming together between him and Dale Burnham, but nothing was given, which I think was the right call. Then in injury
time a break on the right wing resulted in the ball being swept across goal, but fortunately Ross Murdoch, who had scored
a hat trick at Camberley a week previously, skied the chance from a good position. Moments later we had a rather
generous free kick on the edge of the area, but Adam Green hit the delivery into the defensive wall. We went in at the
break a goal ahead.

It was hard to say that we really deserved to be ahead at the break, but we were certainly as dangerous as our playoff
chasing opponents and we fashioned a few chances during the second half too. Oblitey saw his long strike deflected,
which took all the power off it, while next to try his luck was Green with a free kick from thirty yards after Luke Taylor
was fouled, but the shot went just over the bar. Burnham became the second Abbey player in the book for the foul, joining
his team mate, former Salt Daryl Cooper-Smith in the first half, but in the 55th minute Dyer collected the ball out on the
left and then sent in a superb strike towards the top corner, only for Grey to produce a stunning save to keep his side in
the match.

His reward for this great save was precisely nothing as we extended our lead six minutes later when a delivery in from the
left was headed out by a defender under pressure from Kendall only for it to fall to Miller, who cut onto his left foot and
thumped the ball into the top corner with his so called weaker left foot from 18 yards. It was a goal deserving of winning
any match and at 2-0 it certainly looked as though we would be picking up another three points here. However, we
received a reminder of our situation just three minutes later when a ball in over our defence was collected and finished
past O’Donovan by Ferrey Danso to reduce the scoreline. The goal means that we haven’t kept a clean sheet since our
goalless draw on 16th December at Colliers Wood United!

At 2-1 up things were a little nervy for a while. Brazier picked up a yellow card for a late foul out on the touchline as we
started to get pushed back a little. A tactical substitution was made with Jerry Antwi coming on at the back for Taylor as
we reverted to four at the back and we started to look a bit more comfortable again. In fact we nearly scored a third goal
in the final minute of normal time when Miller attempted to replicate his earlier strike, but this time he cleared the bar by
about a foot.

As time started to run out the visitors pushed forward in the hope of an equaliser and won a free kick right on the edge of
our penalty area, but it was deflected wide from a corner, only for O’Donovan to drop the fairly easy catch from the
subsequent set piece which led to a little bit of panic in the six yard box before the ball was cleared. Finally, after around
seven minutes injury time, which was about the right amount, the final whistle blew and Salts fans could relax again.

It’s been a horrible season, but whilst we are not completely safe just yet, the odds are a lot more in our favour than they
were seven days ago! One more match remains. See you at the Spectrum!

Epsom & Ewell: Dan O’Donovan, Ethan Brazier, Ethan Nelson-Roberts (c), Adam Green, Reece Tierney, Luke Taylor, Luke
Miller, Thompson Adeyemi, Will Kendall, Carl Oblitey, Jaevon Dyer

Subs: Jerry Antwi for Taylor (71)

Report Source: www.eefconline.co.uk

This time a victory counts!

21 August 2024

Premiler Division South

| Pos |Team [P |w|D|L|cGD|PTS
16 Spelthome Sports a6 | 10 B |1B | -25 |30
17 ! b | B 1 24| -5 3
1l a6 A 3 25 | -37
9 34| 6 |7 |nn|-96] 2
0 Shespwiter a6 7 4 5| -506 | 25

Epsom & Ewell FC 4-1 Fleet Town. Combined Counties League - Premier Division. Tuesday 16th April 2024.
After just two wins under his tenure to this point, our Manager Warren Burton was able to celebrate his 48th birthday
with a third victory as we won this rearranged League match 4-1 against Fleet Town. In fact it could be argued that this
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was the most impressive of his three, quite probably better than our 6-2 win over a lacklustre Sandhurst Town side in
March, as this win came against a better team and we had to come from behind to do it too!

The win must have been particularly tough on the visiting supporters who had been 3-1 up on Saturday and had probably
already added the three points to the League table to close on the playoff pack, only to see one of their players badly
injured and the match subsequently abandoned, and then to face a second trip up from Hampshire in four days before
being heavily beaten; a win that ends any faint playoff hopes they may have had.

We made three changes to the line up from Saturday’s match with Nick Wilson and Jaevon Dyer coming back into the
starting line up and they were joined by Thompson Adeyemi who was originally due to be on the bench, but got the call up
after Carl Oblitey was late arriving for the match and had to be content with a place on the bench. Tijani Eshilokun and
Matt McGillivray were absent for this one.

We got off to an awful start on Saturday when we conceded in the eighth minute, but this time we were behind even
earlier as a harmless looking ball came over towards Wilson in the sixth minute, but somehow the ball got tangled up in
his feet and then fell for the opposition’s leading scorer Dan Bone who scored twice on Saturday and then added another
with a low drive past Dan O’Donovan from twelve yards.

The teams seemed to be following Saturday’s script as we equalised soon after with a nice passing move that went from
left to right where Ethan Brazier went forward before feeding Luke Miller whose low right wing cross was met at the near
post by Will Kendall from just six yards out to give Filip Chalupniczak no chance with a left foot strike in the twelfth
minute.

Kendall was unlucky to see his low strike deflected into the side netting before another Kendall header from a Miller
delivery was only half blocked by Chalupniczak with Dyer knocking in the loose ball from close range, only to see the
offside flag raised against Kendall. Kendall looked to be linking with his team mates much better in this game and it was
good to see Dyer looking much more like the flying threat we had seen so frequently last season. In short, even with
Oblitey by now sitting on the bench, we actually looked like we posed an attacking threat, which you couldn’t often say
about our team this season.

It was around the half hour mark in the original match that we started to get pushed back, but that didn’t really happen
here. In fact we looked the more likely to score as the half concluded and had a great chance when Kendall supplied a
superb reverse pass into the path of Dyer, but just as he went to round the keeper, he stumbled over the ball and allowed
Chalupniczak to claim the ball. This was a massive chance and when O’Donovan tried to see a ball out for a goal kick but
got caught out, nearly leading to a goal for the visitors, it made you wonder if we had missed our chance. We went in at
the break level at a goal each.

We continued on the front foot in the second half and Dyer sent a curling shot just beyond the far post after Adeyemi’s set
up. We’ve not had a vast amount of luck this year and just when I was thinking it would be great to get some here, that’s
exactly what happened, when in the 51st minute a deep left wing cross forced Bradley Pegg to turn back to defend it, only
for him to knock the ball into his own net under pressure from Kendall from eight yards out. The ball could have gone
anywhere, but squirmed into the corner of the Fleet net!

We had the lead which was crucial, as [ was concerned about the idea of us trying to see the match out for a draw, but
could we hold on to it? As you would expect, Fleet came back at us and a far post header by Argjend Ahmetaj was just
wide but we were soon back on the attack and Kendall wasn’t able to keep his header on target from Adeyemi’s superb
left wing cross. However, any concerns about the miss were forgotten soon after and we extended our lead on the hour
mark. Miller set the ball back to Brazier, whose cross from out wide looked like it was just going to hang in the air for an
easy catch, but Adeyemi had other ideas and out jumped Chalupniczak, heading the ball up in the air. It seemed to hang in
slow motion before coming down off the bar, but fortunately Kendall was first to reach it and he smashed the ball into the
roof of the net from just six yards out to make the score 3-1.

Relief was evident across the ground and we continued to take the game to our opponents who then began to self-destruct
when Dan Bone was sent to the sin-bin after believing that he had been fouled. During that time we had further chances
with Reece Tierney’s header being blocked, while Wilson was just wide from 35 yards and Taylor forced a low save at the
near post. For such an important match, it was unusual to feel so relaxed, particularly this season, but we were under
relatively little pressure.

Although O’Donovan picked up a yellow card for a bit of time wasting, the visitors were chasing shadows as we passed the
ball around like a training session and even when they returned to eleven men we remained the better side. Oblitey came
on for Dyer and he was in the action soon after, with a low shot smacking Chalupniczak’s right hand post and rebounding
to safety, but by this time Matt Sirmon had become the second visiting player to visit the sin-bin and this left them down
to ten for the remainder of the match, during which we scored a fourth goal. It was the 96th minute when the ball came in
from the left and was then passed to Miller who feigned to shoot on two occasions, completely tricking the defenders
before slotting past the keeper from close range to complete the scoring.

It would take a brave person to say that they saw this performance or result coming after Saturday’s abandonment and
our recent displays, but it obviously gives us a huge lift in our relegation battle and it has to be said that if we had played
like this more frequently, we wouldn’t be in the position we have been in. It was certainly very good timing to produce our
best ninety minutes of the calendar year and maybe our Manager should have birthdays more often!

Epsom & Ewell: Dan O’Donovan, Ethan Brazier, Ethan Nelson-Roberts (c), Adam Green, Reece Tierney, Nick Wilson, Luke
Miller, Luke Taylor, Will Kendall, Thompson Adeyemi, Jaevon Dyer

Subs: Carl Oblitey for Dyer (79), Sirak Negassi for Brazier (83), Zack Ingham-Wright for Taylor (86)
Related report:

This defeat will not count
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