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Pot of gold for Rainbow?
5 September 2023

Rainbow Leisure Centre in East Street Epsom has been shortlisted for a prestigious award from trade association UK
Active.

The centre – which was renovated recently- boasts a 25m pool, dance studio, large gym and over-60s social room. As a
result, it has been nominated for ‘Local and Regional Club/Centre of the Year’ in recognition of its huge contribution to
the local community.

Rainbow caters to customers of all ages with an innovative programme that includes fourteen classes dedicated to people
over 60, plus swimming, gym sessions and classes for the centre’s junior members – currently numbering more than 500.
The centre is also used by three disability clubs and four special needs schools who participate in tailored activities such
as ping pong, dance and Boccia.

Customers are kept involved in the centre’s plans with social events and ‘Meet the Manager’ sessions. Currently, they are
accepting almost 30,000 bookings per month.

The centre is run by charitable social enterprise GLL under the ‘Better’ brand. The organisation’s ethos is to reinvest
profits to support local communities and Rainbow is an important part of this commitment.

Darren Pope, Rainbow’s General Manager, comments, “We couldn’t be prouder to have been shortlisted for the best
centre/club in the South of England. Making the shortlist would not have been possible without the incredible work from
the staff at Rainbow. No matter what the result, I am very proud of my team’s achievements this year.”
 
UK Active award winners will be announced at the end of October this year.

Better was founded in 1993 as a charitable social enterprise with seven leisure centres in Greenwich. In 1996 the social
enterprise started expanding outside of the London Borough of Greenwich and now runs all kinds of community services
and spaces across the UK. Now renamed Better, over 250 public sport and leisure centres and 57 libraries are managed in
partnership  with  more  than  30  local  councils,  public  agencies  and  sporting  organisations.  Membership  to  the
organisations’ centres has increased to over 650,000 with 40 million visitors a year.

Unarresting match with the police
5 September 2023

Epsom & Ewell 0-0 Met Police. Emirates F.A. Cup – Preliminary Round. Friday 18th August 2023.

We had our first taste of Friday night football at the Madgwick this season as Isthmian League Met Police visited for this
Emirates FA Cup tie and despite having the lion’s share of the possession, rarely threatened in this goalless draw. This
was the ninth time the clubs had met in this competition and we have only won two of the matches, with three draws now.

For our part, we were missing three players who were injured in Tuesday’s League match and at times almost seemed
content to cancel the opposition out and aim for a replay, where hopefully some of the walking wounded will be able to
return.

The first bit of good news was that first choice keeper Harvey Keogh was back between the posts after dislocating his
little finger in the Redhill warm up, but unfortunately Jaan Stanley, Callum Wilson and Tommy Williams were all unable to
go, so Zach Powell took the armband on with Ayran Kugathas and Chester Clothier in place of the others. Additionally
Ollie Thompson and Sirak Negassi moved onto the bench and Tino Carpene and Nick Inwugwu took their places.

Before the match commenced a minute’s applause was held in recognition of regular supporter Mark Durbridge who
passed away on Friday 11th August. A few former players and his family were present and all stood around the centre
circle with the teams and officials for the duration of the applause.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/pot-of-gold-for-rainbow
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/unarresting-match-with-the-police
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We have had some slow starts this season and we got off to a nervy opening in this match too. Kugathas sent his header
beyond Keogh and out for an unnecessary corner which was half cleared to the edge of the box where we then conceded a
free kick. Fortunately, the strike on goal was dealt with easily enough by our keeper. However, in the seventh minute
Bayley Mummery struck a shot against our far post and although the ball rebounded back into play, it appeared from
where I was as though another player then struck our other post, but by this time the flag was raised for offside and the
danger was over.

We had our first opportunity in the tenth minute when the ball was fed through to Kiyo Brown and he ran at goal,
although his shot was too close to the experienced Liam Beach and he tipped the ball over for a corner which we were
unable to take advantage of. Brown then had another run, but what looked like being a threatening ball in was blocked at
the last second by a defender.

However, for the majority of the half we were on the defensive, happy to counter attack when the chance arose and
looking quite difficult to break down. We also had a couple of yellow cards in the middle of the park with Rory Edwards
getting one and then Alfie Walters for a cynical trip on Carpene who had threatened to get away on the left wing. This
would have consequences for their defender later. There was nearly a third yellow card after Carpene was brought down
by Laurence Ernest and the referee was there quickly to wave the card before being made aware that his Assistant had
flagged belatedly for the ball going out of play.

Kugathas was next to pick up a yellow for pulling back his man as this stop-start game was never really allowed to get
going. Regular visits from our physio ensured that an extra six minutes were played, but there was nothing of note within
it and the teams trooped off at the break with honours even.

The second half started in a similar fashion and we weren’t asking many questions of our visitors, although Brown got to
the touchline once, but his low ball in was cut out by Beach. Next to try was Ade Batula, but his shot from a narrow angle
was never going to beat the well-positioned keeper who blocked the ball out for a corner.

Brown picked up a yellow card for a clumsy tackle before Dan Stewart also found his way into the rapidly filling book,
even though this was not a dirty game in any way. Unfortunately with fifteen minutes of normal time remaining Powell
limped off and Ollie Thompson came on at the back, moving Inwugwu to a centre position within the back three and
Clothier inherited the arm band. A sixth card followed for another visiting player for a foul on Ethan Nelson-Roberts and
two further substitutions occurred for us with Ben Amissah coming on for Carpene and Jabari Ofosu-Hernandez made his
debut in relief of Nelson-Roberts.

We still appeared to be quite happy not to rush things and to settle for a replay, but nearly won the tie in the 92nd minute
after Amissah was put through on goal. Regrettably, he stumbled and this enabled Beach to get a hand to the ball before
our man could fully recover. However, the loose ball fell kindly for Batula who just needed to clip the ball over the
retreating defenders from twenty-five yards, which he did, but it didn’t come down in time and thumped the Met crossbar
before going over for a goal kick.

There was time for an unusual incident in the 93rd minute as Walters had been injured and Beach told him to leave the
pitch so as not to play any of our players onside. However, he then came back on after the attack had been cleared and
picked up a second yellow card for re-entering the field of play without permission. Harsh!

Ultimately, the fact that I am referring to all the yellow cards and substitutions tells you that there wasn’t really much to
report in terms of real opportunities in this match. It was constantly interrupted by injury and the somewhat fussy referee
and the crowd of around 165 or so probably wondered whether they should have bothered to come out at all as the rain
then gave them a thorough soaking as they walked 300 yards to reach their cars!

Most importantly though, the two teams remain in the hat for Monday’s draw and will now meet again on Tuesday for the
replay, which will have to be settled on the night, even if it takes extra time and penalties. There is one good omen here as
the last time we met in the FA Cup back in 1989 we drew 0-0 at home before winning the replay 2-0 at Imber Court. Déjà
vu anyone?

[For the replay report visit: www.eefconline.co.uk as Epsom and Ewell Times will be on a short production break.]

Epsom & Ewell: Harvey Keogh, Ayran Kugathas, Ethan Nelson-Roberts, Zach Powell (c), Nick Inwugwu, Ash Snadden,
Kiyo Brown, Chester Clothier, Ade Batula, Rory Edwards, Tino Carpene

Subs: Ollie Thompson for Powell (75), Ben Amissah for Carpene (83), Jabari Ofosu-Hernandez for Nelson-Roberts (87)

Redhill cruise to victory on Epsom waters
5 September 2023

Epsom & Ewell 1-3 Redhill. Combined Counties League – Premier Division South. Tuesday 15th August 2023.

We opened up our home League campaign on Tuesday evening against Redhill and found out fairly quickly why they will
be involved at the business end of the table come season’s end as they cruised to a 3-1 victory.

http://www.eefconline.co.uk
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/redhill-cruise-to-victory-on-epsom-waters
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It has to be said that we didn’t have a lot of fortune over the course of the evening either. Before the match Harvey Keogh
jammed his finger into the turf making a save in the warm up and with it either dislocated or broken, Toby Colwell came
in for his debut at rather short notice. Also making his debut was Kiyo Brown and he showed up well in the first half
before being replaced in the second.

This was one of those matches that you watched from a distance. As most people know, I stand behind the goal we attack
and if I’m honest, there wasn’t an awful lot of that going on in this match!

Redhill had cheekily created a match poster including four former Salts, Adam Grant, Gavin Quintyne, Athan Smith-Joseph
and Coach Matt Chapman, but they could have also included Manager Jordan Clark and Tom Harland-Goddard too. As it
turned out, only the ageless Quintyne and Smith-Joseph were in the starting eleven and they nearly took an early lead
when Colwell stood up well to make a fine save from a Smith-Joseph shot in the fourth minute which was then cleared.

A couple of dangerous crosses went through our six yard box and out as Redhill controlled much of the first half. We had
occasional half chances and Ethan Nelson-Roberts was set up for a strike by Sirak Negassi, but his shot was easily dealt
with by Luke Roberts in the Redhill goal.

We then saw our Captain Callum Wilson injure his ankle in a collision with a Redhill  player and although he had
treatment, he was clearly not able to continue much longer and he limped off around ten minutes later. Negassi got past
Quintyne who brought him down cynically, although no card was issued when it probably should have been, and Rory
Edwards sent the free kick from an angle goalwards, but without enough power to trouble Roberts.

The visitors continued to threaten and Jack Saunders struck the bar from the edge of the penalty area, having just shot
over the bar moments previously. Then Reuben Duncan sent his low shot just beyond our far post. They were getting
closer and it was no surprise when they went ahead in the 39th minute with a move down the left that was finished off by
a shot from around 15 yards across Colwell into the far corner by Tyrese Sutherland.

At this point Wilson was replaced and a couple of minutes later Tommy Williams also needed to go off. In fact every few
minutes it seemed like we had another player on the deck. Nick Inwugwu and Ayran Kugathas came on in their places,
but Duncan broke through in the 48th minute after we had failed to clear the danger and smashed the ball back past
Colwell from just inside the area, giving him no chance as Redhill registered their second goal. It nearly got worse as
Inwugwu had to be alert to clear the ball off the line and although Ade Batula struck just over in the eighth minute of
injury time, it was a very despondent looking Salts eleven that trooped off at the break.

The visitors continued to press in the second half and shots came in, but we weathered the storm and on the hour we
started to become a lot more competitive ourselves, and the final half hour was much more even as a contest. We put
together a good move, only for the final pass to Batula to be accompanied by the raising of the Assistant’s flag for offside.
We then held the ball for a bit of time, although the Redhill defence looked fairly solid and despite having our best ten
minutes of the match we then conceded a third goal when Grant broke through our defence and finished easily past
Colwell in the 70th minute.

We made a couple of substitutions with Ben Amissah and Jaan Stanley joining the fray and Batula saw his shot deflected
for a corner. The 79th minute set piece looked like being an easy catch for Roberts, but he dropped it and Inwugwu was
there to force the loose ball over the line at the second attempt to register his first goal for the club with the Redhill
defenders hoping for a flag or whistle that might save them, but it didn’t come, and rightly so.

Despite pulling a goal back, we rarely looked like adding to it and Redhill almost scored a fourth with a great crossfield
pass to the right wing where a low shot from an angle was parried to safety by Colwell. In the final minute of normal time
we had our final opportunity when a long ball found the advancing Zach Powell who set up substitute Jaan Stanley who
found Batula but the shot was dragged across goal with his weaker foot.

To be fair thoough, a second goal on the night would have seriously flattered us and we could have no complaints with the
final score. More concerningly, with Friday’s F.A. Cup match coming up against Met Police there must surely be some
question marks over the availability of some of our players following the injuries and with other players Chester Clothier
and Ben Bauchop at the match but also unable to play, we appear to have a rather early injury crisis.

Epsom & Ewell: Toby Colwell, Tommy Williams, Ethan Nelson-Roberts, Zach Powell, Ollie Thompson, Callum Wilson ©,
Kiyo Brown, Ash Snadden, Ade Batula, Rory Edwards, Sirak Negassi

Subs: Nick Inwugwu for Wilson (41), Ayran Kugathas for Williams (44), Jaan Stanley for Brown (74), Ben Amissah for
Negassi (74)

Report Source: www.eefconline.co.uk

Rugby Returning To Rugby Lane in Ewell
5 September 2023

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/rugby-returning-to-rugby-lane-in-ewell
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This time last year Sutton & Epsom Rugby Football Club were looking optimistically at the brand new Regional 1
South Central anticipating opening their account at Lily Hill Park against Bracknell. Twelve months later following a
season that was underwhelming in the extreme Sutton and Epsom came bottom of the league and were relegated. With
the RFU shuffling the deck once more S&E have been placed in Regional 2 South East. For the second campaign on the
bounce the Black & Whites will be welcoming some new league opponents in the form of Battersea Ironsides and Reeds
Weybridge. Meanwhile they will be reacquainting themselves with familiar foes like Sidcup whilst Old Colfeians make a
welcome return to Rugby Lane for the first time since 2006.

Notable players have departed for a variety of reasons including age, family life or the golf course and Messrs Caddy,
Cooksammy, Drye, Harwood, Hurley & See will be hard to replace and a most grateful club offer them their heartiest best
wishes for the future. But this is the cyclical nature of club rugby and it will provide an opportunity for young players to
step into big boots and establish their reputation as an essential starter for the 1 st XV.

For the supporters the loss of those favourites will be compensated by the long-awaited return to the colours for Matt
Whitaker following surgery after a fallow season last time around. One senior player has not hung up his boots and will be
hoping for at least one more league encounter as prop Will Lloyd is currently a man with 99 league appearances under his
belt and hopes to become the club’s 32nd league centurion.

Head Coach Paul Hodgson commenting on the season ahead said: “Since my return back at Sutton & Epsom RFC, I don’t
feel there has been a more exciting time in this transition period between seasons. The main reason being is that a young
crop of players, mainly graduates from the S&E RFC Junior section, will be making up the majority of the starting squad.
Mixed in with a few experienced players and new faces, I feel the 1 st XV representing this great club will be a very
competitive side. My prediction for the season is that there will be a lot of good times playing down at Rugby Lane and
there will be some good wins achieved on the road.”

As usual the league season begins on the opening Saturday in September when Sutton & Epsom travel to Whitely Village
to experience an inaugural league fixture with Reeds Weybridge. For those of you who frequent Rugby Lane the first
home fixture is against Beckenham on Saturday 9th September kicking off at 3pm.

Full fixtures for the season can be found on the club’s website

The Rugby Lane ground can be found on this map.

Cruel  ending  at  Calthorpe  Park  for  Epsom  and
Ewell  FC
5 September 2023

Fleet Town 2-1 Epsom & Ewell FC. Combined Counties League – Premier Division South. Saturday 12th August 2023.

Despite a slow start to our opening League fixture of the season, we fought back to equalise and deserve a draw, only to
then lose the match to a long range deflected strike in the fourth minute of injury time as Fleet Town edged through by
the narrowest of 2-1 score lines.

We made four changes from our win over Horsham YMCA. Our Assistant Manager Ash Snaddon was getting married,
while Ade Batula and Chester Clothier were unavailable and Nick Inwugwu started on the bench. In their places came
Rory Edwards, Ollie Thompson and Sirak Negassi who had all come off the bench the previous Saturday, while Ben
Bauchop made his first appearance of the season. Snaddon’s absence, together with both of our coaches Steve Springett
and Kevin Espinosa being away, resulted in an emergency call for another of our previous keepers Dave Tidy to step into
the role and help James Scott out on the sidelines. Tidy actually had a foot in both camps for this match as had also
coached the opposition keeper Roan Strong!

As with recent previous matches we made a slow start and in front of a loud crowd that gave the impression of being more
than the official attendance of 109 we went behind in the sixth minute after Bauchop was caught in possession and on a
lightning counter attack the ball was fed through to Connor Young who slotted the ball past Harvey Keogh from around

https://www.suttonrugby.co.uk
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Sutton+%26+Epsom+Rugby+Football+Club/@51.349171,-0.2236558,17z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x487608287e3159eb:0x44c9bd7098b7f744!8m2!3d51.3479514!4d-0.2213276!16s%2Fg%2F1tl0wtpl?entry=ttu
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/cruel-ending-at-calthorpe-park-for-epsom-and-ewell-fc
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/cruel-ending-at-calthorpe-park-for-epsom-and-ewell-fc
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twelve yards.

It nearly got worse as our Captain Callum Wilson then also found himself robbed on the edge of the area, although on this
occasion the shot was an easy one for Keogh to deal with. The home side were pressing us at every opportunity and it took
us a while to come to terms with this.

However, as the half progressed we began to improve and Sirak Negassi got a decent shot away that Strong was able to
beat away. Strong played in our colours back in a January friendly before spending the season at South Park and
appeared very solid here. He was then alert to make a good save from Negassi a few minutes later after our man had won
the ball after a Farnham defender had been caught in possession.

It was at times a very rapid contest with both teams really pushing the other and this energy was shown best by our left
wing back Ethan Nelson-Roberts. He had been competing well against the dangerous Fleet winger Naz Miah and in the
39th minute he got forward and won a free kick out wide after the referee had decided we had no advantage. This was a
crucial decision as Edwards then whipped in a free kick and Thompson met it about three yards beyond the far post with a
solid header back into the net for our equaliser.

The second half started with a scare as Miah went down in the penalty area under a challenge, after making a good run,
but it wasn’t convincing enough and we escaped. We then had a great opportunity when Bauchop took the ball off a
defender and we were suddenly three on two on the edge of the Fleet area, but he couldn’t pick a pass to a waiting
teammate and we were unable to take advantage.

The game was switching from end to end and if anything it was probably a little too open for both Managers’ liking. It also
became a bit scrappy in patches as both teams fought for every inch out there. On the hour, former Salt Sam Marks put a
decent ball in from the right, although Wilson did well to clear the danger at the last minute with a stretching volley. Miah
was then clattered by Thompson who picked up our second yellow card after Wilson in the first half and we made a couple
of substitutions with Nick Inwugwu coming on for Thompson and Ben Amissah making his debut in relief of Jaan Stanley
who had a quiet day by his standards.

Then things got a little nervy in our area and a close range header was well saved by Keogh. In response Amissah made a
good run and found Negassi, although his shot didn’t trouble Strong. We saw another debutant enter the fray as Ayran
Kugathas came on for Tommy Williams on the right before it was our turn to press for a while. Nelson-Roberts put in a
great burst on the left and his low ball in was turned away by a defender, even though a goal kick was awarded. Then
Amissah got through on the left too and drew the keeper out, but his pull back was cleared for another corner. Tino
Carpene was next to strike at goal from twelve yards but Strong made a good save.

It looked as though it was a matter of time before we would pinch the win, and the Fleet Manager was having kittens on
the touchline, but a cruel twist of fate was waiting for us in the 94th minute when Mohamed Konte struck speculatively at
goal from around twenty-five yards. I’ve been advised by people from a different angle to me, who thought the shot was
going wide, but the ball struck Inwugwu and flew into the opposite corner with Keogh helpless to do anything about it.

There was still time for us to have a couple of chances as the final seconds expired and Negassi saw his angled shot kept
out by Strong. Then from the corner it was all hands to the pump as we rained in three shots on goal in about ten seconds;
the second of which from Inwugwu hit a defender fully on the chest while he was standing on the line. A yard either side
and we’d have been level, but there were no infringements by the home side and shortly after this the final whistle blew.

Did we deserve to lose this match? Absolutely not! However, for what it’s worth and regardless of the entertaining
contest, I felt that neither team had done quite enough to say they deserved the win and a 1-1 draw would have been a
fair result from this most even of contests. Alas, it was not to be and we now face high-flying Redhill in our opening home
League match in three days time.

Epsom & Ewell: Harvey Keogh, Tommy Williams, Ethan Nelson-Roberts, Zach Powell, Ollie Thompson, Callum Wilson ©,
Sirak Negassi, Ben Bauchop, Jaan Stanley, Rory Edwards, Tino Carpene

Subs: Nick Inwugwu for Thompson (70), Ben Amissah for Stanley (70), Ayran Kugathas for Williams (77)

Report Source: www.eefconline.co.uk

Salts open season with FA Cup win
5 September 2023

Epsom & Ewell 2-1 Horsham YMCA. Emirates F.A. Cup – Extra-Preliminary Round. Saturday 5th August 2023.

The James Scott era kicked off on Saturday as we opened up our fifth different ground share at Cobham’s Reg Madgwick
Stadium with a narrow 2-1 win over Horsham YMCA in what was just the second ever competitive meeting between the
clubs.

As is almost always the case with a new Manager, you see some new players on the field. However, today’s match also set

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/salts-open-season-with-fa-cup-win
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a club record here as ten players made their debuts. We had nine new faces at the start of the match, equalling the record
set in both 1945 and 1982 (if you exclude our first ever match of course!) and a tenth debutant, Sirak Negathas, would
join the fray from the bench in the second half to set a new mark.

We have of course spent some time at Step Six in recent years, and as a result this was our first F.A. Cup fixture since
losing 3-0 after extra time to Beckenham Town way back in the August of 2018, so it’s been a while, but we were
fortunate that the game took place at all as a torrential downpour made the new artificial surface waterlogged as the
players tried to warm up. It looked like the game would be called off, but the referee chose to wait for a while to see
whether conditions would improve and at just around 3.00pm the rain relented. By 3.15 it was clear that the surface was
going to be playable shortly and we kicked off at 3.30 on the dot! How nice to see a match official apply a bit of common
sense, instead of going by the book, which would have forced us all to congregate there again on the Wednesday!

We finally got going under cloudy and leaden skies, but just like our final friendly on Tuesday against Corinthian Casuals
we were a bit slow out of the blocks against a team that had already played two Southern Combination League matches
and almost went behind in the third minute after a miscommunication between Zach Powell and our new keeper Harvey
Keogh resulting in a back pass that was just creeping inside the post before Keogh recovered to claw the ball away.

Keogh looked like he was going to have a busy day as the visitors threatened again seconds later and he had to make a
superb double save; first from a long range strike and then from the follow up from a narrow angle. We hadn’t really
started and he then had to make a third save to tip a header wide from a Horsham YMCA free kick, all inside the opening
ten minutes!

The match was taking place almost exclusively in our half and Keogh had to palm away another shot after one of our
defenders Nick Inwugwu had been dispossessed, before the visitors finally took the lead in the 21st minute. A corner
wasn’t fully cleared by our boys and Sekou Toure swivelled well and struck the ball back across everyone into the far
corner from around 18 yards.

It was the least they deserved to this point, but we made some changes to our shape and started to look a little more
competitive. Tommy Williams made some progress down the right and set up Jaan Stanley, who laid the ball into the path
of Ade Batula, but the side footed strike was a weak one and was straight at Harrison Mott in the YMCA goal. Batula then
had another chance from an angle which forced Mott into a more challenging save and from the loose ball Williams sent a
deep ball in that was headed away from Ethan Nelson-Roberts at the last second.

Nelson-Roberts then picked up a booking for a reason completely unknown to me and new Club Captain Callum Wilson
tried his luck from fully forty yards but the shot dribbled wide of the goal. Just as I was about to send out a half time tweet
advising the deficit, we pulled out an equaliser somewhat against the run of play as Batula got away down the left flank,
cut in and slotted the ball past Mott from about eight yards in the second minute of injury time with the visiting defence
nowhere. This was even more impressive seeing as Batula had just received treatment after being on the wrong end of a
solid, crunching but fair challenge from Danny White, following a bit of a hospital pass from Ash Snaddon our Assistant
Manager!

In the end we played around five minutes of added time, for this and two other delays caused by injury to visiting players
who had to be substituted off and a third YMCA substitution would be required just nine minutes into the second half,
leaving them with none left, due to the limit of three in FA Cup ties.

As the second half progressed we found ourselves a little on the defensive and a sliced clearance from Keogh gave the
opposition a good chance, but the attack was blocked out excellently by Inwugwu for a corner, although as a result of the
challenge he was replaced a couple of minutes later by Ollie Thompson. However, in the 63rd minute we took the lead.
Williams made good ground on the right wing and his low ball in was just reached by Tino Carpene who got his toe to the
ball ahead of a defensive challenge just inside the box and won the penalty. It can’t have looked too clear for others as a
couple of people asked for my view on it during and after the match, but I was certain and more importantly, so was the
referee!

Stanley stepped up and scored his third penalty in three weeks, but his first official one for the club in the 64th minute to
give us a 2-1 advantage that we would not let slip. The visitors pushed for an equaliser but they seemed to have run out of
ideas and were restricted to a couple of long range efforts and a shot dragged across goal from twelve yards which really
should have hit the target. We rarely looked in danger and might even have made it 3-1 after a great run down the right
from substitute Negathas which ended with a pull back for Stanley, but he sent the chance just over the bar from ten
yards out.

Fortunately the miss didn’t cost us and after nearly nine minutes of injury time the final whistle confirmed the victory
which now gives us a home tie against Step Four Met Police in the Preliminary Round. It wasn’t the greatest of starts, but
we grew into what became quite an enjoyable match and I’m just grateful that the game was played, even if it was the
final tie to complete on this FA Cup Saturday!

Epsom & Ewell: Harvey Keogh, Tommy Williams, Ethan Nelson-Roberts, Zach Powell, Nick Inwugwu, Callum Wilson ©,
Ade Batula, Ash Snaddon, Jaan Stanley, Chester Clothier, Tino Carpene

Subs: Ollie Thompson for Inwugwu (61), Rory Edwards for Snaddon (78), Sirak Negathas for Carpene (88)

Report Source: www.eefconline.co.uk
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Epsom and Ewell High getting fitter
5 September 2023

Lifestyle Fitness and Bourne Education Trust have announced they will be working together to provide the leading sports
facilities at Epsom & Ewell High School to the local community.

Lifestyle Fitness will begin operations at the site from 1st September. Development of this facility will see Lifestyle
Fitness take over management of the existing sports amenities, which include outdoor pitches, tennis courts, a brand-new
sports hall, and even a sprinting track, whilst also developing a Lifestyle Fitness gym, studio space, and group fitness
classes. This combination of sports facilities, fitness suite and group exercise studios will make the club the perfect hub
for fitness and wellbeing for students, teachers, and the community.

“We’re so thrilled to be opening our 25th site and working in partnership with the Academy to provide these facilities to
the community” said Lifestyle Fitness Managing Director, James Lawrence. “The facility will be the perfect location for
the town’s fitness needs, whether it be to play football or tennis outdoors, or to take a group exercise class or get a
workout in at the gym.”

The facility, which is situated within Epsom & Ewell High School, forms part of the planned growth and development of
both Lifestyle Fitness and the Bourne Education Trust, who currently have a partnership at another school site, located at
The Matthew Arnold School in Staines. Students of all ages will benefit from use of the facility during the school day, with
the gym floor and sports facilities opening from 4:30pm for the wider community on weekdays, and 9:30am to 5:00pm on
weekends.

“After working with Lifestyle Fitness for many years at The Matthew Arnold School in Staines, I am delighted to welcome
them to Epsom & Ewell High School to manage the sports facilities on our behalf.” said R. Davey, Bourne Education Trust
Sports Director. “I look forward to seeing the benefit this will have on the local community and surrounding areas in the
coming months. We have collaborated with numerous schools and educational trusts over the last forty years.”

James continued. “Their positions as vital hubs in the local community that connect students, teachers, parents, and the
wider town allow us to do what we do best: create healthier and more active communities, with a focus on well-being.
With facilities like these, we can take fitness and wellness to an even wider audience in the local area.”

You can follow lifestylefitness.co.uk/club/epsom for any more information and updates on the club’s progress. Anyone
wishing to join the club ahead of its opening can also do so now online, with memberships from as low as £14.99 per
month when using the promotional code ‘EARLYBIRD’.

Morgan Kimbel

Brawling Bowling Club reprieved
5 September 2023

The “level of violence and hostility” during a mass brawl inside a Surrey bowling club was unlike anything a serving police
officer had ever experienced before, they have claimed.

A fight involving about 30 people erupted at the Old Dean Bowls Club in Camberley last April with officers arriving to
scenes of people having their eyes gouged, women knocked on conscious, men slumped in corners with life threatening
head wounds and shattered glass all over bloodied carpets.

The officers were called out at 10.55pm and could hear “screams, shouts and smashing glasses coming from the building”.
The details came from Surrey Police officer witness statements read as part of a Tuesday, July 5, Surrey Heath Borough
Council licensing sub committee review into the club.

One said that as they got out of their cars they saw “around five people have been running from the building or sat down
nearby crying or with injuries. A woman has been holding another female up partially as I have walked towards the door,
she has shouted ‘you need to go in there now’.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-and-ewell-high-getting-fitter
https://www.lifestylefitness.co.uk/club/epsom
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/brawling-bowling-club-reprieved
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“A male has said something similar next to another female in a vehicle shouting ‘don’t go, you’ll  be lambs to the
slaughter’.” The officer added: “The level of violence and hostility upon entry was something I have never experienced
before.”

Another officer said they were warned by a female who “genuinely seemed concerned” they would be vastly outnumbered,
that it was “f*g carnage in there”.

The sub-committee had already seen a lengthy clip of CCTV footage of what the police called an “utterly disgraceful
scene”. The committee was hearing evidence brought by Surrey Police recommending the club lost its licence. Others
argued it should be give a reprieve as it played an important role in the community – particularly as a bowls club but also
in more wider terms.

Trefor Hogg, Surrey County Councillor for Camberley East said at the meeting revenue concerns pushed the club to host
more events and that without the bar takings the club would find it difficult to remain open. He said the club, the town’s
only secular meeting place, played a critical role in the community – which he described as an area of deprivation.

The venue, he said, is used for NHS sessions and job fairs as well as by Surrey Heath Borough Council for consultations.

Cllr Shaun Garrett  Councillor, Conservative group leader at Surrey Heath, said, there was “no getting around the
incident” –  that  the brawl failed the the four pillars  of  licensing;  prevention of  crime and disorder,  public  safety,
prevention of public nuisance and protecting children. But he argued that the club was a “really important community
space”. He said: “If the licence was revoked for even a short period of time the club would fold and once it’s shut it will
never open again.”

The committee also heard that the club’s chairperson had since resigned and replaced with a new board that would put in
strict rules to prevent any repetition of the night. The club also runs as a private members bar that hosts functions. The
committee heard many functions were increasingly attended by non-members.

Licence hold Chris Turner, acknowledged the failings of the club and pledged to make changes to it’s rules, including
appointing new officers to run the club, bar staff training and apply for personal licences for at least two of the committee
members.

After a break to discuss the evidence committee chairperson, Councillor Valerie White, said the panel would: “Suspend
the licence for a minimum of 28 days so that the mandatory steps can be taken and the club reopened with trained staff
and new policies in place all proposals as per the club’s submissions…with the following amendments and additions.”

She said the club would need to have two members gain certification in order to carry out risk assessments for any
functions held and to act as door supervisors if needed.

A signing-in book is to be used at all times to keep record of those attending functions, members and non-members, and
that the club joins and becomes an active member of the pub–watch scheme.

Any children must be accompanied by an adult and no children under 12 after 9pm are allowed in the club. All staff who
serve alcohol are to be trained every six months with written records kept.

A spokesperson for Surrey Police said they were called out to the Old Dean Bowling Club in Camberley on Friday, April 14
at around 10.50pm following reports of 30 people fighting.

A 32-year-old man, a 29-year-old woman, a 33-year-old man, a 45-year-old man and a 38-year-old man were all arrested on
suspicion of violent disorder. All have been bailed while the investigation continues.

Derby disrupter doesn’t quite go down
5 September 2023

Ben Newman ran onto the Epsom racecourse seconds after the starter gates opened on the 3rd June 2023 Derby flat-race.
Though the horses were still out of sight by the time several security and police officers dragged him off in front of the
Grandstand, his act was prosecuted as a public nuisance.

Appearing in custody before Recorder David Ockelton at Guildford Crown Court he was sentenced today (6th July).

The court heard from Wendy Cottee prosecuting that it was only the swift action of security and police that ensured the
race itself proceeded undisturbed. Nevertheless, it was clear from video and audio footage that many members of the
public were “seriously annoyed”. She also told the court that Newman had sent an appeal on social media calling for a
large number of sympathisers of “Animals Rising” to join him in his protest. An appeal the Judge commented had not been
successful.

Defending Mr Nick Goss said that Newman was passionate and well intentioned. He did not intend to create danger but

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/derby-disrupter-doesnt-quite-go-down
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only to protest. His time in custody since 3rd June had been a “salutary lesson” and caused him to reflect on his actions.

Newman has been arrested over the last year in connection with various sporting events and was on bail with a condition
not to attend public sporting events on 3rd June. Mr Goss stated that none of these investigations had led to any criminal
charges.

The Judge said to Newman “The proud liberties of our constitution have limits – you went beyond those limits. There was
a clear danger to police and security. You could not predict how long it would take them to remove you.”

“The offence is serious with a maximum of 10 years. However, I will make the sentence as short as possible. It will be 18
weeks and it will be suspended for 2 years.”

The court ordered Newman to undertake 80 hours community service and to pay costs of £1800 and a victim surcharge of
£126.

Residents’  complaints  about  anti-protester
measures ahead of  Derby
5 September 2023

Epsom Derby organisers faced an “awful lot of complaints” from residents as they put up fencing and closed footpaths to
minimise disruption caused by Animal Rising protesters. The activists had made clear before the event they planned to
disrupt this year’s Derby, and one did make it to the track.

The Jockey Club,  which owns Epsom racecourse  among others, applied for an injunction ahead of the event on
Saturday, June 3.

It also asked a special meeting of the Epsom and Walton Downs Conservators, held behind closed doors just days
before the event, for permission to put up 4,000 metres of fencing across the Downs and suspend footpaths.

Simon Durrant, representing the Jockey Club at a meeting of the Conservators held on Monday (June 19), spoke of his
“disappointment” at the fencing having to go up and that organisers were “constantly fearing the worst”. But he said due
to the “unique” nature of the Epsom Downs, organisers quickly realised “it wasn’t about avoidance it was about how we
were going to react to it”.

Mr Durrant set out the challenges ahead of this year’s event and addressed “frustrations” residents may have had. Adding
that he knew there would be councillors at the meeting who had heard from residents about their “frustrations and
disappointment” he called it a “different and difficult” event this year.

He said: “It was made even more difficult because, for obvious reasons, we didn’t want to communicate why we were
putting fencing up, why we were suspending the footpaths. We didn’t want to give the protesters too much information
before that Saturday morning. We’ve had comments in from residents as well.”

He told the meeting that the Jockey Club had seen what the protesters were capable of when they disrupted the Grand
National at Aintree in April. He said there were three types of protesters, the “really pleasant” peaceful protesters outside
the grounds, those “intent on causing a scene in and around the racecourse” and then those who were trying to gain
access to the racetrack.

Councillor Bernice Froud (Residents’ Association, Woodcote and Langley Vale) thanked Mr Durrant for the explanation
of the security issues. She said: “I did have an awful lot of complaints where I think people just didn’t quite understand
what was happening. I fully understand that none of us in this room that knew about it could really publicise that. So I
think it’s really helpful that you’ve actually explained in detail what the reasoning was, and I hope that goes some way to
actually reassuring the residents.”

At the meeting it was also confirmed that no working royals attended the Derby, and that as the late Queen Elizabeth II
used to attend in a private capacity, it was not something that was “naturally be passed along” through the family.

Mr Durrant pointed to other complications across the weekend, including train strikes, and the FA Cup final between
Manchester United and Manchester City that was played at Wembley on the same day.
He told the meeting: “Two Manchester clubs, playing in London. It was great for the Manchester United fans because
most of them live in London.”

With an event that he said gets “better and better every year”, Mr Durrant said of the Derby weekend: “As ever, in
general, a fantastic, iconic event that puts Epsom on the map again.”
Image: Preparations for the Queen\’s Jubilee celebrations underway on the Hill seen from the Epsom Downs Racecourse. Credit: LDR Emily Coady-Stemp

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/residents-complaints-about-anti-protester-measures-ahead-of-derby
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/residents-complaints-about-anti-protester-measures-ahead-of-derby
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Should have gone to the Surrey Youth Games?
5 September 2023

On Saturday, children in Epsom & Ewell who took part in the 2023 Specsavers Surrey Youth Games and their families
came together to celebrate the Games at the Surrey Sports Park in Guildford. Around 70 children from Epsom & Ewell
aged 7–16 took part in the Games this year, having a go at a fun across a range of activities – from boccia, boxing and
street basketball to judo and rugby, all at no charge.

The Specsavers Surrey Youth Games is the biggest multi-sport youth programme of its kind in the south east. The Games
were open to all but were actively promoted to encourage those who might not normally get the chance to join a sports
club or are otherwise inactive. 

The Games would not have been possible without the 12 young ambassadors who helped promote them in their schools,
encouraging young people to find out more and sign up to take part.

Councillor Clive Woodbridge, (RA Ewell Village) Chair of the Community and Wellbeing Committee said “We were
overjoyed to see so many children from Epsom & Ewell take part in the Specsavers Surrey Youth Games this year.

“We know that building positive habits in early life is vital for the long-term health of our children and the Games are a
great way for children who may not previously have had access to some of these sports to join in and have fun taking part.

I was honoured to meet the young ambassadors who volunteered their time to help promote the Games to their peers
earlier in the year while I was serving as Mayor of Epsom & Ewell and was delighted to see the positive outcome of their
efforts this weekend.”

The Specsavers Surrey Youth Games were coordinated by Active Surrey and sponsored by Specsavers.

Anyone for tennis? If you pay.
5 September 2023

Plans to introduce fees to Epsom and Ewell Borough’s currently free of charge tennis courts are underway, after
several proposals were agreed upon by councillors at a meeting of the Environment Committee on Tuesday (13th June
2023). The plans will rely on the approval of a £20,000 grant from the Lawn Tennis Association (LTA) to cover the cost
of a new gating and booking system.

The proposed fees start at £6 per court per hour with a maximum 5 people £40 household annual subscription available
allowing for free bookings of up to 2 hours days. A 50% discount on the subscription is proposed for those in receipt of
low-income benefits. Proposals would see the courts bookable three days in advance for those wishing to pay for a single
session and up to seven days in advance for subscribers.

Proposed tennis  court  hourly  costs:  Ad hoc cost  all  courts  £6.00.  Additional  cost  for  floodlit  courts  £6.00.  Annual
household subscription costs £40.00 and £20 for those in receipt of low- income benefits.

Income generated from the booking fees would be set aside solely for court maintenance, in line with recommendations
agreed upon by the Committee.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/should-have-gone-to-the-surrey-youth-games
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/anyone-for-tennis-if-you-pay
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Professional coaches will be required to book specific coaching slots and be prohibited from using regular ad-hoc or
subscription booking services.

The report put forward to the Committee said that: “The agreement will ensure that court availability for casual play is
protected, the core purpose of the parks. This will include restricting the coaching providers to a defined total number of
hours to deliver the programme and ensuring that there is always a certain number of courts available for casual play.” 

Coaches will also be required to provide a one-hour free community coaching session each week as part of their booking
agreement.  

If the LTA grant is approved, Epsom and Ewell Borough Council would be required to pay a £2,380 annual subscription
for a 5-year period to cover the cost of servicing and maintaining the gates and online booking system. 

The LTA has estimated the uptake annual subscriptions in the borough to be £1400 with annual income generated from
the courts estimated at £27,107. 

The Council currently provides and maintains 12 public tennis courts across the borough at 5 sites which are currently
available free of charge to recreational players.

 Alexandra Recreation Ground, Alexandra Road (three courts) 
 Court Recreation Ground, off Pound Lane (three courts) 
 Poole Road Recreation Ground, Poole Road (two courts) 
 Gibraltar Recreation Ground, West Street (two courts) 
 Auriol Park, Salisbury Road (two courts)

The report put forward to the Committee describes the current lack of service charge as a “missed opportunity for income
generation.” 

It also expresses concern for a delay in action stating that: “if we don’t pursue this opportunity the funding pot available
will be depleted and an opportunity to implement the gate system to help the sustainability of our tennis courts will be
missed.” 

The date for implementation of the new gates and booking system is currently estimated for September 2023.
Image: kance CC BY 2.0

Police maintain order at Epsom Derby Festival
5 September 2023

Surrey Police successfully carried out one of its biggest policing operations at the Epsom Derby Festival at the weekend
(2 and 3 June).

The event, which took place at Epsom Downs Racecourse, began with Ladies Day on Friday, 2 June, followed by the Derby
Day on Saturday, 3 June. The two-day event saw tens of thousands of attendees across the two days, as well as millions of
spectators watching from around the globe.

Officers and staff from Surrey Police and Sussex Police were involved in the large-scale operation, with planning having
taken place throughout the year to ensure that we were able to help keep the public safe.

Specialist teams worked to support officers on the ground, including firearms, intelligence and drone operators.

A total of 39 arrests were made over the course of the two days. Thirty-one of these arrests were made in connection with
planned criminal activity at the Epsom Derby Festival, including two women who were quickly detained moments before
they were able to get onto the track. Thirty have since been released on bail pending further enquiries. 

Ben Newman, 32, of Homerton High Street in Hackney, has been charged with causing public nuisance. He has been
remanded and is due to appear at Guildford Magistrates’ Court tomorrow (Monday, 5 June).

Chief Superintendent Clive Davies, who was in charge of the policing operation for the Epsom Derby, said: “Each year
we look forward to keeping the public safe at one of Surrey’s biggest events. In our 24th year of policing the Epsom
Derby, we are pleased to say we were able to do just that.

“I am incredibly proud of every single officer, staff member and volunteer who worked in the run-up to the event and at
the event itself. They played a vital role in protecting the public and preventing and responding to criminality.

“We absolutely support people’s rights to peacefully protest, but we differentiate between this and unacceptable criminal
behaviour.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/kentmercurio/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/police-maintain-order-at-epsom-derby-festival
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“We were one of a number of organisations involved in planning and implementation of this multi-agency operation, and I
would like to thank the event organisers and our partner agencies for their support and commitment to delivering a safe
event.”

(Surrey Police press release ends)

The BBC reported:

“A man was seen being bundled to the floor by police and security guards during the opening seconds of the prestigious
race. He was quickly removed from the course while being jeered by spectators. The race was unaffected.

The protest went ahead despite the Jockey Club, which runs the event, being granted a court injunction prohibiting the
group Animal Rising from disrupting it. The group had publicly threatened to stop the main race going ahead, saying it
wanted to raise awareness about animal rights.

Mr Newman was one of 31 people arrested in connection with the planned protests, including 12 on the racecourse
grounds and 19 during a pre-emptive operation in the hours before it began.

Surrey Police said two women were arrested after being “quickly detained moments before they were able to get on to the
track”.

Mr Newman is the only protester to face a charge so far. The remaining 30 people have been released on bail pending
further inquiries, police said.”

A Derby story for Epsom’s famous races
5 September 2023

No racing follower of the Epsom Derby forgets Mill Reef. What he achieved on the racecourse was extraordinary but
there was something else about Paul Mellon’s champion, the way he was, that grew his following.

Julian Wilson, the BBC TV’s long-time presenter, not an obvious romantic, wrote that “to know him was to love him,”
which is what his trainer Ian Balding and groom John Hallum did.

Mellon bred Mill Reef at his Rokeby Farm in Virginia and named him after an exclusive club next to his winter home in
Antigua. A committed Anglophile, the inheritor of a banking fortune and one of the richest men in America, Mellon chose
to send Mill Reef to Balding’s Kingsclere yard, near Newbury.

The new arrival was on the small  side but neat,  compact perfection, with a strikingly easy, athletic action and an
endearing temperament. It did not take long for those close to Mill Reef to be in awe of him. For the two-year-old’s first
piece of work, in February 1970, Balding told Hallum to lead his group of four colts and then go a half-stride faster. When
Mill Reef drew effortlessly clear of his hard pressed companions, Balding assumed that Hallum had gone too fast and told
him his instructions were to just canter. “Guv’nor, I was only cantering.”

Another piece of work before Mill Reef’s debut at Salisbury in May produced another astonishing display. Yet impressive
work at home is not always repeated on the racecourse; it was by Mill Reef. At Salisbury he brushed aside Fireside Chat,
the 9-2 on favourite, who had recently won impressively at Newmarket. Mill Reef then won the Coventry Stakes at Royal
Ascot by eight lengths.  Uneasy about running him in the Gimcrack Stakes at  York on heavy ground, Balding was
persuaded by Mellon to run, and Mill Reef sauntered to a 10 length victory.

He rounded off his juvenile season by winning the Dewhurst Stakes impressively, by four lengths. Those were not ordinary
victories. Mill Reef, readily identifiable in Mellon’s familiar black colours with a gold cross, and wearing a sheepskin
noseband, made mincemeat (see curiosity 2) of his rivals and merited adoration from his fans.

Balding believed that Mill Reef was “an out-and-out two-year-old performer,” rather than one likely to flourish as he
matured. There were plenty of examples of top class two-year-olds overtaken by less precocious horses but Mill Reef was
a regular surprise.

The 1971 2000 Guineas was billed as a duel between the good little one – Mill Reef – and the good big one, the unbeaten
My Swallow, who had narrowly bettered Mill Reef in the previous year’s Prix Robert Papin. At Newmarket, both were
beaten  by  Brigadier  Gerard.  My Swallow had  a  disappointing  season  but  Mill  Reef  and  Brigadier  Gerard  proved
themselves outstanding champions. While Brigadier Gerard was dominant at up to 10 furlongs, Mill Reef dismissed doubts
about his stamina by sweeping up the Derby, Eclipse Stakes, King George VI and Queen Elizabeth Stakes and Prix de l’Arc
de Triomphe.

As Balding observed, “Horses that win races like he did as two-yearolds don’t go on to be one and a half mile horses, and
win the Derby. That was the phenomenon. The further he went, the faster he went. It was quite extraordinary.” Mill Reef

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/a-derby-story-for-epsoms-famous-races
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started 1972 by strolling away with the Prix Ganay but then struggled to beat Homeric in the Coronation Cup, after which
he succumbed to a virus. After a number of minor setbacks Mill Reef started his preparation for the Arc when, on 30
August, disaster struck.

In Balding’s autobiography, Making The Running: A Racing Life (2004), he recalled the sad episode and its aftermath. As
Mill Reef came to the end of a fine piece of work, he was suddenly to be seen standing on three legs, with Hallum beside
him. When Balding reached them, Hallum said, “Guv’nor, I am sure he has broken his leg – I heard a terrible crack.”

It got worse. When vet Barry Williams examined the near fore leg, he told Balding, “It feels like a bag of marbles.” Mellon,
a likeable, modest and thoughtful man, according to Balding “the best owner any trainer could ever have,” reacted to the
news by asking how Hallam was. A room at Balding’s yard was converted into an operating theatre and Jim Roberts,
assisted by Tony Ward, carried out a seven hour operation. Mill Reef’s afflicted leg was put in a full length plaster cast,
with iron splints made by farrier Tom Reilly. Fortunately, Mill Reef was an amenable patient.

The room would be his residence for several months, adorned by cards from well wishers, until he was eventually moved
to the National Stud. There Mill Reef became an outstanding stallion, his offspring including Derby winners Shirley
Heights (1978) and Reference Point (1987). Mill Reef, a Derby winner himself in 1971, ridden by G. Lewis, died in 1986,
aged 17.

David Ashworth

About the Author:



Current

© 2021-2026. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd.
Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY

14

If you enjoyed this extract, his latest book, Ashforth’s Curiosity of Horseracing looks at the people, events, horses,
trainers, owners and jockeys that shaped the Sport of Kings. Twice voted Horserace Writer of the Year, he worked for The
Sporting Life and Racing Post and, in the USA, was a columnist for the Racing Times and Daily Racing Form.

Ashforth’s Curiosity of Horseracing (Merlin Unwin Books) hardback £20 available online or from your local bookshop.

“Long-live” the Salts. Crowned with promotion.
5 September 2023

Epsom & Ewell FC 2-1 Wick FC. Southern Combination League – Division One Playoff Final. Saturday 6th May 2023.

Thirty years to the day after our final first team match at West Street, we made our final bow at Fetcham Grove but in
much happier circumstances, as our 2-1 win over Wick ensured us of promotion back to Step Five for the first time since
the dark days of our Centenary relegation season of 2017/18.

The pressure was on. Our second place finish and subsequent home advantage for the playoffs had made us favourites
and we had come through a nervy encounter against Selsey just seven days previously. How would we fare against Wick?
Well,  it  was never going to be a comfortable afternoon for an Epsom supporter (but then, did anyone expect any
different!) and the match will only live long in the memory for three things. 1) Two wonderful strikes from Jaevon Dyer. 2)
A horrible challenge on Dyer in the closing seconds. 3) The significance of what has been achieved with this result, with a
return to the Combined Counties League appearing nailed on and the challenges that will bring, including another trip to
face Jersey Bulls.

Of course playoff finals are rarely of high quality; they are all about the occasion and the performance means nothing
whatsoever without the result, so our players deserve a lot of credit. After being hauled back to 1-1 and with momentum
appearing to be slipping away, they turned the contest around and finished worthy winners in the end.

An attendance of 384; our largest at home since our final League match at West Street in April 1993 when Aldershot
Town supplied a large number of the 1,087 present that day, gathered in the pouring rain to see whether we could clinch
promotion. The visitors brought a group of people with them who certainly contributed to the atmosphere at the Leisure
Centre end of the ground, and how Wick must wish that they followed them on a regular basis!

We took the field with just two changes from our win against Selsey with Kevin Moreno-Gomez coming in for Johnny
“Sonic” Akoto and Lewis Pearch starting ahead of Jamie Byatt. The opening exchanges were fairly tame as both clubs
settled into the occasion, with the Wick drummer setting a beat for the match which started to take on a carnival
atmosphere as the rain began to relent.

The first chance of the match came our way in the 11th minute after a clever pass inside the defender to Pearch who bore
down on goal, only to be denied by a fantastic save from Keelan Belcher who just got a leg to the low shot, diverting the
ball a couple of feet wide of the goal. Belcher was then required to punch the ball away under pressure from Dylan
Merchant seconds later, but the next real action came just after the twenty minute mark with a snap shot from Dave
Crouch that Tom Theobald dealt with fairly comfortably.

The game was meandering a little if I’m honest until it all changed in the 31st minute when Athan Smith-Joseph got down
the left wing. His cross went beyond everyone but was collected by Dyer, almost out on the touchline and he beat two
men, before cutting onto his right foot and drilling the ball, via a faint deflection, low past Belcher at his near post. It was
a superb strike and on a wet day, the ball skidded through at quite a pace before nestling in the net and justifying in one
instant why I love standing behind the goal we attack, even if it was difficult to hear yourself speak at times, something
that doesn’t often happen at Epsom games!

Smith-Joseph tried his luck five minutes later with Gideon Acheampong, making his 100th appearance for the Salts,
providing a great overlap, but the shot was weak and wide. The game then seemed to take on a strange pattern with our
boys unsure of whether to push forward for a second goal, and Wick then began to hold a greater share of the possession
for a while, although were rarely threatening with it until the final seconds of the half when Theobald palmed away a
stinging drive from distance from Sam Connolly.

The rain started again as the players came out for the second half, but the pattern of passiveness continued. We didn’t
seem to know whether to stick or twist although Moreno-Gomez was notably getting forward more and his perfect centre
was missed completely by the incoming Pearch just six yards out just five minutes into the second period! Theobald was
out to clear a long ball shortly afterwards but as the half progressed, we seemed happy enough to allow the visitors to
retain the ball more; a tactic that is obviously not without risk. Additionally, Acheampong began to see more and more of
the ball on his side, but without any help as two players often appeared on his flank and from one of these attacks, we had
a close escape when a deep cross was headed over at the far post.

Our Manager Matt Chapman clearly noticed this development and we made a substitution with the ageless Byatt coming
on for Smith-Joseph and Pearch moving out to the right, presumably to help out on that flank where required, but before

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/long-live-the-salts-crowned-with-promotion
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the new plan had really settled in the visitors were level as a harmless looking ball in from the Wick left wasn’t claimed by
anyone and Theobald had to come out for the ball and was adjudged to have clipped Aaron Tester in the penalty area. It
certainly looked like a penalty to me, but people nearer the incident weren’t convinced. Either way though Connolly
stepped up and clinically beat Theobald from the spot in the 66th minute. It’s hard to pin any blame onto any one
individual  here,  especially  from  eighty  yards  away,  so  it’s  probably  best  to  describe  this  one  as  a  defensive
miscommunication!

Of course, it is easy to make light of it now, but at the time, this was a concerning development. We had surrendered any
momentum we had built up and would effectively have to go out and win the match once again. Dyer was a constant thorn
in their sides though and was clumsily brought down on the edge of the area, but out wide, from where Gavin Quintyne’s
free kick went straight through the wall and struck the inside of Belcher’s right hand post, flying across the six yard box
and away. Dyer was continuing to receive some rough treatment and found himself on the deck in the area a few minutes
later, but fortunately was able to continue after treatment.

Byatt then struck at Belcher from twenty yards as we began our push for the finish line before the key moment of our
season occurred in the 82nd minute. For anyone who had missed the first goal, Dyer kindly produced a carbon copy for
his second, collecting the ball out on the left wing, beating two men once again and then cutting onto his right foot before
drilling the ball in at the near post. Belcher got a glove to the ball, but to be fair the shot was much too powerful and
accurate and we were ahead again, this time to stay.

It was all down to game management now and we saw out the final minutes without any defensive worries, although there
was still time for controversy as we caught Wick on the break and Dyer nicked the ball past Marshall Ball, only to find
himself the victim of an assault on the touchline with a horrible knee high lunge. Fortunately for Dyer he saw it coming
and wasn’t bearing any weight at the time of the challenge, or it could have been really serious and I am happy to report
that he is fine now. The referee had the red card out within seconds as our players then converged on the scene and the
obligatory scuffles followed, during which Nick Wilson received a red card. Both will now receive a three game suspension
at the start of the next season, but it does seem harsh that Wilson will receive the same punishment as Ball, because it
was a horrible foul; a dark red card, if there was such a thing.

Fortunately, the final couple of minutes were played out without further incident and after nearly six minutes of injury
time the final whistle confirmed our success. The players gathered together and blue flares were set off by the players on
the pitch as the celebrations began. It was quite a sight!

It’s been a tumultuous season with numerous changes to the Management and the squad for a number of reasons, some of
which were unnecessary. However, the players pulled us through and Dyer in particular will deserve his own chapter in
our club’s history as we now get a chance to establish ourselves back at Step Five once again, which was extremely
pivotal, maybe even to our entire existence as a club. The promotion means that we will now be entered back into the FA
Cup and the Senior County Cup and will hopefully herald the start of brighter times. Many issues remain at our club, but
these are all for another day.

Maybe the final word should go to our defender Steve Springett, who has suffered a broken ankle, a broken nose, a badly
dislocated thumb and various other injury concerns over his two seasons here, and described this season as “unfinished
business” after falling in the playoffs last season. Now at least he can say it is mission accomplished! Well done chaps!

Epsom  &  Ewell:  Tom  Theobald,  Gideon  Acheampong,  Kevin  Moreno-Gomez,  Nick  Wilson,  Steve  Springett,  Dylan
Merchant, Jaevon Dyer, Gavin Quintyne, Lewis Pearch, Jaan Stanley, Athan Smith-Joseph

Subs: Jamie Byatt for Pearch (64), Rory Edwards for Pearch (84), Thompson Adeyemi for Stanley (84)

Article here about the 30 years since Epsom and Ewell played at the West Street ground.

Playoff penalty points presage Premier promotion?
5 September 2023

Epsom and Ewell win 6-5 on penalties. Southern Combination League – Division One Playoff Semi-Final. Saturday 29th
April 2023.

Two good saves from Tom Theobald added to some well struck penalties were enough for us to edge past Selsey and into
a home playoff final against Wick next Saturday after a goalless ninety minutes at Fetcham Grove was followed by the
lottery of a penalty shootout.

On a sunny and thankfully dry day a crowd of just over 200, our largest for many years were present and it was good to
see a large contingent of former Epsom players watching the match. Of the ones I saw, from the 80s we had Mark
Norman, the 90s Paul Meredith and Jimmy Dack, while from more recent seasons we had Daryl Cooper-Smith and Rob
Hendry along with Dale Hanson-Byatt, Louis Chin and Jerry Antwi. In addition both of our former Managers from earlier
in the season Anthony Jupp and Liam Giles were also present. We almost had more players on the sideline than we had on
the pitch!

http://www.eefconline.co.uk/zarticle73.html
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/penalty-points-presage-premier-promotion
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It’s only fair to say that it was a very nervous and underwhelming contest at times. The match seemed to follow a regular
pattern for much of the game with our boys holding most of the possession but failing to really threaten Syd Davies in the
visitors goal. Selsey attacked from time to time, but not with the same frequency and the decision to give Johnny “Sonic”
Akoto the job of marking their danger man Shane Brazil out of the game was the main reason the visitors carried so little
threat, switching over with Gideon Acheampong whenever he switched wings. In fact, he’s probably still marking him
now!

As with most weeks we rotated the squad once again; at the back Sonic and Dylan Merchant came in for Lewis Pearch and
Alex Penfold, both of whom dropped to the bench. Nick Wilson came in for Rory Edwards, while Jaevon Dyer also returned
to the starting eleven at the expense of George Owusu and Jaan Stanley also started ahead of Thompson Adeyemi. It was a
strong looking line-up, but it was also a strong looking bench too and they would be needed as the match went on.

We started brightly with Stanley putting Athan Smith-Joseph through in the seventh minute, but his attempt to score
against the same opponents for the fifth successive game was well blocked for a corner. Next to try was Jamie Byatt
whose shot was also deflected wide. We won a lot of corners in this match, but we were lacking a bit of height in the
penalty area and we very rarely looked like having success from the set pieces against a well-marshalled Selsey defence.
In fact we only really had one opportunity when Stanley met a Steve Springett corner with a downwards header that was
cleared by a defender standing on the goal line right by the post.

Both Smith-Joseph and Dyer were asking a lot of questions of the visiting full backs, but there was very little in the way of
real service for Byatt to take advantage of. To be fair though, we were looking equally solid ourselves and when Akoto
broke down the left wing Brazil brought him down, earning the first yellow card of the match, although we would
eventually see two issued to each side.

Just after the half hour a lovely crossfield ball was taken in stride by Smith-Joseph, although his attempt to nick the ball
over Davies was blocked out for a corner and the closest we came in the half was when Akoto’s deep cross caught
everyone out and bounced out for a goal kick off the Selsey crossbar.

The pattern of the first half continued into the second and Dyer sent a header over the bar before Smith-Joseph sent a
shot goalwards for Davies to gather. But these were only half-chances really. In the 65th minute we had our first really
good opening after Stanley broke down the left and put in a superb cross. Davies had anticipated this and came out of
goal to cut out the cross, but it was so good that he was out of the picture, although the incoming Dyer then missed his
kick from eight yards with the goal gaping!

Selsey sent a reminder that they were still in this match with a low shot from Rocco Gamblin that went into our side
netting, but at this stage it was becoming a question of whether we would score or would have to go to penalties. With
just two minutes of normal time we should have rendered penalties redundant as substitute Lewis Pearch beat a man on
the right wing before running at goal and pulling the ball back nicely for Smith-Joseph, but he too then missed his kick
from just ten yards out! Five minutes of additional time couldn’t separate the teams and so we went straight to penalties.

This was our eleventh shoot out in club history (with just four wins from the previous ten) although it was our first since
the Covid affected season of 2020/21 when we had two in three days. This one was to be held at the Leisure Centre end,
which caused people a little surprise and led to a number of us having to get to the other end of the ground in rapid time!
We went first in the shootout, but it looked like that advantage wouldn’t count for much as Rory Edwards’ kick was saved
comfortably by Davies. Fortunately, Dillon North also produced an average penalty and Theobald went to his left and kept
it out.

Stanley was the second man up and if I’m honest, his spot kick wasn’t the greatest either. Davies went down to his right
to save, which he did, sending the ball flying up into the air. However, it hadn’t finished yet and it came down and spun
over the goal line just out of reach of the frustrated keeper! We took full advantage of this piece of fortune and wouldn’t
let that lead slip. Superb penalties from Gavin Quintyne, who had an excellent game, Kevin Moreno Gomez and Wilson
meant that we had scored four of our first five. However, Selsey also scored all of their remaining penalties so we were
locked at 4-4 and went to sudden death. At number six Dyer stepped up as the only member of the sixteen players on
show to have scored a penalty for us this season and his strike was unstoppable, although this was then answered equally
emphatically by Dale Hayes.

Captain Acheampong stepped up to put us 6-5 ahead with a solid penalty, leaving the pressure all on James Henton to
follow suit, and in truth his wasn’t a bad penalty, straight down the middle, Theobald originally went to his left but
reacted brilliantly to stick out a right leg, diverting the ball up onto the bar and away. We were through to the Playoff
Final!

In summary, over the course of the match we were the better side and we deserved the win, even if it had to go to
penalties before we could achieve it! Our final opponents this season will be Wick, who, like Selsey were beaten twice by
us in the regular season and were on the end of a 6-1 hiding at Fetcham Grove back in September. Something tells me
this next encounter will be a little closer!

So on Saturday 6th May we will say farewell to Fetcham Grove and hopefully also to Step Six football after five seasons at
this level. I know some important chap is getting a crown put on his head the same day and good luck to him, but
seriously, where would you rather be next weekend, the Abbey or the Grove?

Epsom & Ewell:  Tom Theobald,  Gideon  Acheampong,  Johnny  “Sonic”  Akoto,  Nick  Wilson,  Steve  Springett,  Dylan
Merchant, Jaevon Dyer, Gavin Quintyne, Jamie Byatt, Jaan Stanley, Athan Smith-Joseph

Subs: Lewis Pearch for Byatt (68), Kevin Moreno-Gomez for Akoto (79), Alex Penfold for Springett (80), Rory Edwards for
Penfold (86)
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