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Epsom and Ewell FC’s winning streak continues

15 April 2026

Epsom & Ewell signed off their league campaign in positive fashion with a narrow but well-earned 1-0 victory over Tadley
Calleva at Chalky Lane on 14th April.

With several changes to the starting line-up, the Salts were forced to adapt. Goalkeeper Kit Fletcher was absent through
injury, handing Faebian Witter a start, while Tom Collins dropped into central defence alongside stand-in captain Toby
Young and Prince Aderogba. In midfield, Ore Allen partnered Ryley Merrett, and up front Ali Fofahan and Karl Bailey led
the attack, with Brendan Murphy-McVey rested.

Epsom began on the front foot and looked the more purposeful side early on, but their rhythm was disrupted midway
through the first half when Collins was forced off with a groin injury. Leo Cunningham replaced him, prompting a
reshuffle in both personnel and shape. Despite the disruption, the hosts maintained the greater attacking intent, though
the sides went in level at the break.

The second half followed a similar pattern, with Epsom pressing for a breakthrough. Their best chance fell to Courtney
Swaby, whose powerful effort crashed back off the crossbar. The introduction of debutant Joshua Arthur in the 70th
minute injected fresh energy into the attack and would prove decisive.

With the match seemingly heading for a stalemate, a late error from the Tadley goalkeeper in the 89th minute handed
Arthur his moment. Reacting quickest, he calmly slotted into an empty net to seal victory and mark his debut in
memorable fashion.

The win secured a third consecutive home clean sheet and ensured Epsom & Ewell finished the season in 13th place.
Back-to-back victories against play-off-bound sides provided a strong finish and underlined clear progress compared to
last season.

Epsom and Ewell FC Media

Fleet of foot Epsom and Ewell FC speed to victory

15 April 2026

Epsom & Ewell made it back-to-back 3-0 home victories with an impressive and controlled performance against play-off
chasing Fleet Town at Chalky Lane on Saturday 11th April.

Facing a side now managed by a former Epsom boss, this result carried added satisfaction for the hosts. The Salts named
an unchanged squad but were forced into a late reshuffle when Kionte Gillfillian-Waul was delayed in arriving. Jason
Vincent stepped into the starting XI, while Callum O’Keeffe again showed his versatility by filling in at left-back, allowing
Tom Collins to move into midfield.

Epsom & Ewell started on the front foot, immediately putting Fleet under pressure and setting the tone for the match.
Their bright opening was rewarded in the 12th minute when Callum Wilson rose highest to meet a Brendan Murphy-
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McVey corner, powering a header into the net at the back post to give the hosts a deserved lead. The Salts continued to

dictate the play for the remainder of the first half, restricting Fleet’s chances while posing the greater attacking threat.

The second half followed a similar pattern, with Epsom & Ewell remaining organised and patient in possession. Their
control was eventually rewarded in the 74th minute when Jason Vincent doubled the advantage, producing a superb volley
from another Murphy-McVey delivery to give the hosts breathing space.

There was still time to add further gloss to the scoreline. In the 88th minute, substitute Ore Allen applied the finishing
touch, lifting a delicate low chip over the goalkeeper after a trademark mazy run from Courtney Swaby.

Three goals, three points and another clean sheet marked a superb home display and a statement victory against strong
opposition.

Epsom and Ewell FC Media

Alton altercation gives Epsom and Ewell FC 3 -0 win

15 April 2026

Epsom & Ewell FC secured their Step 5 status with a composed and disciplined 3-0 victory over Alton FC at Chalky Lane
on 7 April in the Combined Counties Premier Division South.

There were two changes from the side that faced Sutton Common Rovers. Tom Collins returned in place of Jason Vincent,
who dropped to the bench, while Ali Fofahan came into the starting line-up after missing the previous fixture due to travel
issues.

The first half produced few clear-cut chances, although the Salts controlled much of the play and looked the more assured
side in possession. Their best moments came through sustained pressure rather than individual openings. Alton’s only real
threat came just before the interval, forcing a scrambling clearance off the line and a save from Kit Fletcher. The sides
went in level at the break.

The second half belonged to the hosts. Their intent was clear from the restart, and the breakthrough came on 54 minutes.
Stefan Aiwone made a powerful run through midfield before being brought down just outside the area. Tom Collins’ free-
kick was blocked by the wall but fell kindly to Callum Wilson, who guided the ball home to give Epsom the lead.

From there, the Salts managed the game with maturity, restricting Alton to half-chances while steadily increasing the
pressure. The reward came late on. Courtney Swaby struck on 89 minutes to double the advantage before adding a
second moments later, finishing confidently from a Kionte Gillfillian-Waul through ball to seal the result.

A clean sheet, three goals and — most importantly — the points that mathematically guarantee survival. The victory lifts
Epsom & Ewell several places up the table, adding extra gloss to a night that felt like a turning point for the club.

Epsom and Ewell FC Media
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Stable Visit Opens Doors on Epsom Downs

15 April 2026

Residents were given a rare glimpse behind the scenes of one of Epsom’s most picturesque racing yards as a community
visit brought locals face-to-face with the daily life of a professional training stable.

Around 30 racing enthusiasts gathered on Epsom Downs for an exclusive morning at the yard of trainer George Baker,
with the early mist still hanging over the gallops as the visit began. The event was organised by Councillor Steven
McCormick, Chair of the Epsom Downs Conservators, with support from fellow Conservator Councillor Kim Spickett.

Guests were welcomed inside the stable gates for a guided tour led by Candida Baker, who offered an engaging insight
into the routines, challenges and traditions of the yard. The visit revealed not only the meticulous care given to each horse
but also the individual personalities that make up a working stable.

The highlight of the morning came as the group moved out to the fibre sand gallop, where they watched horses thunder
past at full speed. Standing trackside, visitors experienced first-hand the power and elegance that define training on the
Downs.

The visit also served as a reminder of the deep historical roots of horse racing in Epsom. Councillor Kim Spickett said the
morning demonstrated how local traditions continue to be preserved in active use, describing the stables as “living
museums” connecting the present to centuries of heritage.

Councillor McCormick added that events like this are about bringing the community closer to what makes Epsom unique,
highlighting the importance of maintaining a connection between residents and the Downs.

Further visits are already planned, with the next taking place at Michael Attwater’s yard on April 11th. Spaces are limited
and expected to fill quickly, with booking available via Eventbrite. A subsequent visit to Craig Benton’s yard is scheduled
for April 18th

Attwater Racing

.Q Date: April 11th

@ Location: Attwater Racing, Epsom

@ Host: Organised by Cllr Steven McCormick & Cllr Kim Spickett

How to Book:

Spaces are strictly limited and fill up fast. To secure your place for the April 11th visit
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1986793626219?aff=oddtdtcreator

Craig Benton - April 18th
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1986793958212?aff=oddtdtcreator

Contact: Councillor Steven McCormick stevenjmccormick@yahoo.co.uk
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Penalty Drama Caps Epsom Salts’ Triumph

15 April 2026

Epsom & Ewell FC 2 v Guildford City 1 - Combined Counties Premier Division South- 28th March -Spectrum Football
Ground

Epsom & Ewell went into the match knowing that victory would secure a finish above Guildford City and complete a
league double over their opponents — adding further importance to an already significant fixture. Kit Fletcher returned in
goal, while Jason Vincent came into the starting line-up in place of Craig Dundas, who moved to the bench, in what was
otherwise a settled side.

The Salts began brightly, moving the ball well and creating several promising attacking moments in the opening stages.
However, the rhythm of the game was disrupted by extreme weather conditions, with snow, hail and heavy rain all making
an appearance and turning it into a typically challenging afternoon.

A major moment came on 30 minutes when Antonios Nazareth suffered a serious fall that forced him to leave the field and
be taken to hospital. The incident understandably affected the tempo of the match, and neither side was able to establish
control before the interval, with the teams going in level at 0-0.

Epsom & Ewell emerged for the second half with renewed intent and made the breakthrough just two minutes after the
restart. Courtney Swaby finished well to give the Salts the lead, celebrating with his trademark flips and lifting the home
support.

The Salts continued to press and looked the more likely to add a second. Substitute Craig Dundas had a golden
opportunity late on to seal the game but was unable to convert, leaving the contest finely balanced heading into the
closing stages. Football, as ever, had a twist. Former Salts player Kallum Peart struck in the 88th minute to bring
Guildford City level and set up a tense finale.

Deep into stoppage time, in the seventh minute of added time, the referee pointed to the spot. Up stepped substitute Ali
Fofahan, who confidently converted the penalty to secure all three points for Epsom & Ewell. It was a match that had
everything — difficult conditions, a serious injury, late drama and a display of real character from the Salts. A deserved
and memorable victory.

Epsom and Ewell FC Media

Epsom’s Rainbow Centre former operators drive up
Leatherhead Leisure Centre visitor numbers

15 April 2026

BBC reports: Visitor numbers are booming at Leatherhead Leisure Centre on the back of major investment to rebuild the
site’s reputation, staffing, and facilities. GLL Leisure (former Rainbow Centre contractors) took over management of the
centre last year - which at the time had just three full-time staff. Knowing this would be a major issue, the company began
recruitment months before the contract took over - leading to it having full management staffing from day one. That, and
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investing “well over” what they bid on refurbishing the site, together with timetabling tweaks, has seen memberships soar
with almost double the amount of visits on last year.

The encouraging figures were presented by GLL Leisure staff to Mole Valley District Council’s March 24 external scrutiny
committee. The first phase had been to turn the ship and rebuild reputations. They said: “Leatherhead Leisure Centre had
a poor reputation under the previous leisure contractor in respect that the building had deteriorated - and the
preservation of the building was the first priority. We also wanted to make sure that we had enough staff to run the
building as previously there was a lack of staff. There were literally two lifeguards that we took on and one manager.”

So far the numbers have shown the effort has been worthwhile with memberships at Leatherhead at 4,600 - up 1,800 in
just a single year. Visitor numbers soared as well from 260,000 per year in 2024 to 508,000 last year. They believe a
similar approach at Dorking Leisure Centre - which GLL Leisure also run, should see similar results.

They added: “We knew Leatherhead was a destination many many years ago and we wanted to get that back. We invested
well over what we put in the bid but we had real confidence that it was going to work, and it really has. A lot of people
have come from private health clubs to come and use the leisure centre, as part of the new gym development so that’s a
real good indicator that people are coming back to public centres rather than spending over the top on private health club
provisions.”

Chris Caulfield LDRS

Image: Leatherhead Leisure Centre (Image Google)

Related reports:

Epsom’s Rainbow Leisure Centre Places new operators

Gold star at the end of the Rainbow

Pot of gold for Rainbow?

“It’s my meeting”: Cllr Dallen stops questions about his role in alleged Rainbow “cover-up”.

Epsom and Ewell Council transparency row erupts as council backs publication of urgent decisions

Cllr Dallen accused of £1/2 m Epsom & Ewell Council cover-up

GLL used to operate the Rainbow Centre but were replaced in October 2025 when Epsom and Ewell Borough Council
awarded the contract to Places Leisure. In the coming weeks Epsom and Ewell Times hopes to complete an investigative
report on circumstances surrounding the management contracts between Epsom and Ewell Borough Council and the
Rainbow Centre operators.

Epsom Stung by Late Blow as Salts Denied by
Handball Drama

15 April 2026

Epsom & Ewell FC 2 - Fleet Town FC 3. Combined Counties Premier League. Saturday 21st March. Easy as HGV Stadium.

The Salts were back in action for the fourth time in eight days, with another game looming on Tuesday, as they travelled
to Calthorpe Park. Kit Lawrence-Fletcher returned in goal after being rested for the midweek cup tie. Callum Wilson and
Antonios Nazareth came into central defence, replacing the ill Toby Young and Prince Aderogba, who dropped to the
bench. Callum O’Keeffe returned to central midfield with Ore Allen unavailable, while Tom Collins and Craig Dundas
completed a raft of changes to the starting line-up. Obasanjo Akinniranye was named among the substitutes, with Luke
Miller not in the squad.

Epsom & Ewell made an energetic start, creating early chances and forcing Fleet’s goalkeeper into action. Tom Collins
should have opened the scoring in the opening minutes when clean through, but delayed his shot and was closed down by
the keeper, who made a good save. The bright start was rewarded on 12 minutes when Courtney Swaby scored from a
cross-come-shot that travelled across the box to give the Salts a deserved lead.

Fleet responded quickly. Charlie Postance equalised on 19 minutes, and just three minutes later Savio Shan completed
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the turnaround, leaving the Salts trailing despite their positive opening.

The second half began in disappointing fashion, with Fleet adding a third goal within a minute of the restart. However,
Epsom & Ewell showed strong character and responded almost immediately. From a corner on 48 minutes, a goalmouth
scramble saw substitute Zak Shabir head the ball back into the six-yard box, where Stefan Aiwone forced it home to
reduce the deficit.

The Salts continued to press for an equaliser and maintained good attacking pressure throughout the half. Their efforts
were nearly rewarded at the death, but a clear handball appeal in the Fleet penalty area from the final action of the game
went unpunished by the referee, denying them a potential route back into the match.

Despite a committed performance, the Salts were left to rue a couple of soft goals and a key decision that went against
them. With teams around them picking up points, Tuesday’s trip to Chipstead and Saturday’s visit to Guildford City now
take on added importance in the push for the points needed to secure safety.

Epsom and Ewell FC Media

Junior golf booming at Epsom’s Horton Golf Park as
membership tops 300

15 April 2026

Junior golf is thriving in Epsom, with Horton Golf Park announcing that its junior membership has
now surpassed 300 young players.

The milestone reflects a steady rise in participation among local families, with the venue becoming an increasingly
popular destination for children and teenagers looking to take up the sport in a relaxed and accessible setting.

Set within the Horton Country Park estate, the facility offers a mix of golf opportunities suited to beginners and
developing players alike. Its two courses — a full-length 18-hole course and a shorter 9-hole layout — alongside a floodlit
driving range and practice areas, provide a flexible environment for juniors to learn and progress at their own pace.

The club’s efforts have been formally recognised, with Horton Golf Park designated as a Junior Hub by England Golf and
the UK Golf Federation. The status highlights its role in nurturing young talent and widening access to the game within
the community.

Golf Operations lead Phill Wilmer, who works closely with many of the club’s younger members, said the growth has been
striking.

“It’s fantastic to see so many young people enjoying golf and spending time at the club. Golf is a brilliant sport for
developing confidence, patience and social skills, and we’re proud to see so many local juniors embracing the game.”

General Manager Gareth Bullock echoed that sentiment, pointing to the strong family appeal of the venue.

“We’'re incredibly proud to now have more than 300 junior members. It’s great to see so many local children and families
choosing Horton Golf Park as a place to play golf and spend time together.”

Horton Golf Park has built its reputation on accessibility, offering affordable pay-and-play options alongside structured
coaching programmes and junior pathways. Its informal, family-friendly ethos contrasts with more traditional private
members’ clubs, helping to break down barriers often associated with the sport.

With numbers continuing to rise, the club says it is keen to expand opportunities for young players even further,
reinforcing its position as one of the borough’s key grassroots sporting hubs.

Further details about junior membership and coaching opportunities can be found on the club’s website.

Sam Jones - Reporter
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Epsom and Ewell FC’s first home game of 2026
drawn

15 April 2026

Epsom & Ewell FC 0 v Camberley Town FC 0 14th March, Chalky Lane, Chessington Combined Counties Premier League
We finally saw our first home game of 2026 at Chalky lane after a stop start preparation.

After several hours of work in the morning, the referee passed the pitch fit for play in the morning but then on arrival
required four further inspections. The club carried out additional work to make the surface playable, forcing kick off to be
delayed until 3:10pm.

Courtney Swaby came in for his debut in the number 10 position, with Callum O’Keeffe moving to right back and Ore
Allen back into centre midfield. Jason Vincent also returned to the club up top.

Both sides started brightly, with the Salts striking the crossbar early on through a long-range effort from Brendan
Murphy-McVey and could have had 3 or 4 goals in the first half an hour as Camberley arrived to park the bus.

The match then took a dramatic turn when a dangerous high boot saw Camberley’s Mo Black sent off, while the Salts
Stefan Aiwone suffered a serious head injury and had to be withdrawn. Luke Miller came on to make his 150th
appearance for the Salts. The score remained goalless at half-time.

In the second half, Epsom & Ewell made a series of changes to dry to find a way through Camberley’s obdurate defence
and keeper who was having a blinder.

Tom Smith was replaced by Ali Fofahan on 63 minutes then Anthony Nazareth made way for Karl Bailey on 74 minutes.
New signing Courtney Swaby was replaced by Ryley Merrett and captain Brendon Murphy McVey was substituted for Leo
Cunningham late on.

The Salts created several chances and had a strong penalty appeal, but despite their pressure—and the man
advantage—the match finished 0-0.

On the plus side another clean sheet in short order which will please the management, but the inability to turn chances
into goals remains a frustration. Teams around us in the league continue to slip up and provide some breathing space, but
The Salts will be looking to Tuesdays’ home match against Redhill as a chance to finally hit the back of the net.

We would also like to thank our mascots from BMM Sports Coaching and Epsom & Ewell Colts for your support; we hope
you enjoyed the afternoon!

Epsom and Ewell FC Media
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Horsham hold a win against Sutton & Epsom RFC

15 April 2026

Horsham 26 Sutton and Epsom 20. 7th March.

In November Horsham travelled to Rugby Lane and were victorious. The Black & Whites scored a late Kyren Ghumra try
to add to a Sam Lennie hat-trick and were indebted to a Freddy Bunting conversion to earn two bonus points in a 36-29
defeat.

On Saturday the Sussex club maintained their promotion push but were taken to the limit by a spirited Sutton and Epsom
side. After a game of intense commitment from all parties, Horsham secured a 26-20 win that included a vital four-try
bonus point.

Tom Lennard kicked off for Sutton and Epsom on a chilly afternoon at the splendid Coolhurst Ground as Ben Tame
celebrated his 50th league appearance for the Black & Whites.

Horsham looked to spread the ball wide from the outset. However, Declan Nwachukwu spilled the ball under pressure
from Jordan Huie to provide Sutton and Epsom with the first scrum in a most advantageous position near the 22.

Firstly Finlay Scott went close, then Josh Glanville was denied by a superb tackle from Archie Fox and, under intense
pressure, Horsham number eight George Howard was issued a yellow card. From the ensuing penalty hooker Sam Lennie
forced his way over for the opening try. Freddy Bunting split the uprights for a 7-0 lead for Sutton and Epsom.

Five minutes later Horsham were level. The hosts went on the attack and only determined defence prevented an instant
reply. Sutton and Epsom survived a line-out in the corner when the Sussex pack were penalised for crossing.

The next Horsham attack proved more constructive. Taking advantage of defensive miscommunication near halfway, Tom
Johnson made the decisive break and passed to supporting scrum-half Aaron Linfield, who scored. Caleb Raubenheimer
added the extras to make it 7-7 after a thrilling opening ten minutes.

Despite the best intentions of both teams, it took another twenty minutes before the next score. Sutton and Epsom tackled
relentlessly against opponents determined to move the ball wide, while Horsham thwarted the visitors’ best efforts with
excellent jackling.

Sterling Sutton and Epsom defence had already seen the hosts held up over the line. Eventually, similar to Sutton and
Epsom’s opening score, Horsham crossed from close range following a penalty when their pack would not be denied.
Raubenheimer converted to give the hosts a 14-7 lead.

There was an anxious moment for Sutton and Epsom when Horsham threatened to extend their lead but a promising
attack ended in the 22 with poor execution. Sutton and Epsom countered when Gareth O’Brien burst into the 22 and
passed to Joe Lovatt, who was wrapped up by the cover defence.

Sutton and Epsom were brought back for a penalty as the tackle on O’Brien was judged too high. Freddy Bunting calmly
took the three points to reduce the deficit to 14-10.

However, the intensity of the contest claimed its first Sutton and Epsom casualty as Finlay Scott was forced off with a
hamstring injury. Sutton and Epsom reshuffled their lineup, with Josh Rea moving into the backs as Josh Glanville
returned after earlier being replaced by Ben Tame.

The half ended with no further scoring but Sutton and Epsom’s revamped XV were pressing hard to regain the lead. It had
been a highly entertaining opening period played at a frenetic pace, with both defences showing a strong appetite for the
physical contest.

In such a demanding encounter, fatigue on the fast surface looked likely to become a factor in the second half. Sutton and
Epsom suffered another setback at the interval when hooker Dan Jones was forced off after aggravating a shoulder injury.
Tom Boaden came on to start the second half.

Sutton and Epsom fight back

Sutton and Epsom began the second half with real purpose. Sam Lennie went agonisingly close to a second try but the
referee, unsighted, awarded Horsham a drop-out after ruling the hooker had been held up over the line.

Undeterred, Sutton and Epsom stormed back through a weaving run from Jordan Huie. Their pressure resulted in a
penalty directly in front of the posts, and captain Freddy Bunting reduced the deficit to a single point at 13-14.
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Perhaps stung by their shrinking lead, Horsham increased the pressure but squandered an excellent opportunity with an
uncharacteristically poor pass.

A solid Sutton and Epsom scrum then provided the platform for a familiar Rob Hegarty surge from number eight to relieve
pressure. However, Horsham earned a turnover penalty through another excellent jackal.

Declining the shot at goal, Horsham kicked to the corner and were rewarded when Caleb Raubenheimer scored their third
try. The fly-half showed both composure and strength to cross despite defenders hanging off him. The conversion from the
touchline missed but Horsham led 19-13 with half an hour remaining.

Sutton and Epsom responded with determination. Another Sam Lennie run earned a scrum deep in Horsham territory and
a penalty forced the hosts back to their line.

Horsham produced their best defensive set of the afternoon. The Sutton and Epsom forwards were initially repelled and
when the backs joined the attack they too were stopped, with Sutton and Epsom again held up over the line.

The Sussex side countered immediately but Sutton and Epsom’s pack won a relieving penalty after wheeling a scrum five
metres from their own line.

The relentless nature of the contest was beginning to show as medical teams were increasingly required and several
players on both sides carried knocks.

Late drama

The heroic defensive efforts were finally broken in the closing five minutes. Sutton and Epsom had repelled another
Horsham attack before the hosts mistakenly kicked a penalty dead rather than securing a five-metre line-out.

From the restart the dangerous Declan Nwachukwu gathered the ball with space and ran it back superbly. The winger
reached the 22 before passing to Tom Sanders, who ran in under the posts. Raubenheimer converted to give Horsham a
26-13 lead and secure their bonus point.

If anyone thought that try had finished Sutton and Epsom, they were quickly proven wrong.

With time added on and several Horsham players struggling with injuries, Sutton and Epsom launched a final assault.
From a five-metre line-out they earned a penalty and this time powered over, with Rob Hegarty emerging as the scorer.

Freddy Bunting produced a superb touchline conversion to secure a bonus point for Sutton and Epsom, closing the gap to
26-20.

Sutton and Epsom were not finished and launched one last attack, with Adam Bibby running dangerously through the
Horsham defence. The Black & Whites earned a line-out inside the Horsham 22 with the final play of the game.

Seconds later the Sussex side forced a knock-on and the referee’s whistle ended a compelling contest.

Promotion race tightens

Round 19 confirmed Regional 2 South East as effectively a two-horse race between Sidcup and Brighton, although
Horsham are now just one win away from the play-offs and a chance to return to Level 5 at the first attempt.

The hosts combined attacking flair with thunderous tackling and crucial turnovers. It was a credit to Sutton and Epsom
that the final whistle was greeted by the home side with both joy and relief.

The physical nature of the match took a heavy toll on both squads, who will welcome a rest weekend before the league
resumes on 21 March.

Sutton and Epsom will host Canterbury Pilgrims while Horsham travel to Balmoral Avenue to face Beckenham.

Sutton and Epsom

O’Brien, Scott, Bibby, Bunting (capt), Huie, Lennard, Lovatt, Lennie, Jones, Howes, McTaggart, Glanville, Pulvirenti, Rea
and Hegarty.
Replacements: Boaden, Tame, Gerhard.

Horsham

Fox, Grogan, Sanders (capt), Johnson, Nwachukwu, Raubenheimer, Linfield, Osgood, Tredgett, Kilfeather, Denhart,
Endacott, Smith, McLoughlin and Howard.
Replacements: Powell, Thompson and Knowles.

John Croysdill
Photo credit Robin Kennedy
Next fixture: Saturday 21st March: Sutton & Epsom v Canterbury II
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Sutton & Epsom Fall Short in Entertaining 10-Try
Battle at Rugby Lane

15 April 2026

Sutton & Epsom RFC 27 Battersea Ironsides 38. Saturday 28th February.

With hindsight being, as ever, twenty-twenty vision, the defeat of the Black & Whites at Garratt Green has been viewed by
some as the turning point of the season for Sutton & Epsom. A 15-point lead with seven minutes to go, depending on your
loyalties, was either thrown away through incompetence or overturned by spirited brilliance as the Ironsides triumphed
24-22. Since that November afternoon the fortunes of the Rugby Lane team have headed in a southerly direction.
Saturday’s fixture saw Sutton & Epsom, in seventh, take on Battersea, in sixth, with a solitary point separating them. The
visitors took the spoils in an entertaining 38-27 win to gain a bonus point victory that saw them rise into the play-off
positions.

For the Black & Whites there was minimal disruption to the squad but welcome returns for Ewan McTaggart after his
international adventures and Kyren Ghumra on the wing. There was an inauspicious start to the game for the hosts, with
echoes of the match in November, as the kick-off went out on the full to initiate a scrum. Battersea immediately showed
their attacking intent with a delightful chip and gather by Cameron Baker but he was met by a perfectly timed tackle from
Gareth O’Brien. It started an opening quarter full of attacking intent by both teams that was met by sterling defence that
thwarted fleeting moments of try-scoring potential for both XVs. On the quarter hour there was an unfortunate incident as
Amir Sultan rose skywards to take a clearance kick. Kyren Ghumra slipped as he approached and the collision ended with
a heavy fall. Amir Sultan, after a lengthy delay, had to be helped from the field to sympathetic and universal applause
from the sizeable crowd. He was replaced by Lewis Waters and the accidental nature of the incident meant that Monsieur
Brognard did not issue a card.

At the start of the second quarter Sutton & Epsom enjoyed their best period of play. In rapid succession they had
opportunities. The first saw Ewan McTaggart and Jack Howes combine and the second was initiated by a Gareth O’Brien
counter. Both ended in turnovers that were the result of insufficient support and swarming Battersea defence. The Rugby
Lane supporters had the consolation of a Tom Lennard penalty after 25 minutes that put Sutton & Epsom into a 3-0 lead.
The Ironsides responded in the perfect manner but in an unexpected way. A multi-phase attack was brought back for a
penalty that was kicked to the corner. Sutton & Epsom stole the 5-metre line and cleared superbly to halfway. The visitors
took a quick ball but with only two men available to counter it should not have been a problem. However, a surging run
tore Sutton & Epsom apart and replacement Lewis Waters was in support for the try. Cameron Baker’s conversion drifted
wide but Battersea led 5-3.

The game continued to demonstrate the scoring potential of both teams as well as the defensive prowess of players
frustrating opponents with timely turnovers. Sutton & Epsom hopes were raised, as so often is the case, with a robust run
from hooker Sam Lennie. A man who relishes physical contact and has a deceptive turn of speed he broke free to advance
to 10 metres out. Credit to the scrambling defence of the Battersea team that they reorganised and halted the hosts a
couple of phases later. Unfortunately for Sutton & Epsom there was no silver lining to this cloud, as the subsequent
penalty failed to add the three points.

As the first period entered time added on the visitors added another try from a stunning break. This time it was scrum-half
Dan Thomas with a scintillating surge that beat the initial tacklers and found the wide-open spaces. His half-back partner
Cameron Baker was on hand to provide the coup de grace much to the delight of not only his charming parents but also
the many travelling Ironsides fans who added much to a wonderful atmosphere at Rugby Lane. Baker added the simple
conversion for a 12-3 lead. The half ended in frustration for Sutton & Epsom. Adam Bibby sensationally took the restart
and Sutton & Epsom camped in the 22. A penalty was kicked to the corner, the lineout secured and replacement Dan
Jones went close. The ball was recycled and Tom Lennard was enveloped and kept vertical for the turnover that concluded
the first period. Battersea led 12-3 but no one doubted the potential for more scores in the second half.

Sutton & Epsom began the second half with relish spreading it wide with Kyren Ghumra making yards. The first scrum of
the half saw a powerful drive and a penalty to the hosts. The expected kick to the corner and attacking lineout followed.
Though they secured the ball Battersea stood strong and got a relieving scrum. Flanker Arboine, as he did all afternoon,
carried to great effect and the Ironsides cleared. However, it was Sutton & Epsom’s turn to counter for success. An arcing
run by Lennie fed Ghumra and the winger, with plenty to do, sped down the line to score. The Black & Whites trailed 8-12.
The visitors were stung into action. Awarded a penalty, they took the quick tap and moments later were agonisingly close
to a try as wonderful Sutton & Epsom defence held them up over the line. Five minutes later the next Battersea sortie to
the Sutton & Epsom 22 saw the visitors secure their third try. A catch and drive was controlled by the pack and Raph
Arboine was on hand to score from close range. The Baker boot added the extras for a 19-8 lead.

Ten minutes later the whole nature of the fixture changed as Sutton & Epsom scored twice in five magnificent minutes of
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rugby. The first came from a Joe Lovatt kick on halfway as a favourable bounce ended in home hands. Dan Jones
accelerated into the open spaces and passed to the fleet-footed Captain Bunting who ran in the try. Tom Lennard added
the simple conversion. Rejuvenated by this try Sutton & Epsom were on the attack once more. Their vastly improved
lineout secured the ball to initiate a formidable drive that resulted in a try for Sam Lennie. Despite the Lennard
conversion from touch rebounding back off the upright the Black & Whites led 20-19.

The men in green replied as if insulted by the hosts’ effrontery at taking the lead. They stepped up a gear and immediately
put Sutton & Epsom under the cosh. Despite heroic defence near their line Sutton & Epsom succumbed as Charlie Craig
took the glory and Battersea regained the lead at 24-20. Earlier it had been a relief to see Amir Sultan return to the game
after his injury. However, his return now took on Lazarus-like dimensions. Tom Lennard hoisted a cross-field bomb with
the intention of exposing the opposition on halfway. This time the result for the soaring Sultan was much happier. A
wonderful airborne take was followed by a sprint from halfway that left the cover a very distant second. Cameron Baker
calmly converted for 31-20. Five minutes later the ‘Sultan of Swerve’ had the ball again and finished with aplomb from 20
out. With the conversion added and the scoreboard reading 38-20 the contest was over.

Sutton & Epsom still had bonus points to chase and to their credit hit back with gusto to score in time added on. Once
again they were indebted to their clinical lineout and the tireless endeavour of their pack. This time it was Dan Jones who
popped in under the posts. Tom Lennard converted to conclude the scoring as Sutton & Epsom lost 38-27 but gained a
vital bonus point. No doubt the coaches will have been frustrated by the errors but it was a thrilling spectacle for the
crowd who enjoyed 10 tries. Battersea punished Sutton & Epsom errors with ruthless efficiency and seemed to have that
extra gear when required. For the hosts the lineout was transformed, the forwards were formidable in the set-piece and,
encouragingly, the supporters enjoyed players running onto the ball from depth with pace. Finally, credit to Cyril
Brognard whose officiating enhanced the game with excellent communication, a desire to create a flowing game and
superb positioning for those tries from close range.

Next Saturday Sutton & Epsom venture to the Coolhurst Ground to play Horsham RFC for the first time in a league
encounter. The Sussex club, having been relegated with Brighton last season, are keen to bounce back to Regional 1
South East at the first opportunity and will be out to secure their place in the play-offs. Meanwhile Battersea host
Beckenham with both clubs still in contention for extending their season.

Sutton & Epsom: O’Brien, Scott, Bibby, Bunting ©, Ghumra, Lennard, Lovatt, Boaden, Howes, Lennie, McTaggart,
Glanville, Pulvirenti, Rea & Hegarty. Reps: Jones, Duey & Tame.

Battersea Ironsides: Diamond, Sultan, Bourke, Campbell, Craig, Baker, Thomas, Borup, Chetwynd-Milo, Chetwynd,
Kemp, Wharton, Arboine, Chitan © & Charles. Reps: Jones, McCleary & Waters.

John Croysdill
Photo credit: Robin Kennedy

Epsom and Ewell FC rise to challenge on penalties

15 April 2026

26th February Horley Town FC The New Defence, Horley - Southern Combination Challenge Cup 2nd Round

Epsom & Ewell progress to the next round of the Southern Combination Challenge Cup after a hard-fought 0-0 draw at
Horley Town, eventually winning 4-3 on penalties. Was The Salts’ third away game in six days, and with players arriving
late by train and several changes to the starting XI, it had all the signs of a difficult evening. New goalkeeper Kit
Lawrence-Fletcher made his debut between the posts with first starts for Shabir, Allen and Leo Cunningham.

Despite the disruption, Epsom & Ewell started brightly. They struck the crossbar early on, and skipper Brendan
Murphy-McVey thought he had opened the scoring with a superb finish—only for the referee to disallow it and book him,
ruling he had re-entered the pitch too soon after treatment. Leo Cunningham was a constant threat, repeatedly troubling
the Horley defence and veteran centre-back Aaron Bogle. But despite the pressure, the sides went in level at the break.

The Second Half the tempo dipped after half-time, with both teams pushing but unable to find a breakthrough. Chances
were limited, and the match drifted towards the inevitability of a penalty shootout.

Horley took the first kick and blazed over, while Epsom converted to take the lead. The shootout unfolded as follows:
Horley miss, Ali Fofahan scores — 0-1

Horley score, Ore Allen misses after the ball moved just at the end of the run up — 1-1

Kit Lawrence-Fletcher saves Horley’s third with a strong hand and the ball just looping over the bar.

Craig Dundas’s penalty was saved but retaken due to keeper movement; he buries the second attempt — 1-2

Horley score, K] scores — 2-3
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Horley score — 3-3
Stefan Aiwone steps up and converts the decisive kick — 3-4

A composed and committed team performance saw The Salts through. The Salts now host Step 4 side Bedfont Sports in
the next round as they continue their defence of the trophy.

Epsom and Ewell FC Media
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