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Day travelcards to be scrapped?
Surrey County Council could call on central government to intervene in “discriminatory” plans to scrap day travelcards in to
London.

The travelcards mean Surrey residents can travel in to the capital on a single ticket for use on Transport for London (TfL) services
including the underground, bus, tram, Docklands Light Railway and London Overground. However their future is in doubt.

If day travelcards are withdrawn, it will mean Surrey residents would need to buy separate tickets for rail travel and TfL journeys.
TfL has given notice that it will withdraw from the funding agreement for travel cards, with a mayoral decision on the matter
showing the arrangements meant TfL was “effectively under-funded” at a cost of around £40m a year.

A Surrey County Council meeting on Tuesday (October 10) will debate a motion from the councillor responsible for transport,
infrastructure and growth calling for London’s mayor to withdraw the proposals.
Councillor Matt Furniss (Conservative, Shalford) called the proposal “discriminatory” and will ask the council’s leader to write
to Sadiq Khan outlining the impact on Surrey residents, the negative impact on the economy of London and “the need to abandon
plans to remove day travelcards”.

His motion will also ask the council’s leader, Cllr Tim Oliver (Conservative, Weybridge) to write to the Secretary of State for
Transport “urging him to intervene in this matter”.

A TfL spokesperson said central government demands for the organisation to save money and “generate significant amounts of
additional revenue” had led to proposals to stop accepting day travelcards on the TfL network.

They said the Mayor had “reluctantly” instructed TfL to give six month’s notice to withdraw from the travelcard agreement, but
that the decision was reversible.

The spokesperson said: “This is the first stage in a process and there are no changes to tickets at this time. This is an operational
decision that has been taken now to ensure that TfL meets the requirements of its funding agreement, but TfL continues to look
for alternative options.”

A Mayoral decision on the plans said an assessment had found that customers travelling from outside London may see prices go
up if day travelcards were withdrawn.

It said: “This is because the current travelcard agreement pays an amount to TfL for these tickets that is well below the price of
the same tickets sold within London; TfL is effectively under-funded by the travelcard agreement at a total cost of approximately
£40m a year.

“As a result, this proposal is estimated to generate approximately £40m per year for TfL, which will form part of the additional
revenue mandated by government for TfL to achieve.”

In his motion, Cllr Furniss said: “The proposals to remove day travelcards constitute an unfair, unacceptable and expensive levy
on our residents who wish or need to travel to London. The proposals have deliberately targeted the removal of the day travelcard
as a method to generate additional income for TfL. It is anticipated by the Mayor’s own consultation that the withdrawal of day
travelcards will result in rail operators ceasing to sell Zone 1-6 travelcards.”

Opposition councillors will call for TfL, along with the Department for Transport (DfT) and train operators, to come together to
find a solution, and for zone 6 to be expanded to include some Surrey stations.

Cllr Catherine Powell (Farnham Residents, Farnham North), leader of the Surrey residents’ association and independent group
on the county council, said key stakeholders needed to work together to find alternative funding in order to keep day travelcards.

She told the LDRS: “We need to encourage the use of public transport as part of moving towards net zero, to remove day
travelcards would be a retrospective step.”

The TfL spokesperson said: “While this six-month notice-period is now underway, this decision remains reversible and does not
therefore mean that day travelcards will be withdrawn. TfL is keen to work collaboratively with the DfT and Rail Delivery Group
to discuss options that would allow day travelcards to continue to be provided, while ensuring TfL can meet the requirements of
the funding settlement with government.” They said active discussions were ongoing.

The Labour group leader on the county council, Cllr Robert Evans (Stanwell and Stanwell Moor), said TfL was “not being funded
properly” and couldn’t do everything it wanted to do.

Also calling for more Surrey stations to be included in zone 6, Cllr Evans added: “You can argue why is transport for London

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/day-travelcards-to-be-scrapped
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giving subsidies to Surrey? Why would expect them to do so?”

Councillors for the Green Party and Labour will put forward a suggested amendment to the motion, removing the call for the
transport secretary to intervene.

Cllr Jonathan Essex (Redhill East), the Green group leader, said: “We want this situation to actually be resolved by bringing
together in an open and transparent way the people who need to resolve it.
“I hope that by putting the amendment to the motion down, we will try to shift this from a political argument into an acceptance
that people need to get round the table and actually resolve this.”

The motion will instead call for the leader to write to Sadiq Khan and the transport secretary to request a joint meeting with TfL,
DfT and train operating companies.

This meeting would “discuss the impact of the current travelcard proposals in Surrey and other areas neighbouring London” and
the need to “agree a fair funding settlement to resolve this matter”.

The amendment will request that the negotiations also look to extend zone 6 to areas of Surrey bordering London “to increase
Surrey  residents’ direct access to contactless TfL fares and so cheaper train travel”.
The meeting will be held at the council’s Reigate headquarters at 10am on Tuesday, October 10.
Image – Epsom Downs station. TheFrog001 CCO 1.0

Surrey schools fly their green flags
Surrey County Council  has been confirmed with the highest number of schools awarded with a Green Flag  of any local
authority in England, with its 88 Eco-Schools, all of which have a Green Flag status – the highest accreditation in the scheme.

Eco-Schools is the largest education programme in the world which helps sustainability become an integral part of school life.
Eco-Schools is  pupil  lead,  supports the enrichment of  the curriculum and helps unite young people and the wider school
community to care more about protecting the environment and making positive changes.

Various projects have been set up across Surrey’s schools and have had a positive impact on the environment. Activities that have
taken place include:

Building new ponds to increase biodiversity.

Creating allotments to grow vegetables.

Planting trees to encourage more wildlife and improve air quality.

Running switch off campaigns to save energy.

Making signs for bins to make sure people use the correct bins, to help increase recycling.

Building a greenhouse out of plastic bottles to grow plants.

Following national campaigns such as Walk to School Week.

The projects have engaged over 50,000 pupils and are already reaping benefits which include:

Saving a total of 648,330kwh of electricity

Diverting 111,645 tonnes of waste from landfill

Creating 8,322 (m2) of natural habitat

7,400 pupils participating in walking and cycling initiatives.

Marisa Heath, Surrey County Council Cabinet Member for Environment said: “This project is so important and very close
to my heart because we know informing and educating the young generation will pay dividends in the future to protect our
environment. I am so proud that Surrey’s schools are getting behind the green agenda and are encouraging so many young
people to play their part to help tackle climate change. We know it’s a joint effort and if everyone plays their part, we really can

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:TheFrog001
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-schools-fly-their-green-flags
https://www.eco-schools.org.uk/
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have a positive impact.

“It’s an amazing achievement to be recognised as the highest performing county and hope this also inspires other Surrey schools
to find out more and get involved.”

Adam Flint, Eco-Schools England Manager from Eco-Schools said: “In academic year ‘22/23, schools in Surrey County
Council achieved more Eco-Schools Green Flags than any other county council in the country. When it comes to enabling young
people and schools staff to make positive impacts on our planet, the region is exemplary. The Council has supported their schools
in various, showing a great commitment to the future of their pupils and placing faith in them to lead action on climate change
and work for a better future for everyone. It’s a phenomenal achievement.”

More information about Eco-Schools in Surrey, including how to sign up can be found on here.

Sign up to the Greener Matters newsletter to keep up to date on progress towards the target of making Surrey net zero by
2050 and find out what you can do to help.
Image credit: rawpixel.com

Pollution around Epsom and Ewell Schools
Epsom and Ewell Extinction Rebellion embark on a public education drive on Sunday 9th October in Epsom High Street. The
climate action group has tabulated the pollution statistics for schools in and around the Borough.

The table below is based on statistics provided by addresspollution.org a United Nations accredited initiative of the Central Office
of Public Interest.

Between 10am and 1pm the XR group will have a Doctor’s surgery (with an Intensive Care Unit Doctor) giving real world advice
on the health impact of Air Pollution. A Citizens Polling Board so passersby can vote for their favourite Pollution Solutions and an
information desk so you can find out the Air Pollution levels at your home and local schools.

In 2020 in a study published by the journal Science of the Total Environment, experts from the University of Surrey’s world-
renowned Global Centre for Clean Air Research (GCARE) partnered with a local school and the local community in Guildford to
investigate the impact cars have on air quality in and around schools during drop-off and pick-up times.

Children face a worrying threefold increase in air pollution during the daily school runs, causing air quality experts to call for
restrictions on the use of cars during those periods.

These are the statistics provided by addresspollution.org for local school postcodes year long average figures assessed on 4th
October 2023:

School
A i r

Pollution Level
UK Ranking

Higher is worse

PM2.5
Level

mcg/m3
WHO Safe Limit 5

.

PM10 Level mcg/m3
WHO Safe Limit

15 .

NO2
Level mcg/m3 WHO

Safe
Limit 1 0 .

Auriol School Very High 8 2 % 12.22 18 .8 9 2 0 .1 7

Beacon School Significant 5 1 % 1 0 .4 0 1 6 .8 4 1 5 .1 6

Blenheim High High 7 8 % 1 1 .9 0 1 8 .6 4 1 9 .0 6

Che a m Common Very High 8 4 % 1 2 .2 8 1 9 .0 7 2 1 .5 0

Cuddington Croft High 7 0 % 1 1 .1 7 1 7 .8 0 1 8 .8 2

Cuddington School Very High 8 2 % 1 2 .1 9 1 8 .8 4 2 0 .8 4

Danetree Very High 8 0 % 1 2 .0 5 1 8 .7 1 1 9 .5 9

Downsend High 7 2 % 1 1 .4 6 1 8 .0 5 1 8 .3 1

https://surreyeducationservices.surreycc.gov.uk/Services/6817
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/community/climate-change/newsletter
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/pollution-around-epsom-and-ewell-schools
https://addresspollution.org/
https://www.copi.org.uk/
https://www.copi.org.uk/


9th October 2025 weekly

ISSN 2753-2771

Page 4
© 2021-2025. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd.

Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY

Epsom & Ewell High Very High 8 3 % 1 2 .1 6 1 8 .8 4 2 1 .2 2

Epsom College High 6 4 % 1 0 .9 6 1 7 .5 2 1 7 .0 5

Epsom Downs Primary Significant 5 2 % 1 0 .3 8 1 6 .9 2 1 5 .3 8

Epsom Primary High 7 8 % 1 1 .7 7 1 8 .4 1 1 9 .8 2

Ewell Castle High 7 8 % 1 1 .7 9 1 8 .4 9 1 9 .8 7

Ewell Grove Very High 8 2 % 1 2 .0 1 1 9 .0 2 2 1 .0 2

Glyn High 7 4 % 1 1 .6 9 1 8 .2 5 1 8 .1 2

Ki ngswoo d House High 7 3 % 1 1 .4 8 1 8 .0 5 1 8 .6 7

Knollmead Primary Very High 8 2 % 1 2 .0 2 1 8 .6 6 2 1 .3 4

Linden Bridge Very High 8 3 % 1 2 .1 5 1 8 .8 2 2 1 .6 0

Malden Parochial Very High 8 8 % 1 2 .2 1 1 9 .1 1 2 4 .9 6

Mead Infant Very High 8 2 % 1 2 .2 3 1 8 .8 9 2 0 .1 8

Meadow Primary Very High 8 0 % 1 2 .0 6 1 8 .7 3 1 9 .8 1

Nescot High 7 2 % 1 1 .4 2 1 8 .0 2 1 8 .4 0

Nonsuch Primary Very High 8 1 % 1 2 .0 5 1 8 .7 7 2 0 .4 0

Riverview Primary Very High 8 1 % 1 2 .1 7 1 8 .7 9 2 0 .2 9

Rosebery High 6 7 % 1 1 .2 9 1 7 .7 6 1 6 .7 5

Shawley Community Significant 5 0 % 1 0 .3 8 1 6 .7 9 1 4 .9 8

Southfield Park High 7 2 % 1 1 .5 4 1 8 .0 7 1 8 .1 0

St Christophers High 7 0 % 1 1 .4 2 1 7 .9 7 1 7 .6 6

St Clements High 7 9 % 1 1 .9 4 1 8 .5 9 1 9 .7 0

St Josephs High 6 8 % 1 1 .3 8 1 7 .8 6 1 6 .9 1

St Martins High 6 8 % 1 1 .3 1 1 7 .8 2 1 7 .0 6

Stamford Green High 6 8 % 1 1 .3 3 1 7 .8 0 1 7 .1 4

Wallace Fields High 6 7 % 1 1 .2 4 1 7 .7 5 1 7 .2 2

West Ewell Very High 8 1 % 1 2 .1 5 1 8 .7 8 2 0 .1 8

Image: The school run © Robert Ashby cc-by-sa/2.0 Geograph Ireland

Our Star shines on Epsom Playhouse
This month Epsom & Ewell Borough Council has installed 90 solar panels on the roof of Epsom Playhouse. The panels will
generate over 32,000 kWh of electricity annually, covering a third of the Playhouse’s current electricity usage and saving more
than 6.9 tonnes of carbon each year. The project is part of the council’s Climate Change Action Plan which sets an ambitious
target for council operations to be carbon neutral by 2035.

The council has already installed solar panels at its Operational Depot which have saved more than 35 tonnes of carbon to-date
and currently provide 20% of the site’s energy. Further solar panel installations are in the pipeline, following feasibility studies.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/our-star-shines-on-epsom-playhouse
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Additional carbon-saving measures include installing energy efficient lights in all council buildings, and purchasing energy from a
green tariff that guarantees energy is supplied from renewable sources. There are also plans to replace streetlighting throughout
the borough with energy efficient LED lights. This will be done in phases, with phase 1 completed by 31st March 2024.

Epsom & Ewell Borough Council’s operational carbon footprint has reduced by 13% since 2019 when the council first began to
measure it.

Councillor John Beckett, Chair of the Environment Committee, said “We’re absolutely committed to tackling climate change at
Epsom & Ewell Borough Council.

“Climate change is not a standalone single issue for the council or the borough; it runs through a broad range of our activities and
behaviours. We’re passionate about working with partners and our residents to lead the way to a more sustainable borough, and
the installation of solar panels at Epsom Playhouse is one of a range of initiatives that contributes to this.”

M o r e  d e t a i l s  a b o u t  t h e  C o u n c i l ’ s  C l i m a t e  C h a n g e  A c t i o n  P l a n  c a n  b e  f o u n d  o n  t h e  c o u n c i l
website:  https: / /epsom-ewel l .gov.uk/residents/c l imate-change
Image Copyright Epsom and Ewell Times

ULEZ compliant taxis for Epsom and Ewell
Taxis in Epsom and Ewell will need to be ULEZ-compliant in order to get a licence despite concerns raised from drivers. All
licences will be given, providing cabs meet the standards, on July 1st, 2026.

However,  from January, 1st 2025, licences will not normally be renewed for diesel vehicles that do not meet Euro 5 standards.

The ULEZ criteria was put to drivers in a consultation by Epsom and Ewell Borough Council, with some saying their business
would be affected, and one driver saying people may stop going out because of increased taxi fares. The response said: “If you
want a ghost of Christmas future take a look at Sutton. Sutton once had small and large nightclubs, a cinema and a range of both
independent and chain pubs and restaurants. Epsom isn’t booming, but it is starting to recover and is a great place to go out. It
won’t take much to ruin that.”

As a result of the consultation, an additional six months was added to the original timeline, with diesel car licensing planned to
change from July 2024, to help drivers “already struggling with the cost of living”.

A meeting of the council’s licensing and planning policy committee on Tuesday (September 26) agreed the changes, and heard
from officers that some drivers were already replacing their cars, having held out to see if the ULEZ expansion would actually
come in.

The zone was expanded in August, and now comes up to the border with five districts and boroughs in Surrey, of which one is
Epsom and Ewell.

Councillor Clive Woodbridge  (Residents’ Association, Ewell Village) said he welcomed that more time had been given for
vehicles to be replaced, and cited supply chain issues after Brexit and the coronavirus pandemic.

He said having spoken to Uber drivers, he understood they had been told their vehicles would have to be electric in the future in
order for them to continue to be on the app. He said the biggest change to emissions quality would be moving away from diesel
and petrol to electric vehicles. The council would need to provide more electric charging points to achieve these aims, he added. 

Cllr Woodbridge said: “I would support this council in doing what it can to accelerate the move towards electric.”

One respondent warned about the impact on Epsom’s “reasonable” nightlife if  the cost of new vehicles was passed on to
passengers and that people would “go out less or not at all”.
 
While another responded with concerns about his limousine business, saying their Chrysler limousine was ULEZ compliant, while
their Lincoln car was not. They said: “I’m a small business and heavily rely on being able to trade to pay my mortgage, childcare
fees and every other bill I have which is quite substantial. If the policy excluded me from trading it would have a detrimental
impact on me and my family’s life.

“We are a service in high demand, so it would also have an impact on the public who want to use our service for their special
occasions.”

https://epsom-ewell.gov.uk/residents/climate-change
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/ulez-compliant-taxis-for-epsom-and-ewell
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An officers’ report into the policy said they had not been able to find any special exemption for limousines in Transport for London
guidelines. They said there wasn’t justification for a blanket exemption for such cars and recommended they be looked at on a
case-by-case basis when making a licensing decision.

On the timeline for the changes, officers said: “If the new standards are implemented too quickly it could result in significant
hardship for  the licensed trade,  and if  substantial  numbers of  licence holders  leave the trade as  a  result  of  too fast  an
implementation, then this could affect service provisions, ultimately creating a risk to public safety.”

From January 1, 2025 the council will not renew licences for diesel vehicles not meeting or exceeding Euro 5 emission standards,
and from From July 1, 2026 licences, including renewals, will only be granted to vehicles which meet the Petrol Euro 4 and Diesel
Euro 6 standards, with some exceptions.

Specially adapted vehicles for wheelchairs users will be exempt, and those being used for home to school transport with a county
council contract will get a one-year extension to both phases.

The policy was unanimously agreed by the committee, and will go to full council for agreement.

Related reports:

Stretching Epsom taxi ULEZ exemption

Emissions a taxing issue for Council
Image Google street view Epsom Station taxis

Thames Water rebate
Thames Water has been ordered to pay back more than £100million to its customers by regulators.
Water watchdog Ofwat ordered the under-performing company to return the money following a string of failings, it announced
today, September 26.

The rebate follows its assessment of Thames Water’s performance with customers seeing the results on their bills next year.
Ofwat’s decision was published in its annual Water Company Performance Report, which rates companies based on pollution
incidents, customer service and leakage. 

Targets are set to incentivise water companies to deliver more for customers and the environment, Ofwat’s report read. It added:
“Where they fall short, we reduce the amount of money companies can collect from customers.” On Thames Water customers
receiving £100 million back next year, it said: “While that may be welcome to billpayers, it is very disappointing news for all who
want to see the water sector do better.”

David  Black,  Ofwat  chief  executive  said:  “The  targets  we  set  for  companies  were  designed  to  be  stretching  –  to  drive
improvements for customers and the environment. However, our latest report shows they are falling short.” He added: “It is not
going to  be easy for  companies to  regain public  trust,  but  they have to  start  with better  service for  customers and the
environment. We will continue to use all our powers to ensure the sector delivers better value.”

It is yet more bad news for the firm following the report in July that found Thames Water among worst in country due to standout
levels of pollution and poor monitoring left if joint last among the country’s “very disappointing” water and sewerage companies. 

Thames Water is the largest water company in the country and serves 15 million people including many in Surrey and Kent. It is
owned by a consortium of pension groups and sovereign wealth funds and, in 2023 reported an annual loss of £30.1 million.

Environment Secretary Therese Coffey has now written to Thames Water informing it to expect a meeting in order to scrutinise
its improvement plans.

A spokesperson for Thames Water said “Our customers expect a great service from us every time, and we’re sorry when we fail to
deliver at the first opportunity. In 2022-2023 , we met 55 per cent of our annual performance commitments.

“While it is our job to deliver our services whatever the weather, our performance last year was severely affected by the summer
drought and December freeze/thaw event. In March this year our shareholders injected £500million of new equity into Thames
Water to help fund improved operational performance. Our shareholders are willing to provide a further £750million of equity
funding before 2025, subject to certain conditions. 

“They also acknowledge that additional equity funding, indicatively of £2.5billion, will be required during the next regulatory

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/stretching-epsom-taxi-ulez-exemption
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/emissions-a-taxing-issue-for-council
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/thames-water-rebate
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period, 2025-2030, to further improve operational performance and financial resilience. This is the largest equity support package
ever seen in the UK water sector and underscores our shareholders’ commitment in delivering Thames Water’s turnaround and
life’s essential service for the benefit of our customers, communities, and the environment.

“Our turnaround is already delivering performance improvements. Our complaints fell by 28 per cent, the second consecutive
significant  year-on-year  reduction  and  we  have  seen  improvements  in  several  key  performance  commitments  including  a
reduction in sewage discharges, internal sewer flooding, and sewer blockages. 

“We’re making progress and we’ll continue to engage and work with Ofwat as we implement our plan. We’re determined to do
better for our customers and the environment.”

Related reports:

Thames Water among worst in country

Wasting water?

Local sewage uploaded
Image: Hogsmill river in Ewell where there were sewage leaks.

Local action to tackle global climate crisis
According to the Eco-Friends of Epsom we are in an era marked by the increasingly pressing issue of climate change. The
urgency of understanding its scientific underpinnings and potential solutions cannot be overstated.

Join The Eco-Friends of Epsom for a discussion with John Mackintosh, local expert in environmental matters, who serves as the
Environment Manager at Mole Valley District Council and an Environmental Consultant at GreenGoals.

On Wednesday 27th September at 7.30 in the Methodist Church, Ashley Road, Epsom a meeting open to the public will take
place. The event is not just about delivering information—it’s about fostering a deeper understanding. Attendees will have the
opportunity to engage with John, probing him with questions to better grasp the challenges and solutions.

Neil Dallen, who is a local RA councillor and active in Eco-Friends said: “Climate change knows no boundaries, and its impact is
being felt  across the globe.  Unusual  weather patterns have led to a surge in natural  disasters,  including floods,  extreme
temperatures, and debilitating droughts. While the causal link between specific events and climate change can be debated, the
stark reality is that thousands of lives have already been lost, and countless more have seen their homes and possessions reduced
to rubble.

“The evolving landscape of our planet demands immediate attention. While some may harbour doubts about whether it’s too late
to reverse the course, one thing is unequivocal: doing nothing is not an option. Our actions, or lack thereof, will profoundly
influence the lives of future generations.”

“The question that looms large is, “What is the right course of action?” This quandary is not one that any individual or nation can
resolve in isolation. Climate change is an international predicament, and governments worldwide must come together to find
viable solutions.

“You might be wondering, “Can I, as an individual, truly make a difference?” The answer is a resounding yes. Change begins at
the grassroots level, and each of us can play a part in mitigating the impacts of climate change. By coming together as a
community and sharing knowledge, we can embark on a journey towards a sustainable future.”

Mr Dallen added: “Join us for an enlightening evening with Eco-friends in Epsom, where we’ll explore answers to these pressing
questions and more. Together, we can take the first steps towards a better-informed, more sustainable future for our planet and
generations to come.”

Related reports:

Classic growth versus environment dilemma

Surrey schools going solar

Time for us all to slow down?
Images: Bobcat Fire, Los Angeles, San Gabriel Mountains,(Eddiem360) Bleached colony of Acropora coral_Andaman islands (Vardhanjp) CC BY-SA 4.0. California Drought Dry Lakebed Public Domain.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/thames-water-among-worst-in-country
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/wasting-water
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/local-sewage-uploaded
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/local-action-to-tackle-global-climate-crisis
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/7377-2
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-schools-going-solar
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/time-for-us-all-to-slow-down
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=User:Eddiem360&action=edit&redlink=1
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Vardhanjp
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0
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Painting a rosy picture for recycling
A pioneering paint re-use shop at the Guildford community recycling centre (CRC), operated on behalf  of Surrey County
Council, launched in 2021 has successfully diverted over 15,500 litres of reusable paint from disposal, raising over £2,000 for
Macmillan Cancer Support and supporting community projects through the Surrey Probation Service.

An estimated 55 million litres of paint are wasted in the UK annually, enough to fill 22 Olympic swimming pools. In autumn 2021,
the team at SUEZ, who operate 15 community recycling centres (CRC) on behalf of Surrey County Council, set out to address this
problem locally with a circular economy initiative to divert useable paint away from disposal.

To address this issue at the local level, the team at SUEZ opened a paint re-use shop in Guildford where tins of reusable, water-
based paint brought to the recycling centre are set aside for residents to have for free, with a suggested donation to Macmillan
Cancer Support. In 2023, the team was able to divert even more paint away from disposal by partnering with the Staines
Probation Office, providing free paint for use in community projects – up to 200 litres at a time.

Now, nearly two years into operation, the paint shop has diverted over 15,500 litres of paint away from disposal, raised over
£2000 for Macmillan and supported more than five community projects through the probation service.

The paint re-use shop offers an eco-friendly alternative to disposal, contributing to charitable causes and supporting meaningful
rehabilitation for individuals on probation. The initiative also aligns economic efficiency with environmental responsibility by
generating cost savings for Surrey County Council.

Natalie Bramhall, Cabinet Member for Property and Waste said: “This programme has been a huge success over the last
two years and helped divert a significant amount of waste from landfill. To be recognised and shortlisted for a National Recycling
Award is great to hear.”

Gareth Swain, Regional Manager for SUEZ recycling and recovery UK said: “When we opened the paint re-use shop in late
2021, we set out to reduce the need for disposal and demand for new paint production by transforming waste paint into a
community resource. We are incredibly proud of how the project has grown through the partnership with the probation service
and we are honoured to be recognized by this year’s National Recycling Awards.”

Peter Nicholls, Placement Coordinator for the Staines Probation Office of HM Prison & Probation Service said: “The
paint donations from SUEZ have made such a difference to all corners of our community, from Scouting to Schools, charities, and
homes for vulnerable people in Surrey to name just a few. The projects that we have completed did not have funding for supplies.
It is important work and important for our role in rehabilitating and educating people on probation.”

Classic growth versus environment dilemma
Just 20 miles from Epsom weekend flights at Farnborough Airport could more than double if expansion plans go ahead.

The airport’s owners are seeking to increase the annual number of flights from 50,000 to 70,000 a year – including a jump in
weekend traffic from 8,900 to 18,900. They also hope to have aeroplanes taking off and landing from 7am to 9pm on weekends
and public holidays, an hour earlier – and later – than currently permitted.

They say the increase in flights is needed to meet shifting needs of business travellers, opponents say the airport is trying to cash
in on leisure and holiday travel. Airport bosses say the move will create thousands of new jobs in the area and are urging people
to have their say on the proposals at a series of consultation events.

John Eriksson, chairperson of the Farnborough Noise action group said the people in the area already have no respite from the
jet engines. He said his main concerns over the expansion were that it was yet another consultation before a review into the
impact of airspace changes had concluded.

The claimed economic benefits, he said, were still being assessed by Rushmoor Borough Council’s oversight and scrutiny
committee, and that the Government’s own climate change committee stated there should be no increase in aviation until the
industry was able to reduce emissions.

He said that on average, planes from Farnborough carried 2.5 passengers per flight, with many not carrying any. Mr Eriksson

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/painting-a-rosy-picture-for-recycling
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/7377-2
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said: “We’re going to have a continuous drone of aircraft noise. They already fly at a lower altitude to get under Heathrow and
Gatwick airspace.”

Richard Nobbs, another Farnborough Noise member, said the growth of the airport had been “highly detrimental for the area”.
He added: “We are going to end up with an increase in pollution, an increase in noise. Farnborough Airport will say this is needed
because it will make a big contribution to the local area, but I don’t see that. Most of the flights are to holiday destinations.”

The airport, one of the  largest employment sites in the area, has said it would publish detailed information about its proposals
from September 20. They claim the changes would enable it to be a “catalyst for long-term economic prosperity in the region” and
support 4,100  jobs by 2040.

Opponents say it serves mostly private clients with jets averaging 2.5 passengers per trip. Campaigners said this makes it difficult
to justify the airport expansion’s economic argument.

The airport argues it contributes £200m to the local economy each year, which in turn supports thousands of direct and indirect
jobs in the process.

Simon Geere, Farnborough Airport chief executive, said: “By satisfying the growing demand for connectivity from Farnborough
Airport, our proposals will create hundreds of new jobs within the local community and give a boost to the unique aerospace
cluster that we are part of. This will be vitally important for the future economic prosperity of the region. At the same time,
Farnborough Airport is leading the way on airport sustainability. 

“We recently achieved Level 4+ Carbon Neutrality which is the highest possible accolade, and last year we set ourselves one of
the most ambitious targets in the industry, by committing to be Net Zero across our controllable emissions by 2030 or sooner. We
are looking forward to sharing our proposals for the future of the Airport with the local community and receiving feedback on how
we can continue to contribute to the ongoing economic prosperity of the communities we serve.

Further details are available at FarnboroughAirport2040.com.

The consultation will close on October 18 2023.

Following the consultation, the airport intends to submit its planning application in November 2023 after which a 16-week
statutory consultation will follow.

It expects the first planning decision to be made in March 2024.

Image: MilborneOne CC BY-SA 3.0

White van man to go green?
Diesel van owners who drive along the Guildford stretch of the A3 more than three times a week, could be eligible for a grant to
replace their vehicle with an electric model.

Surrey County Council is working in partnership with Guildford Borough Council to deliver a £11 million National Highways
scheme,  aimed at  reducing high levels  of  pollution in the area.  Applications can be made here from today (Thursday 07
September) as ‘International Day of Clean air for blue skies’ gets underway.

Vehicle dealerships that sell  and lease qualifying electric light commercial vehicles are also being encouraged to apply to
participate in the scheme. Applications can be made at www.surreycc.gov.uk/a3evgrantdealer. A free event is being held for
interested dealerships in Guildford on Tuesday 12 September 2023. Tickets can be booked here.

Matt Furniss, Cabinet Member for Transport, Infrastructure and Growth said, “Reducing carbon emissions and improving
air quality is a major priority for Surrey County Council as we strive to achieve our target to be a net-zero county by 2050.
Pollution levels on this stretch of the A3 are unacceptable and we want to do all we can to improve this situation and protect the
health and wellbeing of local residents.

“I’m delighted that we are able to offer van owners a financial incentive to replace their diesel vans with electric alternatives and
to support small businesses in the switch to lower emissions. We’ll also be increasing the provision of charge points near the A3
as we are across the county.

“I  encourage franchised dealers who supply light commercial  electric vehicles to support this scheme and apply to be an
accredited dealership. This is an important first step in our joint work to improve air quality along the A3 and we hope to

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:MilborneOne
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/white-van-man-to-go-green
https://customer.surreycc.gov.uk/a3-ev-grant-application
https://www.cleanairblueskies.org/
http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/a3evgrantdealer
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a3-ev-grant-dealer-launch-event-tickets-677998440587
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announce further joint interventions in the near future.”

Andrew Bean, Principal Air Quality Advisor at National Highways said, “We are delighted to be working with Surrey and
Guildford Councils on this scheme. Not only are we working together to improve air quality around the A3, we are reducing
carbon emissions and helping businesses that regularly travel up and down the A3 at the same time.

“We strongly encourage all interested dealers to sign up and help deliver electric vans for local businesses and regular users of
the A3”.

Cllr Merel Rehorst-Smith, Lead Councillor for Regulatory and Democratic Services at Guildford Borough Council said,
“This scheme is one of the new measures we’re supporting to help improve air quality along the A3, benefitting Guildford and the
surrounding villages. Our officers have worked hard to get this scheme of the ground and obtain the funding for it. We hope that
local dealers and businesses will want to get involved.”

“Offering diesel van owners financial help to switch to an electric vehicle will be a real incentive for them to use a greener form of
transport.”

More information is available at www.surreycc.gov.uk/a3evgrantdealer
Image: Will Mellor – actor from White Van Man series. CC BBC

http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/a3evgrantdealer

