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Surrey  Council  stretches  Epsom  &  Ewell  Council
resources
At Thursday 26th January meeting of the Strategy and Resources Committee of Epsom and Ewell Borough Council eagle-eyed
financial expert Cllr David Gulland (Lib Dem, College Ward) spotted a loss of £250,000 in the borough council’s on-street
parking income.

A council  officer explained that ,  although highways are Surrey County Council’s (SCC) responsibility,  they had previously
contracted Epsom & Ewell Borough Council (EEBC) to do the enforcement of on-street parking. EEBC already had their own
enforcement officers managing the off-street carparks, so economies of scale could be realised by doing them both together.
EEBC used to collect nearly £400K from on-street parking permits and enforcement notices.

But now SCC has unilaterally decided to end that contract and put it back out to a private sector contractor, so EEBC can no
longer benefit from the on-street parking income or the economies of scale. Officers are doing all they can to reduce the cost and
minimise the loss of income, he insisted.

Cllr Gulland was unimpressed with SCC’s actions. “I think we should note that for possible action at county council election time,”
he suggested.

Related Stories:

Local Parking (enforcement) Wars opinion piece by Cllr Eber Kington

Private Public Parking Penalisers Surrey County Council privatises parking enforcement

Grants to save energy…. time running out
Surrey residents have just three weeks left to apply for a grant to help make their home warmer and more energy efficient, ahead
of applications closing on Friday 17 February 2023.  

People living in hard to heat homes and on lower incomes, could receive grants between £10,000 and £25,000 to improve
insulation and install  renewable  technology –  helping to  save energy,  reduce emissions  and combat  rising energy prices.
Improvement measures include loft insulation, cavity and external wall insulation, underfloor insulation, and renewables, such as
solar electricity panels. 

Residents can check if they are eligible by visiting the Action Surrey website – www.actionsurrey.org, or by calling them on 0800
783 2503.

Marisa Heath, (Englefield Green, Conservative) Cabinet Member for Environment at Surrey County Council said: “We
know this is a challenging time for many and we’re really pleased to be offering this funding to our residents who need our
support the most.  

“Improving the energy efficiency of homes in Surrey will also help us achieve our goal to be a net zero county by 2050.  “I
encourage residents to check if they are eligible as soon as possible.” 

So far, over £1.5m has been allocated across the county to fully fund over 250 energy efficiency improvements. Funding has been
awarded through central Government to Surrey County Council, leading on behalf of the local authorities across the county. The
project will be delivered and managed by Action Surrey – an energy efficiency advice service set up in partnership with all Surrey
local authorities. 

Keep up to date on progress towards our target of making Surrey net zero by 2050 and find out what you can do to help. Sign up
to our Greener Matters newsletter to get updates here: Our climate change newsletter – Surrey County Council (surreycc.gov.uk)

Surrey County Council news service

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-council-stretches-epsom-ewell-council-resources
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-council-stretches-epsom-ewell-council-resources
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/local-parking-enforcement-wars
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/private-public-parking-penalisers
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/grants-to-save-energy-time-running-out
https://www.actionsurrey.org/
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/community/climate-change/newsletter
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Local Parking (enforcement) Wars
An opinion piece from Cllr Eber Kington: This week SCC announced a seven-year contract worth £96.5 million, with private
company Marston Holdings Ltd, for parking and traffic enforcement. In April, SCC will be centralising parking enforcement, a
service which currently is managed by Surrey’s Borough and District on behalf of the County.

Image: Cllr Eber Kington on patrol

The accompanying comments to the announcement, made by the Kevin Deanus, Cabinet member for Highways
and Community Resilience, promise much. But residents need to be aware, SCC does not have a great track
record when it comes to taking back decision making and centralising services previously provided by the Borough Council on
behalf of the County.

When SCC took back the maintenance of highway verge trees the policy became one of no maintenance unless a
tree is diseased, dying or dead. And no longer will SCC automatically replace a tree lost to our urban streets.
Instead, our residents have to pay £25 just to get a location looked at. £25 which is not refundable and, as often
is the case, ends with the site being declared as unsuitable for a tree.

In April, SCC is also taking back the cutting of verges. The 6 to 8 seasonal cuts by the Borough Council, recognising
seasonal weather conditions, will be reduced a standard county-wide cut of 4. Hardly an upgrade on what has
gone before. And will SCC be pro-actively managing overhanging branches in our urban alleyways? My concern is
that SCC does not even realise it’s a job to be done.

And the abolition of Local Committees and centralisation of highway decisions. Now residents have no public
meeting to ask questions of Highway Officers, petitions are determined at SCC’s HQ in Reigate by council officials
or a SCC Cabinet Member, and road safety schemes are decided by a Cabinet Member rather than local County
Councillors.

So, what will this £96.5 million contract mean? Kevin Deanus, Cabinet member for Highways and Community
Resilience, said: “The new contract will mean that Surrey County Council can more directly and consistently
manage on street parking enforcement across the county, helping to tackle inconsiderate parking and make
parking restrictions more effective.”

We all want safe and considerate parking, and there has to be a penalty for those who do neither. But that £96.5
million contract has to be paid for somehow. Will we see parking meters introduced where currently there are 1
hour or 2 hour waiting limits? Will additional yellow lines, designed to push drivers into paid for parking spaces,
be introduced. Will the new system be flexible enough to ensure that our local primary schools are visited
regularly to manage dangerous parking and idling cars? And will Residents Parking Zone Permit charges go up
once again.

Personally, I’m not sure that SCC’s desire for consistency and effectiveness in parking enforcement also equates
to fairness in delivery and a recognition of local needs, and it won’t be just another way to make our residents
pay.

County Councillor Eber Kington

Eber Kington is a former Mayor of Epsom and Ewell. He represents the Epsom and Ewell Borough Council Ward of Ewell Court
Ward and on the County Council of Surrey he serves the ward of Ewell Court, Auriol & Cuddington.

Related stories from Epsom and Ewell Times:

Private Public Parking Penalisers

A Greener Future in Partial Sight As Verges To Be Left Unmown

Going potty about pot-holes?
Who knew that 15th January was National Pothole Day? Earlier this month I drove around a bend in Woodcote Green Road in
Epsom at night to be faced with a traffic cone placed a few feet into the road. Was that dangerous or was I lucky? The cone was

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/local-parking-enforcement-wars
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/private-public-parking-penalisers
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/a-greener-future-in-partial-sight-as-verges-to-be-left-unmown
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/going-potty-about-pot-holes
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placed in a large pothole and if the car had hit the pothole it might have been damaged. The Autocar website recently reported
that a single pothole in Surrey had caused wheel and tyre damage to at least twelve cars on the evening of the 17th January.
Whilst both the pothole that caused the damage to the 12 cars and the pothole in Woodcote Green Road were repaired by Surrey
County Council, the surface on Woodcote Green Road leaves a lot to be desired and has done so for a number of years.

This incident reminded me of a report made to the Council via their porthole reporting web page in October of last year. It
reported potholes and commented on the general poor state of the road surface of Woodcote Green Road that runs behind Epsom
Hospital and is a route used by many cyclists. A reply was received. “We have visited the site and on closer inspection the
problem does not need immediate work. We will continue to monitor and consider it when planning future works.”

Cable exposed by pothole

Although Surrey County Council sends teams out to repair potholes they consider dangerous, the general surface of the road
continues to deteriorate. On a stretch of Woodcote Green Road between Sunnybank and Pine Hill, about 450 metres long, more
than 60 defects in the road surface are apparent. Some of these are no more
than 2 cm wide and 10 cm long. One varied in width from a few centimetres to about 15cms, was 17 meters long and entirely in a
cycle lane. Another was about a square meter in area and had cable exposed arising from and disappearing back into the road
surface. Reporting a pothole shallower than 3cms or other road surface issues
results in the message: “This issue is likely to be assessed as a low priority when inspected. We will probably wait to repair it as
part of future improvement works.”

Walking along the road it’s noticeable that a number of defects are immediately adjacent to previous repairs, others are repairs
that are beginning to break up and some are surfaces that have been reinstated after work by utilities and are sinking. Are the
quality of repairs or reinstatements monitored and who is responsible for any
substandard work?

It is also noticeable that when a team is sent out to repair a pothole, that is exactly what they do. There may be defects very close
to the pothole being repaired but these are ignored. In wet and cold weather, even small holes in the road surface will fill with
water, the water freezes and expands and the hole gets bigger. Would it not make sense, and maybe save money if once a team
was on site they fixed not only the hole they were sent to fix but also other defects nearby?

The link to a map of planned improvements mentioned above indicates that no resurfacing work is planned for Woodcote Green
Road. The map indicates that very little road resurfacing is planned for Epsom with only a little more in Ewell and Stoneleigh.

The wait goes on for better quality road surfaces in Epsom.

An Epsom and Ewell Times Special Correspondent.

Is your road potted with potholes? Are you going potty about these potholes? Send us photos
of your potted street. Epsom and Ewell Times admin@epsomandewelltimes.com
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ULEZ will come to Epsom and Ewell borders
London has an air quality problem. That’s why the Ultra Low Emission Zone (ULEZ) is expanding across all London boroughs

from 29 August 2023 to help clear London’s air.
Poor air quality is not just a central London problem. In fact, the greatest number of deaths related to air pollution occur in

outer London areas. 
The ULEZ has already made a significant difference, helping to reduce harmful nitrogen dioxide pollution by nearly half in

central London. But we need to act now to help give the five million Londoners in outer boroughs clearer air to breathe too. 
Cars, motorcycles, vans and other specialist vehicles (up to and including 3.5 tonnes) and minibuses (up to and including 5

tonnes) will need to meet the ULEZ emissions standards or pay a daily charge of £12.50 when driving within the zone, including
the expanded area from 29 August. 

More than four out of five vehicles already meet the standards. But, if you drive a petrol vehicle over 16 years old or a diesel
vehicle over 6 years old, you need to check in case you’re affected. Use our simple online vehicle checker.  

Check your vehicle now To support Londoners through the expansion, the Mayor of London’s scrappage scheme is providing
financial assistance for those on certain low income or disability benefits. There is also help for London based sole traders,

businesses with up to 10 employees and registered charities. The scheme opens on 30 January 2023. For more information on the
scrappage scheme and other support, visit our website.

The ULEZ will continue to operate 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, every day of the year except Christmas Day (25 December).  
Any money received from the scheme is reinvested into running and improving London’s transport network, such as expanding bus

routes in outer London. 

 Visit the
interactive map to see if a postcode, location or landmark is in the expanded area.  Check your postcode If you drive within the

Congestion Charge zone in central London, you will also need to pay the daily Congestion Charge unless your vehicle has an
exemption or is registered for a 100% discount. The Congestion Charge zone won’t be expanding.

Transport for London 19.01.2023

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/ulez-will-come-to-epsom-and-ewell-borders
https://click.email.tfl.gov.uk/?qs=36b7c508cf7a4f1713070713a21cc263a66b1a199ee72a0062eba24b1c7867137fe988bf72c2e481bbb0b25a4c63a786e419c5bcc92a6b7cdd561513d2abaec8
https://click.email.tfl.gov.uk/?qs=36b7c508cf7a4f178fbefcf72798a081931499497a0c4bd49068bbf3ddf1f400e7868b82bfa06b2a21514ddab61341b4167f5a50d30bcc5ef970656984e2e6ef
https://click.email.tfl.gov.uk/?qs=36b7c508cf7a4f176ef0f65c8bdd8a2eba6d20e83320375574eb2dfdb4f1e5b1169057b298caeb49388185f2b5c38e6a6e89dbe84dc88accc750c3d14160e0e7
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Chris Grayling MP for Epsom and Ewell has written to constituents to say:

“I am strongly opposed to the change at this time because of its impact on our area, on pensioners and people on low incomes
with older cars and most significantly those seeking treatment at St Helier or the Marsden. I have asked him to reconsider this
aspect of the scheme in particular……….

… the plan does not include extending the zone right to the London boundary everywhere. For us the outline ULEZ map says it
will not cover the route from Epsom to the M25 via Malden Rushett or from Ewell to Tolworth and the A3 going southwards.
There has been some confusion over the status of Rushett Lane and I am checking that with TfL. It will also not include the north
end of Stoneleigh and parts of Worcester Park.

…. The target date for the launch is August 29th, though that may slip as some councils are refusing to work with the Mayor to
install the cameras that will be needed to make it operational.”
 

Related articles

Yet more on ULEZ….

More on Epsom and Ewell and Surrey and ULEZ

Council’s last minute opposition to ULEZ extension.

Young tree advocates sought
The creators of Epsom’s Centenary Wood at Langley Vale will award youth projects to tackle climate change.

Young people across the UK have been given an exciting opportunity to win funding to help tackle climate change as part of a
ground-breaking initiative from the Woodland Trust. The Youth Innovation Competition offers young people the chance to
secure part of a £20,000 prize to support their own environmental projects.

The competition comes against the backdrop of an alarming Met Office announcement that 2022 was the warmest year in the UK
on record, highlighting the desperate need for climate change action.

Nine individuals or small groups (aged between 16-25) will win up to £5,000 project funding each, along with mentorship from
leading industry experts to deliver projects which directly fight the climate crises.

The projects will need to fit into three categories: inspire, protect and create. This could include anything from tree planting
projects and championing ancient trees to innovative ideas that aid farming and the protection of UK rivers and wildlife.

Woodland Trust chief executive Dr Darren Moorcroft said: “Young people can often feel very anxious and helpless about climate

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/yet-more-on-ulez
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/more-on-epsom-and-ewell-and-surrey-and-ulez
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/councils-last-minute-opposition-to-ulez-extension
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/young-tree-advocates-sought
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change but want the opportunity to make a difference. We know trees are one of our best defences against the climate crisis – and
getting more trees in the ground is vital if we are to see a positive future for people and wildlife.

“As the UK’s largest woodland conservation charity, who has been planting and protecting trees and woods for more than 50
years, we are perfectly placed to provide this opportunity.The next generation will inherit the impacts of climate change, so it is
crucial they are given the chance to bring their energy and innovation to the fight in tackling it now.”

The top 18 applications will be invited to take part in workshops that will teach them how to professionally pitch their project idea
and the finalist will go on to present their environmental innovations to a panel of celebrity judges and experts.

Grace Howourth, Head of Youth Re-imagined at the Woodland Trust said: “We need more young people to become advocates for
woods and trees and we are excited to be able to open this opportunity to help fund important projects which will directly address
the climate and nature crisis. You don’t have to be from an experienced environmental or conservation background or have
academic qualifications to enter, as we are looking for people from all backgrounds and walks of life to enter with a great idea
that can impact woods, wildlife and people.”

Applications are now open and will close on 7th February 2023 at 4pm.
For more information on how to apply, please visit www.woodlandtrust.org.uk or email youth@woodlandtrust.org.uk.

Surrey gets cycling boost from Government
Out of a central Government pot of £32.9 million Surrey County Council has won £863,000 for new and improved cycling and
walking facilities. With at least 80 or so County or equivalent local authorities in England, Surrey has got a decent share.

The investment will see more cycle and walking routes being created across the county, cycle training expanded to include adults,
business  groups  and  children  who  aren’t  in  education,  and  the  development  of  ‘Liveable  neighbourhoods’.  Liveable
neighbourhoods are areas that are improved to be more people-centred with infrastructure and schemes such as 20mph zones
that make it easier and safer to walk and cycle.  

Cycle maps will also be produced for key routes around the county as well as personalised travel plans for organisations to lessen
the need to travel by car.  

Matt Furniss, Cabinet Member for Transport, Infrastructure and Growth said, “We’re delighted that the government has
awarded us this funding so we can continue to transform how residents and visitors travel around our county and give them the
confidence to walk and cycle safely.  

“With 41% of Surrey’s carbon emissions coming from transport, choosing to travel more sustainably will also mean we can all play
our part to become a net zero county by 2050.  

“This funding will complement a range of other schemes we’ve already implemented to improve walking and cycling facilities
across Surrey. These include active travel schemes on the A23 in Redhill and Park Road in Stanwell, local cycling and walking
plans in Woking, Reigate and Banstead, Spelthorne, Runnymede, Elmbridge, Mole Valley and Waverley, as well as a £50m
investment to improve bus services and help grow user numbers.” 

Surrey County Council was awarded £863,224.00 from Active Travel England’s Capability and Ambition fund which helps councils
to develop better designed walking and cycling schemes. 

For more details about active travel in Surrey see www.surreycc.gov.uk/activejourneys. 

HM Government states: “Local councils will benefit from skills training and a boost to green jobs thanks to a £32.9 million scheme
launched 2 January 2023, which will  enable them to develop thousands of well  thought-through local walking and cycling
schemes, co-created by the communities that will use them.”

Womens’ safety is a concern: “The measures aim to get more people of all groups walking and cycling and help to address the
barriers that exist. Surveys show the number one issue putting women off cycling is how safe they feel on the roads with 79% of
women supporting more protected cycle lanes being built. Safety will therefore be the major focus for the new designs and
routes.”

National Active Travel Commissioner, Chris Boardman, said: “If we want to enable hundreds of thousands more people to walk,
wheel and cycle for everyday trips then we need to deliver high-quality schemes that make it feel easy, fun and safe.”

http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-gets-cycling-boost-from-government
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/329-million-to-create-a-national-network-of-walking-and-cycling-experts
http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/activejourneys
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Xavier Brice, Chief Executive Officer of Sustrans, the charity that makes it easier for people to walk, wheel and cycle, said:
“Sustrans is pleased to see this investment in training and community engagement which will ultimately lead to high-quality
infrastructure developments across England that help people choose to use their cars less.”

Surrey farmer piping-mad with Esso
The destruction of farmland and countryside caused by a Heathrow Airport fuel pipeline would ‘make HS2 look like a picnic in the
park’, an angry farmer has claimed. Farmer Colin Rayner has vented his frustration after fuel company Esso “wrecked” his
farmland. Contractors came to Mr Rayner’s farm, in Laleham, Surrey, in October to dig up and replace part of the existing 90km
fuel pipeline.

The pipeline, which has been in place since 1972, stretches from Southampton to Heathrow Airport but because inspection and
maintenance are increasing, Esso decided to replace it. However, this major work requires contractors to go to several landlords
and farmers’ land. Esso reportedly must agree to several conditions to avoid damage to their land, the countryside, and to
wildlife, and to restore the land once finished.

Mr Rayner accused Esso of  “empty promises” after “wrecking” and leaving “horrendous damage” at  his  farm when their
contractors turned up in October. Speaking to the Local Democracy Reporting Service, Mr Rayner said: “It’s all rather upsetting.
They just wrecked our farm and they come along and make lots of promises. We had a meeting with them [Esso], and they made
lots of promises, and nothing ever happened since and the damage they are doing to the countryside would make HS2 look like a
picnic in the park.”

Mr Rayner also claimed other farmers have experienced the same and when he raised his issues to Esso, he was reportedly met
with silence. He added: “As farmers, we tried to accommodate Esso and Heathrow Airport but what is the point of us working
with them if they just come a long and make lots of empty promises and then just damage and wreck the countryside.” Some of
the damage Mr Rayner outlined was Esso blocking his drainage system with water from the “mud bath” the contractors caused.
Security is also something Mr Rayner is concerned about, saying not enough has been done to deter trespasser or flytipping.

Project executive of the Southampton to London pipeline project Tim Sunderland said: “The project is replacing an existing
aviation fuel pipeline that has been in place since 1972. It currently carries the equivalent of 100 road tankers of fuel every day.
Without the replacement pipeline, the fuel would need to be transported by truck on local roads. Periods of extreme wet weather
experienced at the end of 2022 have made construction challenging.

“We have met with the tenant and their land agent and acknowledge that our contractor could have done a better job in this area.
We regret the concern this has caused. Following our meeting we have implemented the agreed actions as recorded by the
tenant’s agent. We will be reinstating the land on a like-for-like basis, in compliance with the legal agreement we have with the
landowner.”

Heathrow Airport declined to comment.

[Ed. adds – there is also an aviation fuel pipeline that branches off from Walton on Thames to Gatwick that runs through Epsom.]

Rail strikes to prolong home-working?
Due to the planned national strikes Epsom and Ewell rail customers are urged only to travel if absolutely necessary from
Tuesday 3 to Sunday 8 January 2023. From Tuesday 3 to Sunday 8 January, strike action will see a severely reduced service
between 07:15 and 18:30, on a limited number of routes, for customers who have to travel. Sunday 8 January will also be
impacted by the strike; first trains across the SWR network will start from around 07:30 and are likely to be very busy.
The strikes impact both lines that serve the rail stations in the Borough of Epsom and Ewell. SWR – Epsom, Ewell West and
Stoneleigh (and Worcester Park) on the Waterloo line and Southern services for Epsom and Ewell East on the Victoria and
London Bridge lines.
The national advice is always to consult in advance of your journey the online rail service journey planner
https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-farmer-piping-mad-with-esso
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/rail-strikes-to-prolong-home-working
https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/
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Epsom and Ewell miss out on New Year transport
South Western Railways will run 21 extra services between midnight and 3.15am on New Years Day but none down our line. You
could get to Oxshott. Not closer. Southern trains are no better with all services out of Victoria rescheduled to depart from London
Bridge. Last train 23:45 (you’ll miss the fireworks) – but you’ll need to double-check that on the day.

South Western Railways late night New Year services on the coloured lines.

Tube services will run all night on most lines and that means you could get the Northern Line to Morden and the last 293 bus to
Epsom is still scheduled to depart at 00:25. The tube journey takes 30 minutes – so you’ll still miss the fireworks.

There are night-buses throughout the night that could take you to Wimbledon, Morden, Raynes Park and Kingston and the closest
to Epsom and Ewell being the 93 from Putney Bridge to North Cheam. But threats of strikes may effect journeys and you must
check on the day to avoid being stranded.

If you know of any other alternatives to get back to Epsom and Ewell leaving London after midnight do let us know.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-and-ewell-miss-out-on-new-year-transport

