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Party divide on Surrey solar farm?
21 November 2024

Plans for a Surrey solar farm have been questioned as an MP has called for the government to look again at the
“nationally significant” decision. Jeremy Hunt, MP for Godalming and Ash, has supported the request of Compton Parish
Council to call in the application.

The University of Surrey was granted permission to build solar panels on a 43-hectare site west of Blackwell Farm, Hog’s
Back near Guildford on November 6. In partnership with SEE Energy, the solar farm is said to provide 34% of the
University’s current electricity needs. On its own, the facility will increase total renewable energy generation in Surrey by
13%.

Mr Hunt, whose constituency covers the southern and western part of the site, has written to the Minister of Housing,
Communities and Local Government Angela Rayner to express his concern on the facility’s impact on the countryside. The
southern parts of the site are assessed as meeting National Landscape criteria and recommended for inclusion within the
revised part of the Surrey Hills boundary.

In his letter to Mrs Rayner, who is also the Deputy Prime Minister, Mr Hunt said he was worried the development “may
set a precedent for emerging policy relating to National Landscape land”. He wrote: “Rather than selecting brownfield,
this site selected is high value farmland in a geographically significant and nationally important landscape.”

He added: “Given the national importance of this decision, I support the view of Compton Parish Council and CPRE that
the application should be called in and determined by a Planning Inspector.”

The secretary of state decides whether to review a planning decision based on government policies after a request to call
in has been made. If approved, the Planning Inspectorate will hold a public inquiry into the proposal and produce a
recommendation. 

Surrey Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) charity also wrote to the deputy PM in November, arguing the decision
for the solar farm on green belt land be overturned. John Goodridge, Surrey CPRE chair, raised concerns on the impact of
“agricultural land, encroachment on the green belt, harm to ancient woodland, the land’s legal status as candidate for
inclusion in the Surrey Hills National Landscape”. 

However, Guildford’s MP Zöe Franklin has defended the solar farm plans and she support’s the university’s aims through
the investment. 

The new Liberal Democrat MP said she “recognise[s] that solar farms can be contentious  “important part of providing
renewable energy for a sustainable, low-carbon future”. Mrs Franklin said: “This solar farm proposal is a move towards
clean, affordable, local energy production and supports our local grid capacity in Guildford and our villages.”

She expressed her confidence in Guildford Borough Council’s planning committee having made the decision in line with
planning regulations.  But, the Guildford MP added she would also like to see the university include solar installations of
their existing  buildings and car parks. 

A spokesperson for the University of Surrey said: “We are proud to play our part in reducing emissions – not just through
this facility, but also through adding solar to the large roof on the Surrey Sports Park, progressing feasibility studies to
maximise  other  on-campus  generation  –  for  example  on  our  car  parks  –  and  a  comprehensive  energy  efficiency
programme. 

“We hope others will follow our lead, as there is no time to waste in increasing renewable generation to reduce emissions
and increase Surrey and UK energy security. This project is firmly in line with local and national planning policy priorities,
and we look forward to bringing it on stream in the near future.”

Related report:

Surrey University to get a third of its power from the Sun

£12 million bus boost for Surrey
21 November 2024

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/party-divide-on-surrey-solar-farm
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-university-to-get-a-third-of-its-power-from-the-sun
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Surrey County Council has been allocated £12,074,800 from the Department for Transport, to further improve and protect
local buses.  

The council will work with bus operators to allocate the funding, which is likely to generate more frequent buses on
popular routes, protect services in rural areas and improve punctuality.

The investment will also be used to help Surrey bus services grow their passenger numbers and to support people who
rely on them to make essential journeys.

Matt Furniss, Cabinet Member for Transport, Infrastructure and Growth at Surrey County Council said, “I’m
delighted that Surrey will  benefit  from this essential  funding which will  help us to build upon our own significant
investment and encourage more people to take the bus.

We’ve recently added 54 new zero emission buses to our fleet, invested £6.3m in more ultra-low and zero emission
community transport minibuses, £9m in bus priority measures to ensure Surrey buses turn up on time, and £1.4m in
improving information for passengers at bus stops.

Our Surrey LINK card gives young people half-price bus travel and we’ve expanded our on-demand Surrey Connect bus
services to cover areas where there are limited fixed bus routes, giving more options to travel by bus for all residents
right across Surrey, particularly supporting our rural areas.”

26 million journeys were made by bus in Surrey during 2023.

Surrey University to get a third of its power from
the Sun
21 November 2024

Permission has been granted for The University of Surrey to build a solar farm on green belt land. The scheme will
provide the university with 34 per cent of its electricity, helping reach its net zero carbon emissions targets by 2030. 

Working in partnership with SSE Energy Solutions, the university has proposed to place 22,410 solar panels across three
fields on the Hogs Back in Guildford. The 12.21 megawatt farm will provide electricity directly to the university by a 50m
underground cable link, zig-zagging to a substation on the Stag Hill campus.

After rigorously debating for over an hour, members of Guildford Borough Council’s (GBC) planning committee approved
the scheme on November 6. A majority of nine councillors voted in favour, with four against and two abstentions. 

Cllr Joss Bigmore said it was an “incredibly difficult decision”, boiling it down to the “substantial benefits” of renewable
energy versus “some of the highest landscape protection areas”. 

Despite the students’ union supporting the scheme, the application attracted over a hundred objections from residents,
and 15 other groups. Speakers at the meeting vocalised their anxiety that the harm to the green belt and Area of Great
Landscape Value had been “downplayed” by planning officers and feared approval would open the floodgates. 

Cllr Pat Oven raised issues with the solar panels being used on agricultural land, arguing: “You can’t grow crops on any
old land but you can graze sheep anywhere; we need to grow food in this country.”

Planning agent Paul Rogers told the committee it is “financially essential” the university decarbonises its energy supply.
He added: “A stable university is critical to a thriving Guildford”. Councillors heard that the university’s energy costs have
increased significantly, soaring from £4m to £17m per year. 

Will Davies, Chief Operating Officer for the University of Surrey, said: “This solar facility is critically important for our
University and the wider Guildford community – helping us to deliver on our commitment to achieve net zero by 2030,
while also enhancing our financial stability and energy security after the price shocks caused by the energy crisis.

 “Our modest scheme will boost the county of Surrey’s renewable energy generation capacity by 13%. It will be delivered
alongside wider plans to add solar to University rooftops and car parks, and a package of measures to increase our energy
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efficiency in general.”

Set to go live in 2025, the solar farm will be in operation for 35 years before being decommissioned back to a field.

Image: Solar Power farm unrelated to University

Up hill struggle to stop oil drilling in Surrey – pays
off?
21 November 2024

A clash between environmental advocates and oil developers at Horse Hill in Surrey has resurfaced as local campaigners
question why oil production continues despite a lack of planning permission. The Weald Action Group, which represents
numerous community groups opposing fossil fuel extraction across Southeast England, has raised concerns over ongoing
operations by Horse Hill Developments Ltd (HHDL). The site, located in the Surrey Hills, is still producing oil even though
the Supreme Court recently ruled that planning permission was granted unlawfully, citing omissions in the environmental
impact assessment.

This summer, the UK Supreme Court upheld a challenge brought by environmentalist Sarah Finch on behalf of the Weald
Action Group. The ruling faulted Surrey County Council for not considering indirect greenhouse gas emissions linked to
the burning of the oil produced at Horse Hill when they approved the application. Consequently, the planning approval
was nullified, marking a significant win for the environmental action group and setting a precedent that has since
impacted other oil and gas sites across the UK.

In response to continued production at Horse Hill, the Weald Action Group’s legal team has written to Surrey County
Council, requesting clarity on whether HHDL’s operations are indeed unauthorized and if the council intends to enforce a
halt to production until retrospective planning permissions are secured. “It’s not clear why UKOG are still producing oil at
Horse Hill despite having no planning permission to do so,” the group’s spokesperson stated. Meanwhile, Chris Coghlan,
the newly elected MP for Dorking and Horley, has also pressed the council for answers.

The council’s statement confirmed it is aware of the issue, stressing that without planning permission, HHDL’s production
activities may indeed be unlawful. It stated: “Following the Supreme Court decision, there is no planning permission for
oil production at the site… The County Council is continuing its enforcement investigation and will determine whether
formal enforcement action is expedient.” While the council refrained from offering a definitive timeline, it confirmed that
formal enforcement remains a possibility, pending the ongoing investigation.

For the Weald Action Group and concerned residents, the situation underscores broader frustrations with fossil fuel
projects in rural areas.  Their efforts highlight a commitment to maintaining local accountability and environmental
protections, especially in ecologically sensitive areas like the Surrey Hills.

UPDATE:

In a major development in the ongoing Horse Hill oil drilling controversy, UK Oil & Gas PLC (UKOG) has ordered the
cessation of oil production at its Horse Hill site following intense public and political pressure. The decision comes after
weeks of scrutiny, with mounting calls from local activists, national environmental groups, media outlets, and the newly
elected MP for Dorking and Horley, Chris Coghlan, urging an end to operations that lacked valid planning permission.

The Weald Action Group, which represents a network of community groups opposed to oil and gas development in the
Southeast, welcomed the decision but condemned the circumstances that led to it. “We are pleased that they have now
suspended operations,” they stated, “but we are appalled that it took protests by Extinction Rebellion, news coverage,
questions from the local MP, and the threat of legal action by Friends of the Earth to bring them to this conclusion.”
According to the group, the suspension followed sustained pressure and widespread public outrage over UKOG’s ongoing
activities despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that rendered Horse Hill’s planning permission invalid.

Brian Alexander, Communications Director for UKOG, initially defended the company’s position, claiming on Channel 4
that production at Horse Hill was compliant. “It’s not unlawful. We would not be doing it if it was unlawful… We are of the
understanding, certainly from Surrey, that we are doing what we should be doing,” Alexander told the media.

In a statement issued after halting production, UKOG announced: “After recent discussions with Surrey County Council
(SCC) and in keeping with the Company’s strategic move from oil & gas into material scale clean hydrogen storage
projects, we instructed our subsidiary Horse Hill Developments Ltd (HHDL) to voluntarily suspend oil production at the
Horse Hill site.” The suspension, effective as of Friday, October 25, reportedly aligns with the company’s new focus on
hydrogen storage projects, reflecting a shift away from oil and gas.

UKOG emphasized that its actions regarding Horse Hill had been lawful, adding that HHDL has maintained regulatory
compliance throughout its six years of operations. The company noted that discussions with Surrey County Council had
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been ongoing since June 2024 and included a recent site visit by council officials on October 16. UKOG stated it will now
work  closely  with  Surrey  County  Council  to  ensure  a  thorough  suspension  process  and  to  support  the  planning
redetermination process. This includes safely securing and decommissioning the Horse Hill  site in compliance with
environmental regulations.

The Weald Action Group, meanwhile, remains vigilant, stressing that it will continue to monitor UKOG’s activities and
press for accountability at Horse Hill and other oil sites across the region. The group’s focus now turns to ensuring that
any future decisions align with environmental protections and the community’s demands for transparency and local
oversight.

Related reports:

The Hills Are Alive With the Sound of Drilling… ?

Justice Stops Oil

Image is AI generated imaginary picture of oil drilling in hills.

Epsom and Ewell adopts new Climate Action Plan
21 November 2024

Tuesday 15th October Epsom and Ewell Borough Council’s Environment Committee approved a new five year Climate
Action Plan (2025-2029).

The Plan outlines a comprehensive strategy to meet the Council’s commitment to becoming carbon neutral by 2035. This
second five-year plan builds upon the first Climate Change Action Plan, which ends in 2024, and introduces 52 key
objectives across six main themes, aiming to reduce the Council’s own carbon footprint and address Borough-wide
emissions. The Plan also reflects input from cross-party groups and officers involved in climate change and biodiversity
efforts.

The six themes include:

Council Leadership and Influencing Others: Focused on policy development, leadership, and collaboration with1.
external partners to influence carbon reduction across the Borough.

Council  Buildings and Energy Use: Aimed at reducing energy consumption in council-owned buildings and2.
exploring renewable energy options such as solar panels and energy-efficient systems.

Transport: The plan includes strategies to reduce emissions from the Council’s fleet and encourage electric3.
vehicle infrastructure in public car parks and on streets.

Environmental Improvements: Objectives include increasing biodiversity, promoting local food production, and4.
ensuring sustainable land management practices.

Waste Management: Targeting reductions in waste production and improving recycling rates across the Borough.5.

Technology and Information Systems:  Leveraging data  and new technologies  to  track carbon impacts  and6.
implement climate-smart solutions.

The plan incorporates specific performance indicators, financial costs, and the projected carbon impact for each objective,
ensuring transparent monitoring of progress. Key initiatives include transitioning to a green fleet, enhancing energy
efficiency in public buildings, supporting local energy projects, and promoting biodiversity and sustainable transport
options. The plan stresses the importance of partnerships, particularly with Surrey County Council, to foster local and
regional collaboration on environmental sustainability .

Here is a summary of ten interesting objectives from the 52 listed in the Climate Action Plan:

Local Plan Development: Integrate climate change mitigation and adaptation into the Local Plan, focusing on low carbon
design, energy-efficient buildings, sustainable transport, and environmental impact minimisation .

Green Procurement: Revise procurement policies to prioritise low-carbon products and services, thereby reducing the
Council’s total carbon footprint from supply chains .

Supplier Engagement: Identify the Council’s most carbon-intensive suppliers and collaborate with them to reduce their
emissions .

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/the-hills-are-alive-with-the-sound-of-drilling
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/justice-stops-oil
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-and-ewell-adopts-new-climate-action-plan
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Energy Efficiency in Private Rentals: Support compliance with Minimum Energy Efficiency Standards (MEES) in private
rental properties, ensuring properties achieve an Energy Performance Certificate (EPC) rating of E or above .

Green  Skills  Development:  Work  with  Surrey  County  Council  to  promote  green  careers  and  skills  development,
particularly in the areas of construction and retrofitting, to meet future workforce needs .

Tree  Planting:  Implement  the  Council’s  Tree  Management  Plan  to  increase  tree  cover  in  the  borough,  enhancing
biodiversity and contributing to carbon sequestration .

Sustainable Energy Production: Explore options for larger-scale sustainable energy projects on Council-owned land, such
as solar farms .

LED Lighting Replacement: Replace traditional lighting at Council assets, like Epsom Playhouse and Bourne Hall, with
energy-efficient LED lighting .

Solar Energy Feasibility: Investigate the potential for installing solar panels, solar storage, and solar carports on Council-
operated assets and land .

Government Funding for Green Projects: Actively pursue government and external funding opportunities for energy
efficiency and decarbonisation projects across Council buildings .

These objectives exemplify the Council’s comprehensive approach to addressing climate change, focusing on reducing
carbon emissions, enhancing energy efficiency, and fostering community engagement in sustainability efforts.

Epsom  and  Ewell  Council  answers  parking
complaint immediately
21 November 2024

Charles Moseley of Hurstpierpoint complained in a letter dated 8th October to the Epsom and Ewell Times about the
running out  of  Epsom Playhouse beer  and the Ashley  Centre  Car  Park during his  visit  to  the Counterfeit  Stones
performance. Just five hours later (by coincidence) Epsom and Ewell Borough Council wrote to us with a new plan to
improve the parking experience. They could not be expected to fix an unexpected peak in the demand for beer at the
Borough’s showpiece theatre venue. Here are the communications in full.

8th October 2024 10:28 hrs

Dear Sirs,

I am writing to say how much we enjoyed a gig by The Counterfeit Stones, who were really good.  However we arrived
fairly early and decided to have a drink in the theatre bar and were served by a very nice bar lady who proceeded to pour
two pints of London Pride.  But she only managed one and a half before running out!  She was very apologetic in saying
that she had no more bitter of any description, only lager, cider and spirits.  Apparently this was due to the audience of
the previous night’s show supping all the bitter. What are about 400 mainly middle or above aged Rolling Stones fans
supposed to do with no beer?  We had to plunge the depths of Epsom’s society pubs and eventually found, at the third
attempt, something resembling beer in Wetherspoons.  As for the car park, well that was something else with two queues
out and at least one in each line that had not paid or lost their little yellow disc! It was chaos! And £5.00 for the privilege!
So it’s full marks for the band and bar lady, as for Epsom Council?  Give me strength!

Charles Moseley

Hurstpierpoint

Epsom & Ewell Borough Council are installing a new Auto Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) parking system at the
Ashley Centre car park in Epsom town centre this month. Work will begin from 14 October and is expected to take three
weeks to complete.

The ANPR system will mean that car users can drive up to the barrier and enter the car park with their registration being
used for identification and payment upon exit.

The new system will remove the need for tokens and the associated charges that are incurred when they are lost. Cash
and card payment options will be available on all floors, as well as the ability to pay remotely.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-and-ewell-council-answers-parking-complaint-immediately
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Councillor Liz Frost, Chair of the Environment Committee, said:

“The works taking place at the Ashley Centre car park are a welcome upgrade to a more modern and convenient system.
We know the tokens have been a cause of frustration to many drivers as they are small, difficult to find and easily lost
(leading to penalties being issued).

“We appreciate that the necessary work may cause some inconvenience for drivers during the installation of the new
ANPR System, and we apologise for this. However, we feel the upgrades will be a great improvement and make it easier
and quicker for people visiting Epsom Town Centre to park.

“With Christmas just around the corner, we believe the upgrades to the car park support the ongoing work we are
undertaking to boost the local economy by making Epsom Town centre a more hassle-free and therefore more attractive
place to visit.”

Epsom and Ewell Brough Council 8th October 2024 16:00hrs

Surrey schools greenest in England
21 November 2024

Surrey County Council is proud to announce that it continues to lead in England in environmental education, boasting the
largest number of Eco-Schools Green Flag awards for the second consecutive year. There are over 170 schools working on
the Eco-Schools programme, with 98 schools across the county having earned this internationally recognised accolade,
Surrey is at the forefront of fostering a sustainable future through education. 

The Eco-Schools programme, the largest education programme globally, provides a structured framework for embedding
sustainability into schools.  

Surrey’s achievement represents the active participation of over 52,000 pupils who are part of a Green Flag school.
Approximately 2,200 of these students have played a direct role in their schools’ journey to achieving the Green Flag
status.  

Activities that have taken place include: 

Running switch off campaigns to save energy. 

Growing fruit and vegetables on their school grounds. 

Building new ponds to increase biodiversity. 

Planting trees to encourage more wildlife and improve air quality. 

Making signs for bins to make sure people use the correct bins, to help increase recycling. 

Installing water buts to collect rainwater. 

Monitoring energy use, water use and sustainable transport practices to see where they can improve.  

Following national campaigns such as Walk to School Week and Recycle Week.  

The projects have engaged over 52,000 pupils and are already reaping benefits which include: 

Saving a total of 1,196,638 kwh of electricity  

Diverting 90,645 tonnes of waste from landfill 

Creating 12,584 (m2) of natural habitat 

7,400 pupils participating in walking and cycling initiatives 

Over £10,000 has been raised for environmental projects in schools 

Over 30,000 pupils have taken part in a curriculum based environmental lesson 

Marisa Heath, Cabinet Member for Environment at Surrey County Council, said: “We are very proud to have the
most schools with Eco-Schools Green Flags in England, and this is a testament to the hard work of those schools. It is vital
to ensure the next generation understands how we can look after our environment and is prepared to make informed,
environmentally aware choices. Many young people are passionate about the environment from recycling to air quality,
and Eco-Schools provides them with a proven platform to make a real difference in their school and local community.” 

Clare Curran, Cabinet Member for Children, Families and Lifelong Learning adds: “The Eco-Schools programme
empowers students to take the lead in environmental action, encouraging them to become champions of positive change
both now and in the future. It’s fantastic to see this acknowledgement of their efforts from a globally recognised awards
programme.”  

More information about Eco-Schools  in Surrey,  including how to sign up can be found Surrey County Council’s
website. 
Image: St Peters CofE Primary in Farnham were recently awarded Green Flag status with support from Surrey County Council

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-schools-greenest-in-england
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/road-safety/schools/primary/eco-and-health-friendly-services/eco-schools#:~:text=Eco%2DSchools%20is%20a%20globally,more%20about%20protecting%20the%20environment.
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/road-safety/schools/primary/eco-and-health-friendly-services/eco-schools#:~:text=Eco%2DSchools%20is%20a%20globally,more%20about%20protecting%20the%20environment.
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Surrey’s one stop shop to save energy
21 November 2024

Surrey residents can now receive support to upgrade their homes with energy saving ‘retrofit’  measures including
insulation, heat pumps and solar panels through an innovative Home Energy Improvement ‘One-Stop Shop’ pilot scheme.  

Surrey County Council (SCC) is working in partnership with Furbnow, specialists in home energy improvements, to help
people make the transition to a lower energy and better performing home.  

The service is for households that are looking to invest in their home’s energy performance but need help to get their
home energy project planned, designed and installed. Eligible Surrey residents can access 60% off the cost to plan, design
and manage their home energy project.  

Marisa Heath, Surrey County Council Cabinet Member for Environment said: “I am delighted that we are working
with Furbnow on such an innovative and important pilot to support our residents to install energy saving measures.  

“We know that cost plays a huge part in residents being able to self-fund improvements to their homes, but this could be a
way for everyone to reduce their bills for the long-term. 

“As well as saving money, and making your home more resilient and future proofed, residential energy use accounts for
over 30% of Surrey’s emissions so improving the energy performance of as many of our homes as we can makes a huge
difference in achieving our goal of being Net Zero Carbon by 2050.” 

All Surrey residents can receive support from Furbnow’s team via their website, and the first 245 homes can access a
subsidised whole house assessment and Home Energy Plan, if they live in one of the 300,000 Surrey homes that have poor
energy performance.  

Becky Lane, CEO of Furbnow, added: “We’re thrilled to partner with Surrey County Council on this groundbreaking
initiative. The Home Energy Improvement One-Stop Shop is designed to simplify the often-complex process of home
energy upgrades. By providing expert guidance, quality assurance, and streamlined service from planning to installing,
we’re empowering Surrey residents to make their homes more energy-efficient, comfortable, and valuable.  

“This not only benefits individual homeowners through reduced energy bills and improved living conditions but also
contributes significantly to Surrey’s carbon reduction goals. We’re excited to see the positive impact this pilot will have on
the community and the environment.”  

All Surrey residents can receive support from Furbnow’s team via their website, and the first 245 homes can access a
subsidised whole house assessment and Home Energy Plan, if they live in one of the 300,000 Surrey homes that have poor
energy performance.  

A Home Energy Plan, after the in-person survey, outlines recommended energy efficiency improvements for a home,
detailing,  the  benefits,  estimated  costs,  impacts,  and  suggested  installation  order.  This  can  reduce  their  energy
consumption and their bills, and improve the respiratory health of their household, and perhaps even increase the value of
their homes. Furbnow also manage the design and installation of any energy efficiency improvements to your home to
take the hassle out of your project. 

It’s free to register and there is no obligation to go ahead with a Home Energy Plan or the installation of measures. 

For more information about the One Stop Shop scheme, visit www.furbnow.com/surrey. 

Surrey’s outstanding beauty expanding?
21 November 2024

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surreys-one-stop-shop-to-save-energy
http://www.furbnow.com/surrey
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surreys-outstanding-beauty-expanding
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The Surrey Hills could be made significantly larger as Natural England considers expanding the borders of the county’s
“iconic and beautiful” landscape.

Each year millions of people are drawn to Surrey’s “views and beauty” as they search out rare habitats and ancient
woodlands – not to mention locations from Hollywood hits – and now moves are afoot to protect even more of Surrey’s
cultural heritage.

A consultation has been launched on expanding the Surrey Hills, with up to 27 new areas brought under the label, that
could result in the area of outstanding natural beauty being made up to 30 per cent larger.

That  figure  includes  the  potential  13  “minor  areas”  that  could  be  removed  from the  protection  afforded  by  the
designation.

An area of outstanding natural beauty are protected by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 to conserve and
enhance natural beauty. Any planning proposals submitted in these areas must have regard for the purpose of conserving
and enhancing the natural beauty of the Surrey Hills.

Nature England area deputy director Allison Potts said: “If the proposed areas are added to the Surrey Hills National
Landscape, this could bring many benefits including conserving and enhancing the natural and cultural heritage, as well
as the views and beauty of the area.

“It will give improved access to nature for the benefit of people’s health and wellbeing whilst boosting economic growth
and local tourism and safeguard a nationally important landscape for future generations. 

“All on the doorstep of London.” 

The Surrey Hills, described by Natural England as “an iconic and beautiful landscape encompassing rare habitats from
acid and chalk grassland to extensive ancient woodland” is enjoyed by millions of residents and visitors. 

It stretches across the county and includes the chalk slopes of the North Downs from Farnham at its furthermost western
point to Oxted in the east. Its southern boundary stretches to the densely wooded Greensand Hills around Haslemere.   

The consultation features an online survey as well as a series of roadshows to help Natural England consider whether to
approve a draft designation order to include new land within the national landscape.  

It is the first time the Surrey Hills boundary has been reviewed since its original designation in 1958 and comes after a
number of borough and district councils began designating areas bordering the Surrey Hills as Areas of Great Landscape
Value in recognition of their value at a county level. 

Natural England, after a formal request by the Surrey Hills National Landscape Board, will now consider whether these
and others should be included within the designation.

If successful it would still require approval from the secretary of state for environment, food and rural affairs. 

In 2023, more than 1,500  individuals and organisations responded to the survey to express their views on the future of
the Surrey Hills.

Of those, an overwhelming majority supported the extensions, Natural England said.

Ms Potts added: “If the proposed areas are added to the Surrey Hills National Landscape, this could bring many benefits
including conserving and enhancing the natural and cultural heritage, as well as the views and beauty of the area. 

“It will give improved access to nature for the benefit of people’s health and wellbeing whilst boosting economic growth
and local tourism and safeguard a nationally important landscape for future generations. All on the doorstep of London.” 

 Areas under consideration include Wey Valley  Hogs Back Cranleigh Waters, Hatchlands and East Clandon as well as 
Headley Hill Limpsfield, Betchworth Hills and Mole Valley

Image: Surrey Hills National Landscape, Frensham Ponds (Image Natural England/ LYDIA2)

Trust the public to check our rivers
21 November 2024

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/trust-the-public-to-check-our-rivers
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The Big River Watch is returning. From 6th to 12th September, the South East Rivers Trust is inviting people across the
South East to join the only UK and Ireland-wide citizen science survey of river health, which has attracted more than
9,000 participants in its first year. 

Anyone can join the Big River Watch by downloading the free, easy-to-use app and spending 15 minutes by their local
river, answering the simple survey questions. The results will be made available on an interactive dashboard and will help
drive action to improve rivers both on-the-ground and via campaigns and political advocacy. 

We want to build a complete picture of river health, and topics covered include the plants and wildlife people can see, as
well as visible signs of pollution or observations on flow levels. Some of the rivers and chalk streams across South East
England provide habitats for rare species such as Beavers, Otters, Nightingales, Turtle Doves, Salmon and Brown Trout.
It’s essential that we try and restore healthy ecosystems for these rare species and local communities by carefully
monitoring the health of the waterways across the region.

The South East Rivers Trust is running a series of volunteer events across the South East throughout September,
including river clean-ups, gravel seeding and planting, where local communities can get involved and help restore their
river: www.southeastriverstrust.org/events

Bella Davies, CEO at The South East Rivers Trust, said: “People across the UK and Ireland are becoming more and more
interested in the health of their rivers, using their voices – and their votes – to show they care. With the Big River Watch,
anyone can get involved in monitoring signs of pollution, spotting wildlife, and sharing their connection with their local
river. This isn’t just important for us gathering data but is also empowering for people who are demanding better for our
rivers.” 

Tessa Wardley, Director of Communication & Advocacy at The Rivers Trust, said: “We know that no rivers in England
are in good overall health, but we also know that environmental monitoring is currently very sparse. Having a large set of
data from one weekend will help our experts to understand what’s going on in our rivers, and what needs to be done to
make them cleaner, healthier, and part of a thriving wider environment. As well as learning where pollution and wildlife
are spotted, we also want to know how spending time near rivers affects people’s wellbeing, so I’d encourage anyone and
everyone to spend some time by their river and make their voice heard.” 

The survey includes questions on river wildlife, signs of pollution, and health and wellbeing 

Results will be updated in near-real time on the Big River Watch Data Dashboard 

More than 9,000 people have now taken part in the Big River Watch, 59% of those being new to citizen science

Related reports:

Chalking up a victory for the Hogsmill

Voles let loose on the Hogsmill

Ewell’s wetlands to be celebrated on an open day

Image: Views of the Hogsmill River that runs through Epsom and Ewell
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https://theriverstrust.org/big-river-watch-data-explorer
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https://epsomandewelltimes.com/voles-let-loose-on-the-hogsmill
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