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Council’s contribution to our safety

Epsom and Ewell’s Crime and Disorder Committee met Wednesday 17" January to endorse an updated Community Safety Action
Plan for 2024-25.

This followed a period of consultation in which Chris Grayling MP called for more attention to be paid to prevent local parks
being used for drug dealing, one resident’s request for slimy leaves being swept up being disregarded as not relevant to the Plan,
the Liberal Democrats calling for more action on minor crime such as theft from cars and a citizen asking for the Stones Road
tunnel under the railway line to be closed because of drug-dealing.

The plan was adopted unanimously and a summary follows:

In an effort to maintain its reputation as a safe haven amidst changing crime patterns, Epsom and Ewell Borough Council has
rolled out a comprehensive Community Safety Action Plan for the upcoming year. The plan addresses emerging challenges,
emphasizing the protection of vulnerable individuals and enhancing community engagement.

The borough aims to tackle crime at its roots by prioritizing the most vulnerable and those at risk. The implementation of
Community Harm and Risk Reduction Meetings (CHaRMM) is a cornerstone of this strategy. These multi-agency gatherings plan
interventions for both victims and perpetrators, with approximately 65 cases managed each year.

Key initiatives include attending monthly CHaRMM meetings, ensuring proper resourcing for Domestic Homicide Reviews, and
conducting Antisocial Behaviour Case Reviews. These actions aim to provide a voice for victims, address hidden crimes, and
enhance overall community safety.

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council are determined to be on the frontline against serious organized crime. Staff, including the
Environmental Enforcement team and Environmental Health Team, will undergo awareness sessions. The council also plans to
report intelligence via appropriate channels, using its unique position as landowners, event organizers, and chairing Safety
Advisory Groups to contribute to counter-terrorism efforts.

The rollout of ACT Awareness (Action Counter Terrorism) training and the establishment of Serious Organized Crime Joint Action
Groups demonstrate the borough’s commitment to staying vigilant and proactive in the fight against criminal networks.

Beyond addressing vulnerable populations, the plan includes joint initiatives such as Joint Action Groups (JAGs), which focus on
targeted interventions in specific geographical areas. The move towards a standing JAG arrangement ensures a continuous forum
for partner agencies to collectively address area-based issues.

Additionally, a thorough review of town centre data will be conducted, utilizing available tools to identify trends and behaviours
that require attention.

To foster a safer community, the borough will continue joint initiatives with other enforcement agencies, including “Meet the
Beat” and “Violence Against Women And Girls” day of action. Social media will also play a pivotal role in keeping residents
informed and engaged.

The Council pledges to amplify partner messages on social media, ensuring targeted and informative content that showcases the
results of their community safety efforts.

The meeting lasted 2 minutes 37 seconds.
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