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Ducks in a Row put Epsom 4 points on top

Forest Row 0-2 Epsom & Ewell Southern Combination League - Division One Tuesday 18th October 2022

Five weeks ago we visited Forest Row and were heading for a goalless draw in a tame contest before the match was abandoned
for a nasty injury to Andy “Woody” Hall. This time we did at least manage to complete the fixture and although we were well
worth the win, the supporters couldn’t really relax until a late second goal secured the points, which were then dedicated to
Woody by the players after the match.

This third visit to Tinsley Lane this season means that we have now played as many League matches here as we have at
Leatherhead this season. In fact, this eighth away fixture ensures that we have now completed half of our away schedule already!

We took the field in our red kit which might look nice, but is not our traditional colour and really shouldn’t ever be used
competitively, and we got off to a worrying start when a free kick was squared for a shot at goal that pinged off our crossbar in
just the eighth minute, but were soon on the attack and broke through, albeit in fortuitous circumstances in the 14th minute when
Ryan “Butch” Smith tried his luck from 25 yards and although the ball took a slight deflection off a defender, Ben Abbott, the
Forest Row keeper will have been disappointed as he let the ball slip under him and into the net.

Josh Alder then broke through on goal and poked the ball wide of Abbott who brought our man down, earning a yellow card in the
process, but he redeemed himself by saving Smith’s penalty in the 19th minute. Then Jaevon Dyer, back again after being
indisposed at Montpelier Villa on Saturday, had a good run and shot at goal but Abbott saved comfortably. He was followed by
Gideon Acheampong, maybe remembering his left footed strike when he scored at Oakwood in August, and decided to have
another go from distance, but this one sailed over the bar.

We had to make an early substitution when Alder was tackled and damaged his leg in the process and Athan Smith-Joseph came
on in his place. Smith-Joseph had originally been named in the starting eleven ahead of Alder, before the line-up was switched just
before kick off, and the new man’s contribution was almost immediate as his ball in from the left was poked into the net ahead of
Abbott by Dyer, only for the offside flag to be raised against him.

Brad Peters picked up a yellow card for a foul out wide, but from our next attack Dyer shot from an angle with Abbott doing just
enough to divert the ball around the post and from the corner Josh Owen was waiting as the ball was half cleared, and saw his
snap shot fly inches wide of the top corner. We nearly got a second in injury time as Smith-Joseph mishit his low left wing cross
and it nearly crept in; Abbott keeping the ball out with a desperate lunge with his foot.

The second half opened in a similar fashion to the first half with the home side making a decent opportunity on the right, but the
ball in was just in front of the incoming striker. We attacked again and Nick Wilson’s shot appeared to hit a hand, but to be fair,
the defender it hit was standing in very close proximity and it would have been a very harsh call to give the penalty.

Smith-Joseph was causing a lot of damage on the left wing, but then he was switched with Warren Colman and neither provided
quite the same threat. The Row striker sent a decent chance wide of our goal from the edge of the area, but they were restricted
to very few efforts on goal and their chances of taking anything from the match reduced substantially after their number 18 saw
red for a foul on Athan Smith-Joseph in the 65th minute. It didn’t appear to be particularly dangerous from where I was situated,
but our players saw it from a different angle, clearly didn’t like it and reacted as a group. Maybe this convinced the referee to
issue the red card and there was really no way back for the home side from this point. Colman struck over after good interplay
with Wilson before Smith’s free kick had the power taken out of it by a defensive wall that was no more than six yards away from
the ball. We really should ask referees to pace the ten yards out more often.

Eldi Baze came on for Colman and Smith-Joseph reverted over to the left wing. However, the game was starting to get a bit niggly
and Dyer made a great run before his shot was blocked for a corner and while on the ground he was stepped on by a defender,
which understandably led to a reaction. The referee decided to call both Captains over to tell them to calm down and to be fair
this seemed to do the trick. From the subsequent corner, Smith-Joseph saw his goal bound shot blocked on the line by a defender
and the danger was cleared.

We were then finally able to clinch the points in the 86th minute. Baze chased a ball on the right and just managed to keep his
footing as he rode a challenge. He then cut in from the right before drilling the ball into the net from twelve yards with his left
foot; the ball just flicking off both Abbott and a defender on its way in. It was his first goal for our club and one that could prove to
be quite crucial in the grand scheme of things. Another substitute Johnny “Sonic” Akoto then made a good run and set up Baze for
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another shot, but this time a defender got in the way.

In the fourth minute of injury time we had one final chance when a loose defensive pass enabled Smith-Joseph to break through
on goal, although he was unlucky to see his low shot cannon back off the post from twelve yards and the danger was cleared.

The final whistle went soon after and we now lead the table by four points and have dropped less points than any other club in the
division. However, this match and the one before it have not seen us at our most clinical, bearing in mind that the matches were
against the two teams at the foot of the table, and I believe we will need to step things up if we are to claim the points on
Saturday when we are visited by Seaford Town. However, if that sounds a little critical, it should also be pointed out that this was
our third straight clean sheet, which is a definite defensive improvement from our September results.

Epsom & Ewell: Kane Charles, Gideon Acheampong, Zach Powell, Ryan ‘Butch’ Smith, Brad Peters (c), Aaron Bogle, Josh Alder,
Nick Wilson, Jaevon Dyer, Josh Owen, Warren Colman

Subs: Athan Smith-Joseph for Alder (28), Eldi Baze for Colman (74), Steve Springett for Wilson (88), Johnny “Sonic” Akoto for
Dyer (88)

Report Source: www.eefconline.co.uk
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