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English music for Lent in Epsom
Stainer’s The Crucifixion is a classic of the Victorian era which is still loved by church choirs and choral societies. It tells the story
of Christ’s Passion with compelling arias and dramatic choruses, as well as moments of reflection, such as the anthem, “God So
Loved the World.”

The work  features  in  Epsom Choral  Society’s  spring  concert  at  St  Martin’s  Church Epsom on Saturday  9th  March.  The
programme showcases some of the most celebrated English anthems of the twentieth century. In Elgar’s “The Spirit of the Lord”
the Apostles tell of their calling to preach the Gospel, while Ireland’s transcendent “Greater Love Hath No Man” and Howells’
haunting “Like as the Hart Desireth” offer evocative interpretations of biblical texts. Finzi’s “Lo, the Full, Final Sacrifice” is a
poignant reflection on the communion gifts of bread and wine, in the words of the 17th-century mystic poet Richard Crashaw.

Isobel Squire, Chair of Epsom Choral Society, expresses her excitement for the event, stating, “We are thrilled to offer balm for
the soul with an evening of glorious English choral music. Whether or not you are a believer, the soaring melodies and gorgeous
harmonies of these wonderful settings of sacred texts are guaranteed to uplift your spirit.”

Epsom Choral Society is delighted to welcome back esteemed international soloists John Findon (tenor) and Jon Stainsby (bass),
alongside organist Peter Jaekel, for what promises to be an unforgettable evening of musical inspiration. Music Director, Julian
Collings, said: “The five works chosen for this concert revolve around the Lenten themes of preparation, waiting and penitence.
From John Stainer’s gloriously Victorian depiction of the events leading up to the Crucifixion to the emotional intensity and
heartfelt intimacy of the music of Herbert Howells and Gerald Finzi, this concert presents some of the best and most moving
music from the English Choral tradition.”

Tickets for “English Music for Lent” are available online at
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/epsom-choral-society/t-moaqzdo or by phone at 01372 727078.

Tickets are priced at £20 in advance or £22 on the door. Admission is free for attendees under 18 years of age. Each ticket
includes a complimentary programme and a glass of wine.
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