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Epsom and Ewell appeal to owners of empty homes
To mark National Empty Property Week, Epsom & Ewell Borough Council (EEBC) is getting in touch with owners of properties
that have been empty for more than two years, to try to bring them back into use.

Empty properties are considered a wasted housing resource, can attract anti-social activity, and can even create environmental
problems.

There are currently more than 250 families from Epsom & Ewell in temporary accommodation, with a further 1,336 people on the
council’s housing needs register, and many others looking for a property to rent or buy. Bringing empty properties back into use
will help households facing homelessness find accommodation within the borough, closer to their schools, jobs and local support
networks.

There are currently 64 properties that have been empty for more than two years in Epsom & Ewell. Homeowners still pay council
tax on empty properties council tax on a property that has been empty for more than two years increases to 200%, while those
empty for more than five years increases to 300%.

There are several options available for empty homeowners:

Leasing a property to the council via EEBC’s Private Sector Lease (PSL) scheme for a period of 3-5 years. The
homeowner receives a guaranteed rental income, and the council manages the property on their behalf. Where the
property requires renovation before it can be leased, the council may even be able to assist with the cost of works. 

Letting the property privately.

Selling the property to provide residential accommodation within the borough. In some instances, the council may
even be interested in purchasing the property.

Councillor Clive Woodbridge, Chair of the Community and Wellbeing Committee, said:

“Across the country, the lack of affordable housing has put massive pressure on local authorities, and Epsom & Ewell is no
different. The council’s housing team work extremely hard to house people in need but supply continually outstrips demand.

“I would implore anyone with a long-term empty property in the borough to consider getting in touch with the council or letting it
out privately. Not only would you be providing much needed accommodation but, by bringing your property back into use, you
can avoid an additional council tax burden.”

Anyone interested in contacting the council with a property to let can fill in the form on the council’s website – Do you have a
property to let? | Epsom and Ewell Borough Council

Epsom & Ewell Borough Council operates a private sector leasing scheme which allows us to assist local families in housing need
whilst reducing the risks and hassle of letting for landlords. We offer:

to manage your property

guaranteed rent

a lease of three to five years.

Find out more at Private sector leasing scheme | Epsom and Ewell Borough Council
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