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Epsom and Ewell Borough Council reveals scale of
vacancies and agency costs

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council is currently carrying 56 vacant posts, according to figures released under the Freedom of
Information Act. The disclosure sheds light on the staffing challenges facing the Borough at a time when discussions continue
over local government reorganisation (LGR) across Surrey.

The Council confirmed that five senior officers have left since April 2022, with all but two of those positions permanently
replaced. Two roles were deleted as part of an internal reorganisation.

Despite the vacancies, the Council reported no “vacancy savings” for the current financial year. In previous years, however,
unfilled posts generated savings of £286,000 in 2023/24 and £340,000 in 2022/23.

EEBC’s expenditure on agency, consultant and temporary staff remains significant, totalling £1.47 million so far in 2024/25,
following £1.76 million in 2023/24 and £1.89 million in 2022/23.

The figures show that Operational Services consistently account for the largest share of agency spending — around £985,000 this
year — followed by Property Management (£181,000) and Venues (£130,000). Other notable areas of spending include
Community Services, Environmental Health, Finance and HR.

No senior management posts are currently filled by consultants or agency staff. The Council also said it holds no internal reports
identifying recruitment difficulties or pressures linked to potential LGR changes, and no shared service arrangements have been
entered into as a result of staffing shortages.

While EEBC stated it aims to operate “as an open, transparent authority”, the figures highlight the extent to which local
authorities are relying on temporary staffing amid wider uncertainty over Surrey’s local government future.

Sam Jones - Reporter
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