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Epsom and Ewell Borough Council’s Annual Report
EEBC publishes an Annual Report amid some questions over priorities and spending.

Epsom & Ewell Borough Council has released its 2024/25 Annual Report, showcasing a range of achievements over the past year
— but opposition councillors have questioned both the purpose and timing of the publication.

The report, available on the council’s website, highlights milestones such as a balanced budget for 2025/26, the allocation of over
£2 million in Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding to neighbourhood and strategic projects, and a 100% success rate in
determining major planning applications within statutory deadlines. It also notes environmental achievements, including Epsom
Common’s eighteenth consecutive Green Flag Award and new solar panels installed at the Rainbow Leisure Centre.

Chief Executive Jackie King said she was “proud to present Epsom & Ewell Borough Council’s 2024/25 Annual Report which
reflects the dedication and impact of our teams on the borough over the last financial year.”

She praised the efforts of the council’s 280-strong workforce, highlighting the Waste Services team’s 99.9% on-time bin collection
rate and the Planning Policy team’s award-winning work at the Royal Town Planning Institute’s South East Awards for Planning
Excellence.

“I am grateful for the hard work and dedication of everyone at Epsom & Ewell Borough Council and I know we are in a good
position to meet the challenges ahead,” said Ms King. “I look forward to continuing to deliver the council’s new strategic
priorities and working towards local government reorganisation – whilst continuing to provide the high-quality services our
residents depend upon.”

However, some opposition councillors have some reservations about the report.

Cllr Alex Coley (Independent – Ruxley) said: “I wonder who the audience is for this brochure and what the staff resource was for
this work at a time when the Council is already struggling to deliver work on its strategic priorities. I also wonder who decided to
do this piece of work.”

Cllr James Lawrence  (Liberal Democrat – College) drew attention to ongoing financial pressures, particularly on housing
budgets:  “It  is  worth  noting  that  at  the  same  time  this  report  is  being  published,  an  £875k  overspend  on  temporary
accommodation by the end of the financial year is being predicted. This is due to a combination of an increase in temporary
accommodation need, and a substantially too optimistic budgeting of 71 temporary accommodation spaces when for the past year
and a half approximately 90 spaces have consistently been required. It would not be accurate to describe the current 2025/26
budget as balanced.”

Neither the Labour nor Conservative parties, both with small representations on the Council, offered comment.

Epsom & Ewell Borough Council continues to be run by the borough’s network of Residents’ Association councillors, who hold the
majority of seats.
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