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Epsom and Ewell bow out of FA Vase

Eastbourne v Epsom and Ewell FC Saturday 8th November. The Salts succumbed to a wonder strike from Eastbourne midfielder
Brett Paton early in the second half to bow out of the FA Vase, 1-0 at The Oval ground in Eastbourne in front of a crowd of around
200. Almost to rub “salts” into the wound, Paton said after the game he had not scored for 3 years, which probably shows where
the shot would normally end up.

Ben Grummitt started in goal for only his second start of the season, Obasanjo Akinniranye replaced Jason Vincent, who was cup-
tied, up front and Ali Fofahan came in for Emmanuel Limpo, who went to the bench. We came into the game in a run of 7 games
without a win, so we really needed a good performance to progress to the 3rd round. United have a good recent record at home,
although they are only mid-table in their division. Eastbourne had the best of the early exchanges except in the 4th minute where
Jason Bloor put Oba through on goal. He ran onto the pass with two defenders bearing down on him. Unfortunately, his shot
lacked power and the keeper was able to get down to his right to make a good save.

Apart from that there was little for the keepers to do. There were a lot of fouls and certainly the United players like to yell during
each tackle. Murphy-McVey was booked on 13 minutes for pulling back an Eastbourne midfielder and then a few minutes later
was subject to a poor challenge which seemed to deserve a yellow card at least, but the ref decided to keep his cards in his
pocket, to the angst of Salts co-manager Max Johnson. The referee decided to have a quick chat with Max in order to calm him
down. In between, on 15 minutes, Eastbourne had their first real chance with a good move down the left, the ball was quickly
moved across the goal before Rhyle Ovenden, Eastbourne’s captain, tried to curl a shot into the top right corner but he put a little
too much height on it and it sailed harmlessly over.

Eastbourne’s No.7 was causing trouble down our left but Harry Murphy was generally coping and in most cases blocking any
cross before any real danger. Jason Bloor and Luis Oliveira were also running the home defence and it led to a couple of free kicks
in dangerous areas but we failed to take advantage. There was a bit of trouble where we allowed a long ball up front to bounce.
Aiwone let it bounce over his head and tried to clear it. As he hit it the Eastbourne No.9 attempted to head it and it was unclear
from our position if he connected with Aiwone’s boot or the ball. He fell to the ground clutching his head and it started the
“normal kerfuffle” with United players screaming for a penalty and maybe a card, but the referee stayed firm and didn’t even give
a free kick, just a drop ball back to Grummitt.

After another series of moves around the Eastbourne box Luis was again brought down and this time the referee did bring out the
yellow card. McVey hit the wall with the initial shot but Fofahan caught the rebound on the half-volley and a powerful shot was
deflected wide. Fofahan then curled the corner onto the bar but it was cleared by the defence. Eastbourne then went down our
end and had a couple of corners. Naz then made a clearance off our own line on the 44th minute.

We went into half time all square: Eastbourne United 0-0 Epsom & Ewell FC.

Overall, the game was pretty equal with both sides moving the ball well but failing to trouble either keeper really. Eastbourne had
the first attack in the second half and the ball fell to Brett Paton who was on the Eastbourne left just outside the box. He looked
up and quickly hit a great shot that flew into the top left-hand corner, giving Grummitt no chance in goal. Eastbourne United 1-0
Epsom & Ewell FC.

The Salts didn’t really deserve to go behind but it did take a “worldie” to put Eastbourne in front. We started to move the ball
around but got caught a couple of times too. On 52 minutes Luis lost the ball on the halfway line and, being the last man on that
side, enabled the Eastbourne attack to get to the byline where a good cross was put in but Grummitt managed to just get his hand
on the ball and tip it away from a couple of players coming in at the back. On 58 minutes we made a couple of changes with Conor
McShane replacing Brendan and Ryley Merritt replacing Niall as we went in search of the equaliser. On 64 minutes we were
given a little lift when Tyano Wilson, who had been causing problems on their right, had started a run through the centre of the
pitch but the ball just started to get away from him. McShane took the ball but Wilson lunged in two-footed in an attempt to keep
the ball but only made contact with Conor and the referee had little hesitation in showing a red card. Now, following our recent
form facing 10 men, it could be said it was a blessing in disguise but we are pleased to say we did really start to cause problems.
We forced a few corners and McShane put in some lovely balls. The keeper just managed to get one hand to push the ball away
and the second corner found Oba whose shot was deflected across the goal where Naz came in on the far side but his header
crashed off the post for the second time.

On 78 minutes Oba found himself in the box and, twisting and turning, found a little space as he went to shoot. He was tackled
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and he went down. We appealed for a penalty of course and unfortunately, amidst cries of “diving” from the opposition, the
referee decided the contact was not enough for a penalty and waved our appeals away. After a couple more half chances we made
another couple of subs: Emmanuel Limpo came on for Kionte and Callum O’Keefe for Jason Bloor. On 88 minutes Ethan Nelson-
Roberts came on for Antonios Nazareth. The referee showed 6 minutes of injury time which gave us a little hope of just getting an
equaliser. On 90+2 Eastbourne nearly put the game out of reach when a slip allowed their forward in and having sent Grummitt
in goal one way, he placed the ball towards the other corner only to see it slip by the post. We managed another couple of half
chances but failed to trouble the keeper. Eastbourne then moved the ball down their right and succeeded in keeping the ball in
the corner wasting valuable minutes. We managed one last foray into the Eastbourne half and won a corner. With Grummitt also
getting into the box, it was our final chance but the corner didn’t get past the first defender and was cleared which gave the
referee the chance to blow his whistle.

So we bowed out of a cup again to Eastbourne United - Eastbourne United 1-0 Epsom & Ewell FC. After the game our joint
managers spoke about their delight in the overall performance and had actually forgotten about the fine goal that separated the
sides. Also United officials were kind in their assessment of the game, agreeing it was a good cup tie and very little separated the
two sides. Again we feel it is the lack of a striker that cost us. Oba and Ali battled well up front but were beaten by a towering
defence. When we played the ball on the ground we did cause trouble.

The end was marred by a few home supporters who decided to have a few unnecessary words with our players as they left the
field. It is a shame as you expect people to be gracious in victory as well as defeat. The situation was quickly nipped in the bud by
the Eastbourne security and officials. They apologised in the bar after and confirmed that the “supporters” concerned would be
dealt with.

It is a quick turnaround again for our next home game on Tuesday night v Eversley and California at Chalky Lane, KO 7.45. This is
probably an early “must win” game to put a bit of space between us and the bottom few clubs.

Epsom and Ewell FC Media
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