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Epsom and Ewell Council leader message for
2026

28 December 2025

Cllr Hannah Dalton (RA Stoneleigh) has outlined Epsom and Ewell Borough Council’s goals for 2026 in a
New Year message to residents. The leader has promised a smooth transition to the new mega council, East
Surrey, and services will still be there for residents.

It has been a busy year for Cllr Dalton with growing financial pressures amid housing demand for those
facing homelessness, planning applications on green belt sites and, of course, local government
reorganisation and heated debates around parish councils.

The leader wrote:

“2026 will mark the final full year of Epsom & Ewell Borough Council (EEBC) as a local authority. As the
one of the longest, independently led councils in England and Wales, that is quite a legacy and landmark.

“As Chair of the Surrey Leaders Group, I have been heavily involved in local government reorganisation
(LGR) process since it was announced in December last year. The focus for me in the next 12 months will be
around establishing the new East Surrey Unitary Council. As part of this I will be a member of the Joint
Committee for LGR in Surrey, and I want to ensure the safe and legal transition of services to the new
authority. My focus will also be on EEBC continuing to deliver for our residents and our legacy.

“Elections for the East Surrey Unitary Council in May 2026 will be pivotal, and I urge all Surrey residents
to vote when the time comes. It’s vital that everyone in our communities is represented, as these elections
will decide the make-up of the new Unitary Council that will set the strategy for the next five years.

“EEBC is also currently carrying out its second and final consultation asking residents them whether they
want to create two new community councils, Epsom Community Council and Ewell Community Council.
Epsom & Ewell is unparished which means that when EEBC is dissolved, there will be no lower tier of local
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government, and we are asking if residents want new community councils to represent local voices, be a
statutory consultee on planning matters, and more.

“Finally, next year I will look to reflect and recognise what EEBC has achieved during the 90 years since it
was formed and the vast changes it has seen. It’s an honour to lead the council in its final year of Residents’
Association administration, and I'm proud to serve our community during this landmark time.”

Emily Dalton LDRS

Hannah Dalton, leader of Epsom and Ewell Borough Council. (Credit: Epsom and Ewell Borough Council)
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