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Epsom and Ewell drive home in virgin waters

2 August 2026

Virginia Water 1-2 Epsom & Ewell Saturday 4th August. Chertsey Town (Groundshare). Combined Counties Premier
League

The Salts began the new season in perfect fashion, overturning a first-half deficit to claim a deserved 2-1 away victory
over Virginia Water. On Chertsey Town’s immaculate surface, Epsom & Ewell produced a performance full of intensity,
resilience and attacking intent.

From the opening whistle, the Salts looked sharp. Early pressure produced several blocked efforts as the Virginia Water
defence scrambled to keep them at bay. Despite controlling the tempo, the visitors found themselves behind after 29
minutes when Stuart Mortimer broke through and finished clinically, punishing a momentary lapse at the back.

The response was immediate. Courtney Swaby struck the upright after excellent footwork inside the box, reminding
everyone that the Salts were far from finished. More pressure followed, but the equaliser remained elusive as the sides
went into the break with Virginia Water leading 1-0.

The second half saw the Salts emerge with renewed purpose. Jason Vincent had a golden one-on-one opportunity but
dragged his effort wide. Managerial changes soon followed, with Oba, Luke Miller and Prince Aderogba introduced to
inject fresh energy.

The breakthrough arrived through an unlikely source. Defender Stefan Aiwone surged forward and delivered a teasing
ball - or was it a shot? Whatever the intention, it sailed beyond the goalkeeper and into the net to level the scores at 1-1.

Further substitutions saw Ryley Merrett and Ore Allen enter the fray, and barely two minutes later the turnaround was
complete. Super-sub Luke Miller controlled the ball brilliantly inside the box before firing home a superb finish, sending
the travelling supporters into celebration and putting the Salts 2-1 ahead.

The Salts then saw out the remaining minutes professionally to secure all three points. It was the perfect way to begin the
season and an excellent away victory to start the campaign.
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