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Epsom and Ewell FC caught Knapping?

5 November 2023

KNAPHILL

FOOTRALL CLLUB
T T

Epsom & Ewell 0-4 Knaphill. Combined Counties League - Premier Division. Saturday 4th November 2023. We have been
unfortunate to come up against arguably the best two teams in the League in consecutive weeks and we appear to have
been soundly beaten by both if you look solely at the score lines. However, as with last week’s defeat at Farnham, we gave
as good as we got for large periods of this game, only to fall apart in a ten minute spell at the end of the match, when the
visitors scored three times to complete a 4-0 victory over our boys.

Now, all who read these reports will know that I'm honest with my summaries, even when we are poor, and it might sound
like a broken record here, but we have actually played quite well in our last two matches. However, the two teams we
have faced just had more quality than we do currently and whilst we are now a lot more competitive and will fancy our
chances of survival this year, these two results will not define our season.

In a match that was in my opinion excellently officiated, with exception of a penalty shout towards the end that was never
likely to be given, due to the referee allowing the game to flow instead of blowing the whistle every few seconds, we made
a few changes to our starting eleven. In came Nick Inwugwu and Ash Snadden at the back, while further forward Luke
Miller came in for his first start since returning to our club in a more central role than where we used to see him play a
couple of seasons back while Sirak Negassi earned another start on the left wing after playing well from the bench last
week. We then had to make a final change after Ollie Thompson tweaked his knee in the warm up and it was decided not
to risk things; Reece Tierney coming in for him, although Thompson remained as a named player on the bench.

The opening ten minutes of the match were very much in favour of the confident visitors who had been unfortunate to
pick up just the one point in Jersey the Saturday before and an early chance was headed over the bar before they took the
lead in the 11th minute when a ball into the right hand channel was then set up into the stride of Calvin Camara running
across the edge of the penalty area and he guided a low left footed shot beyond Harvey Keogh into the far corner to open
the scoring.

The crowd of 98, boosted largely by the postponements of other local matches is definitely a positive advertisement for
having an artificial surface. However, one of the negatives appears to be that we just cannot go ninety minutes on this
surface without picking up at least one injury and this time, following a corner, Zach Powell went down after twisting his
lower leg as he landed and he required treatment, although was unable to continue, so Thompson Adeyemi joined the
action and it appeared as though Keogh took the Captain’s armband on. If our keeper was Captain, it would represent one
of our youngest ever players to hold the position.

The remaining twenty minutes of the half was very even, although it was apparent that the visitors were very solid at the
back and we rarely threatened to break through. Inwugwu made a good run on the right and reached the touchline, but
his cross was parried away by Jos Barker and we went in at the break, just the one goal down, but very much in the match
still.

The first item of note in the second half came when the referee had to stop play to take issue with one of our substitutes,
George Owusu, who was warming up perfectly normally on the touchline. However, his fluorescent yellow top was
clashing with that of the Knaphill team and he was asked to remove it!

The game continued in a similar pattern to that of the first half with both teams cancelling each other out in midfield.
Rory Edwards and Adeyemi were both heavily involved, but we were unable to find that pass through to our front men. In
the 69th minute a deep Knaphill corner was met with a towering downward header at the far post but Keogh did really
well to keep the ball out. However, the visitors were getting closer and they had a goal disallowed for offside just four
minutes later before putting another header over the bar from a good position. Then Keogh was down low to make
another good save from close range as Camara threatened a second goal.

However, it wasn’t until the 80th minute when the man of the match got involved. Joining the action as a substitute
Spencer Whitfield received a clever slide rule pass inside Inwugwu, which he ran onto and cut back before clipping the
ball past Keogh into the far corner from 12 yards to give Knaphill that two goal cushion.

And with the result no longer in doubt, the visitors really turned it on. Keogh had to make another low save to turn the
shot around the post. Owusu had by now been introduced although Ethan Nelson-Roberts’ good work on the left was
wasted a little when Owusu sent the shot high and wide. Then in the 88th minute we gave the ball away in midfield and
Knaphill broke on the left, sending a sweeping delivery across goal to Stacey Thripp at the far post and his delivery was
bundled in by Whitfield from close range. Moments later Edwards tumbled in the area, and whilst we have seen penalties
given before, you knew it wouldn’t be given today and we allowed the visitors to break where Whitfield then completed
his hat trick at which point the substitute was then promptly subbed off again!

In summary, we competed well for all but the first ten and the last ten minutes of this match, but against the top teams in
this division we need to accept we are still a fair way short and the upcoming match at Imperial Fields against Tooting &
Mitcham United will provide a much better guide of where we are likely to finish this season.
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Epsom & Ewell: Harvey Keogh, Nick Inwugwu, Ethan Nelson-Roberts, Ash Snadden, Zach Powell (c), Reece Tierney, Luke
Miller, Rory Edwards, Ade Batula, Jaan Stanley, Sirak Negassi

Subs: Thompson Adeyemi for Powell (25), George Owusu for Negassi (55), Tino Carpene for Batula (70), Marlon Pinder
for Miller (84)

Report Source: www.eefconline.co.uk
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