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Epsom and Ewell FC Top the Table

Epsom & Ewell 2-0 Hailsham Town. Southern Combination League - Division One. Saturday 8th October 2022.

It was back to League action on Saturday following our midweek League Cup defeat, as Hailsham Town made the visit to
Fetcham Grove for what was only our third home league match of the season and were defeated 2-0. Just like the two previous
encounters at the Grove, the match was fairly comfortable for much of the time and extended our perfect league record there for
the season. It wasn’t the only winning sequence continued though, as this was our eighth straight League win and also our sixth
straight win over the Stringers. More good news followed at the final whistle when Selsey’s home defeat to Godalming Town
confirmed that we went top of the table for the third time this season, and this time we will have the opportunity to stay there for
a while.

If I'm honest though, this wasn’t our greatest performance. The previous week we had dominated against East Preston, but this
match was a lot tighter for much of the contest as we appeared to play for much of the ninety minutes in third gear, which
ultimately proved to be enough this time.

We had a slight delay to the start of the match as the two Assistants were unable to get to the match following traffic issues on
the way. As a result, two volunteers stepped in and it has to be said didn’t appear to make any mistakes, which was more than
could be said of the referee, of which more later! Incidentally, the last time we were an official short at a home match was just
over ten years ago when John Bonner stepped in for a league match against Wembley in January 2012. John was actually present
at this match, which probably brought back memories of that day at Merstham!

We made three changes from our previous outing. Firstly, we saw the return of Kane Charles between the posts in place of Matt
Walton, while Steve Springett made his first start since his injury at Worthing United in place of the absent Aaron Bogle. Our
third was our main threat on the day, Jaevon Dyer, who came in for Ricardo Fernandes and was the focal point of many of our
attacks. He broke through on goal as early as the fourth minute before being pulled down by a defender from behind around 25
yards out in a central position. Now, I'm not entirely convinced that there was a lot of contact, but once the referee had decided it
actually was a foul, surely a red card had to follow, but only a yellow was issued. Strange indeed!

We nearly made the visitors pay immediately as Ryan “Butch” Smith’s free kick just cleared the bar, clipping the netting as it fell,
it was that close. Hailsham responded with a couple of long range efforts before Conor Berwick had to make a fine close range
save from Athan Smith-Joseph and he then punched clear a Smith corner as we continued to press.

However, in the 27th minute it was the visitors who almost opened the scoring as a good overlap on the right resulted in a deep
cross and a header back across goal, where Kane Edwards sent a header off our bar and over for a goal kick from just six yards
out. It was a lucky escape and we picked up the pace a little from that point and should have gone ahead ourselves. On the half
hour mark Dyer beat two men again before unselfishly squaring the ball to Josh Owen, but he made a hash of it and ended up
trying a back heel which was not even on target from a few yards out. We continued to press and Nick Wilson beat a couple of
players before his shot was deflected into the path of Smith-Joseph who poked the ball wide.

A few minutes later Owen found Dyer in a good position and he twisted and turned before firing a shot just beyond the far post
and then Smith tried his luck from twenty-five yards, which Berwick parried as far as Dyer who got a shot away before being
clattered into by the keeper. It wasn’t exactly Harald Schumacher at the 1982 World Cup (look it up kids) but it absolutely should
have been a penalty, something that one of the Hailsham defenders openly admitted in conversation with people on the sidelines.

So the teams went in goalless, but it didn’t stay that way for long as we were in front inside 120 seconds of the restart. Wilson
played a nice pass to Owen in a central position; he then threaded the ball through to Dyer who finished clinically past Berwick
from close range. He nearly scored again eight minutes later after beating two defenders before unleashing a shot that is best
described by saying it hit Berwick and flew to safety, rather than him making the save. Either way, it stayed out and we then had
another warning from our opposition as a free kick from twenty yards was struck fully against our crossbar with Charles beaten,
and the ball flew off it to safety.

It was therefore a very good time to calm any nerves by scoring a second goal just a few minutes later. The 62nd minute to be
exact and it started with a Smith-Joseph strike that was saved but not held, and the ball was fed back in again to our substitute
Jubril “Jibs” Adamson whose close range shot was half saved by Berwick who had to then watch the ball dribble over his line.
There was a little retribution here for Jibs, whose “goal” on Tuesday had been disallowed, despite crossing the line before being
cleared. This one counted.
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It should have been three-nil a minute later when Smith-Joseph roasted the full back on our left, but his low ball in was met by an
air shot from Owen just three yards out. As it turned out, that would be the end of the scoring, but not the end of the controversy.
Gavin Quintyne was robbed, clearly unfairly in the middle of the field and left in a heap while the attack continued. fortunately for
us it came to nothing, but Quintyne made his view clear to the referee who then threatened to send our man to the sin-bin. As it
was, he was about to be subbed off anyway, but it was a poor decision, regrettably it wouldn’t be the last.

We added further subs in Josh Alder and Warren Colman while another, the increasingly versatile Fernandes slotted in at full
back just three weeks after scoring two goals in an advanced role. Alder saw his shot deflected wide while Colman headed a deep
Smith corner wide at the far post, but both players showcased our strength in depth and it certainly looked like we would be
getting another goal shortly.

However, it didn’t come and in the 90th minute things all went a bit strange. Firstly, a Hailsham striker got past Fernandes who
then appeared to bring him down, clearly outside the penalty area, but he fell inside the box and the referee gave a penalty and
booked our man. This was hugely frustrating, especially after we had been denied a clean sheet in injury time the previous week,
but this time Charlie Playford’s penalty wasn’t a great one and Charles made a fairly easy save to preserve our clean sheet.
However, this wasn’t the end of it, as Fernandes wanted to continue his discussion with the referee who then waved a second
yellow card in his direction to direct him to the sin-bin, only to then wave a red card at him moments later. It’s obviously hard to
know exactly what the referee actually sent him off for and indeed, we will probably only find out by the length of his suspension!
As an aside, to ease any confusion and seeing as the “respect” rule appears to be here to stay, maybe it’s time for a different
colour of card to be issued if someone is sent to the sin-bin?

Either way though, it was a fairly shoddy display from the man in the middle, who would have earned far more respect if he had
got his decisions correct and consistent. Despite the irritations though, we held on and for what it’s worth, I think 2-0 was a fair
scoreline over the ninety minutes. Hailsham clearly should be higher than their current position, and I'm sure by next April they
will be. Meanwhile, we are back at the top and if we can keep this winning run going, who knows what we could achieve on the
field this season.

Epsom & Ewell: Kane Charles, Zach Powell, Steve Springett, Ryan ‘Butch’ Smith, Brad Peters (c), Gideon Acheampong, Nick
Wilson, Gavin Quintyne, Jaevon Dyer, Athan Smith-Joseph, Josh Owen

Subs: Jubril “Jibs” Adamson for Dyer (60), Ricardo Fernandes for Springett (60), Josh Alder for Quintyne (70), Warren Colman for
Smith-Joseph (75)

Report Source: www.eefconline.co.uk
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