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Epsom and Ewell FC wandering to top table?
Epsom & Ewell FC 1-0 Dorking Wanderers B. Southern Combination League – Division One. Tuesday 28th February.

As a supporter, it is sometimes easy to forget after an awful performance that the players are hurting too and on Tuesday evening
they were able to consign that East Preston defeat to history with a fine 1-0 win over a Dorking Wanderers B team that we had
failed to defeat since November 2018, courtesy of a Jaevon Dyer penalty that he earned himself midway through the first half.

And without doubt, despite much improved performances across the board, Dyer was the star turn in this contest, threatening on
the attack and even putting in a good defensive shift when he was without the ball.

Dorking Wanderers B came into this match on the back of claiming thirteen points out of the fifteen available since the Christmas
fixtures; a run that started at our expense at the start of January. However, this result enabled our boys to leapfrog them into
second place and we were given an added bonus when unbeaten leaders Shoreham slipped up at home to Selsey the same
evening, ensuring that they are not yet completely out of sight in the race for the title.

There were a number of changes from Saturday’s defeat. Captain Ryan Smith was absent, while Kevin Moreno-Gomez and Oliver
Thompson came back into the defence at the expense of Alex Penfold and Dylan Merchant-Simmonds who were on the bench.
Dyer came back into the starting line up alongside Mario Quiassaca and the surprising re-appearance of Jaan Stanley, as the club
had announced this week that he had been recalled by Raynes Park Vale! With these two on the field we appeared much more of a
threat and started the game brightly.

Stanley’s left wing cross was clawed away from danger by Jacob Teddy the visiting keeper as early as the third minute and
although chances were limited in this period, the balance of play was well in our favour and it looked like if any team were going
to score, it would be us. And so it proved when Athan Smith-Joseph made tracks on the left and his low ball in deflected upwards.
As a defender went to clear the ball, Dyer got in front of him and was promptly brought down in the penalty area, picking himself
up to score a confident penalty in the 26th minute; his first spot kick for the club and his first goal since finding the net against
Billingshurst in October.

Dorking’s only real opportunity of the first half came with a low shot that was deflected just wide of our post but the corner was
cleared and we went in at the break without any more concerns.

We clearly weren’t prepared to settle on that single goal lead as we came out for the second half and took the match to our
opponents in search of that second goal. Smith-Joseph sent a low shot in after good work from Dyer but Teddy made an easy save
and Dyer turned provider for Quiassaca a few minutes later, although again Teddy wasn’t really tested when the shot came in.

We then fashioned a pair of really good chances and Smith-Joseph will be wondering how he didn’t take one of them if not both. In
the 61st minute Dyer made another great run on the right wing and his low ball across goal found our striker just six yards out,
but his shot struck the post and went out for a goal kick. Then four minutes later Dyer again stretched the full back before laying
the ball back to Gideon Acheampong to deliver to the far post where Smith-Joseph somehow sent his header wide from six yards!

This was a shame as we certainly deserved a second goal and the absence of one ensured that the final ten minutes would be a
little more nervy than they needed to be, although we had one more good chance in that closing period when a clever flick from
Quiassaca set Stanley through and he set up Dyer whose shot was well blocked.

Ultimately, Dorking Wanderers failed to carry a real threat on goal in the absence of their main striker Ben Aubrey and so our
first half goal would prove sufficient to claim the points and gain a measure of revenge for our late loss there by the same score in
January.

It seems odd to be talking about the Shoreham defeat on the same evening, when they remain eight points ahead of us with a far
superior goal difference, even though we do hold a game in hand, as we have some very difficult matches ahead of us, not least
Selsey on Saturday who will be flying after handing the leaders their first defeat of the season and where around 200 largely
partisan supporters will be present to ensure their good form continues. However, we just need to focus on our own form and
we’ll see where that takes us. In the meantime, credit is due to our players for finally defeating a team that have given us a lot of
trouble in recent seasons.

Epsom & Ewell: Tom Theobald, Gideon Acheampong (c), Kevin Moreno-Gomez, Nick Wilson, Chris Boulter, Ollie Thompson,
Jaevon Dyer, Gavin Quintyne, Mario Quiassaca, Jaan Stanley, Athan Smith-Joseph

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-and-ewell-fc-wandering-to-top-table


Current

ISSN 2753-2771

Page 2
© 2021-2025. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd.

Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY

Subs: Rory Edwards for Dyer (86), George Owusu for Quiassaca (92)


