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Epsom and Ewell FC win for correspondent’s 2000th
match
Epsom and Ewell 2-1 Abbey Rangers. Combined Counties League – Premier Division South. Saturday 15th February.

Richard Lambert, both a dedicated fan of Epsom and Ewell FC, a club historian and match reporter, was awarded with a team
victory on Saturday on the occasion of his 2000th match since 1981. We thank him for sharing his reports that feature on his
website www.eefconline.co.uk

For the fourth time in as many contests, a match against Abbey Rangers finished 2-1 to the home team as we claimed the points
at the KGF on Saturday afternoon in front of a crowd needlessly exaggerated from the 56 who were present to an official figure of
70.

At the start of the match, it looked like it might be a long day, as we took the field with just two named substitutes available, one
of whom was Ethan Brazier, who had been out for some time, while the other was a new player from Fleet Town, Campbell Scott,
who suffered the same initiation of many Epsom players by having his name spelt wrongly on the line-up board. Nothing else
quite says “welcome” to a new player, does it!

The match started well for us. Carl Oblitey shrugged off a defender’s challenge and got through on goal in the fifth minute, only
for former Salt Shay Honey to deflect his shot onto the post and away, but the visitors didn’t heed the warning and in the ninth
minute Oblitey turned provider with a cute ball over the top of the defence that Ethan Nelson-Roberts latched onto and holding
off a defender, he clipped a shot back across Honey and into his bottom left corner from around twelve yards to open the score.
This was the earliest goal we had scored this season and the first in the League in the opening ten minutes.

The visitors responded almost immediately as their Captain Luke Roberts almost broke through, but Stefan Aiwone was back to
cover and blocked the shot. Chances were few and far between in this match, although Kevin Kardel turned a fierce volley onto
the post to preserve the lead and five minutes later with the clock showing the 40th minute we extended it. Oblitey provided
another great pass through, this time for Ali Fofahan to compose himself before guiding his shot beyond Honey’s right arm and
into the net from ten yards.

Although there had not been a great deal between the teams at the half, I felt we deserved our lead for the quality of the two
goals. Interestingly a tweet from one of the Abbey accounts stated that they had been “in control”. Football is of course a game of
opinion! One thing was clear though; in our last League meeting we had recovered a 2-0 half time deficit at Sheerwater, so it was
important that we kept our focus to ensure that the visitors couldn’t do the same to us.

The second half was a little scrappy to start with; not always a bad thing if you are two goals up, as we appeared happy enough to
play on the counter attack and break up the opposition attacks, which we did fairly well. Nelson-Roberts picked up a yellow card
for throwing the ball away, while Jack Torbett; making his first start, appeared to be badly fouled, although nothing was given by
the referee. Later in the match he would limp off, still clearly feeling the effects, giving Scott a debut at left back.

Jason Bloor sent a header just over the bar, but in the 59th minute Abbey pulled a goal back after a low shot was half stopped by
Kardel, but no one reacted to the loose ball and it was knocked in from close range by Stuart Mortimer.

The match was still fairly even and extremely competitive; then Craig Dundas linked up well with Nelson-Roberts, leading to a
cross from the latter that was then met by a strike from Oblitey and then Luke Miller, both of which were well blocked by
defenders. The visitors tried to force an equaliser and sent a dangerous ball just beyond the far post before seeing another shot
blocked wide by a defender. At the other end Fofahan nearly got through, but was flagged offside and picked up a yellow card for
then sending a shot over the bar, well after the whistle had blown. It was hard to argue with the decision.

There was just time at the end for a ten minute cameo from substitute Brazier, during which he headed a dangerous ball away
from the goal line. Kardel then punched another delivery away and Brazier then got forward on the right, although his ball in was
just cut out by a defender. It was a promising return and it is hoped that he is now over his long-standing hamstring injuries.
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Overall, this was a typically hard-working performance and although at times, the play was congested in midfield, which affected
the quality of the match, I think we had the better chances and deserved the win for that alone.

Epsom & Ewell: Kevin Kardel, Anthony Nazareth, Jack Torbett, Adam Green (c), Stefan Aiwone, Ethan Nelson-Roberts, Luke
Miller, Craig Dundas, Carl Oblitey, Jason Bloor, Ali Fofahan

Subs: Campbell Scott for Torbett (64) Ethan Brazier for Bloor (83)


