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Epsom and Ewell FC’s narrow defeat

4 December 2025

Tooting & Mitcham 2 - 1 Epsom and Ewell FC. Saturday 29th November. Imperial Fields, Morden.
Combined Counties Premier South League

The Salts slipped to a narrow 2-1 defeat at high-flying Tooting & Mitcham Utd on Saturday afternoon
despite playing most of the football that was played. The referee showed 7 yellow cards to the two sides on
the pitch (5 to The Salts), as well as a couple of yellows to the management teams and a red card to one of
Tooting & Mitcham’s assistants. We did wonder if the game would be played due to torrential rain in the
Epsom area, but if it did rain in Tooting, the ground played very well. The number of yellows does provide a
suggestion of the type of game played out.

We kept the same starting team from last week’s abandoned game v Badshot Lea, with only Ethan Charles-
Brazier replacing Ryley Merrett on the bench. The game started well for Epsom & Ewell as we went on the
attack from the kick-off and Ali Fofahan was on the receiving end of a bad tackle from T&M No. 6 Jordy
Ndozid, who found himself in the book in the 1st minute. Unfortunately, nothing came from the free-kick.
Fofahan was causing problems on our right and a great ball in found three players at the back post but
Aiwone could only head the ball high and wide from close in. Shortly after, T&M No. 10 Simeone played a
ball back to his keeper without really looking, but fortunately for him it was just ahead of Robinson, who
was just a little too far out to get to it before the keeper cleared.

On 15 minutes a long ball from T&M found its way into the Salts” box and it was allowed to bounce.
Unfortunately, it bounced up and hit Nazareth on the hand and even though it was by his side and not in an
unnatural position, the referee pointed to the spot, aided by the shouts of the large crowd of T&M fans
behind our goal. T&M No. 9 Shay Brennan made no mistake. Tooting & Mitcham 1-0 Epsom & Ewell.

We were still in the game causing lots of problems on our right. Luis Oliveira went on a mazy run and was
clipped just inside the box. Deciding to stay on his feet he chased the ball but was unable to cross it. Should
he have gone down? I would say if he had, the referee would have pointed to the spot, but it was still a foul
that made him lose control, so really it should have been awarded either way. A few minutes later Oliveira
went on another run, the T&M defenders this time not wanting to touch him, but he was unable to get any
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power in the cross and it went back to McKimm in the goal.

There was very little action for the rest of the half, and just when we thought we would be heading into
half-time a goal down, Brennan found his winger Oldham on their right. He quickly moved towards the
byline where there didn’t seem much danger, but for some reason all three defenders were drawn to the
ball and he was able to send a nice ball to the far post where Tarig Mahmoud was unmarked and he slid the
ball past Salts keeper Nabbad. We definitely didn’t deserve that but on the other side we didn’t force the
T&M keeper to make a save either.

HT Tooting & Mitcham 2-0 Epsom & Ewell

Two minutes into the second half we nearly gave T&M a third when Nabbad came off his line to clear a long
ball but missed it. The T&M forward had to take the ball wide to get it under control. This allowed Aiwone
to get back and make a great saving tackle to prevent the ball hitting an empty net. Most of the rest of the
game was played with balls over the top or missed passes as both teams tried to take hold of the game. As I
said, we were playing the better football but seemed to go for the long pass rather than short, easy balls.
Players seemed to want to run with the ball rather than making a quick pass, by which time the recipient
was closed down and we invariably had to go back.

Adam Green came off the bench when Tom Collins received a nasty kick on his ankle in the box, and again
we believed the ref should have pointed to the spot, but nothing was given. Green, though playing alongside
Shane Dunne, started to give The Salts some impetus and control and we looked dangerous. In the 67th
minute we got our reward. With some good play on the right, the ball was switched across to Robinson,
whose first shot was blocked and the ball fell out to Green, whose shot was also blocked. This time it came
back to Robinson who made no mistake. Tooting & Mitcham 2-1 Epsom & Ewell.

On the 72nd minute we made two substitutions with Obasanjo Akinniranye and Karl Bailey replacing
Brendan Murphy-McVey and Callum O’Keeffe respectively. Oba was straight into the game, making another
good run on our right and getting to the goal line but Herring was unable to put it away, and it seemed he
was possibly fouled, but the referee was not giving again and unfortunately a lot of anger from the benches
made him come over and book Max Johnson, not for the first time this season.

The referee indicated 9 minutes of injury time, and we tried our best, pinning T&M in their own half.
Another run from Oba was defended well and in the last minute a great shot from him just went by the post,
ending our last chance of an equaliser.

FT Tooting & Mitcham 2-1 Epsom & Ewell.

The T&M assistant who had been sent off returned to the pitch to “tease” our own management team and
this set off another melee in the centre circle as the teams were trying to leave the pitch. Our coach
remonstrated with the referee about him getting back on the pitch, which only earned him a very unfair
yellow. It’s always difficult for the referee when players start play-acting or calling for every tackle to be a
yellow or possibly red, but the game certainly lacked any discipline, so it will be interesting to read his
report. We stayed in 13th place as the teams around us lost and Tooting move up to 2nd place.

There is a quick turnaround for our next game away at Abbey Rangers on Tuesday evening, KO 7.45pm,
and on Saturday we are away to bottom side Guildford City with a 3pm KO. We look forward to seeing you
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Epsom & Ewell:

Sami Nabbad, Luis Oliveira, Ethan Nelson-Roberts ©, Shane Dunne, Antonios Nazareth, Stefan Aiwone,
Callum O’Keeffe, Tom Collins, Tyler Robinson, Brendan Murphy-McVey, Ali Fofahan.
Subs: Green (54), Bailey (71), Herring (71), Akinniranye (71), Brazier (78).

Report and image: Epsom and Ewell FC Media
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