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Epsom and Ewell pressed-on to Victory

East Preston 1-3 Epsom & Ewell Southern Combination League - Division One. Saturday 1st October 2022
Report Source: www.eefconline.co.uk Reporter: Richard Lambert.

We won our second consecutive match by the score of 3-1 on Saturday at East Preston, but the two contests could hardly have
been more different. On Tuesday at Godalming Town, we didn’t play particularly well and relied on a late goal to clinch the points
from an even match, so supporters came away fairly happy. On Saturday though, our first visit to the Lashmar was a much more
impressive performance, and we arguably could have won by many more. However, a 93rd minute Alfie Moss goal for the home
side spoilt the clean sheet that our boys deserved and left a slightly disappointing taste in the mouth.

There was originally just one change to the line up following the win at Godalming as Josh Owen came in for Jaevon Dyer, but
then Johnny “Sonic” Akoto tweaked a hamstring in the warm up, so we needed to make a second change. Fortunately we had a
more than able replacement in Gideon Acheampong ready to go. In terms of the substitutes, Dyer wasn’t originally named on the
five man list, but the non-appearance of Jubril Adamson meant that he was included just before kick off and he would also come
on and score later! It was also interesting to see the return of Josh Alder in that group, having returned from a brief but very
successful spell at Oakwood last month.
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Southern Combination Football League

On a sunny day with a little shower now and then, we kicked off heading towards the remaining trees at the clubhouse end. When
I had visited on a ground hop back in 2001 I thought there were more trees, but a club official pointed out that many had to be
removed during the summer, which left the ground a lot more open to the sunlight, but lacking a little in character as a result. I
hope they are able to replace them.

We started off well and just kept going. Ricardo Fernandes sent an early shot wide of the post before Nick Wilson and Athan-
Smith Joseph both struck at goal only to provide comfortable saves for Maj Kason. Owen was a constant threat in this match and
he set Fernandes through with a clever pass, but the shot went wide from a good position. The pair combined again as Owen
flicked on a long throw to Fernandes, but he was unable to keep his header on target.

We continued to press. Kason had to punch away a dangerous delivery before a Ryan Smith corner to the far post was headed
back across by Brad Peters only for Aaron Bogle to miss a straightforward header from five yards out, glancing it wide instead.
Fortunately, we took the lead in the 35th minute after Smith received the ball just over twenty yards out and drilled it low into the
keeper’s left hand bottom corner. Fernandes also had another try but his equally powerful strike went wide of the post.

This had been an extremely one-sided first half against a team in the top half of the table and the only criticism you could level at
our team was that we probably should have been in a position of greater dominance on the scoreboard. We had a slight delay to
the second half as an Assistant was unable to continue, so a home official ran the line for the remainder of the match and he was
very busy as almost all of the play would again be contained within the East Preston half.
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Athan Smith-Joseph was unfortunate to strike just beyond the top corner from nearly twenty yards and his next delivery was
palmed up into the air by Kason, but a defender was able to head clear before it reached Fernandes. The home side did get a shot
blocked by a defender for a corner which, disappointingly for the home side, went straight out of play and we made them pay as a
nice through ball set Smith-Joseph in on goal from a central position where he clipped the ball past the keeper before rolling the
ball into the empty net with his left foot for our second goal in the 54th minute.

Chances kept coming. Owen struck just over the bar after beating two men and on the hour Fernandes intercepted a pass across
the back and was through on goal, but telegraphed his shot and Kason saved low down to his left. Dyer came on for Smith-Joseph
in the 63rd minute and he found the net nine minutes later, although much of the credit goes to Owen who did well on the right
before sending the ball over from the left for Dyer to side foot home from eight yards. Kason nearly managed to keep it out, but
there was just too much power in the shot and it was 3-0.

Alder joined the fray and sent one powerful strike at goal but Kason did well to block the shot, then Alder set up Wilson who
struck powerfully enough, but it went just over the bar from only ten yards.

Seven minutes from the end of normal time we saw the return of Steve Springett after his nasty injury at Worthing United back in
August and he did well to head a rare home attack away, but unfortunately we were caught out ten minutes later with a looping
header that dropped over Matt Walton and into the net. It was an unfortunate way to end the match from an Epsom point of view,
but it shouldn’t be forgotten that this was still our seventh League win in a row and with leaders Selsey being held to a draw by
Seaford, we closed the gap at the top to a point and hold a game in hand. Despite the late drama it was a good day in terms of the
bigger picture.

Epsom & Ewell: Matt Walton, Gideon Acheampong, Zach Powell, Ryan ‘Butch’ Smith, Brad Peters (c), Aaron Bogle, Nick Wilson,
Gavin Quintyne, Athan Smith-Joseph, Ricardo Fernandes, Josh Owen

Subs: Jaevon Dyer for Smith-Joseph (63), Josh Alder for Owen (73) Steve Springett for Powell (83), Lewis Jupp for Acheampong
(88)
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