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Epsom and Ewell pressed on.
Epsom & Ewell 1-2 East Preston. Southern Combination League – Division One. Saturday 25th February.

Whatever happened to Fortress Fetcham Grove? Last season we won eleven in a row and this term we opened up with five
straight wins. Yet nowadays, we are lucky if we can win any at all. Our win against ten man Arundel was the only one we have
won since late October and our latest loss on Saturday against East Preston regrettably was almost identical to our last Saturday
home match against Oakwood where our play was slow, lacking urgency and was completely toothless up front, allowing the
opposition to believe they might have a chance, which they then took.

In terms of personnel there were further changes from the midweek win over Arundel and most notable was the absence of our
prolific striker Jamie Byatt, who had of course scored the winner on Wednesday. Dylan Merchant-Simmonds came in for his first
start and paired up with Chris Boulter at the back with Ollie Thompson moving to the bench, while Nick Wilson returned to the
starting eleven after missing the Arundel match in place of the absent Thompson Adeyemi. George Owusu came in for his first
start in place of the battered and bruised Jaevon Dyer who was placed on the bench in the hope that he would be able to have
ninety minutes off before Tuesday’s match against Dorking Wanderers, but he would also be forced into action as we chased the
game in the later stages.

Finally, Tyreke Leslie came in, although due to the absence of Byatt he was placed in a more central position to that where we
would previously seen him play and it didn’t appear to suit him. It is strange that we have tried a number of players in that role
from Josh Owen, Jubril Adamson, Josh Alder, Byatt, Dyer and most recently Jaan Stanley who was absent for this match, yet the
guy who played there successfully in pre-season still hasn’t been given a run at centre-forward in competitive action and so Athan
Smith-Joseph instead lined up once again on the wing instead, although he was on the right for this match to accommodate
Owusu on the left and this rendered him less effective than usual too.

The encounter settled into a fairly clear pattern as we held the ball most of the time, while the opposition relied on occasional
counter attacks. Our first chance fell to Owusu in the tenth minute, but he hooked the ball over the bar from fairly close range
and also struggled to stay onside in the first half. Leslie was on the end of a flick on, but his shot was deflected wide, according to
the referee at least, as clearly the entire East Preston defence didn’t agree, and regrettably the erratic officiating in this match
would be another factor in this frustrating encounter.

We had forced a couple of corners and looked generally in control in these early stages, although a miscommunication between
Alex Penfold and Merchant-Simmonds allowed Jack Collins to get through on goal. Fortunately, some good recovery defending
ensured that their player was unable to get a shot away, however, this appeared to give the visitors some belief and they fizzed
another ball across our six yard box before taking the lead in embarrassing circumstances in the 25th minute. I hope Gary Jarman
got this one on his video as the players should watch it back again and again. Quite simply, a long throw was flicked on to the far
post where Matthew Wilson was standing completely alone and seemed to have ages to guide his header past the helpless Tom
Theobald from about six yards. It was the sort of goal you see conceded in the park on a Sunday morning and was horrible to
witness from a club at our level.

We responded well and were back on level terms within three minutes as a Ryan Smith corner was blocked almost on the line and
Owusu was there to tuck away the loose ball from a few yards out. In first half injury time both teams had an opportunity, first
when Collins fed the ball through to Morgan Day, but his hooked volley went straight at Theobald, then at the other end Smith-
Joseph produced one of his trademark mazy runs before unleashing a shot that was well tipped over by Maciek Kason, although
Smith’s corner then went straight out of play, which sort of summed up the first half.

Unfortunately the second half was an equally disjointed and dispiriting affair if you were an Epsom supporter. We had hardly been
playing six minutes when we had a shout for a foul that wasn’t given, but Gavin Quintyne felt the need to say something to the
referee and ended up in the sin-bin as a result. His absence didn’t materially affect the pattern of play and the scores were still
level when he re-joined the contest, but it was ten minutes wasted as we created little in that period. Just after the hour Leslie
was withdrawn and replaced by the returning Kofi Quartey and the visitors had another opportunity when a half cleared free kick
was blazed over from the edge of the penalty area. A couple of bookings followed, firstly for Ryan Harvey and then extremely
harshly for Wilson, who didn’t even commit a foul as far as I was concerned.

We sent in another corner where a Boulter header was blocked not far short of the goal line before Quartey had the chance of the
afternoon after being put through one on one, but he overran the ball a bit and by the time he got the shot away, Kason was out to
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block. We would regret this ten minutes later when in the 86th minute a hopeful right wing cross appeared to be flicked on by one
of our own defenders and fell kindly for the unmarked Harvey to fire a smart volley past Theobald from around ten yards. It was a
good finish but the absence of any marking made the job somewhat easier.

Two minutes later and despite having previously seen Quintyne sin-binned, Boulter decided to also say something to the referee
and predictably then found himself on the bench meaning that we would play the last two minutes and eight further minutes of
injury time with ten men. I have referred to indiscipline in this team frequently this season, but to lose two “experienced” players
for ten minutes each, was inexcusable. Yes, the refereeing was poor and yes, he looked out of his depth in this match, particularly
in the second half, but our players have to be a bit more accountable for their own actions.

So East Preston won their fourth match in a row and deserve some credit for sticking around in the match that we should have
finished off earlier, but let’s make no bones about this, both teams were poor in this match and it was a fairly disappointing advert
for Step Six football. No wonder there were only 75 there to see it.

With just ten matches remaining, time is running out now and we have three far more difficult looking fixtures coming up against
teams that are notably better than a limited East Preston. We face a difficult trip to Selsey at the weekend, and either side of that
we host two in-form teams in Godalming Town and of course, our nemesis, Dorking Wanderers B coming up next. In my view (and
hey, it’s my report!) we are very much at a crossroads here in our season. Which direction will we take? The path to second place
in the table that we will surely claim if we are able to secure at least seven points from these next matches, or will we stumble
erratically through the rest of the season before losing an away playoff match like we did last season. As a supporter, well aware
that the club is spending a lot of money that is running out, I at the very least want to see better than what we witnessed here.
Promotion to Step Five is still comfortably achievable, but not with performances like this. It has to stop now.

Epsom & Ewell: Tom Theobald, Gideon Acheampong, Alex Penfold, Ryan Smith (c), Chris Boulter, Dylan Merchant-Simmonds,
George Owusu, Nick Wilson, Tyreke Leslie, Gavin Quintyne, Athan Smith-Joseph

Subs: Kofi Quartey for Leslie (62), Jaevon Dyer for Owusu (68), Steve Springett for Penfold (77), Ollie Thompson for Smith (89)


