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Epsom and Ewell stands with Ukraine
Epsom accountant Nataliya Irvine is among 350 volunteers working tirelessly to collect essential items at the Ashley
Centre in the town to send to Ukraine where her family are currently living in the war zone.

They operate under the name Surrey Stands With Ukraine

“It’s good to be doing something”, Nataliya tells me as we sit down in a coffee shop to speak with each other about the incredible
work that she and others are doing on behalf of Ukraine. Nataliya, since Sunday, has been organising local people in Epsom to
collect donations of essential items, for those suffering from the current conflict. The vital and impassioned work she’s doing is
supported by a network of amazing volunteers, whose numbers have swollen from 4 to 350, in one month. 

Nataliya, who is Ukrainian, approaches the task with an almost sombre necessity. Her mother, sisters, brother and step-father,
are all in Ukraine as we speak to each other, she worries about them day and night. I ask whether they’re collecting as much as
they expected and she tells me that it’s more than they ever imagined. Nataliya emphasises just how supportive the local
community has been, just how many locals have been willing to give up their possessions, and even their time, to help the people
of Ukraine. 

“It started independently”, she says, when I ask about the genesis of the idea. Nataliya tells me that it was just her, speaking with
her family on the phone and sending them money for vital medical supplies, that were then being given to hospitals in Lviv.
Nataliya began to reach out to friends and organise couriers to deliver supplies directly to the Polish-Ukrainian border with
assistance from her local gym, FitnessTheory, who provided a vital place to store the items before they were sent off. What
started as 4 people looking to make a small difference to the humanitarian effort, has expanded to a 350-strong group, with a
committee and community hub, generously given by the Ashley Centre in Epsom, organising donation efforts on a much larger
scale. Locally based registered charity Harrop HR Missions Ltd was able to step up and provide the legal entity to facilitate the
operation. To have achieved all this, while worrying about her family in Ukraine, all a person can do is admire the strength and
bravery of Nataliya and the many other Ukrainians working with her.

The charity has raised over £80,000 and sent over £450,000 worth of supplies to Ukraine in 11 van runs.

At the Drop-Off point in the centre, boxes upon boxes of supplies are piled high, but the spirits of the volunteers are higher. I was
lucky enough to be able to spend a little bit of time observing the operation during one of its few quiet moments, and I was blown
away by the compassion, focus and drive that pushes these selfless volunteers to go above and beyond for a country that most of
them have never been to. They’re laughing together; they’re supporting each other mentally, physically and spiritually, drawn
together and emboldened by a shared sense of duty, to deliver the help that Ukrainians dearly need right now. The whole time I
was there, one word kept going through my head: Community, and that’s what I saw; a united community, together for a common
purpose, selflessly working together to achieve it.

Many individuals have made what Nataliya and her fellow volunteers are doing possible. David Barnes, the lead volunteer, sits at
the front desk all day greeting all those who wish to help with a smile. The volunteers I spoke with all told me that David’s work is
above and beyond, and his contributions are truly vital. David Meadows, the general manager of the Ashley Centre, has also
enormously supported them, allowing the group to use an unused unit of the centre, as their operations hub and donation point.
Other individuals that gave both resources and time to help this cause are numerous: Councillor Neil Dallen facilitated contacts,
Steve Moore’s guidance on marketing allowed them to tap into social media, James Brook, an architect also working out of the
Ashley Centre, provided vital organisational support. 

The team members I spoke to were full of appreciation for one another, people like Roy and Kim Deadman, Jess and Pinch
Tarrant, Zoe, Ross and Luda, among many others. On top of each and every local Ukrainian who set aside time to help their
country get the vital supplies it needs. This appreciation should also be applied to every single person who has donated food,
money or any other item to this cause, their help is invaluable and is making a positive difference in the lives of people in need.
Epsom should be truly proud of how it’s come together in a time of great melancholy for Europe and the world, to provide hope
and more crucially material aid, for the citizens of Ukraine who are unable, or unwilling, to leave their homes.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-and-ewell-stands-with-ukraine
http://www.surreystandswithukraine.org
http://www.harropfund.org.uk

