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Epsom and Ewell  Talking Newspaper talks about 50
years
“I feel we are here today to pay homage to those good people who 50 years ago, established this splendid Charity and all those
who have contributed ever since. On behalf of all the visually impaired Listeners over the past fifty years, I send a huge thank you
to the Founders of Epsom & Ewell Talking Newspaper – EETN – and the multitude of Volunteers who have kept the free service
operational for over half a century.’’ With these words, Judy Sarssam the present Chairwoman of EETN, welcomed the Worshipful
Mayor of Epsom and Ewell (Charity’s President) Councillor Steve Bridger along with forty Volunteers and guests, to celebrate its
Golden Anniversary on Thursday 21st November.

‘Our Volunteers are the shining stars,’ Judy continued, ‘because without them there would not be an Epsom & Ewell Talking
Newspaper, whose function today is as valid as it was fifty years ago.’ Judy, herself visually impaired, went on to explain the
importance of keeping visually impaired people feeling part of their community, as those with sight loss can so easily become
isolated. Although technology has advanced in leaps and bounds since the early recordings, Judy was keen to emphasize that in a
world now dominated by technology, isolation becomes more of an issue for those who are not technically adept.

During the celebration, messages of congratulations were read out, including from Mike Wood, President of The Talking News
Federation, who acknowledged that 50 years of providing this regular, interesting and friendly service, recording more than 2390
editions, showed commitment by Volunteers and Listeners alike. Lionel Blackman, Director of Epsom & Ewell Times, said he was
proud to be associated with EETN and was inspired by the dedication of its Volunteers. Councillor Clive Woodbridge, Chair of the
Community and Wellbeing Committee for Epsom & Ewell said when he visited EETN as Mayor and presented long service awards
to 15 Volunteers, he was impressed by the passion and hard work that goes into creating each edition.

Many of the Volunteers have been with the EETN for more than 10 years. Penny Dearing and Gwyneth Smith have been
associated with EETN almost from its inception. Gwyneth joined as a Reader and her distinctive voice was well loved and remains
melodic though Gwyneth is past her 90th birthday. She moved to Wales when COVID struck to join her family. A talented poet,
she had planned to come to the celebration and read her 50th Anniversary poem. Sadly she was snow-bound in Wales, but
emailed her wonderful poem which was read by MC of the day, James Dubois.

Following the messages from the many well-wishers, Penny Dearing, a former News Editor, Trustee/Committee member and
Reader, told us her pleasure at working with those early pioneers. The EETN travelled from being recorded in Volunteers’ homes
to a room in the Age Concern offices to a corridor at Swail House and eventually into a designated Studio at Swail House, which
was the first site in the UK, designed specifically for visually impaired residents. During Covid full circle was reached as once
more the EETN was temporarily recorded and produced in Volunteers’ homes until it was possible to return to the Studio once
more.

A montage of Volunteers past and present caught everyone’s eye, as they enjoyed the delicious anniversary cake which the Mayor
Councillor Steve Bridger ceremonially cut after making a generous speech in praise of the free EETN service. The celebration
provided a wonderful opportunity for Volunteers to share their pleasure in continuing to offer access to local news, entertainment
and information for the visually impaired people of Epsom and Ewell. Judy closed the event praising once more the special, hard-
working team of 2024.

EETN Golden Jubilee – Poem by Gwyneth Smith

For over thirty years it was my privilege and pleasure
To be one of the READERS and the memories I treasure.
When Covid lockdown was announced my son rushed down to Surrey
To take me back with him to Wales to save us all from worry.

Continuing injections for my macular condition
I’ve now become a LISTENER and welcome each edition.
When it arrives in yellow pouch, protected from the weather,
I’m grateful to the Post Office, and how much more to Heather.
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Epsom born I did not leave until my ninetieth year
So Epsom news and local views I’m very pleased to hear.
The MAGAZINE has always been the choice of those who EDIT
The wide variety produced is greatly to their credit.

It gives the READERS much more scope for their interpretation
Verse old and new and humour too can be a revelation.
So well done all who have a share in making each RECORDING
I hope you find the jobs you do are suitably rewarding.

With SECRETARY, TREASURER and Judy in the CHAIR,
We’re led by a COMMITTEE and we thank them for their care.
So happy Golden Birthday TALKING NEWSPAPER we say.
Let’s give three cheers for fifty years and longer may you stay!

Gwyneth Smith, 2024
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