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Epsom and Ewell’s 3 – 1 lead lost in 12 minutes
Epsom & Ewell 3-4 AFC Croydon Athletic. Combined Counties League Cup – First Round Tuesday 26th September 2023.

A devastating three goal swing in just twelve minutes enabled AFC Croydon Athletic to pinch a 4-3 win in this First Round League
Cup tie at the Madgwick after we had led 3-1 and been very good value for that lead for 75 minutes.

And it’s such a shame because that first 75 minutes of the match was most definitely our most aggressive and threatening of the
entire season as we shrugged off the fact that a number of regulars were missing from this match and took the game to our
visitors from the start.

The unavailable list contained Callum Wilson, Zach Powell, Chester Clothier, Ash Snadden, Tommy Williams, Kiyo Brown and
Ethan Nelson-Roberts, but this opened the door for a number of players who hadn’t had the chance to stake a claim for a place
recently  and Sirak Negassi  and George Owusu both made strong claims for  a  starting place on Saturday with energetic
performances. Ollie Thompson became our fourth Captain of the season and Nick Inwugwu came in alongside him and Reece
Tierney, while Jabari Owusu-Hernandez and Ayran Kugathas both came in at the wing back positions.

Only 47 spectators were present to witness a match which would prove to be very good entertainment for a neutral and within a
minute we had attacked with Ofosu-Hernandez sending an early strike over the bar from 20 yards. Then Thompson Adeyemi
nearly got through with a clever piece of skill, only to be robbed at the last second. This didn’t deter us and a ball over to the left
found Negassi whose shot back across goal was well saved at full stretch by Oshane Brown’s left leg. Brown had played for us
twice back in 2014 when we needed emergency cover for a pair of FA Cup ties against Croydon, although when he was reminded
about this, he couldn’t remember. I suppose it was a few years back!

We continued to attack and Negassi saw his shot half blocked across the field to Owusu, but his side footed strike skipped just
beyond the far post from around 15 yards, and in all honesty he probably should have at least hit the target. In response to this
point, the visitors had just one strike over the bar from distance by Kamara. Then in the 20th minute Negassi was bundled over by
McCarthy who picked up a yellow card for the challenge. Rory Edwards took the free kick and struck the ball at the wall, where it
hit an arm and the referee awarded a penalty. Marlon Pinder stepped up to send Brown the wrong way in the 22nd minute and we
were ahead.

Things got better in the 32nd minute as a great crossfield ball found Negassi who ran in and simply slotted the ball past the
advancing Brown to put us two goals up. There was a suspicion of offside about the goal and there was certainly some protest by
the visitors, but the goal stood. However, what next? Well, regrettably just as we needed to see out the half, Inwugwu brought the
ball out of defence, but was robbed by Mal Thomas who simply ran in from thirty yards and drew Harvey Keogh out before then
clipping the ball past him from close range to reduce the arrears in the 40th minute.

In a sign of things to come later in the match we got a little twitchy in the final few minutes of the half, as if we didn’t know
whether to go back on the attack, or try to hold on to what we had. However, we survived and went in at the break 2-1 up. Then
with just 56 ticks of the second half played we restored the two goal advantage again with a pass to Negassi on the left and his
left-footed cross was perfect for Owusu to head back across Brown and into the corner of the net from six yards. Moments later
Owusu was inches wide with another shot, but it didn’t seem to matter as we were well on top at this point.

Negassi sent another ball across goal that had both Pinder and Owusu stretching to reach it unsuccessfully, before Tierney
suffered an injury and he was replaced by Jude Aikins-Hawkson at the back, making his debut for the club. Pinder made way soon
after as Tino Carpene came on and then in the 74th minute Negassi was substituted. His replacement Jaan Stanley was flagged
offside just as he produced a good finish from an angle with almost his first touch but we were still in charge.

Until the 76th minute, that is. It was hard to see exactly what happened, but a visiting player went down in our penalty area and a
spot kick was awarded. Haile Richardson struck the ball away confidently and within seconds he was denied another by a superb
close range save by Keogh. However, with the score at 3-2 and despite our dominance to this point, we suddenly seemed to go
into our shell and the Rams took full advantage of this with a sweeping move from left to right that was finished off with a low
shot under Keogh from Oriogun in the 84th minute. Brown asked us behind the goal if we would go straight to penalties at the 90
minute mark; which would have been the case, but we didn’t manage to hold out that long, as a break on the left with just two
minutes of normal time to play resulted in Keogh coming out of his goal but failing to gather and the ball across goal was then
forced in from close range at the second attempt by Phillips for what would prove to be the winning goal.
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We put on a couple more substitutes but the damage was done and despite the five minutes of extra time we fashioned just one
more chance, earning a free kick right on the edge that Adeyemi sent high out of the ground. Our Cup hopes went with it and the
whistle blew a minute later.

I am absolutely certain that we would have won this match had our recent form been better, but it almost seemed as if we froze
within sight of a winning line we hadn’t seen for a while, and having defended so well for such long periods in recent games, it
was bit of a shock to fall apart as we did near the end. However, this level of football is relentless and unforgiving and we now
have to dust ourselves down rapidly for the trip to Tadley on Saturday. This was, in my opinion, a vast improvement on anything
we had seen all season from an attacking point of view and I actually saw glimmers of hope in this match, but we are going to
have to be more clinical when holding the ascendency in a match, or those glimmers won’t count for many points.

Epsom & Ewell: Harvey Keogh, Jabari Ofosu-Hernandez, Ayran Kugathas, Nick Inwugwu, Ollie Thompson (c), Reece Tierney,
George Owusu, Rory Edwards, Marlon Pinder, Thompson Adeyemi, Sirak Negassi

Subs: Jude Aikins-Hawkson for Tierney (57), Tino Carpene for Pinder (65), Jaan Stanley for Negassi (74), Ade Batula for Owusu
(89), Ben Bauchop for Edwards (89)
Report Source: www.eefconline.co.uk


