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Epsom and Ewell’s new Mayor

16 May 2024

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council has appointed Councillor Steve Bridger (RA Stamford) as the new Mayor for the year
24/25. In a ceremonial meeting Tuesday 14th May, speeches were made to propose the new Mayor, to thank the outgoing
Mayor, and by both the incoming and outgoing Mayors themselves.

Councillor Phil Neale (RA Cuddington) proposed his appointment. He said “I hope I will achieve at least one of these
requirements,” referring to the traditional brevity and humour expected in such speeches. Cllr Neale detailed Cllr
Bridger’s extensive background, highlighting his early career in the family-owned wholesale fish business and his long
tenure at Tesco, where he achieved notable success. “Steve proudly states that he managed every department... all except
working the tills,” Cllr Neale quipped. He also mentioned Cllr Bridger’s dedication to family, particularly his support for
his late son Richard, who battled Duchenne muscular dystrophy.

Councillor Chris Ames (Labour Court) paid tribute to the outgoing Mayor, Councillor Rob Geleit (Labour Court),
lauding his achievements over the past year. He highlighted the Civic Celebration of Culture as a significant event and
praised Mr Geleit’s fundraising efforts. “A charity dinner brought a year of fundraising for his three well-chosen charities
to a successful conclusion,” Cllr Ames remarked. He also expressed eagerness to have Clir Geleit return to his duties with
the Labour group, emphasizing the importance of his presence in the upcoming general election.

Councillor Rob Geleit reflected on his tenure with gratitude, sharing various highlights from his year as Mayor. “I've had a
fantastic year serving Epsom and Ewell and its people,” He expressed deep appreciation for his consort, Tina, and the
support team, particularly Lolli from the Mayor’s office. He recounted memorable events such as the Derby, Christmas
carols at Downview Prison, and the Buckingham Palace garden party. He proudly announced that over £15,000 had been
raised for his chosen charities, exceeding expectations. “We managed to keep it all together until the end, which may or
may well be unprecedented,” he said, praising the charity committee’s efforts and in particular the dedication of Cllr Dr.
Graham Jones MBE (RA Cuddington).

In his address, new Mayor Councillor Steve Bridger expressed excitement and gratitude for his new role. He
acknowledged the challenges and opportunities ahead and looked forward to serving the community alongside his wife,
Carol.

Cllr Robert Leach (RA Nonsuch) will serve as Deputy-Mayor.
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