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Epsom celebrates a new Ukrainian Christmas Day

The vibrant Ukrainian community in Epsom and Ewell and surrounding areas will celebrate Christmas Day for the second year on
25th December. This change was formalized when President Volodymyr Zelenskyy signed a law on July 28, 2023, moving the
official Christmas holiday from January 7 to December 25.

This decision aligned with earlier moves by major Ukrainian churches. The Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church in February 2023
announced its plan to switch to the Revised Julian calendar followed by The Orthodox Church of Ukraine on May 24, 2023.

The shift to December 25 reflects Ukraine’s efforts to distance itself from Russian traditions and strengthen its integration with
Western practices. Previously, Ukraine observed Christmas on January 7, following the Julian calendar, a tradition shared with
the Russian Orthodox Church. The move to December 25 aligns Ukraine’s Christmas celebrations with those of most Western
countries, symbolizing a step toward greater cultural independence.

The public are welcome to join Ukrainians, their hosts and supporters at Epsom Methodist Church on Ashley Road on Saturday
21st December for a special evening of music from wonderful Ukrainian musicians and singers. Entry is free and no reservations
required.

A social event starts at 5pm and the music commences at 6pm concluding about 7.15. Entry is free and a leaving collection is
devoted to the musicians whose livelihoods in Ukraine have been cut by Putin’s war.

You will enjoy a pianist, a violinist, a soprano, poetry, a brass ensemble, a bandura player (a traditional Ukrainian instrument) and
a local Ukraine refugee choir in a packed and varied programme.

The event is organised by the charity behind The Epsom Jazz Club and supported by Epsom based Surrey Stands With Ukraine
and the Epsom and Ewell Refugee Network.

Lionel Blackman, the organiser said “In one way it is a sad event as it is the tenth Ukrainian Music evening held in Epsom since
the Russian invasion in February 2022, which reminds us how long this horrible war has been going on. The music can help take
minds away from the tragedies in their homeland.”

All are welcome. If you do come you may if you wish bring and share a plate of some finger buffet food. There is no parking at the
Church and you should leave plenty of time for travel as roads and rail will be busy.

There will also be time for you to get to Epsom Choral Society’s Christmas Concert at St Martin’s Church, Church Street, Epsom
that starts at 7.30pm.

Full details of the Epsom Choral Society concert HERE
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