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Epsom Choral Society Bids Farewell to Long-Serving Pianist Marion
Lea
14 April 2025

Epsom Choral Society (ECS) has said a heartfelt goodbye to their much-loved accompanist, Marion Lea, who is retiring after an extraordinary 50 years.

At a special farewell party held in her honour, choir members gathered to celebrate Marion’s remarkable contribution to ECS since she first joined in 1975. In a
warm and emotional tribute, ECS President Jon Pullinger shared the story of Marion’s involvement with the choir, remarking, “What amazing good fortune for us”
– her musicianship, support and professionalism have been a cornerstone of ECS for half a century.

In recognition of her long-standing dedication, Marion was presented with a series of personal gifts: a facsimile of Mozart’s C minor Piano Concerto (K491), a
subscription for a monthly bouquet of flowers for the next year, and a set of four handmade, music-themed coasters. She also received a beautiful bouquet of
flowers and a magnificent, personalised cake in the shape of a piano.

Members past and present paid tribute to Marion’s extraordinary skills, her quiet professionalism, and the musicianship she brought to every rehearsal and
performance. As Jon Pullinger said of Marion: “The accompanist will pick out weaknesses in one part or another and come to their rescue with appropriately
judged emphases. We have been so fortunate in having Marion with us as both fine soloist and consummate accompanist.”

ECS looks back with gratitude for all Marion has brought to the choir and with warm wishes for her retirement.

Nina Kaye
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