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Epsom Downs leftovers

15 October 2025

Heaps of leftover racing dirt and old equipment have been abandoned on Epsom Downs, prompting
criticism of the “weed-infested eyesores”.

Epsom Civic Society has raised the alarm over soil heaps and discarded equipment left on the beauty spot.
The group claims that in some cases, the rubbish has been dumped on the Downs out of convenience rather
than necessity.

The most recent example, at the junction of the path at the top Ebbisham Lane and the lower gallop track,
was supposed to be removed a year ago after a new horse slipway was completed.

But it is still there, according to the society, and now adorned with discarded plastic rails.

“It’s difficult to say that these are just there because they're needed for operational reasons,” said Nick
Lock, from the civic society at a Epsom and Walton Downs Consultative Committee meeting at Epsom and
Ewell Borough Council on October 13. He said: “They’re just there for convenience of not taking it
somewhere else.”

Other spoil piles have been spotted at the 7th Furlong car park, behind the Derby Start of the main
racecourse and near the bottom of Six Mile Hill.

The materials vary from soil and chippings to old water containers and tractor equipment. All this
contributed to a cluttered, unsightly scene on what should be a natural scenic area, the civil society claims.

The Downs Conservators, who manage the site, say the area is a working environment for racehorse
training, and some spoil heaps are awaiting future projects.

Cllr Steven McCormick told the Epsom and Walton Downs committee meeting he will go around the site
with the Jockey club and identify the mounds to see what they are there for or not there for.

But Cllr McCormick added there is a “balance” between the council’s responsibility in protecting the
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Down’s natural beauty and the function of the site as a working training ground. He added the council
would also have to find a budget to move the spoils as it will cost money and resources.

Some progress has been made, the committee acknowledged. A large pile from resurfacing the bottom
nine-furlong gallop was removed following Civil Society pressure, and most reported flytipped material has
also been cleared.

But Mr Lock said more needs to be done. “It still does look quite a mess up there,” he told the committee.
“It seems a bit of a shame if you're sitting looking at the nice view from the grandstand and the grounds
and the downs and you're sitting next to all these piles of rubbish.”

Nigel Whybrow from the Training Grounds Management Board confirmed that current materials in the car
park are earmarked for planned projects, and redundant equipment will be removed over the winter with
some hoped to end up in a museum.

For now, the Civic Society is urging the Conservators to adopt a clear policy: reusable spoils should be
stored neatly in designated areas, and all other material should be removed from the Downs promptly.

Emily Dalton LDRS

Image: Dumping of material on the Downs. (Credit: Epsom Civil Society/ Epsom and Ewell Borough Council
documents)
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