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Epsom draw from the jaws of defeat
Epsom & Ewell 2-2 Godalming Town. Southern Combination League – Division One. Tuesday 7th March 2023.

On Tuesday evening Epsom and Ewell and Godalming Town played out their first ever draw as we fought back from two goals
down to force a share of the points on a chilly evening at Fetcham Grove.

We made three changes from the dramatic win at Selsey three days earlier with Toby McKimm getting a second game for us after
his first was curtailed wrongly and prematurely at Hailsham Town, whilst Chris Boulter and Mario Quiassaca returned to the
starting eleven at the expense of Nick Wilson and George Owusu who were on the bench but would both get involved later.

The first few minutes were in our favour, but in the seventh minute Jaevon Dyer gave away a needless free kick out wide. The
original ball in was half cleared but was fed back in and Ollie McAleese was there to head the ball into the net from close range.
We nearly equalised in the 15th minute when Athan Smith-Joseph’s ball across goal took a deflection and almost bounced along
the goal line, inches out of reach of the incoming Dyer.

There weren’t many chances in this half really though, and the only other real items to note were a rather strange booking for
Smith-Joseph, who appeared to be blocked by a defender, and then in the 35th minute when Ross Cheek was sent to the sin bin.
We pushed a little more after that, but a Quiassaca ball across goal was behind Dyer and this summed up the first half really. As
the teams went off at the half there was no disguising the fact that this was a fairly flat performance to this point, but a match
that could still be won if we could improve. However, in the 58th minute a ball over the top of our defence was collected by Tom
White who just got to the ball ahead of McKimm and lifted it over him and just below the bar despite attempts to clear by our
defenders.

At 2-0 down we hadn’t actually had a shot on target and I couldn’t see a way back into the match. However, fairly fresh in the
memory was the loss of a two goal lead at Selsey and our players clearly felt that if we could lose one there, we were just as
capable of rescuing one too. However, a large amount of credit goes to our Assistant Manager Matt Chapman for making a triple
substitution on the hour and changing the shape of the team. From this point we presented a much greater threat.

The next turning point in the match came in the 71st minute when we earned a corner which was met by a great header from
Boulter which needed a good punch from Ryan O’Sullivan in the Godalming goal. However, the ball was recycled and fell to
Boulter once again, standing on the eighteen yard line and he unleashed a fantastic volley into the top corner of the goal. Trust
me, you won’t see a better one in the Premier League this weekend, and what a way to score your first goal for the club!

At 1-2 down we had a sniff, particularly with Jamie Byatt now on the pitch and true to form he would have his say. Just before our
equaliser though, Quiassaca had a shot blocked at close range after good work from Dyer, but in the 81st minute we saw some
silky skills from Gavin Quintyne who took the ball out of defence and then sent the ball over the top of the Godalming back four
for Quiassaca to chase. For some reason O’Sullivan had felt the need to come out to try and reach the ball first, but was nowhere
near it and Quiassaca simply squared the ball for Byatt to finish into the vacant net from ten yards.

In the final seconds of the match we also saw a yellow card pointed in the direction of the Godalming bench and a final chance
created by Wilson who set up Quiassaca, only for the ball to get caught up between his feet before being cleared. Still it was an
entertaining  final  third  of  the  match  and  a  vastly  more  entertaining  spectacle  after  the  break  than  it  had  been  before.
Disappointingly though, only 64 were present to witness this match between two of the league’s top five, although our club
advertised the attendance as 91!! It is not clear why they feel the need to invent supporters and this constant fictional work
embarrasses them as they are tampering with club history. Maybe they should treat the supporters they have a little better and
they might actually pass the word! It’s also about time they made a decision on the Manager, seeing as it’s nearly a week since
they announced that news would follow “soon”. For what it’s worth, Chapman and his team did their cause no harm in this match,
should they be looking for the role.

I wrote a couple of weeks ago that if we could take seven points from this difficult three match stretch, we would be in pole
position for the second place spot and that’s exactly what we got! Whilst this draw does provide leaders Shoreham with some
more breathing space at the top, we do look the most likely right now to claim that runners-up position with no clubs left to play
in the top five now, assuming we can keep the standard up when we play the lower sides in the table.

Epsom & Ewell: Toby McKimm, Gideon Acheampong, Kevin Moreno-Gomez, Ryan Smith (c), Ollie Thompson, Chris Boulter,
Jaevon Dyer, Gavin Quintyne, Mario Quiassaca, Jaan Stanley, Athan Smith-Joseph
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Subs: Nick Wilson for Smith (62), Steve Springett for Thompson (62), Jamie Byatt for Stanley (62)


