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Epsom & Ewell athletics legend remembered

28 March 2025

Remembering Don Turner: A Legend in Local Athletics

Epsom and Ewell’s athletics community is mourning the loss of Don Turner, who passed away on Sunday, 9 March. A
dedicated member of Epsom and Ewell Harriers for an incredible 70 years, Don was not only an accomplished athlete
but also a respected official and administrator who left an indelible mark on the sport, both locally and nationally.

Don’s career in athletics was nothing short of remarkable. An international-standard distance runner, he completed 65
marathons, but his true talent shone in even longer races. He broke the world record for a six-hour track run in
challenging conditions at Stompond Lane, won the grueling Isle of Man TT course race twice, and was part of a Surrey
trio who dominated the 1962 Comrades Marathon in South Africa, finishing within the top four.

His dedication to the sport extended far beyond competing. Don was a pillar of athletics officiating, holding key roles
within Epsom and Ewell Harriers, Surrey Athletics, the South of England AA, and South of the Thames Cross Country
Association. His expertise in timekeeping was widely recognized, and he became a mentor to many officials in the region.

A true pioneer in race technology, Don played a crucial role in introducing photofinish techniques in an era when timing
relied on manual stopwatches and wet film processing. He was a key figure in international athletics, including officiating
at the prestigious Crystal Palace events and working with Seiko at the Barcelona Olympics test event in 1991.

Perhaps one of his most well-known contributions was his involvement in the founding of the London Marathon in 1981,
working alongside Chris Brasher and John Disley to organize the race’s finish and timekeeping. Yet, despite these high-
profile roles, Don remained dedicated to grassroots athletics. Well into his 80s, he could be found officiating at local youth
competitions, including the Ebbisham League at Ewell Track.

Helen Maguire, MP for Epsom and Ewell and an Epsom and Ewell Harriers runner, paid tribute to Don’s immense
contribution:

“Don officiated in many a race I've taken part in during my 14 years running for Epsom & Ewell Harriers. Don also helped
start the London Marathon alongside Chris Brasher in 1981. He lived in Stoneleigh. His contribution to the sport of
running has been enormous and he will not be forgotten. Thanks, Don, for everything you have done for the sport.”

A Club with a Rich Heritage

Don Turner’s legacy will live on through Epsom and Ewell Harriers, one of the oldest and most successful athletics clubs
in Surrey. With a membership of approximately 250 athletes of all ages and abilities, the club competes in a range of track
and field, cross country, and road running events at regional, national, and even international levels.

The club’s facilities include a six-lane track and provisions for high jump, long jump, pole vault, hammer, discus, and
javelin training. It is a strong competitor in the Surrey Cross Country leagues, Area Cross Country Championships, and
road running events. Additionally, the club actively supports and encourages coaching and officiating qualifications
among its members.

Epsom and Ewell Harriers also play a vital role in the local running community, including their well-established link with
Nonsuch parkrun, where they frequently provide volunteer support. As a registered charity (number 1187959), the club
continues to promote athletics and nurture future generations of athletes.

Don Turner’s passing marks the end of an era for Epsom and Ewell athletics. He will be remembered not just for his
achievements and contributions but for his unwavering passion and generosity in supporting the sport at every level. The
athletics community will deeply miss him, but his legacy will continue to inspire for years to come.
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