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Epsom & Ewell FC caught knapping at the end
Knaphill 2-1 Epsom and Ewell FC. Combined Counties League – Premier Division South. Saturday 1st March.

At half time at Knaphill’s Redding Way ground, we led 1-0 after one of our better halves of football in recent weeks, but a
combination of us losing our way and an improved performance from the home team ensured that we would end up defeated by
two goals to one, which was, I felt, a very harsh result for our boys.

Visits to Redding Way have not been successful in recent years, with our boys conceding six times in each of our last two matches
there. Throw in the lack of a programme for the second successive season (time for a League fine, surely) and the fact that it is
frequently cold and damp when we visit, and I’ll be honest I wasn’t particularly looking forward to this match, yet on arrival, we
found a picturesque ground bathed in spring sunshine and everything looked much better! The sun had brough people out and
there seemed to be a fairly large number of spectators present; far more than the official figure of just 83.

From a playing perspective, clearly something needed to change after our dreadful midweek showing against Balham and some
changes were made. Anthony Nazareth and Callum Wilson returned at the back and we went with three players there and the
unusual sight of Luke Miller playing at left wing back with the right wing back role being entrusted to Niall Stillwell.

Whether it was down to the formation or just an attempt to restore some pride after our home loss to one of the relegation
favourites is hard to know, but we came out of the blocks in much better shape and actually started to pass the ball around quite a
lot. We were looking like a team, rather than the group of individuals that had taken the field against Balham and we made the
first chance when following some good pressure Craig Dundas received the ball, but he was a little wide and couldn’t wrap his leg
around the ball enough to get the shot on target.

Admittedly, we did nearly go behind a minute later when a superb right wing cross took out Kevin Kardel and was met by a
thumping far post header which sent the ball against the underside of our crossbar and the follow up strike was then well
blocked. This was an isolated attack though and we were soon back on the attack when a great crossfield pass from Miller found
Stillwell running into the penalty area and he lashed a shot that was heading just inside the post and Sam Gray in the Knaphill
goal had to be alert to keep out. From the subsequent corner Stillwell rose again at the back post but couldn’t keep the header
down. It may have gone out of play off a defender, but the goal kick was given.

Stillwell was the best player on the park in this first half and it was his left footed cross in the 15th minute that led to our opener,
as the delivery was perfect for Carl Oblitey to head at goal. It would have gone in but was almost immediately blocked by the
hand of James Glover. After he received a yellow card we then had a lengthy delay after the Knaphill Captain Dale Burnham
suddenly required treatment in the penalty area; a cynical move that the referee fell for. However, our own Captain Adam Green
kept calm and thumped the penalty out of Gray’s reach in the 18th minute.

Although we never again had the dominance of those opening stages, we remained on top for the remainder of the opening period
and Ali Fofahan broke through on goal but Gray tipped his early shot wide. He then had an even better opportunity after Oblitey
put him through once again just before the half, but instead of smashing his shot at goal from about six yards, he chose to cut
back onto his stronger left foot, by which time a defender was able to get back and block his shot. As we went in at the half, we
held a deserved lead and nobody could have argued had that lead been greater.

There was only one concern in that opening forty-five which was when Jason Bloor went down with an ankle injury a few minutes
before the interval, but he recovered after treatment and was back on the field for the second half, only to break down again
within a couple of minutes. Ethan Nelson-Roberts came on in his place, but we missed Bloor’s all round game and were never
quite as strong in this match again. It is worth pointing out at this stage that the last match Bloor started was the last one we
won, against Abbey Rangers, and right now we are not quite the same side without him.

Having said that, we nearly extended our lead in the 51st minute after Oblitey set up Fofahan once again on the right wing and
although the delivery was just too far ahead of Oblitey, the ball struck Glover and bounced inches wide of his own goal, almost in
slow motion. Despite our superiority, within seven minutes of this chance the hosts drew level. Matt Copland unleashed a
powerful long range strike that was heading for the top corner until Kardel pulled off a fantastic save. Unfortunately from the
corner Burnham was able to volley the ball in from close range.

From this point the match began to get a bit niggly. The Knappers had clearly been given a talking to at the break and were
fighting for everything. Our boys seem quite happy in those situations and battled back, leading to a flurry of stoppages. Wilson
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picked up a yellow card for a fairly agricultural challenge too, and whilst a Miller shot curled just beyond the far post and Oblitey
sent a header from a hanging Nelson-Roberts cross towards Gray, it was the hosts who were next to score in the 75th minute
after their new signing Sid Cannon ran through our defence and planted a shot beyond Kardel from around 15 yards to register
his second goal in his second match for them. It would prove to be the winning goal as the game degenerated further. A foul on
Nazareth earned a card and this was followed by another for Jack Watts after he clattered into Kardel, leading to the obligatory
scuffle between a number of players and things also threatened to kick off between the benches too.

In the 92nd minute we then had an incident of rank stupidity from the Knaphill sub Ben Mitchell. Despite having been on the field
only for a short period of time, he then also smashed clumsily into our young keeper, despite already having picked up a yellow
for a foul on Nazareth, leading to the clearest “second yellow” you may ever see at this level. However, there was little time to
take advantage of the extra man and after seven minutes of injury time the final whistle blew to confirm that the points were
staying at Redding Way for the third straight time.

It’s hard to know exactly how we didn’t come away with at least a point from this match. We were the more superior side in the
first half and although we seemed to run out of steam in the second half, maybe we struggled with Knaphill’s second half intensity
a little, so credit must also go to our opponents for their fightback. Certainly the loss of Bloor didn’t help us either. At this stage of
the season and with little to play for, Warren will probably be trying to find out which players he wants to retain for next season
and which formation works best. Although Stillwell produced an excellent hour on the right in his advanced wing back role, I’m
not sure that we learned much else from this defeat, even if it was an undeserved one.

Epsom & Ewell: Kevin Kardel, Anthony Nazareth, Luke Miller, Adam Green (c), Callum Wilson, Stefan Aiwone, Niall Stillwell,
Craig Dundas, Carl Oblitey, Ali Fofahan, Ethan Nelson-Roberts

Subs: Ethan Nelson-Roberts for Bloor (48), George Owusu for Fofahan (67), Ethan Brazier for Stillwell (71), Conrad Essilfie-
Conduah for Dundas (83), Campbell Scott for Wilson (84)
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