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Epsom & Ewell  FC imperious victory  in  Imperial
Fields
12 November 2023

Tooting & Mitcham 0-3 Epsom & Ewell. Combined Counties League – Premier Division. Saturday 11th November 2023.

Cast your mind back to the 4th March 2003. Some young lad by the name of Justin Timberlake was at number 1 with Cry
Me A River, Tony Blair was Prime Minister and our Manager was Adrian Hill, who was approaching the end of a club
record thirteen year tenure in his second spell in charge. Oh yes, and we defeated Tooting & Mitcham United by four
goals to three in an Isthmian League victory on our first ever visit to Imperial Fields.

Just over twenty years on, it was great to see our former Manager, now aged 78, amongst the crowd as we achieved our
first victory over the Terrors since that date and it has to be said that this 3-0 win; our best since 1934, probably flattered
us a little, as the match was very even for a large part of the contest. However, a second half sending off for the home side
followed by a crazy own goal enabled us to cruise home comfortably by the time the final whistle blew.

There were five players in our starting eleven who had taken the field in Epsom colours last season, yet there were also
three in the Tooting & Mitcham team! We renewed acquaintances with Tom Theobald, Johnny “Sonic” Akoto, and Warren
Colman, not to mention another former Salt Kieron Campbell who was with us in three earlier spells and this wasn’t even
including Captain Alex Penfold who was an unused substitute and their Manager Jamie Byatt who was not in the playing
line up on this occasion.

For our part, we made just the two changes from our defeat against Sutton United with Tijani Eshilokun coming in for
George Owusu, while Jaan Stanley played ahead of Luke Miller, although both of the replaced players were on the bench
and would come on later in the contest.

The home side were in decent form and the match programme referred to their aim of reaching for the playoffs. Arguably
they were, and remain under more pressure to achieve this season than our club does, and much of that pressure is
centred on their Centre-forward Shay Brennan who had a number of goals already this season. However, one feature of
this  match was that  he was kept  very  quiet  throughout  and it  could be argued that  this  was our  best  defensive
performance of the season as a result, as Harvey Keogh didn’t have a massive amount to do in this match, certainly
compared to the recent games we have played.

The first half probably should have finished 0-0 as neither team created a vast amount. Both keepers made the occasional
save; Theobald, the hero in our penalty shoot out win over Selsey last season was down well to save from Rory Edwards,
while Keogh made a couple of decent blocks too, but nothing too taxing. Despite the lack of real chances for either side,
we took the lead in the 34th minute from a well directed Edwards corner that was challenged for by a number of players
from both sides, but the ball looped up off them and was heading towards goal. Fortunately Eshilokun got a toe to the ball
on its way down to get it over the line from close range and save me from trying to work out who the scorer would have
been otherwise!

In reality, neither team probably deserved to be ahead to that point, but this is sometimes where expectation and pressure
tells. A 0-0 draw would have been fine for us, but totally unacceptable to the home side who would have been well aware
of  our recent  defeats  to  Knaphill  and Farnham Town and aiming to  replicate them. However,  they were severely
hampered in that target just two minutes into the second half when Edwards played a nice pass towards Stanley, only to
then be taken out by a challenge from behind. It looked a naughty challenge, but was still a surprise to me when a straight
red card was shown in the direction of Jayden Hutchings, although other people who saw the challenge from another
angle said it was deserving of a straight red.

Ironically, the home side then had their best spell of the match, but they were struggling to find Brennan and Keogh kept
out a good volley from the edge of the penalty area with his feet. He was then down well to make a low save that came
from a decent move down the right and a near post strike, but the threat from the home side completely evaporated in the
81st minute when we scored our second goal. It’s hard to say exactly how much credit we deserve for this one as it was
mostly down to the home side as Sam Orisatoki sent the ball twenty yards back to Theobald who then missed the ball with
his kick completely and despite rushing back to try and repair the damage, the ball had crossed the goal line by the time
he was able to clear it and the Assistant flagged accordingly.

The goal knocked the stuffing out of the home side and the match was all over as a contest. Five minutes later we had a
third as Edwards, arguably playing his best game for our club, got down the left wing and pulled the ball back to
substitute Luke Miller in the vicinity of the penalty spot and he drilled the ball first time into Theobald’s bottom right hand
corner to seal the points. We had further chances in the closing minutes as Tommy Williams played a one-two with Ade
Batula but dragged his shot beyond the far post, while Batula’s shot was deflected over the bar, although no corner was
awarded. In the end it didn’t really matter and whilst the scoreline may have been slightly generous, I have bemoaned the
fact that we were unlucky to lose by so many in recent weeks, so it’s swings and roundabouts really!
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I wrote last week that good, hard-working performances like those at Farnham and Knaphill were great, as long as we
could take that on and get something from our next games, and I’m happy to report that we did exactly that at Imperial
Fields with a performance that was very similar to the one at Spelthorne Sports three weeks previously, but was also our
first three goal haul away from home in any competition since winning 3-1 at Billingshurst back in April and our largest
away win since we scored five at Oakwood back in August 2022. We go to Sandhurst on Tuesday in good form and are
now up to third from bottom of the table with games in hand. A good weekend!

Epsom & Ewell: Harvey Keogh, Tommy Williams, Nick Inwugwu, Steve Springett, Reece Tierney, Ollie Thompson, Ethan
Nelson-Roberts, Rory Edwards, Tijani Eshilokun, Thompson Adeyemi, Jaan Stanley

Subs: Luke Miller for Stanley (59), Ade Batula for Eshilokun (77), George Owusu for Nelson-Roberts (87), Tino Carpene
for Springett (93)
Report Source: www.eefconline.co.uk


