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Epsom & Ewell’s French racing twin is a
favourite

24 September 2025

The Chateau de Chantilly has been selected as Monument Préféré des Francais 2025 (France’s Favourite
Monument), surpassing 13 other iconic sites in a national vote. It succeeds the 24 Hours of Le Mans circuit,
which won the honour in 2024.

This accolade was conferred through the popular France 3 television programme Le Monument Préféré des
Francais, presented by Stéphane Bern, which each year invites the public to vote for their favourite
heritage site. Stéphane Bern is a well-known French journalist, television and radio presenter, writer and
historian. He specialises in European history, royalty and cultural heritage, and is often described in France
as the country’s “Mr Heritage.”

A heightened spotlight on Chantilly

Epsom and Ewell with Chantilly enjoy a twinning charter and both share a proud equestrian heritage.
Chantilly is renowned for its racecourse and celebrated training grounds, Epsom is world-famous for the
Derby, a race that has shaped the international thoroughbred calendar for over two centuries. This shared
identity as centres of horseracing tradition provides a natural bond between the two towns and further
enriches their twinning relationship.

The chateau victory not only amplifies the national and international profile of Chantilly but reinforces its
status as an exceptional cultural treasure. The chateau, owned by the Institut de France, houses the Musée
Condé, with the Duke of Aumale’s art collection and library as its heart. It is also celebrated for its formal
gardens, its expansive park and the remarkable Museum of the Horse, housed in the former great stables.

Since the chateau was designated “Monument préféré des Francais,” Stéphane Bern presented a
commemorative plaque to Anne Miller, the chateau’s administratrice générale. The French Ministry of
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Culture highlighted that this distinction honours not just architectural splendour, but the unique legacy
bequeathed by the Duke of Aumale, reaffirming the chateau’s role as a living site of art, memory and
natural heritage.

The Duc d’Aumale: A link across the Channel

A key figure tying Chantilly to our locality is Henri, Duc d’Aumale (1822-1897), a French prince, military
officer, scholar, bibliophile and art collector.

After the Revolution of 1848 forced the Orléans family into exile, the Duke of Aumale settled in
Twickenham, just across the Thames from Epsom, in a notable residence known as Orleans House.

Although the main house was largely demolished in 1926, the Octagon Room and service wing survive as
part of the Orleans House Gallery, now a Grade I listed building. During his stay, the Duke built an
imposing library and picture gallery adjacent to Orleans House, housing many of his collections. These
collections — including masterpieces by Raphael, Rubens and others — were later transferred back to
Chantilly upon his death, forming a substantial part of the Musée Condé’s holdings under his no-loans rule.

The Duke also had local ties through the birth of his son, Frangois d’Orléans, duc de Guise, born in
Twickenham in 1854. Upon his death in 1897, the Duke bequeathed Chantilly, together with its art, library
and collections, to the Institut de France, under the condition that it be preserved as a museum of French
art and history.

Twinning, cultural bridges, and local opportunity

The success of Chantilly in this national competition is a proud moment for Epsom & Ewell, reinforcing the
value and impact of town-twinning. Twinning is not merely ceremonial — it offers opportunities for cultural
exchange, reciprocal visits, shared projects in art, education and heritage, and deeper understanding
between communities.

Nigel Collin, Chairman of the Epsom & Ewell Town-Twinning Association, commented:

“We warmly congratulate our colleagues in Chantilly for this well-deserved achievement. Anyone who has
visited the Chateau cannot fail to be amazed, not just by its external splendour, but by the staggering depth
of works from the 15th to the 19th century — works you can only see in situ here, thanks to the Duke of
Aumale’s strict no-loans condition. It really is well worth a visit, and if any residents are interested in
visiting via a Twinning Association group, we will be pleased to advise and assist.”

This announcement may inspire renewed interest in twinning visits, themed excursions focusing on
heritage, art or gardens, school exchanges, and collaborative cultural programmes. Epsom & Ewell
welcomes ideas for reciprocal exchanges with Chantilly, whether joint exhibitions, lectures, or youth
projects.

For further information or to register your interest in a Chantilly visit, please contact the Epsom & Ewell
Twinning Association via contact@epsomtwinning.com.
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Sam Jones - Reporter
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