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Epsom Methodist Church launches new Story Club and Warm
Wednesdays

Epsom Methodist Church (EMC) is organising two exciting ventures for local people and families this
autumn.

First out of the blocks is a new Story Club for parents and toddlers that is now meeting every Monday morning at 11am in the community café
at the Church in Ashley Road, Epsom. Christa Schoeni, an experienced children’s practitioner, is leading 30 minutes of reading, rhyme time and
singing for children up to age five. Parents and carers are able to borrow books to read with their children during the week.

“Our aim is to foster a love of reading. With tablets and other electronic devices so commonplace today there is a risk that children miss out on
the value of listening, sharing stories with their parents and having their imagination fired by imaginary worlds,” said Christa Schoeni.

And EMC’s Warm Wednesdays starts a new chapter in its life. For a fourth year the church is open every Wednesday starting on 5th November.

Robert Hill commented: “Every Wednesday we provide a warm space where people can come and chat, join in with quizzes and games, enjoy
free teas and coffees and a lunchtime snack of hot soup and a roll. On the first Wednesday of every month we have an expert who comes and
provides practical help and advice on reducing energy costs and dealing with gas and electricity bills. Surrey County Council has also provided
us with some warm clothing and accessories to help stay warm over the winter months and we will be distributing these supplies to local
residents.

“Every Wednesday afternoon from 3.30 our warm space becomes an after-school club with craft activities for children and parents and a
chance for older children and adults to hone their table tennis skills. We end our day with everyone enjoying a hot meal together cooked by a
great team of volunteers.

“As a town centre church, we see it as our role and mission to serve the local community. We love having hundreds of people coming through
our doors each day. We hope that Warm Wednesdays will provide a place not just to be warm and get help with staying warm, but a place
where warmth also means friendship and a generous welcome.”
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