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Epsom MP leads cross-party delegation to Ukraine to
examine impact of explosive weapons
A cross-party delegation of UK Parliamentarians has travelled to Ukraine to assess the humanitarian and environmental impact of
explosive weapons and to strengthen cooperation between the two countries on mine clearance and victim support.

The visit was led by Helen Maguire, Liberal Democrat Member of Parliament for Epsom & Ewell and Chair of the All-Party
Parliamentary  Group (APPG) on Explosive  Weapons and Their  Impact.  The group also  included Cameron Thomas MP for
Tewkesbury and Baroness Natalie Bennett of the Green Party.

During their visit, the delegation met Minister Oleksi Sobolev, responsible for Ukraine’s economy, agriculture and environment,
to discuss the challenges of clearing more than 136,000 square kilometres of land now contaminated by mines and unexploded
ordnance — roughly a third of Ukraine’s territory. They also visited Ukraine’s State Emergency Service, which has responded to
over 235,000 explosive incidents since the start of the war, rescuing more than 6,500 people.

The MPs observed mine clearance operations with the HALO Trust and Mines Advisory Group (MAG), and learned about new
training programmes in explosive ordnance disposal and emergency response being developed at Lviv State University of Life
Safety.  They  also  visited  rehabilitation  centres  Superhumans  and  Unbroken,  which  provide  prosthetics,  surgery,  and
psychological support to civilians and veterans injured by explosions.

Speaking from Ukraine, Helen Maguire said: “As Chair of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Explosive Weapons and Their
Impact, it has been a privilege to visit Ukraine with cross-party colleagues to observe both the unimaginable devastation caused
by explosive weapons, and the extraordinary courage of those working to clear them.” She added “Ukraine faces one of the
largest demining challenges in history. Witnessing the bravery of the women and men working to clear this contamination has
been deeply humbling. Britain must continue to support the Ukrainian people by championing humanitarian mine action and
ensuring our foreign policy reflects the real human cost of explosive weapons.”

Maguire also met Anatolii Fedoruk, Mayor of Bucha, the town that became a global symbol of Russian atrocities against
civilians after the withdrawal of occupying forces in 2022. Hundreds of civilians were killed there, many showing signs of
execution and torture. Maguire reflected:

“Witnessing first hand the damage and loss caused by landmines has been sobering, but I’ve been heartened to know that the
contributions from my own community — through Surrey Stands With Ukraine’s financial support towards rehabilitation for
landmine victims — will have made a tangible difference to survivors of these atrocities. I’m proud to represent a constituency
whose compassion knows no borders.”

Bucha holds a particular link with Epsom, as the local charity Surrey Stands With Ukraine (SSWU) — based in the town — was
among the first UK groups to send aid there following the liberation of the area in 2022. Its director, Lionel Blackman, visited
Bucha in July 2025, meeting the Mayor and local officials and other urban centres and aid workers to assess ongoing needs and
rehabilitation projects. The charity has delivered more than £4 million worth of humanitarian and medical aid to Ukraine since the
start of the full-scale invasion.

Global context: Ukraine among the world’s most landmined nations

Ukraine now ranks  among the most  heavily  mined countries  on Earth,  joining the  grim company of  Cambodia,  Vietnam,
Afghanistan, and Syria. The United Nations and the HALO Trust estimate that contamination across Ukraine affects an area
larger than England, Wales, and Northern Ireland combined. At the current pace of clearance, it could take decades to make all
affected areas safe.

Globally, Cambodia remains one of the most mine-affected nations, with around 1,000 square kilometres still  contaminated
despite 30 years of clearance. Vietnam and Laos continue to suffer from the legacy of the Vietnam War, where unexploded
ordnance from U.S. bombing campaigns still kills or injures civilians every year. In comparison, Ukraine’s contamination has
occurred over a much shorter period — highlighting the devastating intensity of Russia’s use of explosive weapons in civilian
areas.
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The UK’s Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO) continues to fund demining organisations in Ukraine through
its Global Mine Action Programme, which supports both the HALO Trust and MAG in their life-saving work.

You can follow the work of Surrey Stands With Ukraine and make donations HERE

Sam Jones – Reporter

Related reports:

Epsom Stands in Solidarity with Ukraine on War’s Third Anniversary

Sir Ed supporting Epsom based Ukraine charities

Fire Assembly for Ukraine

2 years on Epsom to gather in solidarity with Ukraine 

“Imagine this house is in Epsom” says our man in Ukraine.

Image: Helen Maguire MP with LibDem Party leader Sir Ed Davey and Surrey Stands With Ukraine Chairman Roy Deadman at
the “Ukraine Hub” in Global House (courtesy The Ashley Centre) the HQ for the charity and the Epsom and Ewell Refugee
Network in November 2024.
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