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Epsom murders advance police responses

Surrey Police say its response to coercive and controlling behaviour in domestic abuse cases is “significantly more advanced”
following the Epsom College murders.

Emma Pattison, 45, was found dead alongside her seven-year-old daughter, Lettie, in the grounds of the Surrey school in
February 2023. Mrs Pattison’s husband, George Pattison, 39, is believed to have shot them at their home before killing himself.

During the hearing, the court learned that Mr Pattison called the police over an alleged assault against Mrs Pattison in 2016. Mr
Pattison’s shotgun certificate was removed temporarily while the matter was being investigated.

Surrey Police said the case was investigated “thoroughly” at the time but the alleged assault was not progressed due to lack of
evidence. The force said there was no reason not to return Mr Pattison’s certificate and a renewal application in December 2016,
and again in 2022, was granted.

But Chief Superintendent Clive Davies said: “Look[ing] through the lens of what ultimately happened, the incident in 2016 was
clearly part of Mr Pattison’s controlling behaviour”. Although Mrs Pattison never made any allegations of domestic abuse or
coercive controlling behaviour against her husband, Ch Supt Davies said the force’s “understanding and response to CCB is
significantly more advanced now”.

He added Surrey Police officers and staff are trained to recognise the signs of CCB, the homicide timeline and high-risk factors.
Coercive control uses manipulation, intimidation and various forms of emotional and psychological abuse to gain power and
control over their partner.

Ch Supt Clive Davies said: “The tragic deaths of Emma and Lettie draw attention to the need to dispel and challenge myths and
stereotypes around who may or may not be victims of domestic abuse, and who indeed may be capable of causing such harm.” He
added that if these misconceptions are not tackled “many victims will feel unable to reach out, and will continue to suffer in
silence, while those causing harm in relationships are able to exist unchecked”.

After a direct plea from Emma Pattison’s family during the hearing, Coroner Richard Travers also raised concerns that controlling
and coercive behaviour should be considered in gun licensing. Surrey Police said it has reviewed the concerns raised in the
Prevention of Future Death report published by the coroner including medical records in firearms licensing and CCB.

Ch Supt Davies said: “Domestic abuse in its many forms, whether coercive, controlling, physical, sexual, financial or emotional,
must not be tolerated and we will do everything we can to support those who are being abused and ensure that those
perpetrating it are brought to justice.”

The response builds from Ch Supt Davies’ statement to the hearing where he pleaded to “challenge stereotypes around victims of
domestic abuse”. He highlighted children can also be victims of domestic abuse in their own right, and urged the public to help
make sure they are seen, heard and supported.

He added: “I would urge anyone who believes they, or a friend or family member, may be experiencing abuse to report it. We
know sometimes the signs that someone is suffering from domestic abuse can be subtle and difficult to spot. However, if you have
any concerns at all for yourself, or a loved one, please contact the Surrey domestic abuse helpline which can provide access to
independent advice and support in confidence.”

Contact Surrey domestic abuse helpline by calling 01483 776822 or
visiting htips://www.healthysurrey.org.uk/domestic-abuse/help

For anyone who feels they may be exhibiting harmful behaviour in their relationships, please contact the Surrey Steps
to Change Hub via email: Enquiries@surreystepstochange.com or telephone 01483 900 905.

Related reports:
Surrey Police help end abuse victim’s ordeal

Surrey joining up to tackle violence against women
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