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Epsom PC is tough on crime and the causes of crime
Police Constable Bethan Evans-Jones has been working to reduce shoplifting in Epsom & Ewell including working with one
prolific individual who has recently been convicted of 24 counts of theft. Thanks to her interventions, he is also being supported to
break out of the cycle of crime.

Bethan joined Surrey Police in 2022 via Police Now’s National Graduate Leadership Programme, which recruits, trains and
develops talented graduates to excel as neighbourhood officers across England and Wales. Previously training to be a solicitor
and working in her local MP’s office before deciding to become a police officer, Bethan speaks to us about her role on the
frontline and her passion for supporting vulnerable people in the community.

Last summer, Bethan investigated a series of repeated thefts that targeted a petrol station in the borough of Epsom & Ewell.

Bethan began to visit the petrol station as part of her regular patrol route, and developed strong relationships with the staff, to
ensure she would be directly alerted to any incidents while in the area.

She was subsequently able to intercept and arrest the offender as he attempted to shoplift alcohol. Thanks to the evidence she
gathered during her investigation, he was convicted of 24 counts of theft at a local magistrates’ court. He was given a Community
Protection Warning prohibiting him from entering any local businesses without the means to pay. He is also required to undertake
drug rehabilitation and to pay compensation for his offences.

Police Constable Bethan Evans-Jones said: “I’m pleased to have been able to support staff at the local petrol station, who have the
right to feel safe in their place of work.

“It is also important to me that the offender is supported to break out of the cycle of crime he had fallen into and receive the help
he needs. He is well known within the community and, despite the crimes he committed, the shop staff spoke kindly of him – so it
was important to all of us that he receive help.

“I referred him to local partner agencies, and he was able to get help from a charity that supports those with drug addictions and
was also assigned a social support worker. He recognised that these were the first steps to ‘getting better’ and we believe that
this will be an important step to prevent him from re-offending.

“Drugs and drug misuse has become a particular area of interest for me, because of the often-vulnerable nature of the offender
themselves, as well as the need for victim support. This is the kind of thing that neighbourhood police officers can really support
with, through strong partnership working with local charities and organisations, as well as compassion and a real understanding
of what the vulnerable members of society experience. Getting to know people in the neighbourhood and being on patrol is what
ultimately enabled me to apprehend this individual.

“That’s one of the reasons I decided to join the force via Police Now’s neighbourhood programme, where I knew I could embed
myself in the local community and build relationships to make a difference. The programme also offers other development
opportunities and I have successfully secured a four-week secondment with the Home Office to work on county lines policy. This
will be a great opportunity to develop my skills further and bring key knowledge back to my neighbourhood, to better support
residents across Epsom and Ewell.”

West Surrey Intelligence Manager, Inspector Alan Knight, said: “Bethan is a very competent and capable police officer. She has
the principles of community policing at the heart of all the work she undertakes, and this is reflected in what she has achieved.

“By tackling the core issue of the matter and diverting offenders from the vicious circle of reoffending to fund an addiction,
Bethan has not only supported her community by preventing future criminality but is inspiring neighbourhoods that feel safe. I
hope that the results in this case will provide reassurance to victims of crime that we are focused on pursuing those responsible.

“Bethan’s work has shown that working with communities and victims of crime promotes the partnership sharing of intelligence
and information which is so vital when combating all levels of criminality.”

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-pc-is-tough-on-crime-and-the-causes-of-crime

