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Epsom Racecourse: Preview and Tips for
Sunday’s Seven-Race Card

27 September 2025

a2

It’s Epsom Racecourse’s season finale Sunday, and the seven-race card card features the Apprentices’
Derby Handicap, alongside four other handicaps, a conditions stakes and a novice.

Read on for a full preview of the Epsom card, courtesy of Boyle Sports, who provide all the latest horse
racing odds.

The first race of the meeting is a nursery handicap run over seven furlongs (1.45). We have seven runners
here, of which the most experienced are Galileo Island and Penhallam, who have been in handicap company
for a few runs now. Of those running in a handicap for the first time, Ralph Beckett’s Crystal Pier may make
the most appeal, already proven over the trip and having run a nice race over course and distance last time.
Penhallam might get the better of her with a five-pound claimer aboard, however.

Race two is a juveniles’ conditions race over an extended mile (2.20). We have just four runners in this race,
but it is a hot contest nonetheless as three of the contenders have previously won a race and the only
maiden, Alfaraz, was second on debut at Goodwood. He looks well qualified to improve and win this race
under Oisin Murphy. With an entry in the Group One Futurity Stakes later this year, he must be well
thought of at home.

Next is a mile and a quarter novice (2.55). This race looks to be between the Gosdens’ Gamrai and Alan
King’s Alcarath as they are the only two of the six with winning or placing form to their names. The latter
would have to improve a fair bit, though, in order to get past the former, who won on seasonal
reappearance and should be able to defy his penalty easily enough.

The fourth race is the feature Apprentices’ Derby Handicap, run over a mile and half (3.30). Pat Phelan’s
Naasma seeks a hat-trick today, having won her last two starts at Windsor, and hasn’t been so heavily
penalised by the handicapper that she couldn’t get involved once more. Give It To Me Oj, a dual-purpose
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performer, won over course and distance last time out on soft ground, and has been sharply raised in the
weights as a result. Odin Legacy should have a good chance under George Bass, but Way Of Life looks to
have the strongest claims at the weights for Jonathan Portman.

Following is a mile and a quarter handicap (4.05). David O’Meara’s 10-year-old Orbaan has been steadily
dropping back towards his last winning mark and, now just one pound above it, could get the job done
under Tom Marquand here. He was fourth of 12 at this track last time over seven furlongs and it’s
interesting to see him upped in trip. Richard Hughes’ Criminal also looks likely to be there at the sharp end,
and is weighted accordingly to being one of only two three-year-olds in the race. Don’t forget Kimeko Glory,
though, who made a winning start for Brian Toomey and could go well again.

The penultimate race is a handicap over an extended mile (4.40). This is another four-runner race, with half
of the field having won their last starts. Jiff’s Army won over course and distance a month ago, while
Falmouth Lad seeks a hat-trick after successes at Newmarket and Kempton. With Rossa Ryan in the saddle,
Jiff’s Army looks the most likely to repeat the winning form, while Hot Cash has now come down to what
should be a winnable mark and could be very competitive under Tom Marquand.

Finally, we conclude with a seven-furlong handicap (5.15). Kisskodi has won at this track twice this term
already, while Ed Walker’s Tokyo Joe looks to have come down to a nice mark and could run a big race after
some promising performances so far this season, despite not having got a win on the board yet. Course and
distance winner Marlay Park should be very competitive also under Paddy Bradley.

Epsom selections - Sunday:
1.45 - Penhallam
2.20 - Alfaraz

2.55 - Gamrai
3.30 - Way Of Life
4.05 - Orbaan

4.40 - Jiff’s Army
5.15 - Marlay Park

Horses racing Image: Credit Paul. CC BY 2.0
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