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Epsom welder’s widow seeks help with cancer claim

17 August 2024

A woman who believed her incurable cancer may have been caused by washing her husband’s work clothes is looking for
information. Annette, who was married to a former welder in is appealing for information following her diagnosis with an
incurable form of cancer linked to asbestos exposure.

Asbestos is a naturally occurring mineral composed of thin, needle-like fibres which was widely used in construction.
Asbestos was completely banned in 1999 after research showed swallowing and breathing in the fibres trap them in the
body, inflaming and scarring the lungs which can cause cancer.

Peter Vaughan, Annette’s husband, worked as a welder around Epsom and Ewell throughout the 1960s, 70s and 80s,
where he is believed to have come into contact with asbestos used in insulators for buildings and machinery such as
asbestos blankets or gloves.

Annette claims she may have been exposed to asbestos while washing Peter’s work clothes, if he came into contact with
asbestos while at work. Annette was diagnosed with the rare and aggressive cancer, mesothelioma, in summer 2023 - six
years after Peter sadly died in 2017.

Now, with the help of legal firm Leigh Day, Annette is appealing to Peter’s former colleagues to help her with information
about conditions at his work. She hopes the information will help her bring a legal claim as she faces the incurable
disease.

“Mesothelioma is an aggressive, terminal form of cancer which can develop in an individual later in life even through
secondary exposure to asbestos,” said Claire Spearpoint, asbestos claims solicitor at law firm Leigh Day. “Annette
believes that this may have been the case with her diagnosis, however following Peter’s death she has limited access to
information regarding the possible presence of exposure at his former places of work.”

Leigh Day is looking to support Annette’s claim by speaking to anyone who worked at Surrey Sheet Metal Crafts, Grundy
Teddington and Vestec throughout the 1960s to 1980s. They may be able to offer information if ashestos was used and
how asbestos exposure occurred. Annette is also hopeful that any local tradesmen who worked in the Epsom and Ewell
area at the time may be able to offer information that could be of help.

Peter worked as a welder and director at Surrey Sheet Metal Crafts between 1965 and 1967, a company he set up with
two other men. He was then employed at Grundy Teddington in the Twickenham and Teddington area throughout 1970 to
1971, before working at Vestec for 12 years between 1975 and 1987. During his time at Vestec, he was a supervisor and
often referred to as ‘guvnor’.

While former employees who overlapped with Peter at these companies would be particularly useful, Annette is also
looking to speak to anyone who worked at Surrey Sheet Metal Crafts, Grundy Teddington or Vestec who could offer
information on the kind of work undertaken.

All three companies are no longer in existence and have been dissolved, one as recent as March 2024. If you can provide
any relevant information please contact Claire Spearpoint at: cspearpoint@leighday.co.uk

Picture of Peter Vaughan as a younger man (Credit: Leigh Day)
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