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Epsom’s football team concede 4 goals
17 September 2023

Epsom & Ewell FC 2 – 4 Sheerwater. Combined Counties League – Premier Division South. Saturday 16th September
2023.

Last week I wrote that our match against Sheerwater was likely to be a more telling indicator of where we are this season
and whilst the football club may sugar coat things, I will be honest here as I always am and state what everyone else at
the match was thinking, which is that we are now clearly in a relegation battle before the end of September as we shipped
four goals to a team that hadn’t scored one in the League for 341 minutes before this match in a truly disheartening 4-2
defeat.

Some people might say that the cup matches are important and we have done well in them this season so far, but our
bread and butter is the League and four losses to start the season was not even close to the start we would have wanted.
However, it could have been argued in our defence that we had played some good teams this season so far. Regrettably,
all of those arguments went up in smoke as we faced a team as low on confidence as we were and still lost in this pivotal
match.

There may have been mitigating circumstances. Our first choice back three that played only two weeks ago at Eastbourne
United were all out of the starting line up as Callum Wilson and Zach Powell were not available, while Ash Snadden was
sitting on the bench. In their places came Ollie Thompson, Nick Inwugwu and Reece Tierney and whilst all have been
decent this season, this lack of consistency must have had a bearing on why we conceded four goals for the first time this
season. Throw in a jittery performance from our keeper Harvey Keogh behind them and some indiscipline from Ethan
Nelson-Roberts  and Ade Batula  who both  found themselves  in  the  sin-bin  for  unnecessary  comments  and this  all
contributed to a home defeat that leaves us in serious trouble at the foot of the table and in danger of being cut adrift.

With Captain and Vice-Captain absent, Chester Clothier took on the armband and in front of a disappointing attendance of
70, despite a perfect day for football we started fairly well. Batula was probably our best player and he made a good run
on the ten minute mark which ended with a good pass over to Nelson-Roberts who chose to shoot high from an angle and
sent the ball over Billy Wilson’s crossbar.

A few minutes later Tommy Whitby sent a free kick over our bar, but Keogh then took his goal kick and passed it straight
to an opposition striker just eighteen yards out! As he then ran in clear on goal, Keogh redeemed himself with a good save
for a corner that fortunately came to nothing.

We recovered from this near fatal setback and started to create more with Batula prominent, playing more down the right
than in his usual central role, but our momentum was checked when we lost Nelson-Roberts to the sin bin for comments
he made. Clothier was protesting his teammate’s innocence but the referee wasn’t interested and off he went for a ten
minute break.

Once we were back up to full strength though we had our best period of the game and Batula forced Wilson to tip over his
strike from 20 yards. Although the subsequent corner was half cleared, the ball fell to Tommy Williams out on our left
hand side who curled an unstoppable strike beyond Wilson and into the top corner via the far post to register an early
candidate for goal of the season in the 36th minute.

We looked strong at this point which made the equaliser just seven minutes later a complete surprise to me. The most
disappointing aspect was how easily the goal came about, as we appeared to think that a foul on Williams would be given,
but the game was not stopped and a ball played out to the right found a player in space and his low ball in was swept past
Keogh from just inside the penalty area into the far corner by Theo White. This was the visitors first goal for 384 minutes
in League action and it had been so simple. There was no further action of note and the teams went off at the break with a
goal each, but a feeling that we had missed our chance.

The second half started with some good interplay between Williams and Batula but the cross into the danger area was
headed out. A minute later Batula fed the advancing Inwugwu just eight yards out but his touch let him down badly and
the ball was cleared when we really should have had at least a shot on target. Regrettably Batula blotted his copybook
when he made a sarcastic remark to the Assistant after being denied a throw in and found himself sitting down for ten
minutes. Although Tino Carpene had a great chance in the 56th minute well blocked by Wilson while we were a man
short, our opponents took the lead just sixty seconds later when Elliott York was put through on the left and he lifted the
ball over Keogh to go 2-1 up.

The game drifted for a while, but with eleven men back on the field we secured the equaliser in the 73rd minute after
Carpene won the ball just outside the area and he fed Jaan Stanley on the left whose delivery was side footed into the roof
of the net from six yards by the unmarked Batula.
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Just as it felt like we had got back into the match and were about to kick on for a winning goal, we were behind once
again as a 75th minute free kick from White was met at the far post by the unmarked Rhys Paul who gave Keogh no
chance from fairly close range and a minute later White tried his luck from 20 yards and the ball sailed into the roof of the
net to make the score 4-2.

We had a couple of half chances as we tried to fight back with substitute Ben Amissah unlucky to see his near post header
flick off a defender and drop just wide from a Kiyo Brown left wing cross and Wilson was down well to keep out a Brown
drive, but the visitors had their moments too with Keogh doing well to keep out a close range effort at the near post.

We then had the very rare sight of a board advertising that six minutes of extra time would be played and in that period
Batula struck wide from a good position before Amissah headed a left wing cross just over the bar. The chances were gone
and the final whistle confirmed a depressing score line.

Overall, and in terms of possession and chances you could argue that we were no worse than Sheerwater, who themselves
were not that impressive, but we made enough errors, both mental and physical over the ninety minutes to say that we
probably deserved what we got. It was interesting at full time to see the players holding an inquest on the field with all
the Coaches and Management having walked away by that point. I’ll be honest though, I don’t think our squad is strong
enough right now and it will be key to see whether we will have any new faces in the next week or two, because without
any we are going to be in a big struggle for the rest of the season.

Epsom & Ewell: Harvey Keogh, Tommy Williams, Ethan Nelson-Roberts, Nick Inwugwu, Ollie Thompson, Reece Tierney,
Ade Batula, Chester Clothier, Tino Carpene, Thompson Adeyemi, Jaan Stanley

Subs: Rory Edwards for Adeyemi (63), Ben Amissah for Carpene (77), Kiyo Brown for Stanley (77), Ash Snadden for
Tierney (83), Ayran Kugathas for Williams (89)
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