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Epsom’s Horton Cemetery gets attention of two
kinds

24 February 2025

Just as The Epsom and Ewell Times was about to publish a letter concerning Council efforts to tidy and make safer the
boundaries of Horton Cemetery (Hook Road / Horton Lane) a motor car struck railings near the roundabout and knocked
over the Memorial to the near 9000 patients buried and neglected in the privately owned 5 acre cemetery.

Surrey Police issued a statement: “We were called to Horton Lane, Ewell at around 7:10pm on Wednesday 19 February
after reports of a single vehicle collision at the location. Officers responded and found that the collision had resulted in
damage to a fence and cemetery stone. The driver was not arrested and did not require medical treatment.”
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It is understood that Epsom and Ewell Borough Council is responsible for the Memorial after former Labour Mayor of
Epsom and Ewell, Alan Carlson, raised the money for its installation through a public appeal in 2004.

The charity The Friends of Horton Cemetery continues its campaign to restore the Cemetery to community ownership
following the bizarre NHS transfer of the asset to a property speculator in 1983. Michael Heighes of Marque Securities
has taken away the tombstones and all the crosses on each grave have gone. The cemetery is barely recognisable as a
cemetery and relatives cannot enter without trespassing.

Recently, the Charity has made a submission to the Law Commission, which is considering reforms to cemetery law. It has
submitted that the opportunity to update the laws should include a duty to maintain and allow access to cemeteries in
private hands.

The charity has also sent a letter to Epsom and Ewell Borough Council in connection with the current Local Plan arguing
any development of neighbouring Horton Farm for housing should seek developer’s funds for the restoration of the
Cemetery as an amenity of peace and remembrance open to the public.

Mr Lionel Blackman, Secretary of the Charity, said “The existence of the largest asylum cemetery in Europe is not going
to disappear. With relatives coming forward every week and our research team publishing the lives of over 600 patients so
far, it is only a matter of time and whichever local government takes over, that action will redress this historic outrage.”

Sam Jones - Reporter
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Letter from Matthew Walters, Epsom.
Dear Sir,
I would like to draw attention to recent developments concerning Horton Cemetery in West Ewell, Epsom.

For many years, concerns have been raised about the lack of respect shown to the 9,000 individuals buried there, whose
graves are no longer marked. More recently, attention has also turned to the safety risks for road users on the busy Hook
Road.

Until yesterday, the grass verge alongside the cemetery was largely inaccessible due to overgrown brambles and tree
branches extending from the cemetery, as well as significant fly-tipping, including building waste.

It is therefore welcome news that Surrey County Council and Epsom and Ewell Borough Council have worked together to
clear the area, improving both its appearance and safety, as evidenced in the accompanying photographs.

While the decision to classify Horton Cemetery and its 9,000 graves as an “amenity woodland” remains a point of
contention, the recent clearance has ensured that the surroundings are now more in keeping with a cemetery. However,
the public should be aware that sections of the perimeter railings remain unsafe, with some sharp railings protruding
towards Hook Road at dangerous angles, none of which are currently marked with hazard tape.

Falling branches from trees inside the cemetery continue to pose a risk to road users, and it is hoped that Surrey County
Council will monitor this issue and take necessary action, as indicated in previous communications.

In the meantime, cyclists, motorcyclists, and motorists should exercise caution when travelling along Hook Road near the
cemetery. Furthermore, steps should be taken to ensure that the cost of maintaining overgrown vegetation from within
the cemetery does not fall upon Council Tax payers.

Horton Cemetery remains in private ownership by a property developer, and the recent clearance now allows for greater
visibility into the site. This presents an opportunity for the public to assess whether greater care and respect should be
afforded to those buried there.

Out of sight should not mean out of mind.

Yours faithfully,

Matthew Walters
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