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Epsom and Ewell’s  MP leads debate on support  for
Explosive Ordnance Disposers
Helen Maguire, Epsom and Ewell’s MP and former British Army Military Police Officer, led a Westminster Hall debate 11th
December on government support for the Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) community. Drawing on her military experience
and recent meetings with EOD specialists,  Ms Maguire highlighted the critical  importance of  supporting this sector,  both
domestically and globally.

The motion read: “That this  House believes that the United Kingdom’s capacity in explosive weapons disposal  and victim
assistance requires utmost government support, particularly at a time of extreme geopolitical unrest.”

Ms Maguire emphasised the UK’s “enviable global reputation” for expertise in EOD, victim assistance, and the production of
demining  equipment.  She  also  underscored  the  extensive  humanitarian  work  supported  by  the  UK,  citing  the  Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Office’s (FCDO) Global Mine Action Programme, which has a budget of £14.8 million for
2023-24. This programme tackles landmines, cluster munitions, and explosive remnants of war in countries such as Ukraine,
Angola, and Cambodia.

Ms Maguire remarked, “Explosive weapons are being used in modern conflicts to an extent we haven’t seen for generations. The
number of civilian casualties has increased by 70% in three years, with Ukraine and the Middle East being major contributors.”
She also noted the challenges faced in Ukraine, where over 150,000 square kilometres of land is contaminated with unexploded
ordnance, requiring decades of work to make safe.

Domestic Challenges and Veterans’ Welfare
Highlighting domestic issues, Ms Maguire praised the UK’s EOD teams, who handle around 2,300 incidents annually, ranging
from unexploded World War II bombs to improvised explosive devices. She also paid tribute to the bravery of EOD personnel,
describing their work as a testament to “courage as a decision.”

The debate touched on the impact of  explosive weapons on civilians and veterans alike.  Ms Maguire called for sustained
government support for injured veterans, including those with prosthetic limbs. Referring to pioneering research at institutions
like Imperial College London, she advocated for better resources and protective equipment, particularly for female deminers.

She stated, “For those of us who have served, many of us will know people who were killed or injured by explosive ordnance.
Supporting veterans and civilians is not just a duty; it is a moral imperative.”

The Global Context
Ms Maguire provided an alarming overview of global challenges, noting that “aggressors throughout history have never let the
rules of war or international prohibition interrupt a good night’s sleep.” She stressed the UK’s unique position to lead in
international donor coordination and post-conflict reconstruction.

Ms Maguire also underscored the economic benefits of mine clearance, which unlocks agricultural land and restores livelihoods.
She cited Lebanon as an example, where demining has enabled safer farming and improved access to water.

The MP called for innovation in demining technologies, such as drone-mounted ground-penetrating radar and chemical signature
analysis. She also highlighted the need for better coordination in Ukraine, where demining equipment often sits unused due to
licensing and training gaps.

Building Awareness and Collaboration
Ms Maguire announced plans to form an All-Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) on explosive weapons, aiming to enhance support
for EOD and victim assistance. She extended an invitation to colleagues and stakeholders to join the initiative. Referencing the TV
series Trigger Point, she suggested its star, Vicky McClure, could help raise awareness about the vital work of EOD teams.

Government Minister’s response:
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The Minister expressed gratitude to the EOD community, stating: “Our EOD operators are highly trained, and they’re world-
renowned, equipped to deal with a full range of explosive threats… They deserve our absolute appreciation and thanks from the
government, from Parliament, and indeed, the entire country.”

The Minister highlighted the scale of the UK’s EOD operations, mentioning that: “700 service personnel from the Army, Royal
Navy, and RAF deal with 2,300 EOD incidents across the UK annually.”

The economic and diplomatic significance of EOD was underlined: “EOD capabilities also have an important economic legacy.
They feed our scientific and industrial base, sustain cutting-edge design in robotics and detection technologies, and contribute to
international diplomacy and reconstruction.”

The Minister emphasised evolving threats, such as drone-deployed munitions and advanced IEDs, and committed to ensuring the
UK remains prepared: “We must invest in EOD capabilities to ensure we stay ahead of emerging threats and technologies.”

He noted that the UK is aiding Ukraine by training personnel and sharing lessons learned. Regarding mine contamination in
Ukraine, he stated: “This is not a problem that will go away today; it will last a generation.”

The Minister reaffirmed the government’s commitment to veterans: “You have my word that I will support veterans, both legally
and with welfare support, particularly those from Northern Ireland.”
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